
Revelation: Philadelphia, the Church with a Persevering Witness (Revelation 3:7-13). 
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Introduction  

1. Sardis and Philadelphia were both badly damaged by an earthquake in a. d. 17.  

a. Due to its impoverished state, Philadelphia (named for a king of Pergamum, Attalus 

Philadelphus) was enabled to rebuild due to the generosity of the emperor Tiberius. 

b. In a show of gratitude, the city built a monument to Tiberius and renamed the city 

Neocaesarea (Caesar’s new city—note “new name,” v. 12). 

2. Christ’s introduction of Himself to Philadelphia. 

a. He is the Holy One, identifying Himself as Yahweh (see 6:10; cf Isa. 6:1-4, 13; anticipates 

Isa. 22:22). 

b. He is the True One, the one opposed and rejected by the Jews as false. 

c. Thus, (1) His deity is affirmed (title is used only of Yahweh 20+ times in Isaiah) and (2) 

His followers, the church, are shown to represent the true Israel. 

I. The Key of David  

1. The “key” symbolizes Christ’s full authority in salvation and judgment.  

2. The “key of David” refers to Isaiah 22:22 where Eliakim is used as a type of Christ (vv. 20-

25; see Isa. 9:6, 7). 

a. The key (government) is laid on his shoulders (v. 22). 

b. Eliakim becomes a father to Jerusalem and Judah (v. 21). 

c. His seat will be a throne of glory (v. 23). 

d. His appointment is by God Himself (v. 21).  

II. An Open Door  

1. The condition of the church— 

a. They had a little power (dumamis, power to effect change or influence).  

b. They were also obedient (keeping His Word) and loyal (not denying His name, v. 8).  

c. Christ gave them an open door (opportunity) to serve Him (see 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; 

Col. 4:3; cf Acts 14:27). 

2. Christ compelled the Jews to bow down in submission and recognition that He was the true 

Messiah and that the church was His people (v. 9; see Isa. 45:14; 49:23; 60:10; Zech. 

8:20ff).  

3. The consequences of their opportunity: Christ said, “I will make them . . . to know that I 

have loved you” (see Isa. 43:4; Rom. 9:8, 27;11:7, 11, 28).     

  



III. The Hour of Trial  

1. Are they to be saved from or in tribulation (v. 10; see Dan. 12:1, 10—the hour of testing)?  

2. The tribulation here is judgment on the unbelieving (see 6:10; 8:13; 11:10). 

In the tribulation, the believers are not kept from physical suffering but are kept spiritually 

(see John 17:15). Note the warning of v. 11. 

3. A promise is given to the persevering overcomers (v. 12). 

a. Their possession by the Lord is assured (given a name [ownership, “you belong to me”], 

that is, citizenship in His kingdom (“my new name”). 

b. The presence of the Lord is assured to them (see Eze. 48:35). 

c. The permanence of their belonging is assured to them (a pillar is a permanent feature of a 

structure).    

Use  

1. What can we learn of Israel and the church from this text? What of this turning of the tables?  

2. What can we learn of our importance to God? 

3. How does Christ’s temptation in the wilderness apply here, especially in light of our 

temptation to seek the “easy way” to the kingdom? 

4. What are the two dangers to persevering faith that we might notice?  

a. Rejecting God’s standards in order to avoid legalism  

b. Compromising God’s standards in order to gain a hearing from lost sinners  


