
Isaiah 31 The Lord Contends against Misplaced Trust (Part 2) 

As the Lord contends against our misplaced trust He calls us to repent and trust in Him as our Savior.  

1. Misplaced trust replaces God’s protection with poor substitutes (vv. 1-3). 

a. Consider the exchange: 

i. The Holy One of Israel for Horsepower (v. 1) 

ii. The Sovereign LORD for People that cannot profit them (v. 1; 30:5) 

iii. The Wise for the Sophomoric (v. 2a) 

iv. The Unchanging for the Unreliable (v. 2b; 30:7) 

v. The Righteous for the Evildoers (v. 2c) 

vi. The Supreme God for Faltering Man (v. 3) 

b. Have you relegated God to a limited “religious” sphere of life?  Do you look to God in all 

of life? 

2. God proves His supreme protection by rescuing us from false gods (vv. 1-3, 4-5, 7-9). 

a. The false gods erected by our fears (Assyria) (vv. 8-9): What do you fear?  How do you 

deal with your fears? 

b. The false gods erected for our protection (Egypt) (vv. 1-3): Where is your hope?  Who do 

you look to for safety? 

c. The Lord’s destruction of our gods (vv. 2-3, 4-5, 8-9) 

d. The Lord’s purification of our worship (v. 7): Do you see your anxiety and moral 

compromise as a matter of false worship? 

3. God calls us to repent (v. 6). 

a. Our deepening revolt—We all fell in Adam’s first sin, but we have deepened the revolt 

by our personal sins (idolatry). 

b. True repentance: “Turn to” (v. 6a) the LORD implies turning away from false gods.  

Transferring trust and reliance from false gods to the LORD (v. 1a).  Looking to the Holy 

One and consulting the LORD (v. 1b). 

c. God’s promise to save and shelter His people is fulfilled in Jesus Christ:  “O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!  How 

often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you would not!” (Luke 13:34) 

d. Are you trusting in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of sin and true, eternal life with 

God?  Apart from Christ you are in bondage to the fear of death (Hebrews 2:14-15). 

e. Are you trusting in Christ as the Wisdom of God for the whole of life?  The renewing of 

the mind by God’s Word and Spirit enables you to discern the will of God, what is good 

and acceptable and perfect in God’s sight.  Are you living in the Word of God?  Is the 

Word of God living in you?  Are you praying always in the Spirit? 

 


