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Let me ask you to open your Bibles, please, to the gospel of Mark chapter 10. Let’s join 
our hearts in prayer. 
 
Father, help us as we meditate on these truths that you would bring them forth to us. 
Help me that I would articulate clearly the truth, that I would be led by your Spirit, that 
the communication would be with love and concern and with truth. We pray that it would 
be effective for your purposes this morning. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
The last time we were in our study of the gospel of Mark we were finishing up chapter 
nine and the Lord Jesus Christ was in the Galilee area.  As we open up Mark chapter 10 
he has traveled south to the region of Judea. And so he has made quite a journey and 
Mark tells us nothing of it. Luke and John give us some insight as to what has taken place 
in these intervening days, weeks and months, but Mark just opens us up here in Mark 
chapter 10 with the Lord Jesus in Judea and he is doing what he always does, teaching. 
Everywhere he goes the Lord Jesus Christ teaches the truth and that is no different in this 
scenario here in Mark 10.   
 
So we arrive in our study of Mark at chapter 10 at a challenging subject matter, a matter 
that there is much disagreement among Bible believing Christians and, certainly, a great 
deal of disagreement between what biblical Christianity perceives and what the world 
perceives. We arrive at a confrontation with the question of divorce. And the Lord Jesus 
gives us some great insights here in this passage. It does not give us the full picture of 
everything the Lord Jesus has said on the subject of marriage and divorce, but it does 
give us a good picture of his thoughts on the matter. 
 
Statistics on marriage and divorce indicate that between 40 and 50 percent of marriages 
end in divorce and people have become numb to the tragedy of divorce. People have 
become numb to the fact that it is just expected. This is just a natural course. It is very 
likely that a marital situation will end in divorce. And this is not acceptable because 
divorce always hurts. It never doesn’t hurt. It always impacts those involved and it 
always impacts those nearby. God’s Word does not leave us ignorant on the subject in 
any way, shape or form. 
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So to behooves us as a church and it behooves individuals to consider the Scriptures and 
what the Scriptures have to say about this subject. 
 
We are going to take a look. We are going to read verses one through 12 to get the 
context and then we are going to just systematically move through here and consider 
God’s truth in this matter.  Mark chapter 10 beginning at verse one. 
 

Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the other 
side of the Jordan. And multitudes gathered to Him again, and as He was 
accustomed, He taught them again.  The Pharisees came and asked Him, 
"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" testing Him.  
 
And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?"   
 
They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to 
dismiss her."   
 
And Jesus answered and said to them, "Because of the hardness of your 
heart he wrote you this precept.  But from the beginning of the creation, 
God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh’; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, let not man separate."  
 
In the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same matter. So 
He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery."1 

 
This is the entirety of his teaching that is recorded in Mark. It is not the entirety of his 
teaching.   
 
Any time you approach a subject of this controversial nature there are going to be people 
that are going to disagree with me and disagree with my interpretation of the text.  And I 
say this carefully and I say this lovingly and I say this with compassion. My teaching is 
not for your honor and my teaching is not for your glory.  My teaching is not for your 
approval.  My teaching is not for your pat on the back.  I have a one, one  main priority, 
to please almighty God and to render to him a sacrifice that is well fitting to him.  
 
Notice that I say every message, every week is supposed to be a sacrifice of worship. You 
will notice every time, almost every time I pray before we open up God’s Word. I say, 
“Lord, help us as we worship you in the Word.”  This is an act of worship. And my 
offering to God during this hour is that I honor him, that I please him and that I am true to 
his Word, whether you or I agree or not. My goal is to please him. 
 
                                                
1 Mark 10:1-12. 
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No, obviously, I don’t look and desire to be offensive or hurtful in any way. I think you 
know me well enough that I am considerate and compassionate and I desire to be such, 
but truth reigns.  Truth rules the day.  And so we will look at this truth and we will have 
ea fair minded consideration of what God’s Word has to say, but note this.  Our goal as 
individuals and our goal as a church is to seek the highest and perfect design that God has 
set forth, not to settle for secondary.   
 
Now be careful how you interpret my words.  Some people, some churches view 
divorced people as second class citizens. You will never find that—so far as I know—
you will never find that in this assembly, because a divorced person is not a second class 
citizen at all.  That does not change facts. It does not change truth. It does not change 
circumstances. But regardless of where a person arrives on a subject and where they are 
personally, that does not make them a second class Christian. The Lord Jesus Christ’s 
blood has been shed and it pays for every sin whether that sin is lying, covetousness, 
fraud, embezzlement, murder, rape, child molestation, divorce, pride, arrogance. And 
there is... I tried to give a little wide variety here of our consideration so as not to 
associate everything all with the {?} bad sins. It is too easy to get caught up in the 
minutia and not recognize the big picture of what Christ has done in redeeming us 
through Calvary’s cross. 
 
Here we are. The Lord Jesus Christ ministry in Galilee has ended. It really didn’t end 
with  much fanfare.  He just finished his teaching and leaves.  He departs and now he 
enters the region of Judea. We saw that already in verse one. We already saw that he 
taught them. This is what the always did.  And the Pharisees did what they always did. 
They questioned him.  This is the heart of a Pharisee. They don't to just simply receive 
the instruction that God gives. They want to be in the driver’s seat and dictate the 
material. 
 
Humility necessitates us allowing God to bring forth the material.  Pride necessitates me 
being the one who derives what this needed to be spoken of. And the Pharisees do that 
time and time again and this time is no different.   
 
Look, please, with me, at verse number two.   
 
“The Pharisees came and asked Him, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’ testing 
Him.”2 
 
What was their motivation? We only have to look at verse number two. Testing him. 
They didn't want to know what Jesus had to say. They didn’t want simply to hear.  
Please, we want to know the truth.  
 
“Please lay it on us and we will embrace it.”  
 

                                                
2 Mark 10:2.  
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They did it simply to test to test him. They did not want to hear what he had to say. They 
did not want to embrace what he had to say, but Jesus engages.  He engages with them 
anyway, verse number three. 
 
“And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?’”3 
 
I find this to be very interesting and it really deserves our attention. What did Moses 
command you? Notice the words he uses. What did Moses command you?  
 
Have you noticed what word I am keying in on? Command. Hold you hand here and look 
back at Deuteronomy 24. And I want your help, ok? This is what I want you to do and I 
am serious.  When I get to the command in Deuteronomy 24 I want you to yell. You can 
yell stop. You can yell whoa. You can yell anything, but yell something when I get to the 
command.  Are you ready for this? This is a test.  Russ is grading you up there. He has 
got the camera on all of you. We are going to know whether you responded or not.   
 
Deuteronomy 24 beginning in verse one. Here is what God’s Word says. 
 

When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 
favor in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and he 
writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of 
his house, when she has departed from his house, and goes and becomes 
another man’s wife, if the latter husband detests her and writes her a 
certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, or 
if the latter husband dies who took her as his wife, then her former 
husband who divorced her must not take her back.4 

 
That was really lame.  You almost all failed.   
 
Did you read the first three verses? Any commands in there?  The answer is nay. No 
commands in verse one, two or three.  But you get to verse number four and you have a 
command it is kind of an awkward command, verse four.  This time do it right, ok?  I 
have already warned you. Now this time say stop.   
 
“...then her former husband who divorced her must not take her...”5 
 
Thank you. You found it. Must not. There is a command.  This is very interesting.  The 
only command you find in Deuteronomy 24 is not divorce her.  It is not give her a 
certificate of divorce. No, no, no, no. In verses one through three it says when this man 
does this and when this second man does this... These are statements of fact. This is 
running a scenario out. No command to be found in verse one, two or three.  We come to 
verse number four and now we have a regulation. And the command is this. 
 

                                                
3 Mark 10:3.  
4 Deuteronomy 24:1-4. 
5 Deuteronomy 24:4.  
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“...then her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife after 
she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring 
sin on the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.”6 
 
So the Pharisees come to Jesus and say, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
 
And Jesus says, “Well, tell me what Moses commanded you.” He did not say, “Tell me 
what Moses permitted you.” He said, “Tell me what Moses commanded you.” And they 
say back in Mark chapter 10... head back there with me please. Here is their response.  
They change the word which is pretty good under the circumstances.  It says in verse 
four: 
 
“They said, ‘Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss 
her.’”7 
 
Permitted. That is a good word, because that is really what is going on there. There is no 
command whatsoever about a man divorcing his wife. The only command is regulating 
what happens after that takes place.  After you sin in this light, after you are done with 
this sin, don’t compound your sin by after you are married again going back to the first 
spouse. It is not permitted. There is the command and it is not popular to say that. Make 
sure you are listening for the command.  You look at this and the Pharisees rightly use the 
word permitted.  
 
It is like this is my impression of what is going on in Mark chapter 10. So bear with me. 
This is just the way my mind works. It is like he is lining them up. 
 
Now a number of months ago I bought an elliptical.   You pay a lot of money and they 
send you a bunch of pieces. And so I can’t wait to put things together when they arrive. I 
have OCD. So I get out the instruction manual and I am putting this thing together and 
you get to the part where the arms come together and what you have is you have got this 
bolt and two washers, two arms and probably, although, I don’t remember. I think there 
was a washer in between and then a nut. And in order to do this thing, you have to make 
sure everything is lined up. You put the bolt through the first washer, send it through the 
first arm, get the other washer in between through the other arm, the next washer and then 
the nut. You can’t do this without lining everything up.  
 
And this is really, I think, the Lord Jesus, the way he responds to their question he is 
lining them up and he has lined them up very nicely for how he now approaches them. He 
asks them the question: What did Moses command you? Moses permitted a man to write 
a certificate of divorce and send his wife away.   
 
Now Jesus starts to unveil his perspective on this.  Jesus begins the teaching and 
dismantling of their preconceived ideas.   

                                                
6 Ibid.  
7 Mark 10:4.  
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I want to discuss three unfortunate truths about divorce and one essential truth concerning 
marriage.  I am really asking you to listen throughout. Most people when they hear 
something that they think that they are going to disagree with, they shut their brain off 
and they start doing their own research in the pew. That will not help any of us.  We are 
worshipping as a body with oneness of mind and oneness of spirit and so we have to look 
at the same texts together if our worship is going to be pleasing and in accordance with 
truth. 
 
So the first truth concerning divorce is this. Divorce was permitted because of depravity. 
Look at verse five. 
 
“And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote 
you this precept.’”8 
 
That is not a compliment, friends.  Hardness of heart is associated with disobedience. 
Hardness of heart is associated with unbelief. Hardness of heart is associated with 
rebellion. Hold your hand here. We are going to come back in just a moment and look at 
Hebrews chapter three with me. This is a vital subject matter, ladies and gentlemen, for 
ourselves, for our children, for our neighbors, for our family members. We must consider 
God’s truth concerning marriage which includes God’s thoughts on divorce.  
 
The context here in Hebrews chapter three really transcends from three to four. Chapter 
three and chapter four really serve as one unit in many respects.  And the author of 
Hebrews is warning the people that they can miss out on God’s very best for their lives if 
they miss out on the rest, the faith rest that is offered to them through the high priestly 
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I don’t have time to get into all the minutiae here, but it starts in Hebrews 3:1 and it caps 
it off in Hebrews 4:16 and it shows us that this whole thing is a unit. He says, “Consider 
the apostle and high priest of our calling,” in 3:1 and then at chapter four and verse 12 it 
says: 
 
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.”9 
 
He is talking about Jesus’ high priestly ministry in this whole section and he says you can 
miss it if you are not careful. And the warning that he gives us in chapter three verse 
seven to 19 is that we can involve ourselves in hardness of heart which is unbelief and 
rebellion and miss out on the rest like the people of Israel missed out under Joshua’s 
leadership.  
 
So here is what he says in verse seven.   
 
                                                
8 Mark 10:5.  
9 Hebrews 4:12.  
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Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do 
not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the  
wilderness, Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works 
forty years.  Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, ‘They 
always go astray in their heart, And they have not known My ways.’  So I 
swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’" Beware, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become 
partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to 
the end, while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden 
your hearts as in the rebellion."  For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, 
was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?  Now with whom 
was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 
corpses fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they 
would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? So we see that 
they could not enter in because of unbelief.10 

 
Several characteristics of hardness: unbelief, disobedience, rebellion.  And with that in 
mind, Jesus says, “Because of the hardness of your hearts, God has given you this 
instruction or this word, really, God has given you this word.”  
 
And so as we look at hat we have to recognize when we look at the subject of divorce, 
divorce was only permitted or brought forth because of depravity. 
 
A second truth or reality that Jesus unveils here in Mark chapter 10 is this.  Divorce was 
not part of God’s design.  Look please with me at verse number six.   It says: 
 

"But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male and 
female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, ‘and the two shall become one flesh’; so then they are 
no longer two, but one flesh.  "Therefore what God has joined together, let 
not man separate."11 

 
So there is the concept. Divorce is not part of God’s design.   
 
The way that Matthew records this for us gives us a little bit of help. It just kind of 
clarifies it just a little bit. It says this.  
 
“Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but 
from the beginning it was not so.”12 
 

                                                
10 Hebrews 3:7-19. 
11 Mark 10:6-9.  
12 Matthew 19:8.  



Page 8 of 17 
 

So Jesus brings the Pharisees back to the beginning to establish God’s design for 
marriage and that is right because that is where God instituted marriage.  
 
Turn back in your Bibles, please, to the book of Genesis and we want to see these 
references that the Lord Jesus Christ makes. As the Lord Jesus defends God’s design in 
marriage he does so by bringing us back to the very beginning. In chapter one what we 
have in the outworking of God’s record concerning creation, in chapter one he tells us the 
general overview of the six days of creation. And then in chapter two we have a very 
specific grouping where God recaps his creation of man.  Why? Why that emphasis? 
Because man is the crown jewel of God’s creation. God is more pleased with men than 
angels.  This is why Jesus did not come and die for angels. Jesus came and took on 
human flesh to die in the place of man.    We have a very special place in God’s creative 
plans and his design and his... the outworking and unfolding of his plan. 
 
During the creation week you will notice a very familiar pattern and it was good.  But in 
the middle of day number said God said it is not good that man should be alone.  It is not 
good.  Something is incomplete. And so we first note the overview from Genesis chapter 
one has a very specific section about male and female, man and woman, Adam and Eve. 
It is not found in verses 26 through 28. Look, please, there with me.  Genesis 1:26. 
 

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth."  So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  Then 
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."13 

 
From the very start God laid out his perfect plan, male and female together in a husband 
wife relationship, bearing children, having dominion over the earth. That was the original 
design. And it has... man has foiled that in God’s marriage design, yes.  Now we have 
males and males seeking to be married.  Now we have males and females seeking to 
break their marriages.    
 
They have failed in the filling part. Oh, we are going not have family planning.  We are 
going to kill the baby instead of bear the baby.   
 
And we have men neglecting from the beginning that God called them to have dominion. 
So now the ant is just as valuable as my child. In fact, if you kill the ant you are more 
likely to be in trouble than if you kill your child.   
 
People can go to an abortion clinic and kill a baby, but yet Michael Vick killed some 
dogs and spent two years in jail. Now I don’t like that he killed the dogs and there was a 
fair and right punishment that was associated. I have got no problem with the fact that he 
                                                
13 Genesis 1:26-28.  
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was punished for that. It just seems upside down, doesn’t it?  It all comes from the great 
lie that we all come from one primordial ooze.  No, no.  No.  God spoke the land animals 
into existence and God created out of the dust of the ground man, breathed into man’s 
nostrils the breath of life and man became a living spirit.  
 
Upon nothing else, not angels, not beasts, not foul of the air, not fish of the sea, is the 
image of God implanted. Man alone. And so he failed.  
 
We have failed desperately. We have failed miserably. God’s design.  
 
So God’s action. Let’s take a look at that in chapter two and verse 18.   
 

And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper comparable to him."  Out of the ground the LORD God 
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them 
to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each 
living creature, that was its name.  So Adam gave names to all cattle, to 
the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was 
not found a helper comparable to him.  
 
And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; 
and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the 
rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and 
He brought her to the man.14 

 
You don’t see in here Adam saying, “Hey, what is up with this? Male and female donkey.  
Male and female zebra.  Male and female horse. Male and female bird. Male and female 
dog. Where is mine?” He doesn’t say that. Now he might have been thinking it. I can’t 
tell you. The Bible doesn’t say. But he didn’t say it. At least according to the record. God 
said it.  
 
“It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”15 
 
And so he caused  deep sleep to come upon Adam and he took Adam’s rib and made a 
woman and gave her life and presented her to him, God’s action. And Adam’s response is 
recorded in verse number three.   
 
“And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be 
called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.’”16 
 
I think he was a little bit in awe.  I think so. I am delighted. Delighted by God’s glorious 
grace to give me my woman, my wife, my help comparable to me to honor and cherish 
and love and lead and wash with the water of the Word and to care for, my privilege. 

                                                
14 Genesis 2:18-22. 
15 Genesis 2:18.  
16 Genesis 2:23.  
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Adam had a response and his response was a good one and then God makes a 
pronouncement in verse 24. Look with me at the pronouncement in verse 24. This is what 
Jesus pointed back to in Mark chapter 10. He says: 
 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh.”17 
 
Three things, three elements here in verse 24. The first is leave.  Leave and cleave mom 
and dad. Now let me ask you a question. Did Adam have to leave his mommy? Where 
was Adam’s mommy?  There wasn’t one. So the record here is for the benefit of those 
that would come after.  Men, learn to leave mommy and learn to leave daddy and stand 
on your own two feet. This is vital to the marriage covenant is that we not be leeching on 
and depending on our parents. Marriage changes that relationship. We leave and we 
cleave. The word there is to be joined together.  It has the idea of gluing. It takes some 
nice super glue. Did you ever do that? You use some super glue on something and later 
on you are ready to put everything away and your fingers are stuck together. Very 
unfortunate.   
 
Do you know what you can’t do?  You can’t remove your flesh from the super glue. You 
can pull the flesh off of your flesh. That you can do. But you can’t pull your flesh off he 
superglue. The super glue sticks. And that really is the concept here. You leave mommy 
and daddy and we cleave and glue ourselves to our spouse. This is the responsibility. 
These first two are responsibilities of the husband and wife to leave our parents, to cleave 
to our spouse and then there is a third element and it into our responsibility. It is God’s.  
It says and they shall be one flesh.  
 
God doesn’t say, “And now you two sweet little love birds go and be one flesh.” He says 
they shall be one flesh.  That happens. It is the mystical, spiritual union that only God can 
bring about. It does not come from man. The leaving and the cleaving, yes. The 
becoming one flesh, no. 
  
Head back with me, please, to Mark chapter 10. And Jesus points to this. Mark chapter 
10. Look at verse number eight as Jesus makes a simple statement of fact.  And he says:  
 
“...‘and the two shall become one flesh’; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh.”18 
 
Can you take that which is one and make it two? Not without tearing, not without cutting, 
not without damage, not without ruining the whole. It always hurts. It always is 
damaging.  And Jesus could not state this any more strongly than he does in verse 
number nine. He says this.   
 
"Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate."19 

                                                
17 Genesis 2:24.  
18 Mark 10:8.  
19 Mark 10:9.  
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I want to read this to you in the Greek word order. It is not a whole lot different, but it 
does give us a little sense.   
 
What therefore the God has joined man not separate.  
 
When you have a clause and you take a word and put it at the beginning of the clause it 
does so for emphasis. And at the second part of that sentence, the compound part of it 
where he gets to the let not man separate, in the Greek word order it says, “Man not 
separate.” Emphasis upon man.  God has brought this together. God has made you one. 
You have no business separating it. That is the idea. That this the goal. That is God’s 
design. God’s design is one man and one woman for one lifetime. That is God’s design.  
 
And he leaves the Pharisees. That is all they get. They get no more.   
 
And then we have the Lord Jesus with his disciples to which we will note this third 
principle concerning divorce from this passage. Divorce opens the door to further sin. 
This is not the end of the story, so do not say, “Yeah, but what a about...?” Divorce opens 
the door to further sin.  Verse 10.  It says: 
 

In the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same matter.  So 
He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her.  And if a woman divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery."20 

 
So divorcing one’s spouse and entering into another marriage covenant results in 
adultery. This passage is clear. It is a compounding of sin.  We can notice in verses 11 
and 12 the active party is the one who is being addressed. Do you see that? Who is being 
addressed? Verse 11. 
 
"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her.”21 
 
Part two in verse 12: 
 
“And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery."22 
 
So the active party is being addressed in both of these.  
 
Matthew 19:9 rounds the statement out. Take a look there with me. We have a fullness, 
the fullness of Jesus’ statement here. This is in the same conversation. This is the same 
context. This is not some other portion of Jesus’ teaching.  This is in the same context.   
 
It says: 

                                                
20 Mark 10:10-12. 
21 Mark 10:11.  
22 Mark 10:12.  
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“And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries 
another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits 
adultery."23 
 
And so Jesus here gives us a little bit more information. Now he said at one time, 
Matthew recorded this, Mark recorded what he did. It is the same conversation so we 
cannot distinguish between them and say, “Well, this only applies to Matthew’s 
situation.” No, Jesus said it in this scenario. So what we have here is an interesting 
conversation. What we have here is that Jesus says under this certain criteria that divorce 
can take place. Sexual immorality. I will note to you that the word there is πορνεια (por-
ni’-ah). That this the word for fornication, not the word for adultery.  It is a very 
interesting concept and some have turned that and said, well, this only refers to the 
betrothal period. I do not think that that interpretation holds water. 
 
In 1 Corinthians chapter seven—we are not going to turn there—1 Corinthians seven, you 
can note it for yourself and take a look there. It gives us further thoughts under two main 
headings. The first is a mixed marriage between a believer and a non believer.  I am not 
sure. I think it is opposite of this word order, but one of the scenarios is a believer and an 
unbeliever in a mixed marriage. He gives them some instructions concerning how to deal 
with marriage. And then also about marriage between two believers and he gives us some 
instructions. 
 
Now the marriage between two believers, there is no said... nothing said there that gives 
any permission for one believer to divorce the other. It is very, pretty much air tight with 
the believer and the unbeliever, there is some very interesting conversations and I would 
be glad to discuss this a little further in a question and answer section of our worship 
service tonight or in a more personal setting.  
 
But what I want to do for now is just let suffice it to say for now we cannot ignore or 
fudge away these verses of Scripture. The are some that just want to dismiss them and 
explain them away and some that just prefer to ignore them all together.  We cannot 
pretend that they are not part of holy Scripture. They have ever much a right to speak to 
this issue as any other passage because it all comes from the same God who wrote the 
entire Bible through the means of man. And so we cannot ignore them. We cannot 
produce some fanciful interpretation or allow our own conjecture to enter into the mix. 
Our responsibility as those surrendered to God, surrendered to God’s Spirit and 
surrendered to God’s Word is we must always let God’s Word speak for itself. God’s 
design is not for a marriage to be broken. God’s design is never a good thing when a 
marriage is broken.  Breaking the marriage covenant always results in a compounding of 
sin.  And we must hold to a high standard in this regard. 
 
There is a lot more that could be said. We cannot dive into it here. We would be taking 
about marriage and divorce for two or three weeks to dive into all of it, but I do want for 

                                                
23 Matthew 19:9.  
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us, before we are finished with our time together, to turn the page to a far more greater 
discussion in this regard and that is this. God’s design depicts a life long commitment.   
 
Look with me, please, in your Bibles at Ephesians chapter five.  These are uncomfortable 
topics for everyone involved, because people have different experiences and different 
perspectives and different thoughts. Our desire is not to allow our experience or our own 
thinking to muddy the waters, but to allow God’s clear word to declare what it declares 
and to accept it as such, all of it.   
 
In Ephesians chapter five we have God under the ... though the avenue of the  Holy 
Spirit, through the person of the apostle Paul writing a letter to the Ephesians Church and 
during this letter he tells them in verse 18 of chapter five to be filled with the Spirit. And 
he starts to unfold what the results of that are in verses 19, 20 and 21.   And then he 
brings to task in verses 22 of chapter five through chapter six and verse nine some tests 
about how that is actually lived out in a daily life.   
 
But as we look at the first of these scenarios, the husband wife relationship in verse 22 to 
33 of chapter five he doesn’t only give us some tests. He also gives us some spiritual 
information about what the marriage between two believers is supposed to picture, 
supposed to picture. The marriage covenant is supposed to display the unfailing 
commitment of the Lord Jesus Christ for his Church. I will say that again. The marriage 
covenant is supposed to picture the Lord Jesus Christ’s unfailing commitment to  his 
Church.  It is supposed to represent that and I think it is faulty to say that all marriages 
actually display this.   I think it is faulty to come up with some kind of an interpretation 
of this passage that says because our marriages are supposed to display this, that we are 
ruining the image of Jesus in the Church. 
 
Let me tell you something and I am just going to be frank.  God is ok.  He doesn’t need 
your help.  He will do just fine protecting his own reputation. Jesus Christ has never 
sinned and never failed and never will.  You will not muddy those waters no matter how 
much you try or no matter how much you don’t try. You cannot distort the display of 
Jesus Christ’s glory.  It is his alone.  And he is responsible for it himself. And I trust he 
will as you do. 
 
So let us not take a distorted view of this passage and make this the key to unlocking 
every other understanding of Scripture. What we can do, however, is see what God has 
designed marriage to do and what a marriage between two believers is supposed to 
display.  Look beginning in verse number 22. 
 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is 
head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior 
of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He 
might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that 
He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
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wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 
blemish.  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; 
he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.  For we 
are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. "For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh." This is a great mystery, but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each one of you in 
particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she 
respects her husband.24 

 
Just as the Lord Jesus Christ promised the Church that I will be with you even unto the 
end of the age and just as God has promised the believer I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee, the marriage covenant is to be an unbroken covenant. It is to be a covenant 
where husband stands by his wife till death do us part and wife stands by her husband till 
death do us part. There should be no thought of seeking an out.   
 
You look at exception clauses and I already told you. And I am not fudging those away 
and I am not pretending they are not there. So you already know that I am not saying 
those aren’t real, those don’t exist, I don’t believe them. I haven’t said that.  I will not say 
that. What I want to teach and what I want to proclaim is that there is a higher standard.   
There is a higher design. There is a better way.  
 
Am I saying that they don’t exist?  No.  Am I saying that someone cannot employ that? 
No.  What I saying is: There is a better way. And I want to demonstrate this and I think it 
will come very clear as I just read to you Hosea one through three. Yes, chapter one, 
chapter two and chapter three.  And we are going to let God tell his love story to Israel 
his wife.   And we are just going to let it wash over us. Hosea chapter one.  

 
The word of the LORD that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.   
 
When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea: "Go, 
take yourself a wife of harlotry And children of harlotry, For the land has 
committed great harlotry By departing from the LORD."  So he went and 
took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a 
son.  Then the LORD said to him: "Call his name Jezreel, For in a little 
while I will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on the house of Jehu, And 
bring an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.  It shall come to pass in 
that day That I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel." And 
she conceived again and bore a daughter. Then God said to him: "Call her 
name Lo-Ruhamah, For I will no longer have mercy on the house of 
Israel, But I will utterly take them away.  Yet I will have mercy on the 

                                                
24 Ephesians 5:22-33. 
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house of Judah, Will save them by the LORD their God, And will not save 
them by bow, Nor by sword or battle, By horses or horsemen."  
 
Now when she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. 
Then God said: "Call his name Lo-Ammi, For you are not My people, And 
I will not be your God.  Yet the number of the children of Israel Shall be 
as the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered. And it 
shall come to pass In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My 
people,’ There it shall be said to them, ‘You are sons of the living God.’   
Then the children of Judah and the children of Israel Shall be gathered 
together, And appoint for themselves one head; And they shall come up 
out of the land, For great will be the day of Jezreel!   
 
Say to your brethren, ‘My people,’ And to your sisters, ‘Mercy is shown.’  
"Bring charges against your mother, bring charges; For she is not My 
wife, nor am I her Husband! Let her put away her harlotries from her 
sight, And her adulteries from between her breasts; Lest I strip her naked 
And expose her, as in the day she was born, And make her like a 
wilderness, And set her like a dry land, And slay her with thirst. I will not 
have mercy on her children, For they are the children of harlotry.  For their 
mother has played the harlot; She who conceived them has behaved 
shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, Who give me my 
bread and my water, My wool and my linen, My oil and my drink.’   
 
"Therefore, behold, I will hedge up your way with thorns, And wall her in, 
So that she cannot find her paths. She will chase her lovers, But not 
overtake them; Yes, she will seek them, but not find them. Then she will 
say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, For then it was better for me 
than now.’ For she did not know That I gave her grain, new wine, and oil, 
And multiplied her silver and gold — Which they prepared for Baal.  
"Therefore I will return and take away My grain in its time And My new 
wine in its season, And will take back My wool and My linen, Given to 
cover her nakedness.  Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her 
lovers, And no one shall deliver her from My hand. I will also cause all 
her mirth to cease, Her feast days, Her New Moons, Her Sabbaths — All 
her appointed feasts.  And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, Of 
which she has said, ‘These are my wages that my lovers have given me.’ 
So I will make them a forest, And the beasts of the field shall eat them.  I 
will punish her For the days of the Baals to which she burned incense. She 
decked herself with her earrings and jewelry, And went after her lovers; 
But Me she forgot," says the LORD.   
 
"Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Will bring her into the wilderness, 
And speak comfort to her.  I will give her her vineyards from there, And 
the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; She shall sing there, As in the days 
of her youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt.   



Page 16 of 17 
 

"And it shall be, in that day," Says the LORD, "That you will call Me ‘My 
Husband,’ And no longer call Me ‘My Master,’  For I will take from her 
mouth the names of the Baals, And they shall be remembered by their 
name no more.  In that day I will make a covenant for them With the 
beasts of the field, With the birds of the air, And with the creeping things 
of the ground. Bow and sword of battle I will shatter from the earth, To 
make them lie down safely.  I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will 
betroth you to Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and 
mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the 
LORD.  It shall come to pass in that day That I will answer," says the 
LORD; "I will answer the heavens, And they shall answer the earth.  The 
earth shall answer With grain, With new wine, And with oil; They shall 
answer Jezreel.  Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, And I will 
have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; Then I will say to those 
who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’ And they shall say, ‘You 
are my God!’"   
 
Then the LORD said to me, "Go again, love a woman who is loved by a 
lover and is committing adultery, just like the love of the LORD for the 
children of Israel, who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the 
pagans."  So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver, and one 
and one-half homers of barley. And I said to her, "You shall stay with me 
many days; you shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man — so, 
too, will I be toward you."  For the children of Israel shall abide many 
days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, without 
ephod or teraphim.  Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek 
the LORD their God and David their king. They shall fear the LORD and 
His goodness in the latter days.25   
 

Listen. It is a love story.  It is a love story between a faithful God who bided his time. 
And do you know what, friends?  He is still waiting.  Have these things all taken place? Is 
Jesus Christ himself right now currently residing in Jerusalem reigning from the throne? 
The answer is a big no. So he waits and he waits. And as God has patiently awaited  
Israel’s return, he sets the example for long suffering and forgiveness in the marriage 
relationship.  He has set the highest of standards for us and for our consideration.   
 
Any other solution is associated with the hardness of man’s heart.  As we consider these 
truths, as we kind of wrap up our thinking for this morning our minds should be directed 
toward the steadfast love and faithful endurance of our God. He is loyal to us as our 
Savior. We turn aside after other matters so easily.  We push him aside to attend to our 
whims and our desires.  Yet he lovingly waits while we play the harlot. He remains 
faithful. We must adore him. We must be in awe of his faithfulness. We must not waste 
any  more time going after senseless pursuits that divert our attention from him.  And we 
must seek to emulate his faithfulness in our marriage relationships.   
 
                                                
25 Hosea 1:1—3:5.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, the call is there to display this covenant faithfulness with your 
spouse that God has made you one with. It is your responsibility. We should not seek 
anything but God’s perfect design in marriage. It should always be our ultimate aim is to 
fulfill his perfect desire and his perfect design, not seek or settle for some distortion. 
Again, I have clearly stated. We will not ignore God’s truth. God has spoken additionally 
to this.  But it is not his design. 
 
Let’s pray together. 
 
Father, help us as we seek to demonstrate your faithfulness and the faithfulness of our 
Savior the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives individually, in our lives in which we are 
married, in a church community. Help us to demonstrate your faithfulness. May others 
see the love of the Lord Jesus Christ when they see us. I pray, Father, for those that are 
probably broken hearted from experiences that many times were not by their design. 
Comfort their hearts. Minister to them. Help us to be a source of love and ministry.  I 
pray, Father, for anyone struggling right now in their own marriage relationship that 
your faithfulness would be a source of inspiration, motivation and example to them.  For 
those of us that are so thankful for what you have done in our marriage relationships, 
may we not settle, may we not be pleased with the current situation. May we seek to be 
more faithful, more loving and fulfill our design even more in our relationship. May we 
grow in our marriage relationships that the Lord Jesus Christ would be on display.   I 
pray, Father, for anyone in here that may be puzzled, that you would give them comfort 
as they seek the truth of your Word.  I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  


