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Sermon Text: Matthew 8 
 
Follow along as I read and we refresh 
our memories on this 8 th chapter of 
Matthew. Remember the BIG picture – 
the King and His Kingdom. The 
Kingdom of God (or heaven). 
 
Mat 8:14-34 And when Jesus entered 
Peter's house, he saw his mother-in-
law lying sick with a fever. (15) He 
touched her hand, and the fever left 
her, and she rose and began to serve 
him. (16) That evening they brought to 
him many who were oppressed by 
demons, and he cast out the spirits 
with a word and healed all who were 
sick. (17) This was to fulfill what was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: "He took 
our illnesses and bore our diseases." 

(18) Now when Jesus saw a crowd 
around him, he gave orders to go over 
to the other side. (19) And a scribe 
came up and said to him, "Teacher, I 
will follow you wherever you go." (20) 
And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head." (21) Another of the disciples 
said to him, "Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father." (22) And Jesus said to 
him, "Follow me, and leave the dead to 
bury their own dead."  
 
(23) And when he got into the boat, his 
disciples followed him. (24) And 
behold, there arose a great storm on 
the sea, so that the boat was being 
swamped by the waves; but he was 
asleep. (25) And they went and woke 
him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are 
perishing." (26) And he said to them, 
"Why are you afraid, O you of little 
faith?" Then he rose and rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and there was a 
great calm. (27) And the men 
marveled, saying, "What sort of man is 
this, that even winds and sea obey 
him?" (28) And when he came to the 
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other side, to the country of the 
Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men 
met him, coming out of the tombs, so 
fierce that no one could pass that way. 
(29) And behold, they cried out, "What 
have you to do with us, O Son of God? 
Have you come here to torment us 
before the time?" (30) Now a herd of 
many pigs was feeding at some 
distance from them. (31) And the 
demons begged him, saying, "If you 
cast us out, send us away into the herd 
of pigs." (32) And he said to them, 
"Go." So they came out and went into 
the pigs, and behold, the whole herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea and drowned in the waters. (33) 
The herdsmen fled, and going into the 
city they told everything, especially 
what had happened to the demon-
possessed men. (34) And behold, all 
the city came out to meet Jesus, and 
when they saw him, they begged him 
to leave their region. 
 
Let’s consider this morning then this 
teaching of Scripture regarding what it 
means, and what it costs, to follow 
Jesus Christ. To be a true Christian in 
other words. To be a genuine member 
of His Kingdom and thus to be known 
by Him. 
 
Listen again: 
 
Mat 8:18-20 Now when Jesus saw a 
crowd around him, he gave orders to 
go over to the other side. (19) And a 

scribe came up and said to him, 
"Teacher, I will follow you wherever 
you go." (20) And Jesus said to him, 
"Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head." 
 
The scribe may have had genuine 
intent to be a follower of Jesus, but 
apparently his idea of Christ as King 
and the present nature of Christ’s 
kingdom were deficient, and Christ 
sets out to correct this in the man’s 
thinking. 
 
The Jews of course expected an 
earthly, physical kingdom in which 
Israel would be top dog. That is how 
they interpreted the Old Testament that 
this scribe knew very well. There 
would be no earthly palace in this 
present stage of the Kingdom. To 
follow Jesus means following a 
rejected King. To suffer. To give up 
everything.  And  you  get  the 
impression that this scribe’s initial zeal 
was quickly extinguished as he faded 
away into the crowd. 
 
NOTE: Jesus refers to himself here as 
the “Son of Man.” This is a very 
loaded title and comes from the OT 
book of Daniel. 
 
Dan 7:13-14 "I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, with the clouds of 
heaven there came one like a son of 
man, and he came to the Ancient of 
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Days and was presented before him. 
(14) And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom one that 
shall not be destroyed. 
 
The Jews, like this scribe, knew 
exactly what Jesus was saying about 
Himself by applying “Son of Man” to 
himself. He is the King. The Messiah. 
Listen to William Hendriksen on this 
matter of Jesus having no place to lay 
his head: 
 

“In his wandering from place to place, 
he, for whom there was no room in the 
inn, has no place on which he can 
figure to spend the night. As the story 
develops, Judea rejects him (John 
5:18), Galilee casts him out (John 
6:66), Gadara begs him to leave its 
district, Samaria refuses him lodging 
(Luke 9:53), earth will not have him 
(Matt 27:23), and finally even heaven 
forsakes him (Matt 27:46). Therefore 
let the scribe figure the cost before he 
builds the tower. Let him consider that 
permanent  discipleship  implies 
struggle and warfare. 
 
It is said that at the time of the Civil 
War there were many volunteers who 
eagerly joined the ranks, as if going to 
war meant nothing more than taking 
part in parades, drills, and reviews, and 

receiving medals and honors! To be 
sure, there are glorious rewards for all 
true followers of the Lord, but it is 
ever the way of the cross that leads 
home.” 

 
Similarly, another man came to Jesus 
all pumped up like the seed that 
quickly sprouts but has no depth of 
root- 
 
(21) Another of the disciples said to 
him, "Lord, let me first go and bury 
my father." (22) And Jesus said to him, 
"Follow me, and leave the dead to bury 
their own dead." (23) And when he got 
into the boat, his disciples followed 
him. 
 
Here we see still another one of the 
primary obstacles that people refuse to  
cross in order to follow Christ – 
family. This is not the only time Jesus 
addresses this cost: 
 
Mat 19:27-30 Then Peter said in reply, 
"See, we have left everything and 
followed you. What then will we 
have?" (28) Jesus said to them, "Truly, 
I say to you, in the new world, when 
the Son of Man will sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. (29) And 
everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or lands, for my name's 
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sake, will receive a hundredfold and 
will inherit eternal life. (30) But many 
who are first will be last, and the last 
first. 
 
Again: 
 
Mat 10:34-39 "Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth. I 
have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. (35) For I have come to set a 
man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in- 
law against her mother-in-law. (36) 
And a person's enemies will be those 
of his own household. (37) Whoever 
loves father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me, and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. (38) And whoever does 
not take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. (39) Whoever finds his 
life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it. 
 
When Christ draws us to Himself, 
when He calls us, He calls us to follow 
Him. This was the term He used: 
 
Mat 4:19-20 And he said to them, 
"Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men." (20) Immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. 
Mat 4:21-22 And going on from there 
he saw two other brothers, James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother, 
in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and he called 

them.(22) Immediately they left the 
boat and their father and followed him. 
 
Mat 9:9 As Jesus passed on from there, 
he saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax booth, and he said to him, 
"Follow me." And he rose and 
followed him. 
 
Mat 16:24 Then Jesus told his 
disciples, "If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. 
 
See it? A real Christian is a person 
who  follows  Jesus  Christ.  And 
perseveres in following Him no matter 
the cost. 
 
Joh 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, "I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of 
life."  
 
Joh 10:4 When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his 
voice. 
 
Counterfeits may follow for a time but 
eventually the cost will be too great for 
them and they will turn back.  
 
Joh 6:64-68 But there are some of you 
who do not believe." (For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who those were 
who did not believe, and who it was 
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who would betray him.) (65) And he 
said, "This is why I told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted 
him by the Father." (66) After this 
many of his disciples turned back and 
no longer walked with him. (67) So 
Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you 
want to go away as well?" (68) Simon 
Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life, 
 
The closing hymn we are going to sing 
this morning expresses this perfectly- 
 

“What will it cost me to follow the 
Lord?” 

 
Many, many professing Christians 
today quickly answer – “It’s all of 
grace. Salvation is free. It doesn’t cost 
us anything.” But the hymn writer 
knew better. “What will it cost me to 
follow the Lord. What is the price of a 
life  that’s  restored?  Answer: 
Everything! That is the price we must 
pay.” 
 
And this is what we see here in regard 
to following Christ. Yes, salvation is a 
gift  from  God,  paid  full  and 
completely  by  the  Lord  Jesus’ 
sacrifice. But it is received by faith and 
that faith FOLLOWS Jesus. It goes 
where He leads. It confesses His name 
no matter how the world mocks. It 
HEARS His voice, loves His word, 
and obeys His truth. All of this is 

wrapped up in this word “follow.” 
 
And as we see here in these verses 
about following Him, this following 
requires  LEAVING.  It  requires 
GOING. You couldn’t really fake that 
when Jesus was here on earth. When 
He said “follow me,” you had to get up 
and follow Him! People now try to 
fake this. And yet, we can tell the 
counterfeit. A person who is following 
Jesus: 
 
• Listens to Him 
• Is taught by Him 
• Loves Him 
• Obeys Him 
• Goes where He tells them to go 
• Leaves those He calls us to leave 
• Confesses  His  name  before 
Others 
 
This is what the leading of the Spirit is 
largely about in the Christian’s life: 
 
Rom 8:12-17 So then, brothers, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. (13) For if you 
live according to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. (14) 
For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are sons of God. (15) For you did 
not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" (16) 
The Spirit himself bears witness with 
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our spirit that we are children of God, 
(17) and if children, then heirs—heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
Am I born again? Well, am I following 
Him? 
 
Amo 3:3 "Do two walk together, 
unless they have agreed to meet? Both  
f the cases of these men who claimed  
they would follow Christ involved 
obstacles. Earthly security in the first, 
family connections in the second. In 
order to follow Christ, we must die to 
this life.  
 
Listen again: 
 
Mat 10:37-39 Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of 
me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 
(38)And whoever does not take his 
cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. 39) Whoever finds his life will 
lose it, and whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it. 
 
Therefore, every single person here 
this morning has made a choice. That 
choice regards who we will follow. 
And notice that this is an either/or 
scenario. There is no middle ground. 
Think of Jesus commanding someone 
to follow Him when he was in this 
world. He gave the command and 

started moving on. If they were going 
to follow Him, they had to choose and 
they had to leave or stay. YOU 
CANNOT STAY AND FOLLOW. 
The one excludes the other. Many  
people choose money and wealth. 
Others choose comfort and luxury. 
Still others choose popularity. And 
others choose the temporal indulgence 
of lust – sex, gluttony, indulgence you 
see. But NONE of these choices allows 
for choosing to follow Jesus Christ to 
life! They all end in death. 
 
I think everyone here this morning 
makes a claim to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ. But are you? Really? If you 
have one foot in this world and one 
foot in your religion, I can tell you that 
both of your feet are firmly planted in 
death. 
 
Mat 19:16-23 And behold, a man came 
up to him, saying, "Teacher, what 
good deed must I do to have eternal 
life?" (17) And he said to him, "Why 
do you ask me about what is good? 
There is only one who is good. If you 
would  enter  life,  keep  the 
commandments." (18) He said to him, 
"Which ones?" And Jesus said, "You 
shall not murder, You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall 
not bear false witness, (19) Honor your 
father and mother, and, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself." (20) The 
young man said to him, "All these I  
have kept. What do I still lack?" (21) 
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Jesus said to him, "If you would be 
perfect, go, sell what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me." (22) When the young man heard 
this he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. (23) And Jesus 
said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to 
you, only with difficulty will a rich 
person enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Wrong choice. Be sure you make the 
right one. Every single day. 
 
 


