
ASSURANCE: LOVE FOLLOWS LIGHT (I JOHN 2:7-11) 
 

It is said that selfishness is the soul of heathen morality. The old Roman 
world was a world without charity, controlled by the coldest selfishness.  
Even human friendship, which according to the Roman philosopher Cicero 
was the highest good next to wisdom, was utilitarian, i.e. it had an 
egotistical basis because friendship was only possible among peers or those 
of equal rank in society. The Christian ethic however is one of selflessness 
regardless of person or personality; it is not simply one of a higher level 
than that of the world; it is one of contrast to the world. The Christian ethic 
is the will of God done on earth "as it is in heaven" (Mat. 6:10).   Christian 
ethics is not satisfied with the mouthing of technical phrases; John says "He 
that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother is in darkness" (2:9).   
 

Love is an Old Commandment: This message is as old as the oldest 
message of the gospel, it goes right back to the love of God in the promise 
of Christ in Genesis 3:15. This is a commandment therefore which the 
Church had from the very beginning of time (cf. 1:1). When John said "I 
write no new commandment" he meant that the principle of love is so 
embedded in the Scriptures that they already knew it. The Jews were 
supremely conscious of brotherly love, the need to help and succour one 
another throughout life.  
   

Love is a New Commandment: As to essence and extent this law is 
unchanged from the old economy; but Christ enriched it by a new: 
Expression (Mat. 5:43ff), Emphasis (Mat. 22:39-40), Example (John 15:13), 
Expectation (I John 2:8). This is an old Commandment with fresh 
expectation; it has continual novelty. In other words, while familiarity 
breeds contempt in much of life, this is one area where, for the Christian, it 
is always fresh and novel; it is old yet ever new. 
 

Love is a Distinctive Commandment: John says (Vs. 8) “because the darkness 
is passing away, and the true light already shineth.” The contrast between 
hatred and love here is linked to “death” (3:14) and to “darkness” (2:8-9). 
There is a difference here from what John said in 1:6 of the Christian 
"walk[ing] in darkness." John adds another dimension, being "in darkness" 
(cf. 2:11). This is a difference between "action" and "being" and then a third 
dimension is added "direction" (Vs. 11 "knoweth not whither he goeth"). Soul 
obedience to the law of love is a distinctive of faith in Christ, and a great 
assurance that gospel light has dispelled darkness (Vs. 10); love follows 
light!  


