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JESUS SAVES THE REMNANT 
 
Zechariah 13:7-9 
 

7Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 
saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered; 
and I will turn my hand upon the little ones. 8And it shall come to pass, that in 
all the land, saith Jehovah, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the 
third shall be left therein. 9And I will bring the third part into the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. They shall 
call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people; and they 
shall say, Jehovah is my God (ASV 1901). 

 
THE DEATH OF THE MESSIAH 
 
Zechariah 13:7 
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7Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 
saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered; 
and I will turn my hand upon the little ones (ASV 1901). 

 
The Lord now makes a sharp and sudden departure from speaking of the elimination of 
false shepherds (prophets) from Israel at the end of the Great Tribulation. He now begins 
to speak of the True Shepherd and what His fate will be. This prophecy was given in 485 
B.C., so the True Shepherd would not be on the earth for another 485 years. Jehovah God 
gave the Jews at least two prophecies of both false prophets and the true prophets. On the 
one hand He said, “1 If there arise in the midst of thee a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, 
and he give thee a sign or a wonder, 2and the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he 
spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us 
serve them; 3thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or unto that dreamer 
of dreams: for Jehovah your God proveth (is testing) you, to know whether ye love 
Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul (Deuteronomy 13:1-3).  
 
On the other hand He also said,” 15Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 16according to 
all that thou desiredst of Jehovah thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let 
me not hear again the voice of Jehovah my God, neither let me see this great fire any 
more, that I die not. 17And Jehovah said unto me, They have well said that which they have 
spoken. 18I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee; and I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command 
him” (Deuteronomy 18:15-18). 
 
It is quite clear from these two verses that God sent the false prophets to Israel in order for 
Jehovah your God proveth (to test) you.   He wanted to test them to for them to see if they 
loved Him enough to follow him or would they follow the false shepherds. God also said 
that He would send the True Shepherd. He would put His words in His mouth, which 
means that He will clearly speak God’s Word and this person would come from the Nation 
Israel (from among their brethren).  
 
As a result of this some see this verse as continuing on from the discussion of the 
elimination of the false prophets who have the wounds between their hands. Therefore 
they see this as a continued punishment of the worthless shepherd. They see the same 
Hebrew word for shepherd haroeh, which is found in Zechariah 11:7 describing a 
worthless shepherd. This link seems to provide some validation of that position. There are 
however strong evidences to refute this and see this verse as a description of the sacrifice 
of the Good Shepherd, our Lord Jesus. It is important to keep in mind that these last three 
chapters of Zechariah are about the general time of the latter days. One component of that 
is the sacrifice of the Messiah to provide the gateway to Heaven for all who would 
believe. One other strong factor is the repeating of this verse in the New Testament and 
what it describes there.  
 
JESUS CITES THE ZECHARIAH PASSAGE 
 
Jesus finished the last supper with His apostles by giving them communion. After that He 
said that He would not drink wine any longer on this earth until He set up the Messianic 
Kingdom. They all then sang a hymn and went to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 26:26-
30). What He said to them about what was about to happen to Him and their response is 
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pertinent to our determination of the validity of assigning Zechariah 13:7 to a discussion 
of the false prophets or the Good Shepherd.  
 
Matthew 26:31 
 

Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: 
for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered abroad (KJV). 

 
Zechariah 13:7 clearly refers to the death of the Lord Jesus the Jewish Messiah. Jesus 
Himself repeated it to His apostles the evening before His crucifixion. He also said that in 
concert with the Zechariah passage the sheep would scattered abroad. This indeed happen 
as the apostles and His followers all left Him. Peter even lied about knowing Him when 
questioned (Matthew 26:70-74) about being seen with Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus prophesied 
this to Peter (Matthew 26:34). They did this because they did not fully realize that He is 
God and would be resurrected from the dead. Consider the comments of one of His 
disciples on the road to Emmaus after His resurrection. 
 
Luke 24:13-20 
 

13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, 
which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 14 And they talked 
together of all these things which had happened. 15 And it came to pass, that, 
while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and 
went with them. 16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 
17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye 
have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 18 And the one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in 
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in 
these days? 19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people: 20 And how the chief priests and our rulers 
delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. 21 But we 
trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all 
this, to day is the third day since these things were done (KJV). 

 
The sheep scattering in broader application also represents the nation Israel that would be 
forced into the diaspora in 70 AD and 135 AD. When Titus Vespasian, the Roman 
general, invaded Jerusalem in 70 A.D. fulfilling part of Christ’s prophecy, he destroyed 
the Temple, sacked the city, and scattered the Jews who lived there to other countries, 
sending them to join others of the Diaspora. This added to the population of the earlier 
Diasporas, which took place in 722 B.C and 586 B.C. Then around 132-135 A.D. the Jews 
under Simon Bar Cochba rose up against the Roman rule, and the Romans tried 
unsuccessfully to put down the rebellion for three years. Hadrian finally put it down in 
135 A.D., the remaining Jews were scattered to regions outside Israel and their land was 
renamed by the Romans Palestina. 
 
This is followed by a remarkable passage in which Zechariah writes the Lords Words, 
“and I will turn my hand upon the little ones.” Here in this marvellous prophecy God is 
stating that the Jews will suffer much during the coming age until Christ returns. We call 
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this period the Church Age. One event triggered much persecution of the Jews, which 
eventually developed into the Nazi Holocaust. It is called Replacement Theology. 
 
REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY 

 
There is a heretical concept within Christianity accepted by many so-called “Christian” 
groups. It is characterized as heretical because it is nowhere to be found in Scripture and 
contradicts Scripture. In fact there are verses in the Old Testament clearly testifying that 
God loves the Jews (for example Leviticus 26). Replacement Theology and its general 
hatred of the Jews gave rise to significant persecutions culminating with the Nazi 
Holocaust. In the end, this actually provided the impetus for them to have a homeland 
again.  

 
As the Church grew in the early years many Gentiles came in and Jews were converted as 
well. The Roman civil authorities persecuted both groups. This was partially carried out 
due to the Bar Cochba Revolt and because the Christians were considered a sect of 
Judaism. There did not seem to be any significant disputes between Jewish and Gentile 
believers in Christ in the early Church. The Jews who did not recognize Christ as their 
Messiah did not accept the Jews who became Christians, or the Church in general, as a 
valid expression of God’s outworking. One exception to this was Gamaliel, a Pharisee and 
teacher of the Jewish Law. He said, “if this new Christianity is of God it will flourish and 
cannot be stopped” (Acts 5: 39). 

 
When the Roman Emperor Constantine issued his Edict of Milan (commonly called the 
Edict of Toleration, 313 A.D.) it ended the Christian persecution and set the stage for 
Christianity being merged with the state.i It would not happen during his reign but in the 
reign of his second successor Theodosius I. On February 27, 380 A.D. he published the 
so-called "Edict of Thessalonica" (decree "Cunctos populos", Codex Theodosianus 
xvi.1.2) and ordered that all Roman subjects profess the faith of the bishops of Rome and 
Alexandria (i.e., the Christian faith as amalgamated into semi-Christian pagan religion 
which he called Catholica).  

 
We desire that all peoples subject to Our benign Empire shall live under the same 
religion that the Divine Peter, the Apostle, gave to the Romans, and which the said 
religion declares was introduced by himself, and which it is well known that the 
Pontiff Damascus, and Peter, Bishop of Alexandria, a man of apostolic sanctity, 
embraced; that is to say, in accordance with the rules of apostolic discipline and the 
evangelical doctrine, we should believe that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
constitute a single Deity, endowed with equal majesty, and united in the Holy 
Trinity. We order all those who follow this law to assume the name of Catholic 
Christians, and considering others as demented and insane, we order that they shall 
bear the infamy of heresy; and when the Divine vengeance which they merit has 
been appeased, they shall afterwards be punished in accordance with Our 
resentment, which we have acquired from the judgment of Heaven. 
 
Dated at Thessalonica, on the third of the Kalends of March, during the Consulate of 
Gratian, Consul for the fifth time, and Theodosius.ii 

 
He was essentially saying everyone but Catholic Christians are demented, insane and will 
be punished. He directed this punishment at the Jews and non-Catholic Christians, and 
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encouraged others to do the same. So from this point on we have early Church fathers 
expressing the same vehemence toward the Jews and non-Catholic Christians.  
 
This forced all members of the Church at Rome to become Catholic Christians. Since 
Christianity is a based upon personal faith and being chosen by God, false professions of 
faith to avoid death threats were detrimental to the purity of the professing Church at 
Rome. The result was a severe paganization of the Christian Church. The group at Rome 
became populated with pagans and grew significantly in numbers. This growth caused this 
Church to think of themselves as more significant than other regional churches. They 
called themselves the Roman Catholic Church and declared their headquarters at Rome. 

 
This merging of Church with State brought the Dark Ages upon the world and many 
unbiblical practices entered the previously pure, but persecuted, Church. Some of these 
are: baptismal regeneration; clergy celibacy; The Eucharist (Transubstantiation), 
indulgences, Mary as Co-Mediatrix and Co-Redemptorix; penance, and others.  
 
As a result many in the so-called Christian community at large began to speak out against 
the Jews. One such individual was John Chrysostom. At Antioch in 387 A.D. he preached 
eight virulent sermons against the Jews.iii He was characterized, as being prone to an 
oratorical style, which was elaborate, sinewy, and incisive.iv The following is a quote from 
one of those fiery messages:  

 
Don’t be surprised if I’ve called the Jews wretched, for truly they are wretched 
and miserable since they spurned the numerous blessings which came into 
their hands from heaven, and they took great pains to throw them away. Tell 
me, if someone had killed your son, could you bear to lay eyes on them? 
Could you bear to listen to their greeting? Wouldn’t you avoid them as you 
would an evil spirit, as the devil himself? The Jews killed your Master’s 
Son—do you have the effrontery to go with them to the same place? The one 
who was killed has honored you to the point of making you his brother or 
sister and co-heir, whereas you treat him with dishonor to the point of 
honoring those who killed the Master and crucified the Son, and worshipping 
in their company during the festivals, and going to their impure places, and 
entering their unclean doors, and taking part in the table of demons. (I’m 
persuaded to call the fast of the Jews ‘the table of demons’ because they killed 
God.)v  

 
In light of the above quote, it is not surprising that the Jews took on the label within the 
early church of “Christ Killers.” This is interesting since it makes obvious the Church’s 
faulty understanding of the Scriptures. Christ made it very clear; He laid down His life 
willingly and of His own accord (John 6:51; 10:15, etc.). God Himself was the perpetrator 
of this event, not the Jews. People did not read the Scriptures accurately or completely 
then, just as they don’t today. If they did, they would never as genuine Christians ever 
have developed Replacement Theology. Perhaps the earliest inkling of this heresy came 
from Ignatius of Antioch (70-107 AD) who suggested that the Church is the New Israel.vi  
 
Chrysostom's contemporary, Augustine (354-430 AD), was somewhat more restrained 
toward the Jews. He affirmed Paul’s teaching in Romans that we have a duty to love the 
Jews, but he shared the view of other Church Fathers. He thought that Judas was the 
image of the Jewish people. From Augustine came the theory that the Jews are a “witness-
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people,” destined to live as testimony to both evil and Christian truth, but who were not to 
be killed, for “like Cain they bore a sign, let them live among us, but let them suffer and 
be continually humiliated.”vii He may have said they should not be persecuted, but by his 
comments he implicitly endorsed their persecution. 

 
Though opposed to mass murder of Jews, France's Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153 AD) 
declared that they were “a race who had not God for their father, but were of the devil.” 
Following the custom of theologians of his day, he had taken a Scripture (John 8:44) and 
applied it to the whole Jewish people for all time. Perhaps the concept of Replacement 
Theology that was the strongest incentive for future generations to persecute the Jews 
came from the Protestant German Reformer, Martin Luther (1483-1546 AD). He 
originally hoped they would accept his form of the faith, even initially praising their 
contribution to Christianity. However, when he did not succeed in converting the Jews, his 
attitude changed dramatically. In his work Concerning the Jews and Their Lies (published 
1542), Luther wrote: 

 
“All the blood kindred of Christ burn in hell, and they are rightly served, even 
according to their own words they spoke to Pilate. Verily a hopeless, wicked, 
venomous and devilish thing is the existence of these Jews, who for fourteen 
hundred years have been, and still are, our pest, torment and misfortune. They 
are just devils and nothing more.” Firstly, their synagogues should be set on 
fire.  Secondly, their homes should likewise be broken down and destroyed. 
Thirdly, they should be deprived of their prayer-books and Talmuds.  
Fourthly, their rabbis must be forbidden under threat of death to teach any 
more.  Fifthly, passport and travelling privileges should be absolutely 
forbidden to the Jews. Sixthly, they ought to be stopped from usury. 
Seventhly, let the young and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the flail, the 
axe, the hoe, the spade, the distaff, and spindle, and let them earn their bread 
by the sweat of their noses. We ought to drive the rascally lazy bones out of 
our system. Therefore, away with them. To sum up, dear princes and nobles 
who have Jews in your domains, if this advice of mine does not suit you, then 
find a better one so that you and we may all be free of this insufferable 
devilish burden - the Jews.”viii 

In a sermon given shortly before his death, he called for the immediate expulsion of all 
Jews from Germany. This would be implemented in a later period during the greatest 
persecution the Jews had on this earth to date, the Nazi Holocaust under Adolph Hitler. 
One Third of the world’s Jewish population died under the Nazi persecutions. During that 
persecution approximately 6,000,000 people perished. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION 
 
Zechariah 13:8-9 
 

8And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith Jehovah, two parts 
therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9And I will 
bring the third part into the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried. They shall call on my name, and I will hear 
them: I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, Jehovah is my God (ASV 
1901). 
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During the holocaust under the Nazis approximately one-third of the entire world’s 
population of Jews were exterminated. That amounted to about six million people. At that 
time the people listened to the swaying words of Adolph Hitler enabling him to kill so 
many. The Antichrist and his pogroms will kill two-thirds during the Great Tribulation 
(Zech13:8). With Jewish worldwide population estimated presently at approximately 13.3 
million that equals 8.86 million to be killed. Of the remaining one-third all will have been 
refined and finally accept Christ as their Messiah. 
 

Zechariah 13:9 "And I will bring the third part through the fire,  Refine them 
as silver is refined,  And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My 
name,  And I will answer them;  I will say, 'They are My people,'  And they 
will say, 'The LORD is my God.'"(NASB) 

 
In concert with this is Christ’s Words regarding the Jews finally accepting them as 

their Messiah. 
 
Matthew 23:39 "For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you 
say, BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD!'"(NASB) 

 
And finally the final fulfillment of Paul does prophesy regarding the Jews national 
salvation. 
 

Romans 11:26-27 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE 
DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION,  HE WILL REMOVE 
UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH 
THEM,  WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." (NASB) 

 
 
During the last stage of the Great Tribulation, which we call the battle of Armageddon, the 
Antichrist, will move his forces into the Valley of Jezreel. His enemies, which are the 
underground or resistance forces who have been saved during the Tribulation, take the 
opportunity to destroy Babylon the world capital of the Antichrist. They do it 
unannounced and in rapid fashion.  According to Isaiah 13:3, they will be Gentile 
believers of the Tribulation. Just prior to this they will make their way to Jerusalem to 
report to the Jews who are there. This sudden destruction of the world political and 
economic capital will cause great distress on the earth, but not in heaven. Because when 
Babylon gets destroyed it will signal to those in Heaven that the Second Coming is soon to 
occur!  
 
Along with the destruction of Babylon the regeneration of the Nation Israel will occur 
shortly. Most of the Jews and their leaders will have fled Jerusalem and Israel. They will 
be at the sheepfold of Bozrah in the land of Edom, which is present day Jordan.  

 
Micah 2:12 12 I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather 
the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as a 
flock in the midst of their pasture; they shall make great noise by reason of the 
multitude of men.(KJV) 
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This is known today as Petra. The photos below support the fact that modern day Petra is 
ancient Bozrah. The name Bozrah in many modern Bibles gets translated as sheepfold, 
which is a protected area for sheep. Petra is the Greek word for a city in Southern Jordan 
today that was know in Old Testament times as Bozrah. The word Petra means rock and 
the word Bozrah means sheepfold or fortress. It is located in ancient region of Edom 
southeast of the Dead Sea. Edom is also the name given to Jacob’s brother Esau (Genesis 
25:30) whose name means red (Genesis 25:25). The rock in Petra is red and the city 
entrance (aka the siq) and interior have characteristics of a sheepfold. This is the city 
where the Jews will flee for safety during the last half of the Great Tribulation. This city 
meets all the requirements that Jesus gave for the location where they should flee. 
 

    
Figures 24-Photos from Nation of Jordan’s Travel Information    

The Antichrist’s main purpose is to completely destroy the Jewish Race. The allied 
armies of the Antichrist will march southward from Jerusalem to Bozrah.  

 
Jeremiah 49: 13-14"For I have sworn by Myself," declares the LORD, "that 
Bozrah will become an object of horror, a reproach, a ruin and a curse; and 
all its cities will become perpetual ruins."  I have heard a message from the 
LORD, And an envoy is sent among the nations, saying,  "Gather yourselves 
together and come against her,  And rise up for battle!" (NASB) 

 
So now the nations of the earth are gathered at Bozrah against the Remnant of Israel. The 
Jews are gathered at Bozrah. The battle at Bozrah is actually the initial location for 
Christ’s Second Coming. We will discuss this in chapter fourteen.  
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: THE RETURN OF JESUS THE MESSIAH PART I 
 

Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
Info@pentwaterbiblechurch.com Toll Free 877-706-247 
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