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THE LORD GATHERS AND BLESSES ISRAEL 
 
Zechariah 10:8-12 
 

8I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them; and they 
shall increase as they have increased. 9And I will sow them among the 
peoples; and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with 
their children, and shall return. 10I will bring them again also out of the land 
of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land 
of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. 11And he will 
pass through the sea of affliction, and will smite the waves in the sea, and all 
the depths of the Nile shall dry up; and the pride of Assyria shall be brought 
down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart. 12And I will strengthen them in 
Jehovah; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith Jehovah (ASV 
1901). 
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GOD GATHERS ISRAEL 
 
Zechariah 10:8 
 

8I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them; and they 
shall increase as they have increased (ASV 1901) 

 
This Hebrew verb, which is translated as hiss is sharaq and it, means to hiss as in whistle 
or pipe. This is a frequent verb used in the Old Testament as God signals to call nations or 
peoples together to accomplish some purpose. It comes from the ancient method of 
swarming bees. Some examples are found in Isaiah. Both of these examples refer to 
soldiers coming to Judah and the Northern kingdom to devastate Israel for God. 
 
Isaiah 5:26 
 

26And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss for them 
from the end of the earth; and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly 
(ASV 1901). 

 
Isaiah 7:18 
 

18And it shall come to pass in that day, that Jehovah will hiss for the fly that is 
in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land 
of Assyria (ASV 1901). 

 
Zechariah uses the term sharaq to signify the means by which a loving shepherd “pipes” 
his sheep to gather a scattered flock. Just before God gathers Israel for their national 
salvation and entrance into the Theocratic Kingdom the earth will be rampant with 
demonic activity (Revelation 9:20-21). At that time God will be giving the earth over to 
the occultism and sin it so desperately clings to and desires (Zechariah 10:2-3, 13:1-5). 
The people all went their own way because there was a lack of true shepherd. God says He 
has redeemed them, which will only happen at the end of the Great Tribulation. So he 
gathers them together from all over the earth to experience the true illumination and 
blessing he has in store for them. 
 
The verb translated as redeemed is padhah and it is in the “prophetic perfect” form. This 
whole verse clearly displays the sovereignty of God as He says, “in the future I have 
already redeemed (past tense) my people Israel.” Finally the Lord says, “and they shall 
increase as they have increased.” Here He is referring to the time in Egypt just before the 
Exodus wherein they were increasing in numbers at a rapid pace (Exodus 1:7, 12). This 
same discussion is alluded to many times in Scripture as in Deuteronomy 26:5. The Jews 
when into Egypt as a family of seventy. When they came out four hundred years later they 
were a nation of at least 1.2 million. Exodus 12:37 says that there were 600,000 males 
alone. Adding in women and children puts the estimates as high as 3 to 4 million. The 
huge increases they experienced in the past will again happen as they have increased. The 
nation Israel will increase as their greatest redemption draws near in spite of the 
persecutions of Antichrist.  
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THE LORD PLACED THEM IN THE DIASPORA 
 
Zechariah 10:9 
 

9And I will sow them among the peoples; and they shall remember me in far 
countries; and they shall live with their children, and shall return (ASV 1901). 
 

Here the Lord is declaring that it was He who placed them in the various countries where 
He scattered them. He placed them in Egypt, Assyria and Babylon. The word sow carries 
with it the sense of scattering seeds as a farmer who is planting his crops. In this imagery 
they sprout and begin to grow. God says, “they shall remember me in far countries.” 
“Remember” in this context does not mean simply to recall something that had been 
forgotten, but to carefully contemplate about something that had been disregarded before. 
God is giving Zechariah words to express what He gave to Ezekiel, “And they that escape 
of you shall remember Me among the nations whither they shall be carried captive, and 
they shall loathe themselves for the evil which they have committed in all their 
abominations. And they shall know that I am the Lord” (Ezekiel 6:9). God affirms the long 
lasting abundant life they will receive. He says, “They shall live with their children, and 
shall return.”  This is a way of declaring one facet of the New Covenant, that is, abundant 
life. This abundant life is what the redeemed will enjoy “with their children.” The new 
relationship with God and all the attendant blessings would not be a temporary situation 
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but a long-range commitment, which would continue through the generations of the 
Millennial Kingdom. 
 
Finally the text says “and (they) shall return.” These words further explain the Hebrew 
verb zochar, “remember.” They shall return to the Lord from whom they had wandered 
into sin, idolatry and spiritual bondage. Ezekiel was given the grandest vision of this 
stunning event. 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
1 The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of Jehovah, and 
set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2And he caused me to pass 
by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they 
were very dry. 3And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O 
Lord Jehovah, thou knowest. 4Again he said unto me, Prophesy over these bones, and say 
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah. 5Thus saith the Lord Jehovah unto 
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live. 6And I will lay 
sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am Jehovah. 7So I prophesied as 
I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and, behold, an earthquake; 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I beheld, and, lo, there were sinews 
upon them, and flesh came up, and skin covered them above; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the wind, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live. 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great 
army. 11Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: 
behold, they say, Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off. 
12Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 13And ye shall know that I am Jehovah, when I have 
opened your graves, and caused you to come up out of your graves, O my people. 14And I 
will put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will place you in your own land: and ye 
shall know that I, Jehovah, have spoken it and performed it, saith Jehovah (ASV 1901). 
 
GOD PROMISES TO RETURN ISRAEL TO THE LAND 
 
Zechariah 10:10 
 

10I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of 
Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place 
shall not be found for them (ASV 1901). 

 
The Grand Shepherd of Israel further describes His efforts to bring His flock Israel out 
of the various countries where in He has placed them. He says, “I will bring them again 
also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria;” which two Gentile world 
powers can be regarded as the two empires (Egypt to the south and Assyria to the 
north) between which Israel lay, who caused them to suffer, and who represent the 
countries which lay beyond. This is a prophecy that combines the distant future (from 
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Zechariah’s vantage in 485 B.C.), and will be literally fulfilled at the Second Coming 
of the Messiah, through which the Lord spoke through Isaiah. 
 

Isaiah 11:11-12 
 

11And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord will set his hand again 
the second time to recover the remnant of his people, that shall remain, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, 
and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 12And he 
will set up an ensign for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth 
(ASV 1901). 

 
When God says, “and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon;” He is 
referring to the larger area of the Promised Land as given to the Jews in the Abrahamic 
Covenant (Genesis 15:18) and affirmed in the Land Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:3-5) as 
well as the Davidic Covenant (II Samuel 7:16; Psalm 89:30-37). Continuing with His 
promise He says, “and place shall not be found for them” because as verse eight said,” 
they shall increase as they have increased.” So even with the enlarged borders promised 
the Land will not be large enough for them. This too is a fulfillment of a prophecy that the 
Lord gave the prophet Isaiah. 
 
Isaiah 49:20-21 
 

20 “The children of whom you were bereaved will yet say in your ears, ‘The 
place is too cramped for me; Make room for me that I may live here.’ 21 “Then 
you will say in your heart, ‘Who has begotten these for me, Since I have been 
bereaved of my children And am barren, an exile and a wanderer? And who 
has reared these? Behold, I was left alone; From where did these 
come?  (NASB 1995 Update) 

 
THIS WILL RESULT IN A VERY JUBILANT EXCLAMATION. 
 
Isaiah 54:1-3 
 

1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry 
aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the 
desolate than the children of the married wife, saith Jehovah. 2Enlarge the 
place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations; 
spare not: lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes. 3For thou shalt 
spread abroad on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall possess the 
nations, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited (ASV 1901). 

 
These poetic words are addressed to Jerusalem, which is an allegory of Sarah, in her 
barrenness at first and her fruitfulness afterwards. Jerusalem is barren now (485 B.C.) 
not, because she had never borne children, but because in her captivity and exile she 
had been bereft of her children. Further as a holy city had all this time given birth to 
none. But Jerusalem is to awake and sing (personification), because the children that 
shall gather around her after the long period of desolation will be greater then ever before.  
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THE LORD WILL REMOVE ALL IMPEDIMENTS TO ISRAEL’S RESTORATION 
 
Zechariah 10:11 
 

11And he will pass through the sea of affliction, and will smite the waves in the 
sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall dry up; and the pride of Assyria shall 
be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart (ASV 1901). 

 
In this passage God is reminding Israel of the major obstacles of the past to their return 
to the Promised Land. And as in the past He uses those instances as an illustration of 
what He will do for them in the final deliverance of the future. When He brought them 
out of Egypt, He went before them in the pillars of cloud by day and fire by night; and 
when pursued by Pharaoh and his host, and there seemed no way of escape, He made a 
way in the sea, and a path in the deep waters for His redeemed to pass over. Once again 
the Shekinah Glory will march at their head, and no obstacle will hinder the movement 
of His redeemed people on their way back to Zion. Should any hindrance present 
itself, even if it be as formidable as the Red Sea at the Exodus from Egypt, He will 
smite the waves in the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall dry up. Then the pride of 
Assyria (Israel’s former Gentile enemy from the north) shall be brought down, and 
the sceptre of Egypt (Israel’s enemy from the south) shall depart.”  This in colorful 
language says that no governmental body will ever be able to oppress Israel. This is 
because King Messiah will be on David’s Throne running the government of the world. 
There is no enemy formidable enough to stop the Lord’s plans. 

 
THE LORD PROVIDES FOR ISRAEL’S SPIRITUAL RENOVATION 
 
Zechariah 10:12 
 

12And I will strengthen them in Jehovah; and they shall walk up and down in 
his name, saith Jehovah (ASV 1901). 

 
It is phenomenal to assimilate the prophecies stated so far in this section of Scripture. The 
Lord will regather the Jews from all the places in the world where He has scattered them. 
Then He will remove every obstacle in the way of their return back to the Land. Finally 
stated in verse twelve, He will provide a plentiful outpouring of His Spirit to enable the 
Jews to do marvellous works in His name. His revealed character will then be fully and 
gloriously manifested in their midst in the person of Jesus their Messiah, the very image 
of the invisible God. This prophecy concludes with a divine seal making certain that the 
whole prophetic panorama of them returning to the Land is accomplished. God is 
affirming His pledge to enable the Jews to take command of the Land and the earth as well 
as He says they will “walk up and down in his name,” saith Jehovah. Walking up and 
down is trafficking or using the Land in ownership.  
 
NEXT WEEK: REJECTION OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD & DESTRUCTION OF THE LAND 
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