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If you were taking a trip to a destination that you had never visited before, what would 
you probably first do to ensure you found your way? Well, for a growing number of 
people, the answer would be, “I would plug the address or the name of the place I was 
trying to find into my GPS.” That’s almost second nature for many of us and I don’t 
know about you but I especially like using a GPS when I’m in a busy city where you’re 
on one of those 10 or 12 lane highways and there’s all kinds of traffic, cars all over and 
off and on ramps going in every possible direction. It’s just such a marvelous device, 
having a GPS that can guide you through all of that. It’s invaluable. It’s certainly worth 
the investment because now you have a global positioning system. That name even 
sounds reassuring, doesn’t it? I could never get lost if I just follow my GPS.

Well, not always. Take a listen:

“Divers just pulled an SUV from the Mercer Slough. 

“Welcome back, I’m Molly Shadden and I’m Mike Tardis. 

“Three women escaped the vehicle and they’re blaming bad GPS for 
leading them right into danger. 

“Good morning Mike and Molly. Well, the women are okay. I talked with 
one of their co-workers who tells me they are in town for a conference and 
they were on this road right here late last night, got lost. Well, they drove 
right into the Slough and just kept on going.

“How this all happened is quite a story of getting lost and apparently bad 
GPS directions.

“In sit-com parodies of something like this and to actually see it is 
surprising. I don’t know why they wouldn’t question driving into a puddle 
that doesn’t seem to end.”

I don’t know why they wouldn’t question driving their car into a puddle that never 
seemed to end. By the way, that was a rental Mercedes. And also, by the way, I found 
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several examples of men doing exactly the same thing but for some reason, that one just 
struck me as funnier and so I felt led to use that.

Why do I raise that question this morning? Well, it’s because as bad and dangerous as it 
is to listen to wrong GPS directions when you’re driving, that’s nothing compared to 
having wrong directions or having no directions when you’re trying to navigate the 
challenges of everyday life and failing to find the right path can be a whole lot more 
expensive than dealing with a swamped Mercedes. That’s what we want to talk to you 
about this fall. 

With that in mind, open your Bible, please, to 1 Peter 1. That’s on page 180 of the back 
section of the Bible under the chair in front of you if you need that this morning. 1 Peter 
1. As you may know, our church’s theme all year has been Planning To Grow and one of 
the verses that we have come back to time and time again is Proverbs 21:5. I love this 
verse, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance.” Well, who wouldn’t want to 
be in the middle of all of that? The plans of the diligent, that’s why we’re planning to 
grow because the plans of the diligent according to God leads surely to abundance.

We’ve been trying to accomplish that in three particular areas this year: one is to continue 
to discuss and refine and implement our discipleship process. We’re all about that 
mission of seeking to glorify God by winning people to Jesus Christ and equipping them 
to be more faithful disciples. So we, when we talk about planning to grow, want to be 
especially on our mission. And then secondly, to organize and launch our new cluster of 
ministries over at Faith West. And then thirdly, to work together as a church family to 
develop our next five year strategic ministry plan.

By God’s grace, those last two have essentially been accomplished and we’re thankful for 
the Lord’s blessing and the diligent work of many in our church family when you 
recognize that there is a sense in which we have been watching Proverbs 21:5 fulfill itself 
right in front of our very eyes. We’re enjoying a lot of abundance, are we not? The plans 
of the diligent lead surely to abundance and thank the Lord that in those last two 
especially, those are essentially behind us. That allows us, then, to circle back around to 
this first emphasis which is going to be a major part of our focus for the remainder of this 
year to continue to discuss and refine and implement our discipleship process together.

You could say it like this: our goal was to position ourselves to be able to drive in an 
entirely different gear this fall. It’s like we’ve been going along in third gear. Nothing 
wrong with being in third gear, third gear is fine, you get a lot done in third gear but now 
this summer we’ve pushed in the clutch because Faith West is now open, the work on our 
strategic plans are essentially done because so many good folks from this church family 
have been working so hard, so now we can push in the clutch and we can shift into fourth 
gear. Then we can pop the clutch, we’re young, and burn a little rubber and then 
hopefully this fall, make more progress than every before. We positioned ourselves to be 
right here. That is essentially an important part of what we meant by Planning to Grow.
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Well, what does that really mean? What does that really mean? At least this, we hope 
more and more men and women than ever before are going to choose to become 
followers of Jesus Christ this fall. Right? We’re going to see a passage in just a minute 
that explains that becoming a Christian is a decision that a person makes at a point in 
time and we’re hoping and praying and working that many men and women will make 
that decision this fall if they never have before. We’re planning to grow.

Secondly, we’re hoping that all of us who say that we’re followers of Christ will take 
concrete and specific and meaningful steps in our relationship with the Lord this fall or to 
be sure that we have the right navigational system in place, the right GPS, all of us, that’s 
guiding us on the path that the Lord would have us to take. That’s why we’ve chosen that 
the next couple of months we’re going to do a verse-by-verse study of this great book of 
1 Peter. We’re calling this Decision Making in the Will of God because if we’re really 
planning to grow we need guidance on what roads to take because, after all, we don’t 
want the SUV of our lives to end up in the swamp of ineffectiveness and ruin do we? No. 
This book can really help us in finding our way. It becomes our GPS if we allow it.

Let’s look at the first five verses of this great book today. Lock on now to what the Word 
of God has to say to us.

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are 
chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with 
His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which 
is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

This morning we’re talking about decision making in the will of God when hard times 
come. When hard times come. You see, that’s when you really need a GPS, isn’t it? Not 
when the road is familiar and when the traffic is light, it’s when times are hard. Now, I 
realize you might say, “Well, hello. That’s every day for me. Somebody disappoints me 
every day. It’s hard. Somebody frustrates me every day.” Or, “I’m living in a situation 
that has challenging aspects to it and there is no end even in sight.” Well, if that’s what 
you would say then thank you for your honesty. I mean, the last thing a person should do 
in the church house is glue a plastic smile on a broken heart. If there was ever a place 
where we ought to be able to let down our guard and talk about our challenges, it ought to 
be in the house of God, right? 

So, if we can all acknowledge in one way, shape or form that we face things that are hard 
every day, well, that sets us up for asking a question, I think. What GPS system do you 
have in place to guard your thinking and to guide your choices and to guide your words 
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and to guide your heart? Can I also present to you this morning that biblical Christianity 
offers a compelling and a comprehensive world and life view that can sustain you 
through the toughest times imaginable if you will allow it to. King David said it like this 
in one of our favorite Psalms. Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death I will fear no evil for you are with me, your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.” So, please don’t believe people who say that Christianity is for the non-
intellectual or for the inauthentic. 

Now, I believe one of the tests of a person’s world and life view is whether it has 
meaningful answers for times of suffering. What decision should I make? What is God’s 
will when times are hard? In the lifestyle of many so-called intellectuals is to respond to 
trials by trying to drown the pain with massive doses of alcohol or another round of 
gratuitous sex or another trip to the mall or the online store or another stroll to the 
refrigerator. How intellectual is that? Let’s not talk about how smart a person says he or 
she is, let’s see the practical wisdom of their world and life view when it’s placed in the 
crucible of trial.

Here’s what we can find in the first five verses of the Book of 1 Peter: there are three 
truths to recall when times are bad, data points that we can plug into the GPS of our heart 
if we will choose to develop a biblical world and life view. Three truths to recall when 
times are bad. First of all this: rejoice because God works his will in and through 
imperfect people. There is some good news, huh? Oh man, there’s some good news 
because I realize as soon as I raise the issue of hard times, you might hang your head and 
say, “But Pastor Viars, that’s when my failures are especially magnified, that my spouse 
made me angry and I lost my temper again.” Or, “I felt like I didn’t fit in at school or at 
work and I did whatever I had to do to be included in that clique and now I know that my 
choices didn’t honor God.” Or, “It’s why I’m even wondering if this theme of Planning to 
Grow is even possible for me because of the number of occasions in which hard times 
resulted in me messing up.” Okay, thank you for your authenticity. 

I don’t know about you, but I do not understand people who say, “I have no regrets.” 
Have you ever heard anybody say that, “I don’t have any regrets.” It’s like, “Seriously!? 
Would you like some of mine?” But take out our GPS, the Word of God. Does the fact 
that you and I have failed in the past when facing hard times doom us to making those 
same wrong choices over and over and over forever? In other words, is our central 
identity determined by our failures in days gone by? Not if the Bible is going to guide us. 

I mean, think about Peter’s nickname. Here’s a question: did Peter’s Momma name Peter 
“Peter?” That almost sounds like a tongue-twister, doesn’t it? Did Peter’s Momma name 
Peter “Peter?” No, Peter’s Momma named Peter “Simon.” That was his given name. Well 
then, who named Peter “Peter?” It wasn’t Peter’s Momma, it was Peter’s Savior. Why? 
Well, because the word “peter” means “stone”; it means “rock.” And the reason Jesus 
named Peter “Peter” was because that illustrated the process that God wanted to 
accomplish in his life and Jesus was taking him from being an impulsive, unpredictable, 
tempestuous man and turning him into a stone.
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Remember Peter’s past. Did he ever mess up when times were hard in the past? That 
would be the understatement of the year. Yeah, I think he did. For example, do you 
remember that one occasion where Peter messed up so badly that Jesus had to say to him, 
“Get thee behind me Satan.” That’s called messing up royally when Jesus has to call you 
Satan. That is a bad day. You had a hard time and you did not respond to it very well. But 
take heart in Peter’s transformation.

Here’s one of the worst things that you can do when times are hard: just throw up your 
hands and say, “I know I’m gonna mess up again. So, it’s best for me to do nothing.” Or 
to just decide right now to fall into that same sinful pattern because after all, you can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks anyway. Really? Is that what you tell yourself over and over 
and over when times are hard? “I’d better do nothing because if I try anything I’ll mess 
up again.” Or, “I might as well just give in and mess up like I always do.”

You see, fundamentally who is in charge of your GPS anyway? And the answer is: it’s 
you. Do you realize that? You’re in charge of your GPS. You pick the data points. You 
have a running conversation going with yourself all the time, right? You say, “I thought I 
was the only one and I didn’t want to acknowledge it because I thought they might haul 
me away.” No, we all have a running conversation with ourselves all the time. And you 
can either tell yourselves things that are untrue and lead you into the swamp or you can 
choose to think biblically and make choices that are consistent with the path that God 
wants you to travel.

Think about how that applies to parenting. For example, I used to be a perfect parent until 
I had children. Would anyone like to stand in line with me on that one? Practically every 
parent in the world has had the experience of becoming sinfully angry when one of our 
children misbehaves. So, what do we do the next time that child misbehaves? See, when 
that hard time comes around again and many parents fall into one of two wrong extremes. 
There are those who tell themselves, here’s our GPS, “I blew it before and I know I’ll 
blow up again, therefore, it’s best for me simply to do nothing,” which is one reason why 
there is so much permissive parenting in this world. It’s people who are locked into the 
wrong GPS and they have convinced themselves, “I’d better not do anything because I 
know I failed before, I know I blew up before, I know that is wrong and I know if I try 
again I’m going to blow up again, therefore, I’m gonna do nothing.” Or, other extreme, 
those who tell themselves, here is their GPS, “I can’t control myself when my child 
pushes my buttons like this so he or she started it but you better believe I’m going to end 
it just like I did before and just like I always have to again.” Here’s their GPS, “My past 
pre-programs me for ongoing failure.”

What’s wrong with that. What’s wrong with either of those extremes? The answer is: the 
understanding and appreciation that imperfect servants can change. If God could 
transform Peter from the kind of man he was when Jesus first met him to somebody who 
would pen a marvelous book like the one we’re studying this fall, friends, God can 
transform anyone which is why that parent we just illustrated who is going through a hard 
time can slow up and say, “Father, help me to respond to this hard time with my child 
differently than I have before. Help me to find opportunities to raise my child in both the 
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discipline and the teaching of the Lord because I really believe that my past doesn’t have 
to define the choices I’m making today.”

Friends, that is an essential element of biblical hope grounded even in the name of the 
person who wrote this book and what needs to happen in your brain is something that our 
GPS does that irritate the fire out of us. When we’re heading down one of those wrong 
roads, “I better not do anything because I’m pre-programmed for failure,” or “I might as 
well not even try to do it differently because I’m pre-programmed for failure,” you know 
what needs to happen in your brain right then? It’s that word you hate your GPS to say: 
recalculating, recalculating, recalculating. Don’t you hate that thing? Am I the only one 
who ever wanted to punch my GPS? I know, I have issues. Pray for me. Recalculating. 
You need to recalculate.

Please tell me, on a regular basis, you are recalculating. You’re trying to say, “Am I 
thinking biblically right now about the situation I’m facing?” Recalculating. “No, that’s 
wrong.” Recalculating. “No, that’s wrong.” Recalculating. “Oh, here it is. Here it is.” To 
where you’re telling yourself over and over, “If God helped Peter change the way he 
handled hard times making him a stone, God can help me change too.”

Friends, that concept is essential to our church’s philosophy of ministry. Absolutely. 
Connecting men and women to the God of hope. It’s like the Apostle Paul said in 
Romans 15. Don’t you love this verse? “Now may the God of hope.” Aren’t you glad we 
serve a God who would call himself that? Aren’t you glad that that is an essential aspect 
of the character of our God? “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
and believing so that you will abound in hope.” You say, what are you trying to 
accomplish this morning? One of the answers is: for every person who hears this message 
as they think about this concept of what God would have for them this fall, that their 
hearts are filled with confidence. That’s what it says, “so that you will abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit of God.” God helped Peter change, he can help me change 
too.

What other data can we add to the GPS? We also saw this in the text: remember that God 
has not forgotten you in the midst of your suffering. It’s fascinating that this book begins 
to unpack the issue of suffering in the very first sentence. Head on, Peter speaks about the 
reality of their alienation. He says, “To those who reside as aliens.” Friends, that’s part of 
what’s involved in becoming a follower of Christ and God always practices full 
disclosure. Part of it is feeling alienated. In fact, Jesus said it like this before he died for 
our sins, he said, “A disciple is not above his teacher nor a slave above his master.” It’s 
enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher and the slave like his master. If 
they have called the head of the house Beelzebul,” in other words, Jesus is saying, “If 
they called me Satan, how much more will they malign the members of his household.” 

That might mean for you, that you don’t always feel like you fit in at school or at work or 
with your extended family or your neighborhood because of your faith. That’s part of the 
hard times that you have to endure day after day after day. Truthfully, if you’re 
completely accepted by the world and perfectly comfortable in it, that’s probably an 
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indication that your light for Christ is not particularly bright. So, if you don’t always feel 
like you fit, you are in good company. This book is written to persons who don’t feel like 
they fit in. 

They also had the feeling of being scattered. Scattered throughout Pontus and Galatia and 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. Peter is writing some time around 65 AD which would 
have been after the great fire of Rome where the Emperor Nero used as an excuse to 
begin a widespread persecution of followers of Christ. That’s when God’s people had 
been scattered to cities like these which some are in modern-day Turkey if you’re looking 
for a contemporary reference. And what’s interesting is that no one knows for sure 
exactly how the men and women living in some of these places even had heard the 
Gospel and no one knows for sure exactly how churches would have been established at 
least in some of these lands. 

But they are certainly facing hard times. They are living in places that might not be their 
first choice. Is that you? Around people who are anything but friendly to followers of 
Christ. Is that you? Who are scattered and suffering and in great need of knowing how to 
think and knowing how to live. When you find yourself in a situation like that, you better 
have the right GPS. You better have the right GPS which is why Peter reminds them even 
before we get out of the first verse of the book, the length of time God had loved them. 

That goes along so well with the great worship music that we had today where Peter said, 
“You are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.” You see, your 
alienation does not define you. The fact that you’re scattered is not the most important 
aspect of your identity. You were chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father. The point of that is that God chose to enter into a loving relationship with you 
personally long before the foundation of the world. Let that sink into your heart, friend. 
Factor that into the way you respond when times are hard, that God chose to enter into a 
loving relationship with you prior to the foundation of the world. And if you want to 
understand the doctrinal aspects of that more fully, there is actually a copy of a message 
that we gave on that back on April 14th about the doctrine of election and that’s available 
on our website. You can check that out if you want to learn more about it.

Please keep in mind that this isn’t intended to be a subject that people sit around and 
argue about. It’s given to individuals in the midst of suffering to remind us just how long 
God has loved us because what’s the lie of the devil when times are hard? What is the lie 
of the devil when you’re suffering? What’s the lie of the devil when times are hard? “God 
doesn’t love you. God doesn’t care about you. You’re on your own. You have to figure 
this out by yourself.” And if you enter those wrong data points into the GPS of your 
heart, whatever decisions you make next are going to be wrong for sure. That’s why your 
world and life view, the intellectual system you have in place when times are hard, it 
ought to include thinking about how long God has loved you.

Which is why Paul said in Ephesians 1:4, “Just as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world.” Part of this is learning to argue with yourself. Do you do that? 
That’s what the recalculating, recalculating, recalculating process is like. You say, “I’m 
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having an argument with myself?” Yup. Absolutely. Until you get yourself positioned in 
a way that you are thinking biblically, having an argument with yourself, “There is no 
way that God has forgotten me. There is no way that God has forsaken me during this 
time of suffering. For reasons that I will never understand in this life, my God chose me, 
my God has entered into a relationship with me before the foundation of the world.”

Remember this, too: the deeply spiritual nature of your relationship with God. Peter said 
he did this, notice now, “by the sanctifying work of the Spirit.” You say, “I see what 
you’re doing, Pastor Viars. You’re taking these verses and wringing out every possible 
theological truth.” That’s exactly right. This isn’t musings by Pastor Viars that might 
sustain us through hard times, that wouldn’t get you through a long traffic light. We need 
the GPS of the Word of God. So, lock on now to this phrase: “by the sanctifying work of 
his Spirit.”

You know, each one of us has a different testimony, a different story of how and when 
God drew us to Christ if in fact you’ve made that decision but many of us can talk about 
this: can talk about how the Holy Spirit was drawing us to himself. Do you remember 
that? The people that he used? The events that unfolded? Pastor Folden and I were 
running together this week and apparently we weren’t running fast enough because we 
were able to have a very flowing conversation. We had plenty of breath going on. But I 
heard his testimony more fully than I ever had before and it was just a marvelous 
reminder of the sanctifying work of the Spirit of God.

Think about that in your particular situation: the people that he used; the events that 
unfolded. And you would say now that there was absolutely no question that the God of 
heaven and earth was at work in your heart and life. That was the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit. And when you repented of your sin and you placed your faith and trust in Christ, 
that began a relationship with God that was eternally and intensely spiritual.

I’ve had the privilege of serving at Faith for the last 26 years which in means, in part, I 
have watched a lot of men and women go through hard times and I can’t even number the 
occasions where I walked away saying, “The only explanation I have for how that person 
just handled that,” or “how that person just endured that, was the Holy Spirit of God 
working in and through them. I have honestly been with people the moment they died and 
watched them die with a smile on their face. Seriously. During a period of suffering, it’s 
wise and it’s right to cry out for power from the same Holy Spirit who drew you to Christ 
in the first place and when you’re going through hard times, if you don’t have part of the 
data point in your GPS, “This is an intensely spiritual relationship I have with my God 
and that’s going to give me hope and confidence as I walk through this together with 
him,” I  would encourage you to recalculate.

Paul said it like this, “I pray that the,” hear this, “that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened so that you will know in part what is the surpassing greatness of his power 
toward us who believe.” Which is one of the reasons that God would give us hard times, 
anyway. To help us come to a position where we recognize, we sang it, “I need thee 
every hour.”
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That leads in the text to the significance of the decision you made to trust Christ. This 
text, if you’re a little wound up about the Calvinistic aspect of what I just said or the 
election or the foreknowledge aspect of what Peter said, remember Peter said it, not 
Steve. Keep your names straight. But if you’re wound up about that, just keep reading in 
the text because as is often the case, you find a perfect balance between divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility. When Peter describes the salvation process as 
obeying Jesus Christ and being sprinkled with his blood, what does that mean? Well, yes, 
the good news of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. It’s a gift to be received and 
it’s a message to be accepted but it is also a command to be obeyed. And if you’ve never 
chosen to place your faith and trust in Christ before, you’re not absolutely sure about that, 
we would encourage you to do that today. That’s called buying the correct GPS system or 
better, that’s called receiving the correct GPS system. You have to start by 
acknowledging your sin, by obeying Christ. In this case, obeying his command to repent 
of your sin and place your faith and trust in what he did on the cross as your only hope of 
salvation.

Do you realize you can know that for sure? If you’re here this morning and you would 
say, “Well, I’m not sure that I have a relationship with him,” it’s time to receive your 
GPS. Today. Today. You say, “Well, you’re being kinda forceful about it.” Did you see 
the word in the text? Don’t fuss at me, fuss at the text. And he who fusses at the person 
who wrote the text is going to be in trouble. It says obey. It says obey.

But the beauty is when you repent and you choose to believe. You can know. I love this 
verse, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.” And even when hard times are swirling 
around and uncertainty is the descriptive term of your life right now, there are certain 
things you can know in the middle of that storm. Which is why Paul said this, don’t you 
love this text? “For this reason I suffer these things,” Paul said. Here’s suffering, hard 
times. “I’m not ashamed for I know whom I have believed.” You don’t want me to break 
out in a song, do you? I love this. “For I know whom I have believed and I am convinced 
that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him against that day.” Recalculating. 
“God doesn’t love you.” Recalculate to that. “God doesn’t care about you.” Recalculate 
to that. “I’m on my own.” Recalculate to that. “I know whom I have believed and I am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him against that day. Retain 
the standard of sound words,” Paul said, “which you have heard from me in the faith and 
love which are in Christ Jesus, guard through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us the 
treasure that has been entrusted to you.”

If you would say, “Well, I’m not sure I have the strength in the middle of feeling 
alienated or feeling scattered or dealing with hard times to think as clearly and biblically 
as I should.” Have you ever said that? “My mind is mush right now. I’ve got so many 
things coming after me. I don’t have the strength.” Well, God has that one covered, too, 
does he not? Me, I just keep reading in the text about the dynamic nature of your walk 
with God because of the power of the resurrection. Lock onto that, friends. Listen to what 
this says, 1 Peter 1:3, “God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
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great mercy has caused us to be born again,” hear it, hear it, “to a living hope,” what kind 
of hope? “A living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

You see, sometimes people mistake Christianity as a legalistic set of rules and moralistic 
teachings so when a hard time comes, we tell ourselves, “Well, I can’t guys. I’m a 
Christian so I can’t cuss and I can’t fight back and I can’t get drunk.” That’s such an 
offense to the Gospel. Such an offense to the Gospel like all we’ve got is moralistic rules 
when it comes to handling hard times, all the things we can’t do even though we really 
feel like doing them. No, the Gospel motivates us to cry out to God for power every day 
as we endure problems big and small, preaching the Gospel to ourselves, “I’ve died with 
Christ and I have been resurrected to a new life in him.” There is a lot more to me than 
what meets the naked eye. And other people who are alienating me or other people who 
are putting me in this position of suffering that they might see me 5’2” and whatever, but 
the bottom line is there is a whole lot more going on inside of my soul than anyone could 
possibly imagine and I’m going to trust in that and I’m going to walk. I’m going to have 
a living hope to the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Now, one more critical piece of this puzzle for today: believe that a better day is coming. 
The reality is that the conditions for the recipients of this book was about to get worse. 
Church tradition suggests that Peter would be martyred for his faith, crucified on a cross 
upside down within a few short years of penning these words. But that makes what he 
said that much more powerful. Friends, an inheritance awaits. 

“To obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you.” That’s why Christians don’t get all wound up about 
everything working out perfectly today because ultimately we’re not living for today. A 
day is coming when all these accounts will be settled and when we receive an inheritance 
because of the finished work of Christ that is reserved in heaven for you.

Pastor Garner mentioned about Phil’s father passing away and the memorial service 
being here yesterday. Phil’s Dad had Parkinson’s Disease and had some other things 
going on physically and he developed a really strong jerking motion and he was still a 
guy who was just the happiest guy in the world. I remember one day out at Bethany 
Farms, Phil had taken his Dad out fishing at Bethany Farms and my son, Drew, and I like 
to go out there too. So we were out there together. We were on one side of the pond, 
Drew and I, and Phil’s Dad and Phil were on the other side of the pond and his Dad was 
laying on that side of the hill in Bethany Farms and wouldn’t you know it, in the 
providence of God, his Dad was the only one catching any fish. And what was 
fascinating was that that jerking motion he had was actually helping him hook those fish 
and the more he caught, the more he laughed. And he was the kind of guy, he was 
joyfully mocking his son about it and joyfully mocking his son’s Pastor across the pond 
about it and just having a blast. He was able to suffer and suffer well but I’m happy to 
announce to you this morning that Phil’s Daddy is in a place where there is no more of 
that jerking kind of motion. There’s no more of that Parkinson’s Disease and one of the 
things I believe that helped Phil’s Dad be such a joyful man in hard times was 
recognizing that:
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This world is not my home anyway I’m just a passin’ through 
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue 
The angels beckon me from the heaven’s golden shore
And I can’t live for it anymore.

Friend, I hope that we are the kind of people who handle suffering well because of the 
firm belief in the inheritance that awaits and believing that we’re protected by the power 
of God. It’s not the inheritance. Note the grammar. It is not the inheritance. It’s “we are 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.”

Well, here’s today’s assignment, you wanted an assignment, didn’t you? If you’ve never 
trusted Christ, that’s a command from God and it needs to be obeyed today and we would 
encourage you to receive Christ as Savior and Lord.

Christian friend, I want to encourage you to plug these points of theology into your GPS 
because there will be times of suffering this week. Is that right? And I hope that when 
suffering comes this week, let God’s truth and the Word help you accomplish his will in 
the moment.

Let’s stand together for prayer, shall we?

Father in heaven, thank you for the truth that you’ve laid out for us in your Word. Lord, I  
pray that we would be the kind of men and women who want truth and we want it to 
reside deeply in our hearts so that when you sovereignly allow hard times, we’re ready. 
We’re ready to follow your will. We’re ready to be on the right path because we’re 
thinking biblically about the life that you’ve given us. We pray this in Christ’s name. 
Amen.
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