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!
“THE WAY OF APOSTASY”!!

I. Introduction !
A. The word ‘apostasy’ describes what takes place when someone who had 

once professed the true religion walks away from their faith.  !
1. When such a person turns back to the Lord at some future point, 

his apostasy can be described as backsliding.  !
2. This is what the Lord is talking about in Hosea 14 when he says he 

will heal his people’s apostasy.  !
3. When a the person never returns to the Lord, it is a matter of final 

apostasy, which is spiritually fatal.  !
B. This chapter of Hosea describes the steps that Israel followed as they took 

the way of apostasy. !
1. First they forgot God, then they opposed God. !
2. This passage also shows us the fatal consequences of apostasy.  !
3. When we detach ourselves from the One who is our only source of 

salvation, death is the guaranteed result.  !
4. Hosea 13 is a vivid illustration of the fact that the wages of sin is 

death. (Rom. 6:23)  !
II. Forgetting God (1-8) !

A. Our text begins by illustrating the greatness of the northern kingdom’s 
fall.  !
1. Hosea says that people used to tremble at Ephraim’s voice.  !
2. The northern tribes used to be exalted.  !
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3. But when they turned to the worship of Baal, they died.  !
4. Notice that the verb “died” is in the past tense.  !
5. Israel is already dead.  !
6. The theocracy is a thing of the past.  !
7. James Boice says that God is conducting a spiritual autopsy here.  !
8. This is the last part of the indictment that God is bringing against 

his people through Hosea, and in it he is showing the cause of 
Israel’s death.  !

B. Israel died because they continued to pile sin upon sin.  !
1. They had their best craftsmen make images out of precious metals, 

and they bowed down to those images in direct violation of God’s 
command.  !

2. They followed the Canaanites in the loathsome practice of human 
sacrifice.  !

3. They kissed the golden calves that they had made for themselves, 
thinking that this was somehow pleasing to God.  !

4. In all of this, they somehow deluded themselves into thinking that 
they were still worshipping the Lord.  !

5. This is something that we see repeated throughout history.  !
6. Again and again, people who profess to belong to the one true God 

allow the world to tell them what to believe and how to worship.  !
7. Whenever that happens, though such people may think they are 

worshipping the Lord, they are actually worshipping a god of their 
own imagining.  !
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8. This is tragic, because as God says in verse 4, “besides me there is 
no savior.”  !

9. This is why it is so important for us to be immersing ourselves in 
God’s Word.  !

10. If we seek him apart from his Word, we will surely go astray.  !
11. And if we stray from him, we are wandering from the only One 

who can save us from our sins.  !
C. In verse 3, the Lord describes the consequences of Israel’s sin by using a 

series of images.  !
1. They will be like the morning mist, like the dew that so quickly 

burns off under the heat of the sun.  !
2. They will be like the chaff that the wind blows away from the 

threshing floor.  !
3. They will be like smoke that goes out of an opening in a house and 

then dissipates into the air.  !
4. The point of all of this is quite clear.  !
5. This nation is about to vanish forever.  !

D. Israel’s sin was aggravated by the fact that the Lord had done so much for 
them.  !
1. He was with them when they were in the wilderness.  !
2. He provided them with food and drink when they were hungry 

and thirsty.  !
3. But instead of responding to God’s provision with heartfelt 

gratitude, once their bellies were full they grew self-satisfied. !
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4. Once their felt needs were met, they forgot the One who had met 
those needs.  !

E. Because they forgot God, he will tear and devour them.  !
1. In verses 7-8, God compares himself to the most terrifying 

predators of the animal world.  !
2. Imagine being hunted by a leopard in the jungle. !
3. Imagine coming upon a mother bear who has been robbed of her 

cubs.  !
4. Imagine being pounced upon by a lion and torn to pieces.  !
5. God is the one who is going to bring this destruction upon the 

nation of Israel, even though he is going to use Assyria to do it.  !
III. Opposing God (9-16)  !

A. In verse 9, the Lord explains why this terrible fate is about to befall his 
people. !
1. God was their helper.  !
2. He delivered them from their enemies.  !
3. He provided for them in their times of need.  !
4. But in their folly they not only forgot God, they also set themselves 

against him.  !
5. They opposed the One who says, “besides me there is no savior.”  !
6. Because they have rejected God as their helper, he has now become 

their destroyer.  !
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B. In verse 10, God asks, “Where now is your king, to save you in all your 
cities?”  !
1. This probably refers to the point in Israel’s history when the 

Assyrians had taken Israel’s king captive, along with the royal 
family and the most important military leaders.  !

2. You can read about this in 2 Kings 17.  !
3. Back in the days of Samuel, Israel cried out for a king because they 

wanted to be like the other nations.  !
4. They wanted a king to defend them against their enemies.  !
5. God responded by giving them a king in his anger, a king whose 

reign ended in tragedy (King Saul).  !
6. Now Israel is once more without a king, because God took him 

away in his wrath.  !
7. They refused to look to the Lord to be their help.  !
8. They put their trust in their king, but now that king is gone.  !
9. This shows us the folly of looking to political or military power as 

the means by which God’s kingdom is advanced.  !
C. In verse 12, God says that Ephraim’s sin is bound up and kept in store.  !

1. We might expect God to say that judgment is kept in store for 
Ephraim.  !

2. That is part of what is being said here, but the point being stressed 
is the danger of cherishing sin in your heart.  !

3. It is like keeping an unexploded bomb right next to you.  !
4. Sooner or later, your time will run out.  !
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D. Verse 13 uses another image to illustrate Israel’s folly.  !
1. The nation is compared to a child that cannot be born because he 

will not get into the proper position for delivery.  !
2. The woman is at the height of her labor, but her child will not come 

out. !
3. In the ancient world, this meant certain death for the child, and 

probably for the mother as well.  !
4. This metaphor highlights Israel’s folly for failing to enter into the 

life that God had prepared for them.  !
E. This brings us to verse 14, where we see some familiar phrases.  !

1. A portion of this verse is cited by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 
15, the Bible’s greatest passage dealing with the resurrection of the 
dead.  !

2. As we look at the first part of verse 14, we need to compare the two 
different ways it has been translated by the major English versions.  !

3. The ESV and NASB translate the first two sentences as questions, so 
that they say something like this:  “Shall I ransom them from the 
power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death?” (ESV)  !

4. But the NIV, KJV, and NKJV translate these sentences as statements, 
so that they say something like this:  “I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave (Sheol); I will redeem them from death.” (NIV)  !

5. The immediate context is one of judgment, which might incline us 
to translate the first two sentences as questions.  !

6. And even though there is nothing in the Hebrew text that indicates 
that they are questions, it is possible to translate them as questions.  !

7. If this is the correct translation, then the statements addressed to 
Death and Sheol in the next part of the verse would be a summons 
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from the Lord for Death and Sheol to bring their plagues upon 
Israel.  !

F. The problem with translating these two statements as questions is that this 
is in conflict with how Paul quotes this verse in 1 Corinthians 15.  !
1. Paul does not see these statements as a summons for death to bring 

its plagues upon people.  !
2. Instead, he sees them as a declaration of victory over death.  !
3. This leads me to conclude that the first two sentences of verse 14 

should be translated as statements of fact, not as questions.  !
4. God is telling a remnant of his people that he will ransom them 

from death.  !
5. The statements in the next part of the verse are to be seen as taunts 

addressed to Death and Sheol, which is how Paul uses them in 1 
Corinthians 15.  !

6. As for the last sentence of verse 14, this probably belongs to the 
next section, which returns to the theme of judgment.  !

G. Some argue that this interpretation makes for too sudden a change of tone 
in a chapter that is so overwhelmingly about judgment.  !
1. That argument is not very convincing when we note that this is 

something that we have seen throughout this book.  !
2. For example, God said in 1:9-10, “‘Call his name Not My People, for 

you are not my people, and I am not your God.’ Yet the number of 
the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to 
them, ‘You are not my people,’ it shall be said to them, ‘Children of 
the living God.’”  !

3. And in 11:7-9 God said, “My people are bent on turning away from 
me, and though they call out to the Most High, he shall not raise 
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them up at all. How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand 
you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I 
treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion 
grows warm and tender. I will not execute my burning anger; I will 
not again destroy Ephraim”.  !

4. In short, there is no good reason to deny that verse 14 is the one 
glimmer of hope in this bleak chapter.  !

5. God is promising his people that he will redeem them from Death.  !
H. This is not to say that Israel’s national death can somehow be averted.  !

1. Judgment is coming, and this judgment is described in especially 
gruesome terms in the final verses of the chapter.  !

2. The nation is coming to an end.  !
3. It is already dead.  !
4. Yet God is promising his people a redemption that is on the other 

side of death.  !
5. If they will respond to his call to return, the call that is set forth in 

the final chapter of Hosea, God will resurrect them from the dead.  !
I. Of course this is a promise that points forward to the deliverance that 

Christ accomplished in his death and resurrection.  !
1. His great victory brought about the death of death for all who will 

look to him in faith.  !
2. Like Israel, we too will die, but death is not the end for us if we are 

in Christ.  !
3. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, “When the perishable puts on the 

imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in 
victory.’ ‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your 
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sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:54–57)


