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Misinterpretation and Wrong Assumptions 
 
It is fascinating how we can see things so clearly and yet be so wrong! One of the truths of 
Scripture is the doctrine of total depravity. This does not mean that we are as bad as we could be, 
but that every area of our lives has been tainted by sin and therefore, all that we do falls short of 
what God requires, we cannot save ourselves and we will not come to God for mercy, unless He 
gives us a new heart. One of the fundamental characteristics of our depravity is our distrust in the 
love and goodness of God. It is a sin to disbelieve in the love and goodness of God. We see this 
illustrated for us in this story concerning Martha and Mary. Our view of God and His love is 
often clouded by misinterpretation and wrong assumptions. 
 
1. Martha misinterprets her circumstances (ie, God must not care for me).  
 
And she came up to Him and said, Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 
serving alone? (Luke 10:40a) 
  Martha was not happy with her circumstances.  Martha interprets what Mary is doing as wrong.  Martha interprets what Jesus is doing is wrong.  Martha interprets what she is doing as right. 

 
went up to = literally, to stand upon; to assault, to stand over 
 
‘came up’ means to ‘come suddenly upon’ or to confront, be urgent, spring upon 
(Hendriksen) 
 
care = of interest, concern, care 
 
left = literally, to leave down; to leave behind, abandon, forsake 

 See Mark 4:35-41. Same word for ‘care’ in this verse found in Mark 4:38. 
 
2. Martha makes some wrong assumptions (ie, if God cares, this is what it will look like).   
Then tell her to help me! (Luke 10:40b) 
  Martha commands Jesus to command Mary to help her.  Martha demands that Jesus prove His care for Martha in a certain way.  Martha assumes that the serving she had in mind had to be done.  Martha assumes that the serving she had in mind had to be done right then.  Martha assumes that the serving she had in mind was more important than what Mary 

was doing. 



 Martha assumes that her circumstances were evidence of a lack of the Lord’s care.  Martha assumes that the Lord had to agree with her perspective, if she just brought it 
to His attention. 

 
 Help = to take hold of opposite together; co-operate, help 
 

‘help’ means to ‘take hold of along with someone one’ or ‘take hold of at her end’ 
(Hendriksen) 

 See 1 Peter 5:6-11. Same word for ‘care’ in this verse found in 1 Peter 5:7. 
 
Application 

 
1. We must be convinced of God’s love for us through His Word not through our work 

and circumstances. 
 
We need to listen to an Objective Voice. See Isaiah 66:1-2. 
 

2. It is easy to define the love of God in terms of ‘agreeable circumstances’ and ‘pleasant 
paths’ which often involve people doing what we want them to do. 

 
We need to examine our assumptions with the Word. See Psalm 19:7-14. 

 
Conclusion: 
 
How would you fill in the blank today: 
 
God, if you really cared/served me, you would __________________ ! 
 

How might wrong interpretations of circumstances affect our faith? – 1 Thessalonians 
3:1-5 

 
How is God loving/serving you today?  – Job 42:3 
 

In, at least, one of two ways: 
 

 By calling you to repentance so that you will turn and trust Christ (to serve you in 
rescuing you from the penalty of your sin). 
 

 By calling you to trust and love every new day so that you will become more like Christ 
(to serve you in rescuing you from the power of your sin). 

 
 
 


