
WHAT’S RIGHT WITH OUR CHURCH?
EPHESIANS 5:22-32

Introduction:  
I count it an honor to be associated with and to be a member of a local New
Testament Church—And particularly at this time and for the last 8 years
with this Church!  Church people are my kind of people!  I believe that our
Church folks are some of the best people on earth!  Its not because of
anything they have done themselves, but because of what Jesus Christ has
done and is doing for them! 

Now we know that this building is not the Church, but rather it is just the
house of the Lord where we, as part of the Lord’s true Church, come to meet
with God’s people and to give God His due reverence! 

I want you to know that this local Church (Central Baptist Church) that meets
here is precious to our Lord and it has been precious to Him since its founding
on August 15, 1987!  We know that Christ gave His life for those who make
up His local New Testament Churches (and for the World)!  

The local New Testament Church is the instrument that God has founded and
chosen to carry out His work in this world—The Great Commission—
evangelizing, baptizing and discipling people!  

I’m happy and glad to say that I was raised in a local New Testament Church! 
I realize not everyone was or is that blessed!  But I want you to know that the
local Church I grew up in (Sterling Baptist Church) was very instrumental to
both who and what I am today!  The local Church is where my wife and I have
faithfully raised our children and I believe that it has been and will continue to
be instrumental in their lives!

There are many both inside the Lord’s true Churches and outside the true
Lord’s Churches who want to find fault with true Churches today!  Could I say
that those who make up the Lord’s local Churches have been perfected in
their standing in Christ Jesus, but we are not yet perfect in our present state! 

The Lord’s local Churches are in the process of being matured or perfected! 
And that process will be completed only when Jesus returns for us!  At that
point all those who make up His Churches will be fully in His image!
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There are many folks who do not attend a local Church because of the
imperfections they see in Churches and the people who make them up! 

These folks are usually looking for a reason not to come!  Let me tell you that
if you are looking for a reason not to come and be a part of the Church,
you’ll find it!

But let me also tell you that if you are looking for a reason to hang in here
with the people of God and be steadfast in the things of the Lord, you’ll
find that too!

We certainly hear enough about what is wrong with churches. In all my years
of Church I’ve seen my share and heard more than my share of problems in
Churches:
            a.  Fights.
            b.  Splits.
            c.  Hypocrites.

d. Lazy Christians.
            e.  Renegade Preachers.
            f.  False Teachers. 
I’ve seen some of it all and more!

a.  Our Church is sometimes accused of being Narrow-minded!  
(GUILTY!  What they don’t realize is that Jesus was narrow-minded
and we’re to be just as narrow-minded as He is!)

b.  Our Church is sometimes accused of not loving others.  
(NOT GUILTY!  We are the ones who do love!  We love sinners but
hate sin!)

c.  Our Church is sometimes accused of not conforming to the world’s
standards.  (GUILTY!  We are separatists without apology!  God has
called us to be light and salt...not be like the world!)

d.  Our Church is sometimes accused of being too straight laced.  
(GUILTY!   But, the truth is, we probably need to be even more so!)
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On this 29th Anniversary of our Church, I want us to look  at this subject–
What’s Right With Our Church?

I.  OUR MAINSTAY (OR FOUNDATION) IS RIGHT!  
Matthew 16:15-18–“He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  And I say also unto thee, That
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”

1 Corinthians 3:10-11–“According to the grace of God which is given
unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon.  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.”

Isaiah 28:16–“Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.”

            A.  There Are Many Churches Built Upon Sand And Will
Eventually Fall!  (Matthew 7:21-29)

            1.  The Sand Of Charismatic Personalities.-
                        2.  The Sand Of Singing.
                        3.  The Sand Of Worldly Entertainment.
                        4.  The Sand Of Compromised Standards.
                        5.  The Sand Of Ear Tickling Preaching.

B.  The True Church Is To Be Built Upon Christ!  (Eph 5:23ff)
                        1.  He Is The Lover Of The Church!– vs. 23
                        2.  He Is The Head Of The Church! – vs. 23, 25
                        3.  He Is The Redeemer Of The Church! – vs. 25
                        4.  He Is The Sanctifier Of The Church! – vs. 26
                        5.  He Is The Satisfier Of The Church! – vs. 29

OUR FOUNDATION IS RIGHT!
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II.  OUR MEMBERSHIP IS RIGHT! 
(Only Born Again Believers!)
John 3:3–“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

1 Peter 1:23–“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”

1 Corinthians 12:13–“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”

            A.  You Cannot Work Your Way Into It!

            B.  You Cannot Simply Join It Because You Want To!

            C.  You Cannot Just Be Baptized Into It!

            D.  You Must Be Born Into It!

III. OUR MANUSCRIPT IS RIGHT! 
(The Unchanging Word of God!)
2 Timothy 3:16-17–“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.”

IV.  OUR MESSAGE IS RIGHT!
(The Gospel Of Jesus Christ!)
A.  Salvation By Grace Alone Through Repentance And Faith!

Ephesians 2:8–“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:”

B.  Salvation Is Available To All Who Come To Christ!
John 3:16–“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”
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John 6:37–“. . .him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out.”

Revelation 22:17–“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

C.  Those Who Reject Christ Are Eternally Lost!  
John 3:36–“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him.”

Revelation 20:15–“And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

V.  OUR MOTIVE IS RIGHT!  
(The Love Of Christ!)
2 Corinthians 5:14–“For the love of Christ constraineth us; because
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:”

            A.  Our Church Is Not Motivated By Money!

            B.  Our Church Is Not Motivated By Popularity!

            C.  Our Church Is Motivated By Love!
1. Love For The Saviour! 
2. Love For Souls!

VI.  OUR MISSION IS RIGHT!
         A.  This Church Is Not A Social Organization!

That doesn’t mean that we can’t be social!  But that is not what
we are to be about!

            B. This Church Is Not A Welfare Organization!
That doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t help folks when we can!
We love to show the love of Christ and help folks out when we
can!  But that is not all that we are to be about! 
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            C. This Church Is Not A Political Organization!
That doesn’t mean that we keep our mouth shut about policies
that are important to God and the Church!  

But out our kingdom is not of this world!
And we believe in individual soul liberty!

            D.  This Church Is An Organization For The Purposes Of
Christ! 
(i.e. It Exists To Carry Out Christ’s Great Commission!)
Matthew 28:18-20–“And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.”
1. To Preach The Gospel! 
2. To Baptize Believers!

                       3.  To Build Believers!
                        4.  To Show Forth The Christ Who Is With Us!

Conclusion
Christ loved the Church and we ought to love it too—For all the right reasons!
Are you a part of God’s true Church?  

Have you believed?  Are you saved?  
Have you been Scripturally Baptized by a true local Church? 

 Have you joined up with a local Church?  

Are you an active part of the local Church you are a member of?
What are you doing for the LORD?
If everybody in our Church were just like you, what kind of Church
would this be?
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