
John (73): The Greek's Request and the Savior's Response                Hymns 238, I Will Glory, 552 (224)

Since we've been away from the book of John for some months, let me remind you, by way of introduction, a
few things about the book of John—the book can loosely be divided into parts—chapters 1-11 and chapters
12-21...

[1] Chapters 1-11—largely describe our Savior's earthly ministry up to His final week—it contains 7 selected
sign miracles that prove His identity as the God's Son, and illustrate spiritual truth...

[2] Chapters 12-21—largely unfold the final week of our Savior's life—in chapter 12, He's entered Jerusalem
publicly for the last time, and though He leaves Jerusalem for a short time returns again to partake of the
Supper with His disciplines, He gets arrested, crucified, resurrected, and40 days later ascends back to heaven
(though John says very little about this time)...

Thus—though John has 21 chapters, the last 10 are given over to describe the events of the final week of our
Savior's life—and so within chapter 12 our Savior has returned to Jerusalem during the time of the Passover,
which He will celebrate with His disciples, as it's recorded in chapter 13... 

Our passage has two parts—The Greek's Request (vv20-22), and Our Savior's Response (vv23-26), and I want
to examine it under these headings—A Fulfilled Prophecy (vv20-22), An Important Parable (vv23-24), and A
Glorious Principle (vv25-26)...

I.   A Fulfilled Prophecy—vv20-22
II.  An Important Parable—vv23-24
III. A Glorious Principle—vv25-26

I.   A Fulfilled Prophecy—vv20-22

1. V20—"Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast"—that is, the
Passover...

2. Apparently, these Greeks had been converted to the Jewish religion, and had made the trip to Jerusalem for
Passover... 

3. The word "Greeks" doesn't necessarily mean they were from Greece, it can simply refer to Gentiles of all
sorts...

4. But  either  way—the  point  being—they were NOT Jews—but  were Gentiles,  and possibly even from
Greece...

5. J.C. Ryle—"These were men who were by birth heathens, but had become proselytes to Judaism, and as
such were regular attendants on the Jewish feasts..."

6. They approached Philip, possibly because they knew he was a close disciple of Christ—their question is
simple—"Sir, we wish to see Jesus..."

7. Now—we simply are NOT told why they wished to see Jesus—but it seems evident they had positive
reasons... 

8. These were highly religious and devoted Greeks—they along with the Jews, had made the long trip to
Jerusalem...

9. They, no doubt had heard about Christ, about His miracles and teaching, and they desired to see Him for
themselves...

10. Thus—they desired to meet with Him, not merely look at Him, for they could have done that on their
own...

11. No—they desired an audience with Him—they desired to speak with Him, to learn from Him, and possible
to follow Him...

12. A.W. Pink—"It was a personal and intimate acquaintance with Him that their souls craved. The form in
which they stated their request was prophetically significant.  It was not 'We would  hear him,'  or 'We
desire to witness one of his mighty works,' but 'We would see Jesus'..."



13. Philip took their request to Andrew, and the two of them, came and told Jesus (v22), assumedly with the
Greeks...

14. Philip likely consulted with Andrew first, because Christ exhorted them to go to the Jews and not the
Gentiles...

15. Thus,  it's  very possible  that  Andrew was uncertain whether  or  not,  our  Savior  would entertain these
Greeks...

16. Now—I've entitled this first heading, A Fulfilled Prophecy, simply because, in these Greeks OT prophecy
is fulfilled... 

17. In these Greeks, we have a representation of the Gentile world—Christ came to save the world, Jews and
Gentiles... 

18. All  throughout  the  gospels,  there  are  numerous  hints  of  this  world-wide  dimension  of  our  Savior's
redemptive love...

19. Kent Hughes—"In the opening chapters of Matthew's Gospel we read that wise men from the East came to
see Jesus, and here in John, shortly before the cross, we see wise men from the West coming to Jesus.
Gentiles framed both sides of Jesus' life..."

20. Hag.2:6-7—"For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and
earth, the sea and dry land; and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations,
and I will fill this temple with glory, says the LORD of hosts..."

21. [a] A change of covenants—v6 is alluded to in Heb.12:26 to the radical change between the Old and New
Covenants...

22. Largely speaking, within the OC, mostly Jews were saved, and few Gentiles, the opposite is true in the
NC...

23. [b] A Desire of all nations—God promised to shake the nations, enabling them to come to Christ for
salvation...

24. He's described as The Desire of All Nations, because sinners within every nation, will say—"Sir, we desire
to see Jesus..."

25. Thus, before I move onto the next main heading, I want to first suggest three simply and yet very beautiful
lessons...

26. [1] All sinners are welcome to Christ—forgiveness is for everyone—Jew, Gentile, male, female, rich, and
poor... 

27. V32—"And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself"—that is, all  kinds of
people...

28. No sooner  does  our  Savior  hear  that  the  Greeks are  seeking Him,  does  He respond—"The hour  has
come..."

29. The hour of My death and destruction of "the middle wall of partition"—that is, that which separated Jew
from Gentile...

30. It was God's sovereign choice that separated the Hebrew/Jewish people from the rest of the surrounding
nations...

31. But it was the pride of the Jews that divided the court of the temple into three parts—males, females, and
Gentiles... 

32. Christ, through His cross work, broke down those distinctions, opening the door for ALL men to come to
God... 

33. Thus, what does this fact say to us, as Christians in 21st century America—we must NOT restrict the
gospel...

34. It is for every kind of person—there is no category of person that the gospel is not for—it's for ALL
peoples...

35. Is  the  gospel  for  the  gay community—Yes—it  is  for  liberals  radical  Muslims—Yes—it  is  for  every
person...

36. [2] All sinners must seek after Christ—poor sinner, you MUST seek after Christ as the gracious Savior of
sinners...

37. If the gospel is for every person then that includes you—regardless of who you are, and what you have
done...

38. Isa.55:6—"Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near"—He is near this
morning by His word...
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39. Go to your parents, pastors, sibling, or friend, or spouse and humbly say to them—"Sir, I desire to see
Jesus..."

40. Or perhaps better yet, simply go to Christ Himself as say—Lord Jesus, I desire to see You—show me
Yourself...

41. Seek after Him today—get alone with Him and pray—you have His own promise—He will in no way turn
you aside...

42. Think of all the people we see in the gospels coming to Him for healing—not one time did He turn them
away...

43. And even these Greeks in our text, though there's no evidence He spoke to them, He certainly spoke about
them...

44. That is, as we shall see from His response, He speaks about His own death as giving live to all kinds of
people... 

45. No, our Savior was very aware of these seeking Greeks, for He never turns away a sincerely seeking
sinner...

46. [3] All sinners must be shown Christ—that is, the person and work of Christ, must be the main subject of
preachers...

47. In fact, many churches have the phrase of Jn.12:21 written somewhere in the pulpit—"Sir, we desire to see
Jesus..."

48. Now of course this doesn't mean, we fail to preach the entire Bible, but remember, the whole Scripture
tells about Him...

49. Christians,  not  just  preachers,  but  tell  others about  Christ—our neighbors,  children,  spouses,  and yes,
ourselves...

50. 1Cor.2:2—"For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified"
Col.1:28—"Him we preach..." 

II.  An Important Parable—vv23-24

1. Our Savior's response is very revealing—it consists of a wonderful statement in v23, which is illustrated in
v24... 

2. Verse  23—"But  Jesus  answered  them,  saying,  'The  hour  has  come  that  the  Son  of  Man  should  be
glorified'..." 

3. At first this response may seem disconnected to the Greeks request, but as we shall see, nothing could be
further from the truth...

4. To "glorify" is "to reveal or make known"—it refers to the revealing or making known of the attributes of
God...

5. Thus, the question becomes—when or how was our Savior glorified—well, I suggest this is found in the
phrase "The hour has come..."

6. All throughout John's Gospel, we've seen our Savior and John both say—that His time had not yet come
(Jn.2:4; 7:30; 8:20)...

7. It NOW had come—it was now time for Him to be crucified and return to His Father—these constitute His
HOUR...  

8. And  thus,  right  here  in  the  context,  our  Savior  uses  this  phrase  to  refer  to  His  crucifixion  and  His
exaltation...  

9. Crucifixion, v27—"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But
for this purpose I came to this hour..."

10. Exaltation, Jn.13:1—"Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that
He should depart from this world to the Father..."

11. This  is  WHEN  and  HOW  our  Savior  was  glorified—He  was  glorified  in  His  crucifixion  and  His
exaltation...

12. And we find both of these in this parable—let me examine it under two heads—the necessity of death, and
the certainty of life...

13. [1] The necessity of death, v24a—"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone..." 
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14. This refers to the necessity of our Savior's death—to His crucifixion—this was the first  way He was
glorified...

15. John Gill—"Moreover, Christ intimates by this simile, that if he had not died, he should have been alone;
not without his Father, and the blessed Spirit; nor without the holy and elect angels, but without any of the
sons of men, who all fell and died in Adam..."

16. Now—the  question  that  needs  answering  is  this—how  was  Christ  glorified  in  and  by  His  bloody
crucifixion...

17. Well—He's glorified on the cross as the obedient Son of God, who loves sinners so much that He died for
them... 

18. There is a very real sense, so far from distracting from His glory, the cross, rightly understood, glorified
Him...

19. To those whose eyes are closed, the cross is only shameful and disgraceful, but to Christians, it's a means
of glory...

20. Christ  was  glorious  in  every  thing  He  did—His  incarnation,  miracle  working,  teaching,  dying,  and
reigning... 

21. Thus—I  suggest  that  Christ  that  upon  the  cross,  the  attribute  of  love  was  especially  and  primarily
revealed...

22. This of course in no way denies that every attribute of God was revealed at the cross—His justice, love,
and wisdom...

23. As we shall see when we come to v28, God is glorified in the cross, as all of His attributes are revealed
and honored...

24. But—I am asking a slightly different question—How was the Son of Man, Christ the Godman, glorified at
the cross... 

25. Well, I suggest primarily in that His love was revealed or made known—His love for His Father and for
His people...

26. He could have endured God's wrath in private—why did Christ bear our sins openly and publically on a
cross...

27. Well brethren, there's only one reason—He did so, so that His manifest love would be made know for all
to see...

28. Augustine—"The cross was a pulpit in which Christ preached His love to the world"—it glorified His
love...

29. [2] The certainty of life—v24b—"but if it dies, it produces much grain"—that is, many people will be
saved... 

30. Thus—the point is evident—Christ must die and be buried, but He must not stay in the ground, He must be
raised...

31. The farmer throws a peace of grain into the ground and there it dies, in that, it becomes something very
different...

32. It's sown a humble grain, and it comes out of that ground a glorious plant—and this plant bears much
grain...

33. The point being—Christ's death and resurrection are the means whereby His beloved people have true
life... 

34. Put another way—it was Christ's death and life that result in a massive harvest of saved sinners—Jews and
Gentiles...

35. R.C. Sproul—"It is not possible, not even theoretically possible, that the atonement of Jesus could not bear
fruit. The Father makes certain that the grain of wheat that dies bears fruit..."

36. V32—"And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself (the dead grain produces
much grain)...

37. To be "lifted up from the earth" refers to His crucifixion, "drawing all peoples to Myself" to His people's
salvation...

38. Thus—here's  the  point—Christ  is  not  only  glorified  in  His  crucifixion,  but  also  resurrection  and
exaltation...

39. But you know what—I can even go a step further and suggest that Christ is glorified when He saves
sinners...
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40. There is a real sense in which every time a poor sinners says, "Sir I desire to see Jesus," He and His word
are glorified...

41. Acts 13:47-48—"For so the Lord has commanded us: I  have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you
should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.  Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and
glorified   the   word   of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed..."

42. What does it mean to "glorify the word of the Lord"—but believe and thus make known its absolute
trustworthiness (remember, to glorify is to make known the glory of something)...

III. A Glorious Principle—vv25-26

1. The glorious principle that I refer to is found in vv25-26, that describe the effects of Christ's death upon
His people...

2. And here's  the principle—just as Christ's  death preceded glory,  so too for His people,  death precedes
glory...   

3. A.W. Pink—"There must be the suffering before the glory: the Cross before the Crown"—this was true of
Christ, and it's true of every Christian...

4. [1] We die with Christ, v25—"He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life..."

5. Now—the first thing I want to say about this statement is—Christ is NOT describing something we must
do...

6. But He is describing something that has happened to every disciple—every disciple will die to the old
man...

7. The old man, the natural man, which loves itself and serves itself dies—the old sinful and selfish man
dies... 

8. NonChristians love their lives—that is, they live for themselves—they love and live for themselves and
not Christ...

9. Thus—by "hating" your life He means—the old man is put to death—and in his place there is raised a new
man...

10. The old man is put to death by virtue of Christ's death, which we experience when we have union with
Him by faith...

11. The only way a selfish sinner will ever cease loving his life and hate it—is by being united to Christ
Himself...

12. In other words, the Christian life begins with a radical DEATH—the old man with His old ways and loves
dies...

13. Oh my poor friend, surely this must be good news for a selfish and unloving sinner—you are not expected
to change yourself...

14. You ARE NOT expected to change your heart from being selfish and unloving, to being selfless and
loving... 

15. The gospel message is NOT—go and die to self, and then come—no, it's come to Christ and He will put to
death the old man...

16. My dear friend—you will never be able to "hate your life in this world"—for you by nature, "love your
life..."

17. This is a work only Christ can do by His Spirit—thus, you must come to Christ to get it, you must be
united to Christ...

18. Oh what a wonderful thought—the Christian message isn't come to Christ and He make into the BEST
you...

19. But come to Christ and He will kill the OLD YOU, and He will in its place, raise up a radically NEW
MAN...

20. You know—the differences between God's people and this world is very great—they are in every way
opposites...

21. [2] We live for Christ, v26—"If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me"—this statement describes what it
means to hate your life...

22. It fundamentally means—you no longer live for yourself, but now you live for Christ, His word, and His
people...
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23. To follow Him is to imitate Him—it's to obey Him—it's to love and worship Him—it describes us as
servants...

24. My dear friends, surely this is what it means to live—to no longer live for yourself but for Christ and
others...

25. This is what it means to practically no longer "love your life but hate it"—it's to take the place of a humble
servant... 

26. Husbands selflessly loving their wives, wives submitting to husbands, children obeying their parents, and
siblings giving preference to each other...

27. Furthermore, in the Church, people are not concerned with their own agendas, or with how others treat
them...

28. But  they are concerned with others—with serving others  and not  being served—for they now follow
Christ...

29. Christ came not be served but to serve—He came not to love His life but hate it—to do the will of His
Father...

30. And this is what's expected of every disciple—to follow their Master—to say know to self, and yes to
Him...

31. [3] We reign with Christ, v26—"and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him
My Father will honor..." 

32. It's most likely that when our Savior says "where I am" He's anticipating His return and enthronement in
heaven... 

33. Though when He said these words, He was still on earth, but He's anticipating a time, when He will be in
heaven...

34. Those who die with Me and thus live for Me—"there My servant will be also"—that is, will be with Him
in heaven...

35. Dear brethren—this is an amazing statement—every person united to Christ on earth, will be with Him in
heaven...

36. Perhaps I can put it this way—because the Head has gone into heaven, so also shall every member of His
body... 

37. Now—our  Savior  says—"if  anyone  serves  Me,  him My Father  will  honor"—that  is,  will  graciously
reward...

38. It's very possible nobody on earth will  honor you—in fact,  it's possible, even likely,  that you will  be
despised...

39. But it goes back to what I've already said—Christians don't  live for themselves and thus don't  expect
praise...

40. Every servant will be honored by the Father—every one who hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life...

41. My dear despised Christian friend—you must not expect more than your Master—if they hated Him, they
will hate you...

42. You must not expect to be treated better than He was—"If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me"—that is,
through suffering...

43. Every member of the body will follow its Head to heaven—and that means what He endured, we will
endure...

44. Rom.8:17—"If indeed we suffer with Him,  we will  also be glorified together"—that is,  glorified with
Him...

45. Though Christ's people take a beating in this world, they will soon be with Him, and then all tears will be
wiped away...

6


