
What’s Next: The Love of Christ 
Ephesians 3:17-19 

 
 
“What’s Next?” is a question we’re asking for a few weeks.   When a person experiences God making them 
alive spiritually, changing their identity, and bringing them together into a diverse family through faith in Jesus 
Christ, what’s next? 
 
Is that the arrival point?  It is AN arrival point, but not THE arrival point.  It’s actually the beginning of WHAT 
God saves people to.  He saves us from a life without Him to a life with Him.  He saves people unto a life that 
cannot be had without Him.  Conversion is one thing.  Life in Christ with God is what’s next. 
 
Just like when you landed your first job, it was the beginning of a career.  Just like when you landed a husband 
or a wife, it was the beginning of a marriage.  And when God reached to us in grace and mercy and adopted us 
out of the hands of the evil one and into His love and care, so too we have a NEW and DIFFERENT life in store. 
 
In our study of the letter of Ephesians, God helps us to see and understand that when He saves a person 
through the Gospel He has begun something.  A journey is underway; and while we have received much, there 
is much to be done both in us and through us. 
 
Today our “What’s Next” question concerns comprehending and experiencing the “the love of Christ.”  
Following Jesus is the beginning of a relationship with God and it is a love relationship.  It is one of God loving 
us and us loving God.  
 
It’s relationship with God where He pours His love into us and empowers us to love others.  It provides a 
capacity of loving people with the love we have received from God. 
 
Love is a big deal.  Having it is a big deal.  Giving it is a big deal.  Receiving it is a big deal. 
 
Open your bibles to Ephesians 3:17. 
 
Paul tells his readers that through the Gospel they have been included in the most wonderful thing going on in 
this world.  God’s redeeming mankind to himself and calling people from all the people groups of the world 
into a unified but diverse people.  
 
And what’s next is to grow in and experience the love of God.  He says to them  
 
Eph 3:17-19 “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may be able, together with all the 
saints, to grasp (comprehend) how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge—   
 
Let’s pray and ask God to open our eyes and hearts to the love of Christ referenced here. 
 
 
Love Lesson #1: Love is the foundation of our relationship with God. 
 
Like any great home or building, it is as only as good as the foundation it rests on.  And our relationship with 
God and the life that springs from our relationship with Him is built on a foundation of love. 



 
“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love...”  
 
Rooted and established in love.  A little digging on the two words rooted and established produces some 
important insight.  First of all, both words are very similar.  Used verbally like they are it means to make stable, 
to render firm, to fix secure. 
 
In Christ, it is love which secures us, makes us stable, etc.  We, as individuals, have been rooted securely by 
love.  Not by money.  Not by popularity.  We are not rooted and grounded in fame, in fortune, in notoriety, 
but in LOVE.  Agape love.  God’s love. 
 
Love stabilizes.  A child is born into the world and the single most important thing to prepare him or her for 
relationships is love.  Yes, without food and water they will physically die.  But without love they will become 
dysfunctional adults unable to make it in a society.  People more than anything need love.   
 
Love grounds us, establishes us and fixes us strong for life.  But a lot goes wrong with that in a sinful world.  
And when God’s love enters in He fixes and stabilizes us for the life He has ahead for us by His love. 
 
What we are in Christ, who we are in Christ, all that God has for us to do in Christ arises out of a foundation of 
God’s love.  It all starts with His love. 
 
Just a few verses from various different biblical authors. 
 
John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten son, that whoever believes in him would 
not perish but have everlasting life. 
 
 1 John 4:9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 
world so that we might live through Him.  
 
1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.  
 
Rom 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
1 John 4:19  We love, because He first loved us.  
 
Our love for God and our love for people is founded and established in God’s love for us.  It is the foundation 
that a life in relationship with God while on the earth in a dark world can thrive and be built upon.  
 
Since Paul is writing to Christians he is assuming the foundation of love is in place as the starting place for 
what’s next. 
 
Love Lesson #2: We need to comprehend the love Christ has for us. 
 
In Sunday school growing up we try to drive this into the minds of children.  “Jesus loves me this I know, for 
the bible tells me so.” 
 
Paul prays though for adults, new followers of Jesus, in hopes that they can begin to comprehend the love 
Jesus Christ has for them. 



 
17 I pray that you…18 may be able, together with all the saints, to grasp (comprehend) how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ,  
 
The prayer is for grasping or comprehending the love of Christ.  Why?  Because the love of Jesus Christ for 
human beings is beyond what we see and experience and feel in a broken, sinful world made up of broken and 
sinful people.  The love of Christ is not human love.  It’s divine, supernatural love.  It’s broader than human 
love.  It’s higher than human love.  It’s deeper than human love and it’s longer, that is, it outlasts human love. 
 
The love we are used to being immersed in is conditional.  It wavers.  It’s corrupted with selfish motives.  
Sometimes it dries up. 
 
Human love can get exhausted.  That is why we have divorces.  It’s why relationships turn abusive.  It’s why 
friendships sour and end.  But when we are established and rooted in the love of God, we have entered the 
school of love. 
 
God’s love will go and enter places we don’t want to go.  It has a reach that is hard for us to grasp.  God’s love 
will enter a brothel and love a prostitute.  God’s love will enter a jail cell and love a murderer.  God’s love will 
reach into an ISIS camp and love a terrorist. 
 
Christ loves sinners.  And what’s next for the person who God’s love has reached is to begin to comprehend 
the love of Christ so that we can love others with a love that is beyond human love – a love that will sacrifice; a 
love that will love unconditionally, and reach into places we would have never gone; make us talk to people 
who we would have never talked to.   
 
Paul knows that we cannot be Jesus Christ with skin on and represent Him as His ambassadors effectively until 
we grasp and comprehend His love.   
 
In the gospels the love of Christ is on display.  In the gospels we have what Paul’s readers did not yet have.  A 
written record of the love of Christ.  We see His love for sinners there.  We see His love for Samaritans; tax 
collectors, lepers, and even for the arrogant self-righteous.  We see His love for His enemies, His persecutors, 
and His executioners. 
 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are your textbooks on the love of Christ.  Your family, friends, co-workers and 
those you don’t want to know are your assignments in the school of the love of Christ. 
 
The Apostle prays for his readers to comprehend.  That is more than just knowledge; its knowledge and 
understanding through application.  That brings me to the final love lesson from this text. 
 
 
Love Lesson #3:  We need to experience the all surpassing love of Christ. 
 
“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may be able, together with all the saints, to 
grasp … and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—   
 
“To know this love that surpasses knowledge”  Sounds confusing.  How do you know something that is beyond 
knowledge? 
 



In the bible the word “know” here is used both of awareness and experiences.  In this case the first “know” 
has to have the “know by experience” dimension to it for it to make sense. 
 
I pray that you will experience what surpasses mere knowledge. 
 
The world does not know the love of God.  Outside of Christ we cannot fathom or grasp the kind of love that 
God has.  It is beyond human knowledge until a human experiences it.   
 
And this experience is both in the receiving and the giving.  We experience it when we discover that God is 
coming after us.  Awakening us.  Convicting us. Drawing us. And ultimately saving us.  We are recipients of 
God’s love.   
 
Then we need to begin to live in His love.  Loving God and loving others.  After His love is poured out into our 
hearts (Romans 5), we begin reciprocating that love both back to Him and toward others. 
 
What’s next?  Love.  A love that is beyond the corrupted love of humans.  What’s next is divine love purging 
out all kinds of ugliness in us and spreading from us to others.   
 
Jesus said the world will know we are Christians by our love for one another.   
 
The most irresistible force at work in us is God’s love.  And when lost sinners get a whiff of a love that they 
can’t wrap their minds around they will know we have something beautiful.   
 
We must learn to be the conduits of the breadth, and length and height and depth of the love of Christ. 
 
 
 Conclusion: 
 
My first question for you this morning is “Have you discovered the love God has for you?”  Have you found 
your new beginning?  God loves you in the very condition you are in right now - irrespective of everything you 
have done, or said, or thought, or failed to do. 
 
And out of His amazing love and grace, His arms are open, His hand is extended.  Do you believe that?  Do you 
believe that God the Father sent Jesus to die on the cross for your sins and mine, and opened the door to you 
to have a life with God immersed in love? 
 
For those of you who are already in the school of love, are you still in class?  Are you still taking your 
assignments?  Are you letting God expand the circle of your love so that where you go Jesus Christ goes? 
 
Is there someone you are having a tough time loving….? 
 
Is there someplace God wants you to enter that you don’t want to go? 
 
God wants us to comprehend the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of Christ - receiving and 
giving – from God and back to God – from God and forward to others… 
 
This is what’s next. 


