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[Sunday, August 21, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 3, verses 3-8 – Craig 
Thurman 

 
Reread verses 1, 2.  We paused to consider what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed upon the sons of God.   
 
Who are these sons?  These are those children who have not only have been 
brought to faith in Christ at the preaching of the gospel of Christ’s death, burial, 
and bodily resurrection, but also they have obeyed the first imperative of upon 
their lives to receive N.T. church, biblical, Baptist baptism.   
 

I said, N.T. church, biblical, Baptist baptism, for the ‘shock and awe’ effect.  
How important it is for the professed believer in Christ to receive John’s 
Baptism.  

 
After this baptism, these have chosen to come into the fellowship of one of the 
Lord’s churches, upon which singular entity the Spirit of the Lord is said to have 
rested upon during the New Testament era.  And here they serve God the Father 
and the Son until the day of the coming of Jesus Christ from glory.  By the Word of 
God these are not just children, paidi<on of God, but te<knon, special children, 

children who particularly relate to Him.  
 
What is that manner or kind of love which was bestowed upon these sons of 
God.  What are those graces?  First of all we notice that it is a singular, kind, not 
kinds of love.  All of these things are a singular kind of love.  It belongs to all the 
sons.  Behold how he loves us!  The Jews said of our Lord after Lazarus’ death,  
 

Joh 11:36  … Behold how he loved him! 
 
Jesus had come, He saw, and He wept.  He saw the fruit of sin and their sorrow.  
And He sees our sorrows, trials, persecutions, labors, the deceptions, the battle, 
and it is as if perhaps just before the glorious resurrection and the change which 
comes upon all of the saints at His coming, he imparts to them the means of His 
grace sufficient for the final leg of the journey.   
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1.  The potential for fellowship with Father and the Son:  We may have 
continual fellowship with God and He with us when we walk in the light.  
(1.3, 7) 
  
2.  The potential for forgiveness and cleansing: We may have continual 
forgiveness from sin and cleansing from all unrighteousness through 
Christ’s shed blood as we confess to Him. (1.9) 
 
3.  The potential for assurance: We may be sure that we know Him by 
keeping His Word.  (2.3) 
 
4.  The potential defense against deception:  We may be kept from 
antichrists and their error by the anointing of the Holy One.  (2.18-22) 
 
5.  The fact of eternal of life: We have eternal life. (2.25) This did not come 
because of faith, baptism, or because of membership in a church.  This was 
conferred without merit to those of the elect at the new birth. (Jn.3) 
 
6.  The potential for confidence before Him: We may have confidence at 
His coming by abiding in Him. (2.28)  
 
7.  The potential for knowing His children: We may know them who know 
Him by how they act and by what they do. (2.29) 

 
This loving provision is found of those who are His saints, the N.T. baptized 
believers within the church that Jesus built. If that is not so, my question is, What 
purpose is there for an entity called the Lord’s church?  These are those who have 
this special conferment of the Father’s love upon them.  I cannot find that there is 
any other person or group of persons having received this kind of love, but the 
churches of Christ.  While there are a lot of opinions and extra-biblical traditions 
among men and religious systems, if we will keep to the Bible this will be the 
conclusion to which we come. 
 
The world cannot know us because it did not know Christ.  Those who know Him 
know us.  And because we know Him, and have seen Him as He is by faith we shall 
see Him as He is when He comes again the second time.  We have a hope which 
endures.   
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1Ti 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our 
Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope; 
 
Tit 1:2  [Paul] In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised 
before the world began … 
 
Tit 2:13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ … 
 
Tit 3:7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. 

 
Our hope shall give way one day to sight.  We expect to see Him who loved us and 
gave Himself for us with our own eyes one day.  Job expected the same. 
 

Job 19.25  For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth: 
26  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God: 
27  Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another; though my reins be consumed within me. 

 
That real hope, that genuine expectation for the coming of Jesus Christ produces 
fruit.  If we really believe that He is coming again, as He said He would, we will 
separate ourselves from the world and to Him.   
 

And - all having this hope in Him – purifies Himself 
       as He is pure. 
 

    καὶ       πᾶς                  ὁ        ἔχων    τὴν ἐλπίδα ταύτην   ἐπ᾽     αὐτῷ                    
3  And    every [man]  that      hath           this hope              in        him  
                       whosoever       possesses                                  upon 
                          all that;  
               (cf. 2.23, 29; 3.4) 
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And every [man] that, kai> pa?j o[, for study purposes this phrase is 

found 18 times; pa?j o[, is found 57 times and is translated seven 

different ways: whosoever, every one, every one that, the whole 
(always with reference to multitude), all (all but twice, with reference 
to the people, thy house, the world), all that, and every man that. 
(once here in 1John);  
 
John’s use of pa?j o[ is in the gospel (12), 1John (13), 2John (1), 

Revelation (1) totals 27 times.  Every instance of the usage of this 
phrase presents a truth and an implied contrast.   
 

2.23, whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father; (The implied contrast is: whosoever receives the Son: 
they have the Father.) 
 
2.29, every one that doeth righteousness is born of Him; (The 
implied contrast is:  whosoever doeth not righteousness: they 
are not born of Him.) 
 
3.3, And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth 
himself as He is pure; (The implied contrast is:  every man that 
hath not this hope purifieth not themselves.) 
 
3.4, Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law; 
(The implied contrast is: whosoever doeth righteousness keeps 
the law.) 
 
3.6, Whosoever  abideth in him sinneth not; (The implied 
contrast is: whosoever abideth not in him commiteth sin.) 
 
and,  
 
3.6, whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him; neither known 
Him.  (The implied contrast is: whosoever doeth righteousness 
hath seen Him and know Him.) 
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3.9, Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; (The 
implied contrast is:  Whosoever is not born of God committeth 
sin.) 
 
3.10, whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God; (The 
implied contrast is: whosoever doeth righteousness is of God.) 
 
3.15, Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer; (The 
implied contrast is: whosoever loveth his brother hath life.) 
 
4.7, every one that loveth is born of God and knoweth God; 
(The implied contrast is:  every one that hateth is not born of 
God and knoweth not God.) 
 
5.1. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God; (The implied contrast is: whosoever believeth not that 
Jesus is the Christ is not of God.  One cannot believe unless he 
is born of God!) 
 
and,  
 
and every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him also that 
is begotten of Him; (The implied contrast is:  every one that 
hateth the Father, hateth also the children.) 
 
5.18, whosoever is born of God sinneth not; (The implied 
contrast is: whosoever is not born of God committeth sin.) 

 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
                              

The full expression of the hope in our present text is stated in verse 2: when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him.  Christ is coming, and we are going to 
be with Him.   
 

Jn.14.2  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
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3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
 
1Thes.4.16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord. 
 
Ac 1:11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. (meaning, that He shall come back to you) 
 
Jude 1:14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints … 

 
There is in this hope the understanding of a singular, momentous, physical 
and spiritual change which comes upon us the sons of God when Jesus 
Christ returns. This is the day when the nature of sin, which we have been 
in combat against since the day of our new birth, is finally put off from us 
forever.  The shell of this body of sin in which the seed of Christ has been 
sown, at the coming of the Lord, shall instantly bear the image of the 
glorified Christ. 
 

1Co.15.35 ¶  But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and 
with what body do they come? 
36  Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 
37  And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall 
be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 
38  But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed 
his own body. 
… 
49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. 
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But that change is at Christ’s coming.  Here, John tells us that the very fruit 
of hope in Christ’s coming, that anticipation yields in us a present change. 
While the sons of God shall experience a glorious change at the appearance 
of Christ there should be a glorious change taking place in us now because 
of the hope that we have in His return. Read the verse again. And every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

 
First of all, our Lord Jesus is pure.  This states the fact of our Lord’s purity. 
He is pure. 
 

pure, ἁγνός, noun; this is the fact of purity, whereas the very, 
a[gni<zw, is the act of purifying. 

 
ἁγνός is translated in the KJV as 2Co.7.11, the Corinthians proved 
themselves to be clear, or pure, by a godly repentance; 2Co.11.2, 
refers to one who has kept herself chaste; Phl.4.8, there are things 
that are pure that we may think on; 1Ti.5.22, Timothy was to keep, 
(thre<w, to reserve or preserve … his purity) himself pure from 

prejudice, partiality, and complicity in other men’s sins; Tit.2.5; 
young wives are to be chaste in their conduct; Ja.3.17, wisdom which 
comes from God is pure; 1Pe3.2, the chaste conduct of the wife is 
beheld by the wayward husband; and finally, 1Jn.3.3, Christ is pure. 
 

To be pure is to be without corruption or sin, inwardly or 
outwardly.  It is to have pure motives, pure conduct, pure 
body.  

 
LXX, ἁγνός, pure; Ps.12.6, the oracles (KJV, words) of the LORD are 
pure oracles (KJV, words); Ps.19.9, the fear (KJV, commandment) of 
the LORD is pure (KJV, clean);  Pv.15.27, the saying of the pure are 
held in honour; Pv.20.9, Who will boast that he has a pure heart? …; 
Pv.21.8, … for his works are pure. 
  

There is no question about our Lord’s purity.  He has no spot or blemish of 
imperfection.   
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1Pe 1:19  [Ye were redeemed …] with the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot… (There was nothing of 
our Lord that was internally or externally impure.)  
 
Heb 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 
1Pe 2:22  Who did e]poi<hsen no sin, neither was guile found in his 

mouth … 
 
did, e]poi<hsen, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of poie<w, to do; the 

prominent English words to translated the verb tense, 
e]poi<hsen, is do and make; in order of predominance the 

English words are to do, make, bring forth, commit, work, etc. 
 

The Word of God reveals to us that He dwells in the Light of the 
unapproachable God.   
 

1Ti.6.14  That thou keep this commandment (The charge to fight the 
good fight.) without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:  
15  Which in his (That is, The Lord Jesus Christ’s) times he shall shew, 
who is the blessed and only Potentate (Lk.1.52, mighty; Acts 8.27, of 
great authority), the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
16  Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom 
be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 
 

He, Christ Jesus, alone, dwells with God and is God.   
 

Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
2  The same was in the beginning with God. 

 
Therefore Jesus is, with the Father, the One, holy (a!gioj), and pure or 

clean (a[gno<j) God.  Because as God is, so is He. 
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1Jo 1:5  This then is the message which we have heard of him (Jesus 
Christ), and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all  
 

at all, ou]demi<a, nom. sing. fem. of ou]dei<j, ou]de< lit. not but +  

e!ij, one; not one [thing]; KJV, nothing, no man, any, none, not, 

no. 
 
He.1.1 ¶  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 
3  Who being the brightness of his (meaning, God’s) glory, and the 
express image of his (God’s) person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his (God’s) power, when he had by himself purged our sins, 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high … 
 
Joh 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life. 
 
Hab 1:13  Thou art of purer (LXX, kaqaro<j, cleaner) eyes than to 

behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity … 
 
We have Christ’s fact of purity.  Now we consider the act of purifying.  
Purifieth is an action word; a verb.  He whose hope is in the appearing of 
Christ purifieth himself even as He is pure.  Our Lord was inalterably pure, 
and we are to be purified.  That we can be purified assumes that we have 
need of purification.  In Jas 4:8 we read, Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you. Cleanse kaqari<zw your hands, ye sinners; and purify 

a[gni<sate your hearts, ye double minded. Cleanse your hands: Ps 119:9  

BETH. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word.  By the Word of God our hands shall be 
directed into right ways.  And the thoughts of the heart become direct by 
the Word of God.  
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Unlike our Lord we are not impeccable.  We are prone to sin, fault, and 
blame.  But those whose hope is in the Christ and His appearing, they shall 
purify themselves.  I am not sure but that purification and cleansing aren’t 
synonymous terms.  So much of the English word pure comes from the 
Greek kaqari<zw, to cleanse. 

 
purifieth, ἁγνίζει, 3ps. pres. indic. act. of a[gni<zw, to purify, make 

holy, make clean. 
 

Subject:  man (Gr. all or everyone)  Verb: purifieth  object: himself 
 
The sense of the statement is that those whose hope is in Christ shall 
continually bring themselves into a pure state.  If one is not pure he is to 
purify himself.  That is the O.T. sense which must fit into the N.T.  Our hope 
in Christ compels us to purification.  This Greek verb, a[gni<zw, is found in 

the New Testament seven times.   
 

Jn.11.55; Ja.4.8, purify; Acts 21.24, purify thyself; Acts 21.26, 
purifying himself; Acts 24.18; 1Pe.1.22, purified; 1Jn3.3, purifieth. 
 

Joh 11:55  And the Jews’ passover was nigh at hand: and many 
went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to 
purify a[gni<swsin themselves. 

 
Jas 4:8  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify a[gni<sate your 

hearts, ye double minded. 
 
Ac 21:24  Them take, and purify thyself a[ni<sqhti with them, 

and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: 
and all may know that those things, whereof they were 
informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself 
also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 
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Ac 21:26  Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying 
himself a[gnisqei>j with them entered into the temple, to 

signify the accomplishment of the days of purification 
a[gnismou?, until that an offering should be offered for every 

one of them. 
 
Ac 24:18  Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified  
h[gnisme<non in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with 

tumult. 
 
1Pe 1:22  Seeing ye have purified h[gniko<tej your souls in 

obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure (kaqari<zw, 

cleansed) heart fervently … 
 

Purification is what one does to come into a state of purity.  In the 
Old Testament purification involved washing the clothes, washing the 
body, and waiting prescribed time.  Then an offering was sacrificed.  
Then that person was pronounced pure. 
 

The English word purifieth is only found in the Bible twice.  The other place 
is Nu.19.13. I want you to notice that it remains true that the teaching of 
purity or holiness is not a growing process but an instant state into which 
we may come.  
 

Nu 19:13  Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is 
dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; 
and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of 
separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his 
uncleanness is yet upon him. 
 

and purifieth is to put away uncleanness.  A red heifer, upon 
which no yoke had ever come, was taken outside of the camp 
and killed.  Its blood was sprinkled directly before the door of 
the tabernacle seven times.  The entire heifer was burn, blood, 
flesh, skin, dung on a fire until it became ashes.  The ashes 
were then put in a clean place outside the camp. And 
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whenever anyone became unclean he was separated for seven 
days.  To this one a clean person would sprinkle the mixture of 
water and the ashes of this heifer upon the unclean person on 
the third and seventh days.  After this the uncleanness is 
washed away and the person is restored to a state of purity.  
The declaration is that he is clean.  This is called a purification 
for sin. I think this means a purification from the way of sin or 
old manner of life.  The prominent elements are water and 
ashes.   

 
And the hope of Christ’s coming works in us to be purified. 
  

1Th 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Col.1.21  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 
22  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 
23  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which 
was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I 
Paul am made a minister … 
 

to present, parasth?sai, aor. infin. of pari<sthmi, para< 

near, beside +  i!sthmi, to stand, set, establish; to stand 

beside holiness in the sight of God our Father. 
 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him 
(that is our Heavenly Father) in love … 
 
Tit.2.11 ¶  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, 
12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
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13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify (or cleanse) unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. 
 

purify, kaqari<s^, 3ps. aor. subj. act. of kaqari<zw, to cleanse 

(1Jn.1.9);  
 

1Jo 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
We ought to want to live like our Lord.  The Spirit of the Lord will 
work in us to want to keep living like Him even when we fail.  He 
makes us willing to be restored again to live like Him. That is the 
reality of the Christian life.  It is not a perfect life.  It is a life being 
perfected. 

 
3 καὶ πᾶς ὁ ἔχων τὴν ἐλπίδα ταύτην ἐπ᾽ αὐτῷ, ἁγνίζει ἑαυτὸν, καθὼς 
ἐκεῖνος ἁγνός ἐστιν 
 
All practicing sin (subj.) – practice (v) also lawlessness (sin is lawlessness). 

 
                 Πᾶς ὁ                              ποιῶν        
4 ¶       Whosoever                    committeth            
     And every [man] that (v.3, 6)       
                All that 
 

committeth, ποιῶν, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. act. of poie<w, to do; 

ποιῶν is found 25 times in the N.T.(Mt.7.21; Jn.2.21; Ro.3.12; 
1Jn.2.17, 29; 3.7, that doeth; Mt. 7.26; Lk.6.47, doeth; Jn.5.11, 
making; Jn.8.34; 1Jn.3.4, Whosoever committeth; Jn.19.12, 
whosoever maketh; Acts 10.2, which gave; Acts 15.17, who doeth; 
Acts 19.24, which made; Ro.2.3, doest; Ro.12.20; 1Ti.4.16; 5.21, 
doing; Eph.2.15, making; He.1.7, Who maketh; He.13.21, working; 
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1Jn.3.8, that committeth; 1Jn.3.10, whosoever doeth; Re.22.15, 
(whosoever already stated with the previous verb) maketh);  
 

τὴν ἁμαρτίαν 
      sin               transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 
 

The implied contrast:  whosoever doeth righteousness keeps the 
righteousness of the law.  There are those who can’t, don’t, and won’t do 
righteousness, and there are those who can, they should, and shall do 
righteousness. 
  
There is a truth that all men are sinners.  The apostle Paul said: 
  

1Ti 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

 
Like Paul, the saints acknowledge that they are sinners saved by the grace 
of God.  But saying this does not mean that we live in known sin, that we 
live after the flesh.  It means that we know what who we are now, whereas 
before we did not.  Generally, if we asked someone if they are a sinner they 
would respond, ‘Of course, I’ve done some bad things in my life.’  And they 
never give any thought about what that means as it relates to God.  There 
are sinners who are dead in their sins, and in the hands of an angry God, 
and there are sinners for whom He sent His only begotten Son to die so 
that we might be delivered from the dominion of sin now, and from the 
presence of sin then.   
 
The point of this text is that there are those who are sons of God, and 
there are those who are not.  1Jn.3.4 references those whose lives are 
habituated to a life of sin.  These of which John speaks are the servants of 
sin. 
 

Ro.6.17  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed (you have come to repentance and faith in Christ) from 
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness. 
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19  I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your 
flesh: (that with which Paul was afflicted too)  
 

infirmity, a]sqe<neian, acc. sing. of a]sqe<neia; KJV, infirmity, 

sickness, diseases, weakness (In what way?) of the flesh; the 
nature which yet remains in us, though we are born again from 
the Lord. 

 
How do we put off that which some say is not present 
anylonger? 
Eph 4:22  That ye put off (a]poqe<sqai, aor. infin. mid., 

To put off of you) concerning the former conversation 
the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts … 

 
Paul said that we still have the infirmity of the flesh with … 
which would sin. However, we are not under its dominion.  We 
are servants of righteousness in spite of the present affliction! 
 

for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to 
iniquity unto iniquity;  
 

And in that state we could do nothing about it, didn’t know it, 
and didn’t care, until we received the gift of the grace of life 
from God because of the death of His Son. But since, 

 
even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. 
20  For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness. (We had none, and could do none.) 
21  What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 
 

If not for the grace of God that was our end, as every man’s 
end is without Christ.   
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Joh 8:24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins. 

 
A life outside of the faith of Christ is a life without 
righteousness, holiness, and eternal life.   
 

Come Thou Fount 
Robert Robinson (1735-1790) 

verse 3 
 

Oh to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to 
be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart 
to thee. 
Prone to wander Lord I feel it – prone to leave the God I 
love;  
Here’s my heart – O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts 
above. 

 
22  But now being made free from sin (sin’s bondage), and become 
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life. 
23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Now, I think that the thought of purification connects to this thought. 
Those who commit sin are not purified as He is pure. That poses a great 
contradiction to the Work of Christ within His own sons. The professed 
Christian who will not be purified has no hope in the return of Christ and is 
a liar. 
  
4 Πᾶς ὁ ποιῶν τὴν ἁμαρτίαν, καὶ τὴν ἀνομίαν ποιεῖ καὶ ἡ ἁμαρτία ἐστὶν ἡ 
ἀνομία 
 
And – Ye (subj.) know (v) that that One was manifested (obj.) – in order that 
– He might take away our sins, and sin is not in Him. 
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     καὶ     οἴδατε             ὅτι    ἐκεῖνος     ἐφανερώθη                   
5  And   ye know           that      he       was manifested        
              2ppl. pres.  (purpose)           3ps. aor. ind. pass.   
                                                                   

was manifested, ἐφανερώθη, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of fanero<w; this 

verb tense is used 10 times in the N.T.; John uses it 6 of those times  
in this epistle (1.2 [twice]; 3.5, 8; 4.9, was manifested; 3.2, doth 
appear.  

                                                                 
        ἵνα τὰς  ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν ἄρῃ 
to take away           our sins;           and in him is no sin. 
3ps. aor. subj. act. 
Or,  in order that our sins should be taken away 
 

ἵνα … ἄρῃ, the idea, that he should … take away. This  is found in 
Mt.27.32; Mk.15.21, of Simon of Cyrene … him they compelled [the 
idea, ‘that he should’] bear his cross; Jn.19.38, Joseph of Arimethaea 
begged Pilate that he should take away the body of our Lord;  
 
ἄρῃ, 3ps. aor, subj. act. of ai@rw; KJV, to take up, bear up, take away, 

to take, arise. 
 

Jesus Christ appeared for this very purpose: to put away sin and sins.  
Whose sins? Notice the 1p. pl. possessive pronoun our.  It is the sins of 
some that He bore, not all.  
 

Heb 9:28  So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation. 

 
But Christ is the propitiation for our sins.  If we have not understood the 
limited atonement of Christ for sin we should now.  There are those upon 
whom God does not impute sin, because they were imputed upon His Son.  
And there sin was punished.  But there is a world whose sins are imputed to 
them.  Christ did not propitiate for them to God.  He did not atone for their 
sins when He died, and He never will.  Either Christ’s propitiated them 
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when He died or He never will.  Propitiation is a one-time act which 
occurred at Christ’s cross.   Faith does not propitiate for sin!  Christ’s shed 
blood the day that He died propitiated God for sin.  Faith manifests who 
they were that He died for that day.  We are reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son at His cross, once and for all, and that He raised from the 
dead we are being saved by His life. 
 

Ro.5.10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life. 

 
1Pe 3:18  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened by the Spirit … 

 
5 καὶ οἴδατε ὅτι ἐκεῖνος ἐφανερώθη, ἵνα τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν ἄρῃ, καὶ 
ἁμαρτία ἐν αὐτῷ οὐκ ἔστιν 
 
All who abide in Him (subj.) sin not.  All who sin (subj.)  

has not seen Him (v) 
        nor known Him  (v) 

          πᾶς ὁ 
6  Whosoever abideth            in him sinneth not:  
   v.4, 6, below      abides                       sins 
 

abideth, me<nwn, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. of me<nw, to continue, 

remain, tarry, dwell, abide. 
 
sinneth, ἁμαρτάνει, 3ps. pres. ind. of a[marta<nw; KJV, to sin, 

trespass, offend, to have fault. 
    πᾶς ὁ 
whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. 
    v.6, 9 
 

hath … seen, ἑώρακεν, 3ps. perf. of  o[ra<w; in this case this sinner has  

not the organ for sight, therefore he cannot see.  The perfect tense 
of this verb states the fact that he hasn’t eyes to see, which brings 
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forth the present result of blindness. He can’t do anything other than 
but live in sin and for sin. 

 
The implied contrast is: Whosoever abideth not in Him committeth sin: 
Whosoever doeth righteousness has seen Him and knows Him. 

 
6 πᾶς ὁ ἐν αὐτῷ μένων οὐχ ἁμαρτάνει πᾶς ὁ ἁμαρτάνων οὐχ ἑώρακεν 
αὐτὸν, οὐδὲ ἔγνωκεν αὐτόν 
 
Little children – you (implied subj.) let none deceive (v) ye (obj.):   
The one practicing righteousness (subj.) is (v) - righteous  

         even as He is righteous (adv.) 
    
                                                                             ὁ ποιῶν 
7  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, 
even as he is righteous. 
 

The fourth of seven imperatives of 1John. (2.28; 3.13) 
 

let … deceive, πλανάτω, 3ps., pres., imper. of plana<w. 

 
Mt 7:21 ¶  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth ὁ ποιῶν 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.  
 
Joh 8:34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whosoever committeth ὁ ποιῶν sin is the servant of sin. 
 
1Jo 3:4 ¶  Whosoever committeth ὁ ποιῶν sin transgresseth 
also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 

 
7 Τεκνία, μηδεὶς πλανάτω ὑμᾶς ὁ ποιῶν τὴν δικαιοσύνην, δίκαιός ἐστιν, 
καθὼς ἐκεῖνος δίκαιός ἐστιν 
 
The one practicing sin (subj.) is (v)  

of the devil (adv.) 
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because - the devil (s) sins (v) from the   
beginning (adv). 
 

The Son of God (s) was manifested (v) for this purpose (adv.): 
In order that destroy the devil’s works. 

 
          ὁ ποιῶν                                  ἐκ τοῦ διαβόλου ἐστὶν 
8  He that committeth                        sin is of the devil;  
  nom. sing. masc. part. pres. act. 
 
  ὅτι ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς ὁ διάβολος ἁμαρτάνει 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning.  
because since the beginning the devil sinneth. 
 

devil, διάβολος, dia< by, through + ba<llw, to cast; to cast through. 

 
Devils in the Old Testament refers to the evils related to idol worship. Devils 
in the New Testament refers to evil spirits.  And there is a prince of the 
devils called Beelzebub.  This creature is called the devil, Satan (the 
Adversary), and the Serpent.  These names have been applied to Him since 
his fall into sin.  Therefore He has in this state always been this deviant and 
rebellious creature.  That is what he does and shall ever do.  Those who 
continue in their original state can only do sin. 

 
     Εἰς  τοῦτο                       ἐφανερώθη ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ 
For this purpose               the Son of God was manifested,  
To this end, therefore 
for this cause, thereunto 
 

was manifested, ἐφανερώθη, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of fanero<w, to 

appear; the verb, ἐφανερώθη, is found 10 times in the N.T. and is 
translated appeared, shewed, made manifest, was manifest, was 
manifested, doth … appear. Of those 10 times, this first epistle used 5 
times (1.2, [twice], 5, 8; 4.9, was manifested; 3.2, doth appear. 
 

 ἵνα                               λύσῃ               τὰ ἔργα     τοῦ διαβόλου 
that                     he might destroy  the works       of the devil. 
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in order that 
 

he might destroy, λύσῃ, 3ps. aor. subj. act. of lu<w, to loose; λύσῃ, is 

found three time in the N.T.; Mt. 5.19, shall break one of the least of 
these commandments; Acts 24.26, that he might loose him.   
 

At the death of Christ Satan is a defeated foe.  He was cast down from His 
throne over the people of God.   
 

Lu 10:18  And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven. 
 

beheld, e]qew<roun, 1ps. imperf. act. of qewre<w; ‘The imperfect 

denotes an incomplete action, one that is in its course, and is 
not yet brought to its intended accomplishment’ A Manual of 
the Grammar of the Greek New Testament, Dana and Mantey, 
p.187;  (cf. this verb tense in Mk.15.47, the Mary’s had 
watched or marked the whole burial of the Lord.); Jesus 
marked the entire course of Satan’s fall.   

 
The disciples rejoice because they saw that the devils were subject to them, 
but Jesus said I saw Satan fall as lightning from heaven. 

 
But he still wields a powerful influence over us if we do not rely upon the 
strength of the Lord. 
 

Lu 22:31  And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat … 
 
Ac 5:3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
 
1Pe 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour … 
 

He shall be put away for a time: 
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Re 20:2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a 
little season. 
 

And ultimately put away for ever: 
 

Re.20.10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

 
Jesus Christ broke, loosed, destroyed the devil’s works of the devil in our 
lives in His death. 
 

Ro 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. 
 

have dominion, kurieu<sei, 3ps. fut. ind. of kurieu<w; KJV, to 

have lordship, dominion, to be Lord. 
 
By the power of Christ the devil’s works haven’t the liberty to work in the 
sons of God as they once did.  

 
8 ὁ ποιῶν τὴν ἁμαρτίαν ἐκ τοῦ διαβόλου ἐστὶν, ὅτι ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς ὁ διάβολος 

ἁμαρτάνει Εἰς τοῦτο ἐφανερώθη ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἵνα λύσῃ τὰ ἔργα τοῦ 

διαβόλου 


