
  

Westminster Confession of Faith
Lesson 4: Of Creatures and Monsters (Ch. 4-7)



  

Chapters 4-7

● Chapter 4 – Creation

● Chapter 5 – Providence

● Chapter 6 – Fall, Sin, and Punishment

● Chapter 7 – God's Covenant with Man



  

What is Creation?

● An Act and a Thing
● An Act of God – Ex Nihilo

4.1: It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his 
eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the 
beginning, to create, or make of nothing, the 
world, and all things therein whether visible or 
invisible, in the space of six days; and all very 
good.



  

What is Creation?
An Act of God

● Genesis 1:1 – In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.

● John 1:3 – All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made.

● Hebrews 11:3 – 3 By faith we understand that 
the universe was created by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of things 
that are visible.



  

What is Creation?
A Thing

● A created thing

● A dependent thing

● The creator-creature distinction:



  

The Creator-Creature Distinction



  

The Creator-Creature Distinction

● God is God, and we are not.
● No overlap of God and creation.
● Creation is not divine, nor is God created.  
● The creature can only think God's thoughts 

after him.  
● The necessity of revelation to know God.
● All knowledge of God is covenantal (see ch. 7)



  

Chapter 5: Providence

● God sees all things in advance.
● Since he sees all history in advance, he knows 

all things which shall come to pass.
● But he see and knows all things which come to 

pass only because he willed all things that shall 
come to pass.  



  

Chapter 5: Providence

5.1: God the great Creator of all things doth 
uphold, direct, dispose, and  govern all 
creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest 
even to the least, by his most wise and holy 
providence, according to his infallible 
foreknowledge, and the free and immutable 
counsel of his own will,to the praise of the glory 
of his wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and 
mercy.



  

Providence

Hebrews 1:3 - He is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high

● No Deism
● God creates, and personal preserves his 

creation



  

Providence

● But what about evil and sinful actions of men?

5.2: The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite 
goodness of God so far manifest themselves in his providence, 
that it extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other sins of 
angels and men...yet so, as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth 
only from the creature, and not from God, who, being most holy 
and righteous, neither is nor can be the author or approver of 
sin



  

Chapter 6 – The Fall and Sin



  

The Fall and Sin

● In Adam's Fall, We Sinned All
● The Doctrine of Original Sin

6.3 - They being the root of all mankind, the 
guilt of this sin was imputed; and the same 
death in sin, and corrupted nature, conveyed to 
all their posterity descending from them by 
ordinary generation.



  

Chapter 7 – On the Covenant

● This explains the arrangement of the covenant 
between God and man in the garden

7.2 - The first covenant made with man was a 
covenant of works, wherein life was promised 
to Adam; and in him to his posterity, upon 
condition of perfect and personal obedience.



  

Chapter 7 – The Covenant of Works

● Representative Principle
● Federal Headship
● First and Second Adam – Romans 5
● Covenant Representation in:

1.  God and Man (Jesus for Man Eternally)

2.  King and Nation (e.g., David)

3.  Father and Family  



  

Chapter 7 - Covenant

● What is a Covenant?

● A Covenant is a relationship which God established 
with us and guarantees by his Word.

● The bonds within Creation that exists between 
different parts of the creation exist not because society 
says so, but because God says so.  He forms relations 
of headship, office, authority structure, and the created 
order.  

● All of Life is covenantal!  


