
Revelation Lesson 71
The Lamb of God

Revelation 5:6-7  And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.  7  And he came and took the book
out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

Last week we noticed two prophetic titles used for the Lord Jesus Christ which were both in
relation to His Ethnicity, Royalty and Humanity. Tonight we are going to see another Title
used of the Lord which speaks to His role as THE Redeemer.

And I beheld, - John says here that he beheld, which is to say that he looked at. He did so at the
urging of one of the elders in verse 5 that had told him: “Weep not: behold...” so we see again that
John is looking with his own two eyes at the events transpiring before him.

and, lo, - Now John is saying in effect, Look there. In other words, if we were there with him, he's
telling  us  to  take  notice  also.  But  since  he  is  our  guide  in  Scripture  he's  telling  us  to  PAY
ATTENTION.

in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,  -
Notice the Lamb has moved. Since we know Christ is the Lamb, it will do us well to note that He
has moved, since being seated in Heaven. 

stood a Lamb – I want to point out here that this is noted to be in the Greek language as the
Perfect tense and Indicative mood which in English means thus: The Perfect Tense describes an
action  as  completed  at  the  time  of  writing  or  speaking.  While  the  Indicative  Mood  refers
esstentially to reality thus stating that what is being said (or written) is a FACT. So summarizing
this “stood” when we link this word in context with the rest of the phrase, this word “stood” points
BACK to the Resurrection. Christ “stood” up from the dead in the past with the effect that the
results continue onward through history. We'll see a little more in regards to this when we look at
the next point. 

The  Revelation Online  Commentary  states:  This  is  the  first  of  twenty-nine  times  [that]  lamb
occurs  in...Revelation.  From these  [29]  references,  we can discern that lamb is  John’s  title  of
choice for the Lord in the Revelation. Thus, the term [lamb] is unique to...Revelation and the New
Testament as a title for the Lord Jesus. [Now,] with the exception of Revelation13:11, all refer to
Jesus.  

1. The Lamb standing, 5:6
2. The Lamb worshipped, 5:8
3. The Lamb praised, 5:12-13
4. The Lamb, 6:1, 7, 9, 
5. The Lamb wrathful, 6:16
6. The Lamb honored, 7:10
7. The Lamb sacrificed, 7:14
8. The Lamb provider, 7:17
9. The Lamb, 8:1
10. The Lamb sacrificed, 12:11
11. The Lamb’s book, 13:8
12. The Lamb standing, 14:1

13. The Lamb leads, 14:4
14. The Lamb provider, 14:4
15. The Lamb’s presence, 14:10
16. The Lamb’s song, 15:3
17. The Lamb’s war, 17:14
18. The Lamb’s marriage, 19:7
19. The Lamb’s marriage supper, 19:9
20. The Lamb’s wife (that's the Church), 21:9
21. The Lamb’s apostles, 21:14
22. The Lamb is temple and light, 21:22-23
23. The Lamb’s throne, 22:1, 3



But now is when some people scratch their heads, in sensing that the Lion seen in the previous
verse has now morphed into a Lamb. Some now question: “So what is He? A Lion or A Lamb?” 

Note McGee's answer which, I think is spot on! “The Lord Jesus Christ is a Lion and a Lamb. The
lion character refers to His second coming; the lamb character refers to His first coming. The lion
is symbolic of His majesty; the lamb is symbolic of His meekness. As a lion He is a Sovereign; as a
lamb He is a Savior. As a lion He is a Judge; as a lamb He is judged. The lion represents the
government of God; the lamb represents the grace of God.” In other words this alludes to Christ's
dual nature: Here He is seen as the Sacrifical Lamb and then after His Resurrection as the High
Priest (earlier observed as the Lion in Triumph). We recall Christ is the God-Man – He is 100%
God and 100% Man, He is and ever will be God in the Flesh. But let us look a little deeper at this
understanding in regards to “the Lamb of God.”

LaHaye says: “John sees Him as a sacrificial Lamb, for John sees Him through eyes of faith. Those
who reject Christ will see Him as a Lion when He comes to Judge and to Reign over them.”

In the Old Testament, the Lamb comes into view – specifically in regards to prophecy – in Genesis
22:8 “And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they
went both of them together.” Now this is reight before Abraham is about to sacrifice Isaac. As the
young man sees everything is in order, he wonders “where is the sacrifice?” Abraham answers in
that  “God  will  provide  himself  a  lamb”  -  many  scholars  look  cosely  at  this  wording  and  see
prophetic reference. Notice the comments of McGee: “...there was no lamb there; it was a  ram,
and there is a distinction. The Lamb was not provided until centuries later when John the Baptist
marked Him out and identified Him, saying, "… Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world" (Joh_1:29). "God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering"—it is very
important to see that Abraham was speaking prophetically.” All that is true, a lamb is a young
sheep, while a ram is an adult male sheep.

This idea of a sacrificial  lamb comes into the heart  of Judiaism in The Passover Feast  in the
context where the idea extends from Exouds 12:1 to verse 13. Now the details are found in Exodus
12:3-5  “Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they
shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:
4  And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house
take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your
count for the lamb.  5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it
out from the sheep, or from the goats:”   The prophetic importance comes about in the next two
verses: Exodus 12:6-7 “And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.  7  And they shall take of
the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein
they shall eat it.” Thus we observe that on the night of the 10 th and last plauge, when the angel of
death  went  throughout  Egypt,  everywhere  the  BLOOD  OF  THE  LAMB  was  applied  to  the
doorposts and upper doorpost (or lintel), the angel of death PASSED OVER that HOUSE and it
was spared.

When Isaiah prophecied in Chapter 53, he resurrected the idea of the Passover Lamb. In Isaiah
53:7 we read “of the suffering servant” the following: “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” Now some 748 years later (712BC-36AD) an
Ethiopean Jewish convert, a Eunuch, is reading that very Chapter in Acts 8. God sends Deacon
Philip (from the first Baptist Church of Jerusalem you know – hahaha) and notice Acts 8:30-35
“And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest
thou what thou readest?  31  And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he



desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  32  The place of the scripture which he
read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so
opened he not his mouth:  33  In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall
declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.  34  And the eunuch answered Philip,
and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?  35
Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” 

I would like to throw in a little “extra” here in that right after Philip preached the Gospel, the
Eunuch wanted to be Baptized. He saw a body of water in verse 36 and questioned what did he
have to do in order to be baptized? The answer is Acts 8:37 “And Philip said, If thou believest with
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.” BUT, since the Catholics and others baptize infants who cannot make a profession of Faith
in Christ, this verse is one that is deleted in the corrupted Bibles out there, so again, if you've not
heeded my warnings and stuck with the KJV the Holy Word of God, then maybe that there will
open your eyes.

So the Old Testament understanding of  the Sacrifical  Lamb was understood in the Scriptures
during  Jesus'  time  in  the  first  century.  There  is  futher  Scriptural  support  of  this  notion  as
observed in John's Gospel, spoken by John the Baptist in John 1:29 “The next day John seeth
Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.”

Paul declared that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament “shadow” in 1 Corinthians 5:7 “Purge out
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us:”

Peter declares the same reference to “the prophetic understanding” of the Lamb in 1 Peter 1:18-19
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  19  But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”

Remember folks, contrary to what many preach and teach today (such as John MacArthur, R. B.
Thieme, Jr., Christian Scientists (the cult, not the profession) and many others) who state that the
wording  “blood  of  Christ”  is  just  a  figurative  term  for  the  “death  of  Christ.”  Such  a  view  is
blasphemy!  It  took  His  Blood  AND  His  Death  AND  His  Resurrection  to  secure  the  whole
completed  work  for  the  Atonement  of  our  Sins  and  Redemption  for  even  Paul  states  the
importance of the Resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:17 “And if Christ be not raised, your faith is
vain; ye are yet in your sins.”

To the Jews, the Lamb was that token or symbol of innocence who's blood hid their sins and that
it was symbolic of the eventual blood that would be slain one day by the True Lamb of God. Note
that this blood would be shed for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD AND NOT JUST FOR THE
JEWS! In conclusion recall  that these Lion/Lamb terms are titles of the work and mission of
Christ in relation to His First Advent, but they anticipate and look towards His Second Advent.

as it had been slain, - Notice this is a reference to the Resurrection! It HAD BEEN SLAIN – He
once was dead but NOW was alive! Praise God! How can Jesus look as if He had been slain in
reality? Note: John 20:26-29  “And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas
with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto
you.  27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither
thy  hand,  and  thrust  it  into  my  side:  and  be  not  faithless,  but  believing.   28   And  Thomas
answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because



thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 

Notice  that  Christ  had  the  “marks”  of  His  death  upon  the  Cross  present  in  His  Glorified,
Resurrection Body.

This  is  the  understanding given by the late  Evangelist  Oliver B.  Greene:  “In the midst  of  the
heavenly scene stood a Lamb as slain. The memories of Calvary are treasured in Heaven....here
the center of Heaven's strength and glory, yet bearing in His body the marks and scars of the
Cross.“

I want to briefly touch on the word “slain.” In the Greek this word is SPHAZO (G4969), while it
can denote  “to  slay  or  kill”  the  1st century  literal  understanding  was:  “to  slay  or  kill...with  a
sacrifical knife.” Now some might try (very hard I might add) to symbolize the crucifixition as
Jesus being “knifed” for  us  just  as Walter  Wilson (in his  book:  A Dictionary of  Bible  Types)
applies “knife” in Proverbs 23:2 “And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite.”
where he says: “Type of self-restraint and the crucifixion of fleshly desires.” This is of course in
accordance with Matthew 16:24 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 

But there is no need for such “thorough application” of the 1st Century meaning. Allow me to
explain. Look at 1 John 3:12 “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And
wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” Now, in
THIS case SPHAZO's FULL Understanding is warranted hence we know that the FIRST murder
weapon was a “sacrificial knife” not a rock (like some paintings of an artist's imagination would
seek to imply a primitive understanding). Here, since the weapon used is already known – the
Cross – hence the BASIC meaning of SPHAZO – to slay or kill – is correctly used here. Again, this
is another way the King James Bible is 100% correct AND accurately translated AND interpreted
by the Translators and is so done here. I agree with Thieme's statement in his Nutshell Notes
where he says: “He died for these people, there He could judge them.” See? Sometimes they get
Bible Truth right at times and then sometimes they get it wrong (like about the Blood)!!

So John merely is showing that the marks of the Lord's death are visible to Him.

having  seven  horns –  Another  attempt  is  made  by  the  more  “imaginative”  here  in  their
imaginary “depictions” of what John sees. Again we note that these are symbolic horns pointing to
two things: 1.) Here is the number “7” again which is symbolic of “Perfection.” and 2.) The horn
symbolizes POWER. Indeed, Walter Wilson accurately states in Bible Types: “The horn is used as
a symbol of power, strength, honour and grandeur. Sometimes it is a good power, and sometimes
an evil power.” Thus the twin understandings of Perfect or Complete + Power reveals this Power is
the very power: ABSOLUTE POWER or OMNIPOTENCE of God Himself.

But  before  folks  give  the  poor  bloodied  “back-from-the-dead”  Lamb  seven  horns,  not  the
connection!!! Look at the next point:

and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.  -
DON'T FLY THROUGH THIS SO FAST YOU LOSE THE WORD “AND!!!” Now we see that the
previous phrase: “having seven horns” IS CONNECTED to the Seven eyes!

Based on our previous studies (Lessons 4, 45, and 65) in Revelation 1:4; 3:1 and 4:5 we know the
“Seven Spirits of God” pertain to the seven ministries of the Holy Ghost as mentioned in Isaiah
11:2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;” 



Now let us reason and conclude the following: In  Acts 10:38 we are told: “How God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing
all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” Here the Scripture tells us that God
(the Father) anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power. 

That anointing occurred in Matthew 3:16 “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway
out  of  the  water:  and,  lo,  the  heavens  were opened unto him,  and he saw the Spirit  of  God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:” 

Indeed the very title Jesus has: “Christ” is derived in meaning from the Hebrew: “Messiah” and
that word means: “Anointed One.” Hence to be anointed, means one is “set apart” for service unto
the Lord. At His Baptism, God the Father, anointed Jesus for His Minsitry. Hence, Jesus Christ
(now in Heaven) is ready to rule and reign in His absolute power over the Earth, yet this will not
occur until the Father says so. The Revelation Online Commentary states it this way: “The ability
to see the "entire earth" at the same time indicates absolute sovereignty. Therefore, the slain, but
alive Lamb is both the absolute power and sovereign of the earth.” 

Furthermore the (open) eyes point to knowledge, with seven eyes the mathematics and symbolism
point to God's Perfect or Complete Knowledge or what we call: Omniscience.

While some draw pictures of a 7-horned and eyed Lamb, we would do well to recall  that this
prophetically and Biblically points to Jesus being Omnipotent and Omniscient. 

And he came – Now the Lamb moves. Note that in Acts 2:33-34 we are told by Peter: “Therefore
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.  34  For David is not ascended into the
heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,” Now
when Jesus ascended into Heaven, He did indeed sit at the right hand of God. Now, in Acts 7:56
we read: “And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right
hand of God.” We see in Acts 7 that Stephen says he saw Christ “standing” now in 1 Peter 3:22  we
read: “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and
powers being made subject unto him.” 

So Jesus can move from sitting as is evidenced here . He could return to His seat, but according to
Acts 2:35 that He was to sit “Until I make thy foes thy footstool.” Since Christ is obviously sitting
and standing some have theorized there is a mistake here. Such is not the case. Remember Christ
is observed prophetically at times in His dual nature: Hence in His Humanity – He sat down
implying that His work has been accomplished for He did say on the Cross in John 19:30 “...It is
finished...” but it is in His Diety that He still works. He stands to welcome Stephen home. Here we
see Him in his role as weilding the ABSOLUTE POWER of the Godhead. Remember “no man” was
found  worthy  enough  to  take  the  book.  Hence  the  fact  that  Christ  does  we  see  the  Perfect,
Powerful God-Man takes the book further shows that HE IS GOD!

and took the book – In order to take the 7-sealed book, Christ had to get up from the Right
Hand of the Father – He already had – as evidenced in Acts 7:55-56 and Revelation 1:13 and 2:1.
So we see He was in the midst of the throne and now moves to take the book.

out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. – The 7-sealed book is in the Right
Hand of God (Revelation 5:1) so it is not been taken from God's Hand. Now we again note that it is
God the Father upon the Throne here and it is Christ the Lamb who comes forth and removes the
Book, having been anointed by the Holy Ghost of God.


