
 

“Valuing our Teachers” 

Galatians 6:6 

(Preached at Trinity, August 18, 2013) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. After spending four chapters defending the Gospel against those who were perverting it 

by adding the works of the Law Paul then deals with the other extreme—those who were 

exploiting their freedom from the Law by denying the Law’s demand for holy living. 

Galatians 5:13 NAU - "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn 
your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another."  

2. There were sin issues running throughout the Galatian churches. Without going into 

detail Paul stated: 

Galatians 5:15 NAU - "But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you 
are not consumed by one another."  
Galatians 5:26 NAU  - " Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, 
envying one another."  

3. While Paul doesn’t give us the exact nature of their sin we can surely see they were 

plagued by a spirit of pride and selfishness. Paul commands: 

Galatians 6:2-3 NAU  - "Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law 
of Christ.  3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself."  

4. In Chapter 5 Paul declares the ultimate solution to their problem. Since they were being 

plagued by the sins of their own flesh Paul admonished them to humble themselves under 

the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  

Galatians 5:16 NAU - "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh."  

 Galatians 5:25 NAU - "If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit."  
5. Now in Chapter 6 Paul is describing what this spiritual life looks like. What does it look 

like when a man walks by the Spirit?  

A. We saw in Verses 1-2 that it is a life that cares for the spiritual wellbeing of our 

brother. When a brother falls into sin those who are spiritual turn to him and give 

themselves to seeking his restoration.  

B. Then in Verses 3-5 we saw that the person walking by the Spirit does not seek to 

exalt himself above others. He looks to the matter of his own heart knowing he 

will give account for himself. He will not be judged by the standard of other men 

but by the righteousness of Christ. 

Galatians 6:5 NAU  - "For each one will bear his own load."  
6. Now in Verse 6 we find yet another characteristic of the man walking by the Spirit. He 

finds great value in the teaching of the Word of God and thus he finds great value in 

those who teach it.  
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I. The Spiritual man loves the teaching of the Word of God 

 A. He loves God’s Word 

  1. He knows it was the very means God used to bring him to faith 

Romans 10:17 NAS  - "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ."  
James 1:21-22 NAS  - "Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all 
that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, 
which is able to save your souls.  22 But prove yourselves doers of 
the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves."  

2. He also knows that the Word of God is the chief means God uses to 

conform him more and more to the righteousness of Christ 

Psalm 119:9 NAS  - "How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
keeping it according to Thy word."  
1 Peter 2:1-2 NAS  - "Therefore, putting aside all malice and all 
guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,  2 like newborn 
babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in 
respect to salvation,"  

 B. Every true believer has a high honor for God’s Word 

1. You cannot be a Christian and reject the Word of God. Why? Because our 

faith finds its foundation in God’s Word. We believed what He said. We 

saw His Word as having authority over us. We believed it as the truth. 

2. The Holy Spirit takes His Word and drives it through the heart of man like 

a sharp two-edged sword. Paul referred to it as the Sword of the Spirit. 

3. How can a person claim to believe when he rejects the authority and 

infallibility of the Word of God? Cast aside God’s Word and what is left 

for you to believe? You are left to the vain subjective imaginations of 

man.  

 C. Every true believer has a desire to be taught of God 

  1. Over and over the psalmist cried out “teach me” – sixteen times 

   Another five times he cries out, “Give me understanding.” 

2. Those who know and love God want to follow Him. Our great pursuit of 

life is to walk with Him.  

3. We must give ourselves continually to reading and studying and 

meditating upon the Word of God. 

Psalm 1:1-2 NAS  - "How blessed is the man who does not walk in 
the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit 
in the seat of scoffers!  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night."  

4. Although we must give personal attention to reading and studying we 

must understand the importance of teachers 

 D. The New Testament continually stresses the need and importance of teachers. 

1. While teaching is not confined to the office of pastor it is the chief duty of 

pastors.  

a. It is attached to their qualification for holding the pastoral office 

1 Timothy 3:2 NAU  - "An overseer, then, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach"  
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2 Timothy 2:2 NAU  - "The things which you have heard 
from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also."  

b. When describing the offices given as gifts to the church Paul made 

an inseparable connection between office of pastor and his work of 

teaching.  

Ephesians 4:11 NAS  - "And He gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers,"  

2. To the young pastor Timothy Paul continually stressed the importance of 

teaching. 

1 Timothy 4:6 NAU  - " In pointing out these things to the brethren, 
you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on 
the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have 
been following."  
1 Timothy 4:13 NAU  - "Until I come, give attention to the public 
reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching."  
1 Timothy 4:16 NAU  - "Pay close attention to yourself and to your 
teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will 
ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you."  
2 Timothy 4:2-4 NAU  - " preach the word; be ready in season and 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and 
instruction.  3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires,  4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn 
aside to myths."  

3. When Philip came to the Ethiopian Eunuch and asked him if he 

understood what he was reading his response was how would this be 

possible without a teacher.  

Acts 8:30-31 NAU  - "Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah 
the prophet, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  
31 And he said, "Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?" 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him."  

  4. The early church recognized the importance of teaching 

Acts 2:42 NAU  - "They were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer."  

5. Paul is implying in Verse 6 that this was a continuing activity going on in 

the Galatian churches 

“taught” - kathce,w – we get our word “catechism” – It is used twice in 

this verse. (1
st
) participle present passive  (2nd

) participle present 
active – it implies that they are continually being taught by those who 

were continually teaching. 
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II. Giving high honor to the teachers 

 A. Paul is focusing our attention upon our attitude towards those who teach us 

  1. They are valued because of their teaching 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NAS  - " But we request of you, brethren, 
that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have 
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  13 and that 
you esteem them very highly in love because of their work."  

   The phrase “very highly” is from a word that means “beyond measure” 

  2. We value those most who provide the things we value most 

Some people place great value upon their doctor – they quickly 

recommend him to others. The same may be true for a mechanic or AC 

technician, a barber or hair-stylist. 

For some it may be a sports figure – they are valued highly. They pay 

great attention to the college recruiting season or the NFL draft. 

  3. Sadly, few place much value upon ministers of the Word 

Calvin: “It is and always has been the disposition of the world, freely to 

bestow on the ministers of Satan every luxury, and hardly to supply godly 

pastors with necessary food” (Calvin’s Commentary: Baker 2003, 22:176) 

  4. Paul is making several assumptions here.  

   First, the Christian places great value upon the Word of God. 

Second, the Christian places great value upon being taught the Word of 

God 

   Third, the Christian places great value upon those teaching him 

5. What is the value you place upon your teachers?  

a. Many church members in our generation expect their pastors to 

occupy themselves in an infinite number of activities. They are 

social planners, maintenance workers, food-service workers, 

gardeners, and on and on. They expect their pastors to do many of 

the things they should be doing.  

b. Philip Ryken – “These days ministers are tempted to perform many 

other jobs. They have become salesmen, businessmen, musicians, 

entertainers, comedians, janitors . . .anything and everything 

except preachers. But a true minister is nothing more and nothing 

less than a minister of the Word. The center of any gospel ministry 

must be the exposition of Holy Scripture.” 

c. This doesn’t mean that all pastors labor full-time in their pastoral 

work. There are many who are bi-vocational. Not all pastors are 

the primary preaching pastor in the congregation. But for every 

pastor his pastoral work will always have revolve around the 

ministry of the Word.  

d. While there are many duties expected of a pastor what do you want 

your pastors to do? It isn’t that your pastors see themselves as 

above these other tasks, but they must give higher priority to the 

ministry of the Word of God. And why would you want your 

pastors to invest themselves in these things? 

What value do you place upon their teaching?  
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 B. What does Paul mean by - "share all good things"  
  1. First, if a pastor is laboring vocationally, it refers to material things 

1 Timothy 5:17 NAU - "The elders who rule well are to be 
considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard 
at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, "YOU SHALL 
NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING," and "The 
laborer is worthy of his wages." 
1 Corinthians 9:7-11 NAU - "Who at any time serves as a soldier at 
his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit of 
it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?  

8
 I am 

not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or 
does not the Law also say these things?  

9
 For it is written in the Law 

of Moses, "YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS 
THRESHING." God is not concerned about oxen, is He?  

10
 Or is He 

speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, 
because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to 
thresh in hope of sharing the crops.  

11
 If we sowed spiritual things in 

you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?"  
1 Corinthians 9:13-14 NAU - "Do you not know that those who 
perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those who 
attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar?  

14
 So also 

the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from 
the gospel."  

   a. Those who receive have a duty to provide generous support 

    Galatians 6:6 NAU - "all good things"  
b. Those who receive such support have a duty to labor hard to be an 

effective teacher, not from a love of money but from the love of 

the work. And he must guard against being a hireling. He should 

always be prepared to forfeit the support rather than forsaking the 

truth.  

   c. But there are other “good things” 

  2. You have a duty to encourage them by expressing our appreciation 

A kind word is often a sweet salve. Have you every expressed 

appreciation to the ladies who teach your children? Perhaps a card.  

1 Thessalonians 5:11-13 NAU - "Therefore encourage one 
another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.  12 But 
we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who 
diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord 
and give you instruction,  13 and that you esteem them very highly 
in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another."  
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3. You need to receive their instruction.  

 a. To make attendance a priority 

 Teachers study hard in order to teach you. It takes many hours of 

preparation. You must give as much attention to receiving the 

Word as they do preparing to teach it 

b. Come prepared to hear their teaching. It has been said that when 

the Word of God is faithfully preached Christ is speaking.  

   c. Receive their word, and then examine it carefully 

Acts 17:11 NAU - "Now these were more noble-minded than 
those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 
these things were so."  

  4. You need to pray for them – is this not a good thing you owe to them 

   a. Paul gave the command, "pray without ceasing" (1 Thes. 5:17) 
   b. What are the high things for which we should pray? 

    Does not Satan attack relentlessly? 

    Is not the human heart stubborn and deceitful? 

    Are we not in great need of God’s illuminating grace? 

c. Do not God’s teachers need large measures of God’s assistance as 

they prepare and as they teach? 

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Christians have often been called “people of the Book.” But how sad it is today when 

people who profess to be the people of God do not treasure His Book. They seldom read 

it. They don’t ponder it in their hearts. They absent themselves from the study of God’s 

Word. And they give such little regard to God’s teachers and the word they bring. 

2. May this never be said of us.  

 This verse is given in the context of those things consistent with the spiritual life. Those 

who are spiritual will place a high value upon God’s Word. And they will place a high 

value upon those who teach it. May this characterize us.  


