
Mark 10:1-12    Discipleship and Marriage

Introduction

  A.  Three times in chapters 8-10 Jesus foretells His impending suffering, death, and resurrection in Jerusalem, and    
tells of the implications for any who would follow Him.  Anyone who would be a Christian must follow    
Him as it were to Jerusalem by, like Jesus, denying themselves, taking up their crosses and following Him. 
His disciples were having a hard time understanding what He was saying about Himself and the implications
for themselves.

Mark 8:31 And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the

elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. And He was stating 32 

the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. But turning around and seeing His disciples, He 33 

rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." And 34 

He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny

himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever 35 

loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.

  B.  The material in chapter 10 is set within the context of Jesus’s journey to Jerusalem, a journey representing Jesus’s 
 resolve to suffer according to the will of God, a journey that is also symbolizes the cost and call of    

discipleship.  This material calls disciples to self-sacrifice and self-denial in relation to some of the most basic
arenas of every day life: marriage, social status, money/material wealth.

  C.  We’ll look at the first of these today in Mark 10:1-12.  What does discipleship look like within the context of 
the marriage covenant God establishes between one man and one woman?

I.  10:1-2 Jesus journeys into Judea and Perea, where after teaching the crowds, some Pharisees posed a    
question to Him on the lawfulness of divorce to test Him.

Mark 10:1 Getting up, He went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds gathered

around Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more began to teach them. Some Pharisees came up 2 

to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife.

  A.  Galilee and Perea (across the Jordan River from Judea) were the territories governed by Herod Antipas (the    
tetrarch), son of Herod the Great.

  B.  The Pharisees’ question on the lawfulness of divorce was somehow intended to entrap Jesus.   Being in Herod’s
jurisdiction, were they hoping Jesus’s words would incite Herod to meet out the same fate as John the Baptist?

Mark 6:16 But when Herod heard, he kept saying, "John, whom I beheaded, has risen!" For Herod himself had sent 17 

and had John arrested and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, because he had

married her. For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 18 

                                      
  C.  In any event, they were not asking Jesus out of sincerity, desiring to hear from Him the will of God so that they 

might do it.  As we listen to Christ’s answer, may He grant us a sincere hearts to listen, obey, and teach our
children and others.

II.  10:3 Jesus turns the question on the Pharisees. 

Mark 10:3 And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?"
 

  A.  Moses wrote the first 5 books of the Old Testament.  What passage would they choose?

  B.  How will we today respond according to the Scriptures to Christ’s question?



III.  10:4-5   Wrong Answer

Mark 10:4 They said, "Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY." 5

But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.

  A.  The Pharisees answered with Deuteronomy 24:1-4 as their justification for divorce.  

  B.  In Deuteronomy 24:1-4 Moses is not commanding or sanctioning divorce (any more than he is commanding or     
sanctioning rape in 22:28-29), but prohibiting the husband from remarrying his wife whom he divorced and    
who has afterward been married to another.  Notice the reason is that her remarriage has “defiled” her.

Deuteronomy 24:1 (IF) "When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his

eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her

hand and sends her out from his house,  and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife, 2  3

and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and

sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,  (THEN) her former 4

husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that

is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you

as an inheritance.

Deuteronomy 22:28 "If a man finds a girl who is a virgin, who is not engaged, and seizes her and lies with her

and they are discovered, then the man who lay with her shall give to the girl's father fifty shekels of silver, and 29 

she shall become his wife because he has violated her; he cannot divorce her all his days.

  C.  The Pharisees had developed an unrighteous theology of divorce by misinterpreting and misapplying       
Deuteronomy 24:1-4.   

      1.  Mishnah Gittin (‘Bills of Divorce’).  The Mishnah is a collection of the oral traditions of the Rabbis, which 
they began writing down between 70 and 200 AD, fearing that after the destruction of the Jerusalem temple   
and the dispersion of Jewish survivors their traditions would be lost. 

Gittin 9:3 The essential formula in the bill of divorce is, “Lo, you are free to marry any man.”  R. Judah says: “Let this be

from my your writ of divorce and letter of dismissal and deed of liberation, that you may marry whatsoever man you will.” 

The essential formula in a writ of emancipation is, “Lo, you are a freedwoman: lo, you belong to yourself.”

Gittin 9:10 The School of Shammai says: A man may not divorce his wife unless he has found unchastity in her, for it is

written, “because he has found in her indecency in anything.”  And the School of Hillel says: [He may divorce her] even if

she spoiled a dish for him, for it is written, “because he has found in her indecency in anything.”

      2.  It is Jesus who labeled their theology of divorce unrighteous, as we see in Matthew 5, where He contrasts the    
misapplications and misquotations of Scripture by the Pharisees with the actual quotations and applications of  

 the Scriptures, rightly interpreting and applying them.

Matthew 5:20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will

not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:31 "It was said, 'WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF

DIVORCE'; but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for pornea, makes her commit adultery; and 32 

whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Matthew 5:43 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' "But 44 

I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

  D.  The Pharisees used the Deuteronomy 24 text, intended by God to limit the sinful effects of divorce, as    
pretext/justification for divorce.  So they gave Jesus the wrong answer.



IV.  10:6-9  Right Answer

Mark 10:6 "But from the beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE.  "FOR THIS REASON A 7

MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER,  AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; so they are no 8

longer two, but one flesh.  "What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate (chorizo)." 9

  A.  Jesus points to what Moses wrote in Genesis 1:27 and 2:24.

Genesis 1:27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created

them .

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they

shall become one flesh.

  B.  Jesus teaches the application of these verses, God’s operating principle for marriage  - what God has joined in    
marriage, don’t separate (divorce).  

  C.  God in His goodness created marriage, man in his sin created divorce.  

      1.  God does not create or command divorce through the law of Moses, but gives His people laws in the context of 
  its existence.

      2.  Divorce was already being practiced by the Israelites when God gave his law to Moses, and is not        
commanded by God in the law of Moses.

Leviticus 21:7 'They shall not take a woman who is profaned by harlotry, nor shall they take a woman divorced

from her husband; for he is holy to his God. ... 14 'A widow, or a divorced woman, or one who is profaned by 

harlotry, these he may not take; but rather he is to marry a virgin of his own people,

Leviticus 22:13 'But if a priest's daughter becomes a widow or divorced, and has no child and returns to her

father's house as in her youth, she shall eat of her father's food; but no layman shall eat of it.

Numbers 30:9 "But the vow of a widow or of a divorced woman, everything by which she has bound herself,

shall stand against her.

Deuteronomy 22:19 and they shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give it to the girl's father, because he
publicly defamed a virgin of Israel. And she shall remain his wife; he cannot divorce her all his days.

Deuteronomy 22:29 then the man who lay with her shall give to the girl's father fifty shekels of silver, and she
shall become his wife because he has violated her; he cannot divorce her all his days.

V.  10:10-12   Christ protects his disciples from committing adultery through divorce and remarriage. 

Mark 10:11 And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery

against her; and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery." 12 

  A.  Jesus repudiates the assumption in Jewish (and Gentile) practice that a “legal divorce” dissolves the covenant
bond of marriage.  Remarriage constitutes adultery against the divorced spouse - “commits adultery against    
her.”

  B.  There are several issues godly Christians differ on which are important, but where sin against the Lord is not
at issue - baptism, eschatology, doctrines of grace, etc.  The issue of divorce and remarriage is not one such
issue, for adultery is at stake.  Yet godly Christians do differ on this issue, due primarily to the exception
clause in Matthew 19:9, and to Paul’s statement in 1 Corinthians 7:15.  The Westminster Confession of Faith    

 states ...

“... In the case of adultery after marriage, it is lawful for the innocent party to sue out a divorce (Matt. 5:31); and,

after the divorce, to marry another, as if the offending party were dead (Matt. 19:9Rom. 7:2).”  Ch. 24. V.



“Although the corruption of man be such as is apt to study arguments unduly to put asunder those whom God

hath joined together in marriage:  yet, nothing but adultery, or such wilful desertion as can no way be remedied

by the Church, or civil magistrate, is cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of marriage (Matt. 19:8; 1 Cor. 7:15): 

wherein, a public and orderly course of proceeding is to be observed;  and the persons concerned in it not left to

their own wills, and discretion, in their own case.”  Ch. 24. VI.

  C.  The “exception clauses” in Matthew 5: 31-32 and 19:9 have been understood to permit ...

Matthew 5:31"It was said, 'W HOEVER SENDS HIS W IFE AW AY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE';
but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of pornea, makes her commit adultery; and32 

whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Matthew 19:9 "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for pornea, and marries another woman commits

adultery."

  1.  divorce but not remarriage in the case of “pornea.”

2.  divorce and remarriage in the case of “pornea.”

3.  the ending of a betrothal, and giving permission to neither divorce nor remarriage.

Matthew 1:19 And Joseph her husband (anar), being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her,

planned to send her away (apoluo) secretly. But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the 20 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your

wife (guna); ... 23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN (parthenos) SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON,

AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."  24 And

Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his

wife (guna), but kept her a virgin (did not know her) until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name 25 

Jesus.  

Matthew 5:32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces (apoluo)his wife, except for the reason of

unchastity (porneia), makes her commit adultery (moicheuo); and whoever marries a divorced (apoluo)

woman commits adultery (moichao).

Matthew 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries (moicheia), fornications
(porneia), thefts, false witness, slanders.

Matthew 19:9 "And I say to you, whoever divorces (apoluo) his wife, except for immorality (porneia), and

marries another woman commits adultery (moichao)."

  D.  Deciding between two “apparently” contradictory natural readings.  Since the Scriptures do not actually    
contradict, we must decide which text is to be read in a less natural way - and why!  To interpret adultery as an 

   exception for divorce and remarriage creates an “apparent” contradiction with Luke 16:18 (or denies its unity), 
  where the wife of a husband who divorces her and remarries (and thus commits adultery) is nonetheless in an   

adulterous relationship if another marries her.  Her husband’s adultery does not create an exception for her to   
remarry.  

Matthew 19:9 "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman

commits adultery."

Luke 16:18 "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries one
who is divorced from a husband commits adultery.

  E.  The weight of Scripture.  

      1.  Matthew 5:31-32  - no support for an exception to remarriage
      2.  Mark 10:1-12 - no support for an exception to remarriage
      3.  Luke 16:18  - no support for an exception to remarriage



      4.  Romans 7:2-3 - no support for an exception to remarriage

Romans 7:2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she

is released from the law concerning the husband. So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another 3 

man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an

adulteress though she is joined to another man.

     5.  1 Corinthians 7:11-12  Paul, quoting Jesus, prohibits remarriage after a believer divorces a believer.  No   
support for an exception to remarriage.

1 Corinthians 7:10 But to the married (gamao) I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife (guna) should

not leave (chorizo) her husband (anar)  (but if she does leave (chorizo), she must remain unmarried (agamos), or 11

else be reconciled to her husband (anar), and that the husband (anar) should not divorce (aphiemi) his wife

(guna).  

      6.  1 Corinthians 7:12-15   It is not necessary to deduce that the unbelieving spouse’s departure in 7:15 frees either  
  to remarry.  The fact that it was assumed in both Jewish and Greek/Roman culture that divorce freed one to    

remarry does not require we assume that Paul expects his readers to make this assumption.  In fact, he cites    
Christ’s words to the contrary in 7:10,11.  In Matthew 5 Jesus appears to be challenging this prevailing notion   

 among the Jews, that giving a wife a certificate of divorce frees her (and her husband) to remarry.

1 Corinthians 7:12  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever

(apistos), and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce (aphiemi) her.  And a woman who has an 13

unbelieving (apistos) husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not send (aphiemi) her husband away.

 For the unbelieving (apistos) husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving (apistos) wife is14

sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.  Yet 15

if the unbelieving (apistos) one leaves (chorizo), let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage

(douloo) in such cases, but God has called us to peace.  For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save 16

your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

      7.  1 Corinthians 7:27-28.  Scholars who differ on the issue of remarriage after divorce are generally united in     
saying that the context of 7:25ff is that of the unmarried and betrothed, and does not speak to the issue of     
divorce and remarriage.   It is neither a necessary nor a likely deduction that Paul is referring to divorcees in    
7:27-28, especially since he is speaking to believers here and he has already forbidden believers who 
divorce their believing spouses to remarry in 7:10,11.

1 Corinthians 7:25 Now concerning virgins (parthenos) I have no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion as

one who by the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy. I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, 26 

that it is good for a man (anthropos) to remain as he is. Are you bound (deo) to a wife (guna)? Do not seek to be 27 

released (lusis). Are you released (luo) from a wife? Do not seek a wife. But if you marry, you have not sinned; 28 

and if a virgin (parthenos) marries, she has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to

spare you. 

        8.  1 Corinthians 7:39   Not support for remarriage after divorce.

1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound (deo) as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be

married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

        9.  Matthew 19:10-12 Speaks in support of no remarriage in calling disciples to chastity when divorced (or     
single, widowed, or away from your spouse).   The Spirit Who grants us faith to receive Christ’s word also
gives us the fruit of self-control.

Matthew 19:8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from

the beginning it has not been this way. "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries 9 

another woman commits adultery." The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is 10 

better not to marry." But He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has 11 

been given. "For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who 12 



were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the

kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it."

a.  19:10 The disciples are surprised and perhaps even questioning the reasonableness of Jesus’s statement in    
verse 9 that remarriage after divorce constitutes adultery, since it ran counter to what they had always   
heard taught by religious leaders in Israel.  (Does this also run counter to today?)

Matthew 19:10 The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is

better not to marry."

  b.  19:11  Those whom God saves He gives hearts to accept/make room for Christ’s word.

Matthew 19:11 But He said to them, "Not all accept/make room (choreo) for this statement, but those to

whom it has been given (didomi).

          (1)  The “statement” (logos = word) that not all accept is not the word of the disciples in verse 10 but the       
  word of Christ in verses 4-9, particularly 9.

          (2)  To accept, make room (choreo) for Christ and His word in our hearts, such hearts must be given/granted 
  to us by God.

(a)  choreo = make room for, accept.  E.g., 

2 Corinthians 7:2 Make room (choreo) for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one,

we took advantage of no one.

(b)  only God can give us hearts that make room for Christ, and therefore, His word.

Deuteronomy 29:4 "Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor

ears to hear.

Proverbs 20:12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has made both of them.

        (3)  Those to whom it is not granted to accept, make room for Christ’s word do not belong to Christ, are not 
  healed by Christ of their sinfulness, and do not inherit the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 13:11 Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted (didomi = given) to know the mysteries of

the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted (didomi).  "For whoever has, to him more shall 12

be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away

from him.  "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing 13

they do not hear, nor do they understand.  "In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 14

'YOU W ILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT W ILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU W ILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT W ILL

NOT PERCEIVE;  FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, W ITH THEIR EARS THEY 15

SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERW ISE THEY W OULD SEE W ITH THEIR

EYES, HEAR W ITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND W ITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I W OULD

HEAL THEM.'

          (4)  Therefore, 19:12c is an invitation to faith by those who have been given hearts to make room for Christ  
 and His word.

John 8:37 "I know that you are Abraham's descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place

(choreo) in you.

Matthew 19:12 "For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are
eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the

sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept (choreo) this, let him accept (choreo) it."



  c.  Jesus tells us that such God granted hearts willingly practice chastity and sexual purity for the sake of
   the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 19:12 "For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are

eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs

for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it."

      

     (1)  Some, due to genetics, are unable to procreate.
      (2)  Some, particularly in biblical days, were castrated by rulers in order to be of service with no sexual

threat to a ruler’s wives, daughters, relatives, etc.

      (3)  Jesus speaks thirdly of those who do not physically mutilate themselves, but resolve to live in
chastity and sexual purity according to the will of the Lord.  This applies in the immediate context
to those divorced, but also in principle to those who are single, and also in principle to those who
are married when absent from their spouses.

  d.  Some interpreters see Jesus’s words in 19:11,12 in reference to not all being able to accept the disciples’     
word, “it is better not to marry,” and links them to those few to whom a gift of celibacy has been given.

1 Corinthians 7:7 Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift from

God, one in this manner, and another in that. But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if 8 

they remain even as I. But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn. 9 

          (1)  Yet it would seem that God grants us receptivity to the word of Christ in 4-9, and that word calls us to   
live a chaste and sexually pure life if divorced, and in principle, in whatever unmarried situation

  (single, widowed) God presently has us.

          (2)  Being able to live a sexually chaste and pure life is not a special gift that God only gives to a select few,  
  but is a fruit of the Spirit that God graciously grants to all who belong to Christ.

Galatians 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Galatians 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and

desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 25

  F.  Depending on Christ’s power in our weakness.

      1.  Those presently unmarried likely know the loneliness that at times can accompany singleness.  Those presently  
 married, remembering our single life, can hopefully also sympathize with those who do not see the prospect of  
 a shared life in their future.

      2.  What do we do when we see friends, family members, fellow believers, or even ourselves moving toward     
filling the “hole in our soul” with a relationship that dishonors and displease the Lord?   What we do is call      
them or our own souls to come to Christ’s throne of grace to find mercy and help to deny ourselves, take up
our crosses, and follow Jesus to Jerusalem, and afterward, to His eternal glory and reward.

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been

tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 16 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

2 Corinthians 12:9  And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness."

Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
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