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Message #75              Matthew 21:23-46 

 

JESUS PROMISED THAT THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS WOULD BE DESTROYED  

BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF, WHICH LED TO THEIR HATEFUL AND HOST-

ILE TREATMENT OF GOD’S SERVANTS AND SON. 

 

This is not a favorable passage for religious frauds.  This is not a positive text for those who 

oppose truth and those who proclaim it.  Jesus is verbally challenged by some religious leaders 

and when He is, He launches into a series of illustrations which are designed to expose and 

threaten these religious pretenders. 

 

PART #1 – The  confrontation  -Jesus’ authority is challenged by the religious leaders.   

                       21:23-27 

 

Fact #1 - The religious leaders  question  Jesus.  21:23 

When Jesus came to the temple, the chief priests, elders and Pharisees (v. 45) come to Christ and 

want to know where He gets His authority to do the things He does.  Now specifically they have 

in mind the fact that He came into Jerusalem receiving praise from people; He went into the 

temple, overturned tables and drove people out, plus He healed blind and lame people in the 

temple.  Then He taught with great power and authority. 

 

Before moving on, I want to make an important observation.  When God’s authoritative power 

is present, people sense it, even those who are not right with God.  They may hate the truth 

and the one presenting the truth, but they know they are hearing the truth and there is 

power in it. 

 

Fact #2 - Jesus  questions  the religious leaders.  21:24-25 

Jesus knew that these leaders were trying to trap Him, so He said I will ask you one question and 

you answer it for Me and then I will answer your question: “Did John get his authority from 

heaven or from men?  If the leaders really answered this question, they would have their answer 

to the question they asked Jesus.  The baptism Jesus refers to is the preaching of John which 

demanded that Israel repent of sin (Matt. 3:1-2, 6). 

 

Fact #3 - The religious leaders  refuse  to answer Jesus’ question.  21:25-27 

A. If they admit John got his authority from heaven, they admit they didn’t respond and believe 

in God’s man or God’s message.  They condemn themselves before God. 

B. If they admit John got his authority from men, the people would turn against them because 

they believed John was a prophet of God.  They would condemn themselves before men. 

 

They decided to respond by saying, “We do not know.”  The truth is they did know, but they 

refused to answer the question. 

 

Fact #4 - Jesus  refused  to answer their question.  21:27 

 

 



              p. 169 

 

PART #2 – The  illustration  -Jesus tells two stories to confront the religious leaders.  21:28-46 

 

Illustration #1 - Jesus tells a story to illustrate the leaders  rejection  and  rebellion .  21:28-32 

Some manuscripts reverse the order of this, but the older manuscripts have it this way: 

 

(Son #1) - 21:29  The Son who submits his  life  to the Father’s will. 

The first son verbally said he would not go and later regretted it and did go (21:29).  This is a 

sinner who is initially bold in his rebellion. 

 

(Son #2) - 21:30  The Son who submits his  lips  to the Father’s will. 

The second son verbally said he would go, but decided not to go (21:30).  This son represents 

one who can talk a good game.  Jesus asks in verse 31, which did the will of his father?  The 

answer is the one who initially did not respond right, but eventually did do right.  Jesus says 

when John came preaching that sins could be forgiven by Me, the tax collectors and prostitutes 

and sinners were the first to believe in me, even though initially they were steeped in sin.  They 

repented and they were remorseful over their sins.  On the other hand, the religious frauds who 

were telling everyone they were right with God would not repent of their sins and they would not 

believe in Me. 

 

Illustration #2 - Jesus tells a story to illustrate God’s  retribution  on the leaders.  21:33-46 

Jesus tells a story of a landowner who designed everything and then entrusted the care of it to 

others while He was not physically present (v. 33).  At harvest time he sent his servants to go  

to his vineyard to reap produce.  When his servants got there, those that were caring for his 

property beat, killed and stoned the servants and they did this over and over again (v. 34-36). 

 

Finally the owner sent his son.  But when his son got there, they recognized him as the son and 

they killed him and tried to take His inheritance.  They took him out of the vineyard, out of the 

temple, out of Jerusalem and they killed him (v. 37-39).  Lenski brings out a good point–no 

father would ever send his son into a situation in which all of his previous representatives had 

been killed.  But this shows the vast difference between what men would do and what God did 

do.  He sent His Son into this world knowing He would be killed.  Jesus then asked a question 

(v. 40)–when the owner physically comes, what do you think he will do with those vineyard 

keepers?  They slit their own throats with the answer in verse 41–He will bring those wretched 

men to a wretched end and he will bring others in to share in His fruit.  The religious leaders of 

Israel had done these things to God’s servants and they were about to do this with God’s Son and 

God’s Son is warning them of their doom. 

 

In verse 42 Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22-23 in reference to Himself.  He is the stone and Israel 

rejected Him and now the program of God would be taken from Israel to the Gentiles.  Notice 

verse 43 the phrase “kingdom of God,” not “kingdom of heaven.”  God’s program was in the 

process of swinging from Jew to Gentile.  However, one who does not believe on Him will be 

crushed by this stone. 
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Carefully notice verse 45–these leaders knew Jesus was talking about them.  They knew they 

were in rebellion and they knew they deserved wrath; but instead of repenting, they wanted to 

kill Jesus Christ.  Here is an important point to see–just because one understands God’s truth 

does not mean he will accept God’s truth.  He may rebel against it just like these leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


