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                               THE LION SHALL LIE WITH THE LAMB – PHOTO ORIGIN UNKNOWN 
 
THE FESTIVAL OF TABERNACLES OR BOOTHS (HEBREW SUKKOT) 
 
Zechariah 14:16 
 

16And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations that 
came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, 
Jehovah of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 17And it shall be, that 
whoso of all the families of the earth goeth not up unto Jerusalem to worship 
the King, Jehovah of hosts, upon them there shall be no rain (ASV 1901). 

 
The Gentile nations along with the Jews will be coming up to Jerusalem to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles (aka Booths). The ancient Israelites were required to appear before the 
Lord three times in the year (Exodus 23:17; Deuteronomy 16:16)—at the festivals of the 
Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. But the Gentiles are here required to present 
themselves only once. This will be to pay an annual homage to the King of the earth. For 
the ancient Jews this festival commemorated the ingathering of the harvest but also Divine 
protection and therefor it is a fitting symbol of their entrance into the Millennial Kingdom.  
 
The Jewish Tabernacle and after it Temple were the center of life for the nation Israel. 
These formed the essence of the “protection of God” for the ancient Israelites. So too was 
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the Exodus where they lived in tents for the forty years of wandering but seeing God and 
experiencing His protection.  
 
Leviticus 23:33-44 
 

33And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, 34Speak unto the children of Israel, 
saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the feast of tabernacles 
for seven days unto Jehovah. 35On the first day shall be a holy convocation: ye 
shall do no servile work. 36Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire 
unto Jehovah: on the eighth day shall be a holy convocation unto you; and ye 
shall offer an offering made by fire unto Jehovah: it is a solemn assembly; ye 
shall do no servile work. 37These are the set feasts of Jehovah, which ye shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto 
Jehovah, a burnt-offering, and a meal-offering, a sacrifice, and drink-
offerings, each on its own day; 38besides the sabbaths of Jehovah, and besides 
your gifts, and besides all your vows, and besides all your freewill-offerings, 
which ye give unto Jehovah. 39Howbeit on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month, when ye have gathered in the fruits of the land, ye shall keep the feast 
of Jehovah seven days: on the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the 
eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 40And ye shall take you on the first day the 
fruit of goodly trees, branches of palm-trees, and boughs of thick trees, and 
willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before Jehovah your God seven 
days. 41And ye shall keep it a feast unto Jehovah seven days in the year: it is a 
statute for ever throughout your generations; ye shall keep it in the seventh 
month. 42Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are home-born in Israel 
shall dwell in booths; 43that your generations may know that I made the 
children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt: I am Jehovah your God. 44And Moses declared unto the children of 
Israel the set feasts of Jehovah (ASV 1901). 

 
IN MODERN ISRAEL THIS FESTIVAL IS STILL KEPT 
 
A sukkah is a temporary dwelling built during the Jewish holiday of Sukkot. ("Sukkot" is 
the plural form of the Hebrew word "sukkah.") The sukkah hearkens back to times in 
ancient Israel when Jews would build huts near the edges of their fields during the harvest 
season. These dwellings not only provided shade but also allowed the workers to 
maximize the amount of time they spent in the fields, harvesting their food more quickly 
as a result. The sukkah is also said to represent the temporary shelters in which the Jewish 
people lived while wandering in the desert for 40 years (Leviticus 23:42-43). 
 
A sukkah usually has at least two and a half sides, which can be constructed of any 
material so long as the sides are secure and don't flap in the wind. The roof must be made 
of natural, unprocessed materials that have grown in the ground - such as tree branches, 
bamboo poles or even wood that's been shaped into planks. In addition, the roof should be 
left open so that people inside the sukkah can see the sky. The sukkah is often decorated 
with autumn fruit and vegetables, which are tied to strings and then hung around the 
sukkah. 
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During Sukkot it is traditional to eat at least one meal in the sukkah. Many people will try 
to eat in the sukkah more often though, especially if they have children who can revel in 
the novelty of eating outdoors. 
 
Although some people build a sukkah in their yards, in modern times it is more common 
for synagogues to build a sukkah for the community to enjoy.1 
 
The Lord’s festivals had a specific time for their yearly occurrence. They also represented 
some spiritual event. For example Passover represents Christ’s sacrifice. Each festival had 
some spiritual prophetic significance and they have all been fulfilled except Booths. 
Because the spiritual completion of this festival will finally be completed in the 
Millennium it is specifically mentioned in Scripture as being carried out then. In other 
words at no other time in the past was this Feast’s spiritual completion fulfilled. It will 
take place in the Millennial Kingdom where all will enjoy God’s grace and protection. 
 
SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SEVEN FESTIVALS OF OUR LORD 
 

1. PASSOVER was fulfilled in the death of Christ the Redeemer, but clearly continues 
to the Millennium as a ceremony. (I Corinthians 5:7; I Peter 1:9) 

2. THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD is being fulfilled in the holy separate walk of 
the believer who fellowships with our Savior (I Corinthians 5:6-8; II Corinthians 
7:1; Galatians 5:7-9) 

3. THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS was fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ (I Corinthians 
15:23) 

4. THE FEAST OF PENTECOST was fulfilled in the establishment of the Church at 
Pentecost fifty days after the resurrection of Jesus (I Corinthians 10:16; 12:12-13) 

5. THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS will be fulfilled in the future regathering of Israel at the 
beginning of the Kingdom (Isaiah 18:3, 7; 27:12-13; Ezekiel 37:1-14) 

6. THE DAY OF ATONEMENT will be fulfilled in its prophetic features in the final 
conversion of “all Israel” at the Second Coming (Zechariah 12:10-13; 13:1 
Romans 11:26) 

 
Tabernacles had characteristics, which other feasts did not have. For example it was the 
harvest festival of joy and thanksgiving. It was a celebration not only of the full 
ingathering of the harvest work of the Israelis in the field, but also of the fruit and of the 
vintage. It is interestingly therefore that the only one characterized as “the Feast of 
Ingatherings” (Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:13). It can be seen how this festival 
represents the Millennial Kingdom when all the righteous from Heaven and the earth are 
ingathered to live in peace and harmony for one thousand years. 
 
AT THE TRANSFIGURATION PETER THOUGHT THE KINGDOM WAS BEGINNING 
 
Matthew 17: 1-4 
 

1 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart: 2and he was 
transfigured before them; and his face did shine as the sun, and his garments 

                                                
1 About Judaism, Jewish Holidays, definition of a Sukkah, 
http://judaism.about.com/od/glossary/g/sukkah.htm accessed on February 1, 2014 
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became white as the light. 3And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and 
Elijah talking with him. 4And Peter answered, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 
good for us to be here: if thou wilt, I will make here three tabernacles; one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah (ASV 1901). 

 
Since the Lord was shining in radiant beauty, as He will when He returns expressed in 
Revelation 1 and 19, Peter seemed to believe that Jesus was establishing the Kingdom at 
that time. The disciples were just enjoying a foretaste of the Kingdom. Moses and Elijah 
will be in the Kingdom with Jesus as King. So Peter asked the Lord if he could make three 
tabernacles (booths or sukkots) for them as a commemoration. Peter had the right idea but 
his timing was at least two thousand years early. 
 
The only two Millennial Festivals explicitly listed in the Bible passages regarding the 
Millennium are in the Zechariah 14:16 passage (Tabernacles) and Ezekiel 45:21 (Passover 
and the use of unleavened bread). The rest do not have any mention but some 
commentators seem to see all of them in those passages 

 
Sukkot is the only agrarian festival of the seven, which will be clearly be carried out in the 
Millennium. Passover will be celebrated as a celebration of Jesus’ work for us. All the 
others will have been prophetically fulfilled and will not need to be completed. Therefore 
it is subject to some speculation to affirm that all the seven festivals will be carried out 
during the Millennial Kingdom. I think a strong case can be made for three at best, but this 
is not an issue to be dogmatic about because it is dependent upon much contextual 
interpretation. 
 
Why does the Bible in Millennium passages omit explicit discussion of the other agrarian 
feasts? Those are the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Pentecost, the Feast of 
Trumpets, and the Day of Atonement. It is possible with the New Covenant (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) fully implemented they others will be unnecessary, as they have been already 
fulfilled. It is also possible that the Lord Jesus our Messiah will command a new version.  
We must remember that the Jews will finally be the head of the world instead of the tail 
(Deuteronomy 28:13). The theocratic governmental system under King Jesus will be 
strongly Jewish in nature. So we can expect to have celebrations strongly influenced by 
the Jewish feasts. So even though only two of the six annual feasts under the Levitical 
system (cf. Leviticus 23:4–44) are explicitly stated in the millennial passages of Scripture 
possibly more will be carried out. The Feast of Passover which celebrates national 
cleansing clearly continues, which ceremonially will point back to Christ’s death, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles that will finally be fulfilled pointing to Israel’s new position in God’s 
Millennial Kingdom. What a glorious future all of God’s children have to look forward to. 
 
PUNISHMENT FOR NOT KEEPING THE FESTIVAL 
 
Zechariah 14:17 
 

17And it shall be, that whoso of all the families of the earth goeth not up unto 
Jerusalem to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, upon them there shall be no 
rain (ASV 1901). 

 
For those people who do not go up to Jerusalem to keep the feast of Tabernacles the Lord 
will withhold rain. He has threatened this before and it is a terrible punishment. 
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Deuteronomy 11:16-17 
 

16Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and ye turn aside, and 
serve other gods, and worship them; 17and the anger of Jehovah be kindled 
against you, and he shut up the heavens, so that there shall be no rain, and the 
land shall not yield its fruit; and ye perish quickly from off the good land 
which Jehovah giveth you (ASV 1901). 

 
Within the Mosaic Law as we see here in Deuteronomy 11:16-17 the Lord threatens to use 
drought as punishment for not worshipping Him and serving other Gods. Both Testaments 
are filled with situations where He carried it out or repeated the threat (Leviticus 26:18-
21,23-24, 27-29; I Kings 8:35-36, 17:1; II Chronicles 7:13-14; Isaiah 5:6; Jeremiah 3:3, 
5:24-25, 14:4, 22; Haggai 1:10-11; James 5:17; Revelation 11:6 etc.).  
 
The feast of Tabernacles is a celebration of plenty at harvest and if people will not go to 
worship the king of the earth who gives the circumstances for plenty such as rain, produce, 
sun and so forth, He will take away the rain. In a spiritual sense, rain represents the grace 
and blessing of God; these are withheld from those who refuse to worship him and 
willfully cut themselves off from the Church in this age. At the essence of this threat is; 
those families, which do not come to worship the Lord, will be punished by Him with the 
withdrawal of the blessings of His grace. In one manner or another this concept is true in 
all ages and all generations. If you don’t worship the Lord and occupy yourself with other 
activities He will extract His obedience to Him from you. It is important to realize this. 
 
Romans14: 11 
 

For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, to me every knee shall bow, And 
every tongue shall confess to God (ASV 1901). 

 
When Paul wrote this he was referencing Isaiah when he said, “For it is written.”  
 
Isaiah 45:23 
 

By myself have I sworn, the word is gone forth from my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear (ASV 1901). 

 
Now both of these verses say, “every knee shall bow.” This does not mean that only those 
who decide to give obedience to God. It means all creatures in Heaven on the earth and 
under the earth.  This means that God in Christ controls everything and must be obeyed. 
So every person who has ever lived regardless of whether they loved and followed Him or 
hated Him will bow to Him. All the demons, Satan and the rest of the myriads of the 
celestial host will bow too. Paul affirmed this in Philippians. 
 
Philippians 2:10 
 

That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and 
things on earth and things under the earth (ASV 1901). 
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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM 
 
ISAIAH 65: 17-25 
 

17For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things 
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18But be ye glad and rejoice for 
ever in that which I create; for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and 
her people a joy. 19And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people; and 
there shall be heard in her no more the voice of weeping and the voice of 
crying. 20There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that 
hath not filled his days; for the child shall die a hundred years old, and the 
sinner being a hundred years old shall be accursed. 21And they shall build 
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 
them. 22They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and 
another eat: for as the days of a tree shall be the days of my people, and my 
chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain, 
nor bring forth for calamity; for they are the seed of the blessed of Jehovah, 
and their offspring with them. 24And it shall come to pass that, before they 
call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25The wolf and 
the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust 
shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain, saith Jehovah (ASV 1901). 

 
This passage begins with an announcement that there will be a new creation of the 
heavens and the earth. This is not be confused with Revelation 21-22 which is a 
description of the Eternal Order. This announcement within Isaiah 65 discusses a 
renovation of the existing heavens and earth. That is the Messianic or Millennial 
Kingdom. The new creation discussed in Revelation is not a renovation but truly a fresh 
new order of things.  The word create used here signifies a miraculous transformation  
which God will accomplish. The results will include many of the aspects of the time/space 
order we experience today. In Israel for example the Mediterranean and Dead Seas will 
remain in tact. However within the land Israel there will be a new mountain, which will be 
the highest on earth. Some of these characteristics are: 
 

1. The New Millennial Mountain 
2. Jerusalem will be renovated 
3. Life and death will be dramatically altered 
4. Infant mortality will be eliminated 
5. The Minimum age of death will be 100 
6. One dying at 100 will be considered to have died young 
7. Death in the Kingdom will be for unbelievers only 
8. At the beginning of the 1,000 years all people with natural bodies will be believers 
9. Those with glorified bodies will not be able to sin 
10. All Jews will be saved just before the Second Coming 
11. All unbelieving Gentiles will be executed in the sheep and goat judgment 
12. All believing Gentiles will go into the Kingdom in natural bodies 
13. Their offspring will be required to accept the Lord for salvation 
14. All with natural bodies will have to capacity to sin 
15. If they accept Christ before their 100th year they will be saved if not they will die 
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16. There will be exceptional peace and prosperity characterized by longevity, the 
absence of calamity and turmoil and instantaneous response from God. The 
animal kingdom will be at peace with each other and mankind as well. 

 
Micah 4:1-5 
 

1 But in the latter days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of Jehovah’s 
house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted 
above the hills; and peoples shall flow unto it. 2And many nations shall go and 
say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, and to the house of 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from 
Jerusalem; 3and he will judge between many peoples, and will decide 
concerning strong nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 4But they shall 
sit every man under his vine and under his fig-tree; and none shall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath spoken it. 5For all the peoples 
walk every one in the name of his god; and we will walk in the name of 
Jehovah our God for ever and ever. 6In that day, saith Jehovah, will I 
assemble that which is lame, and I will gather that which is driven away, and 
that which I have afflicted; 7and I will make that which was lame a remnant, 
and that which was cast far off a strong nation: and Jehovah will reign over 
them in mount Zion from henceforth even for ever (ASV 1901). 

 
This passage also speaks of the Mountain of Jehovah's House becoming the worldwide 
center of attention to the world's Gentile population. The Kingdom will be a time of 
messianic teaching and the absence of war as universal peace permeates the entire 
Kingdom. Micah also adds that this time will be a time of personal peace and prosperity 
with Israel's total allegiance being to God. 
 
Jesus as the absolute ruler on earth will govern the Messianic Kingdom. His throne will be 
in Jerusalem. The government will be split into two branches, a Jewish branch and a 
Gentile branch. It is quite clear from both Testaments that Jesus will sit upon David’s 
Throne in Jerusalem ruling the Jews and Gentiles. It is important to view those passages 
that develop the Davidic Covenant and those that demonstrate that the Messiah will be a 
king over a literal physical kingdom. God set up His Son as the King in Jerusalem. 
 

Psalm 2:6-8 Yet I have set my king Upon my holy hill of Zion. I will tell of the 
decree: Jehovah said unto me, Thou art my son; This day have I begotten thee. 
Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations for thine inheritance, And the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

 
Although the Throne will be established in Jerusalem but the Kingdom will extend over 
the entire earth including all the Gentile nations. 
 

Isaiah 9: 6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the 
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throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from henceforth even forever. The zeal of 
Jehovah of hosts will perform this (ASV 1901). 

 
A child is to be born into the Jewish nation who is a Son of the House of David upon 
Whom the entire control of the government will rest. The names given to this child can 
only apply to God Himself. With the eternality of the Davidic Dynasty assured, the 
Throne and Kingdom will rest upon the God-Man. From a human standpoint He will be a 
descendant of David. From a deity standpoint He is eternal and so is His Throne. Isaiah 
describes the characteristics of the rule of the Messianic King. 

 
1. The government will increase in authority and peace. 
2. There will be no end to Messiah’s rule or the Throne of David. 
3. The God-Man will establish it and will uphold it. 
4. It will be characterized by justice and righteousness forever 
5. The burning zeal of God guarantees the establishment of the Kingdom 
6. God’s zeal will continue to burn until the Kingdom is realized. 

 
Isaiah also adds to the previous verses. 
 

Isaiah 16:5 And a throne shall be established in lovingkindness; and one shall 
sit thereon in truth, in the tent of David, judging, and seeking justice, and swift 
to do righteousness. 

 
Isaiah declares that the throne will be established upon God’s loyal love. He who sits on 
this throne will be from the House of David and will be characterized by truth. Further, He 
will be the King and the Judge. He will make sure that true justice will be carried out. 
True justice will emanate from the righteousness of the King. Jeremiah also has similar 
prophecies. 

 
 Jeremiah 23: 5-6 Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called: Jehovah our righteousness. 
 

Jeremiah says that this King will be a descendant of David, sit on David’s Throne and be 
called Jehovah our righteousness. This can only be the God-Man Jesus. Wisdom, justice 
and righteousness will characterize his reign. Israel’s security will lie within Him. 
 
 
NEXT WEEK:   
 
ADDITIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM, PUNISHMENT OF EGYPT 
 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
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