
OUTLINE: 
 
TITLE: The Gospel Perspective on Contentment 
TEXT:  Philip 4:12-20 
THEME: The Gospel in life 
PROP.: We must allow the Gospel to frame our thinking about what makes 

us content. 
INTER.: How does the Gospel impact our thinking about what makes us 

content? 
 
I.    Peace in Life 
 

A. The Providence of God    
B. The Provision of God      
C. The Promise of God     
 

II.  The Praise to God 
 
 A. The adoration of God 
 B. The affirmation of the saints 
 C. The application of Grace 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
1. What did you hear? 
 
2. Why do people struggle with their “identity?” 
 
3. Do you think that most people live with the realization that there is a 

difference between who people think they are (what they are like) and who 
they really are?  What impact do you think this has on people’s sense of 
security and contentment? 

 
4. How should the Gospel affect our identity? 
 

-   What is the negative impact the Gospel should have when we tend to 
be proud or think too highly of ourselves? 

 
- What is the positive impact the Gospel should have when we tend to 

be defeated or feel worthless? 
 
5. What is the relationship between understanding our identity in Christ and 

our contentment? 
 
6. How does finding our identity in our “performance” (how well we do, how 

much we accomplish) erode our contentment and cause us to become 
focused on the temporal rather than the eternal? 

 



7. How can settling our identity in Christ and finding our satisfaction in 
Christ impact our relationships?   

 
8. How can finding my identity in my marriage or in my job be destructive?   
 
9. How can finding my identity in Christ be beneficial to my marriage? 
 
10. Paul found comfort in the providence of God – what does that mean?  How 

do thoughts of chance, luck, or fate impact our peace of heart? 
 
11. Paul rejoiced in the provision of God.  How important is it that we 

purposefully give God credit for everything?  How does this practice 
impact our view of “possessions?” 

 
12. What does the promise of God to “supply all of our needs according to His 

riches in glory” really mean?  Look at Phil 4:20:  Is this an open ended 
promise or is it connected to circumstances which make it true or affect 
whether or not we can claim it? 


