
How To Be A Fruitful Christian
John 15:12-17

BI: Every Christian is called to bear fruit that will 
last.  This we will do as we imitate the life of Jesus. 

Read John 15:12-17 
Introduction:  
     Ever since the beginning of chapter 13 Jesus has been with his 
men, first in the upper room (until the end of 14) and now outside 
the house where they were staying (chap. 15). This section of the 
Gospel of John is often called the Farewell Discourse because 
Jesus is giving the disciples His final words of instruction before 
the cross. Imbedded in that instruction is a clear message of hope 
and encouragement. Yes, Jesus is leaving them but He would not 
leave them as orphans. He would send His H.S. to empower them 
to do greater works than He had. 

    I believe the passage before us this morning is about doing those 
greater works. If the Vine and the Branches metaphor was about 
abiding in Christ, this passage is about ministering on behalf of 
Christ. The fact is, after Jesus’ resurrection the disciples were 
going to have a lot of work to do. They would literally go into all 
the world and transform it by the power of the gospel. But they 
would not do it alone.  

    In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, it is clear that we – members of 
Christ’s body – have also been chosen and appointed for the work 
of the ministry. Turn to Eph. 4:  (Read 4:11-12). 
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     The way God designed His church to function was not that the 
apostles would go into all the world and do all the work by 
themselves. Rather, their job was to represent Jesus on earth 
through ministry and to equip others to do the work of the ministry 
as well. As Ed Welch observes, “Everything changed when Jesus 
ascended to the Father and sent His H.S. The professional cast was 
no longer the titled few. Now followers of Jesus have all the 
competencies needed to encourage and instruct each other.”  You 1

see, now that the Spirit has come we have everything we need to 
lead people to the Redeemer that they might be saved. Now 
normal, everyday, run-of-the-mill believers like you and me are 
given the privilege of representing Christ in the world and bearing 
fruit that glorifies the Father.  

     Yes, its true that we have Pastors and Teachers in Calvary Bible 
Church. But we are not the only ministers. According to Eph. 4, all 
of us are ministers, and the job of the Pastors is to equip you for 
the work of the ministry. And I believe that is precisely what Jesus 
is doing here.  

     Notice the central verse of this text (Jn. 15:16) “You did not 
choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain…” Did you know 
that you have been called into the ministry? Did you know that 
you are one of Jesus’ ministers on earth and in His church? You 
don’t have to go to seminary to be a minister. You simply have to 
abide in Christ and follow His example. If you do, you will bear 
much fruit.  

     I’ve entitled this message How to be a Fruitful Christian 
because I think Jesus gives us six qualities of a fruitful follower of 
Christ, or six qualities of those whose life and ministry bears much 
fruit. So let’s dive in and see have far we can go this morning.  

 Edward Welch, Side By Side, (Wheaton, Crossway, 2015), 681
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I. Fruitful Christians Embrace the Call to Sacrificial 
Love: 
1. Read v. 12-13 & 17: 

2.  The first trait of a fruitful Christian is sacrificial love. This is 
where bearing true spiritual fruit begins. Now, its important that 
we are clear on this point: Fruitfulness does not begin with 
giftedness. Let me show you that in 1 Cor. 13. Paul was adamant 
about this! The church in Corinth was totally focused on a person’s 
giftedness but they were a failure as a church because they were 
lousy lovers.  (Read 1 Cor. 13: 1-3). Paul’s point is that spiritual 
gifts are NO replacement for love. Philanthropy is NO replacement 
for love. And even martyrdom is NO replacement for love. You 
can be incredibly gifted, amazingly generous, and even face a 
martyr’s death, but without love, your life is nothing but a noisy 
gong, profitless, and good for nothing in God’s eyes. That’s pretty 
strong language, isn’t it? Love is essential to every kind of 
ministry that bears true spiritual fruit. 
3. Isn’t this what Jesus was teaching the disciples in the upper 
room a couple chapters earlier? Turn to John 13 (Read 13:1-5).  
The look at  v. 12-17.
4. This is a picture of the love Jesus is calling for. It’s not a feeling 
of love, or an impulse of love. It’s not the world’s kind of love 
which is completely self-centered for the purpose of self-
satisfaction.  Rather, it is the kind of love that seeks out another 
person’s need and then humbles itself to meet that need no matter 
how lowly or dirty it may be. 
5. True love is about giving what you have that the other person 
needs because God wants you to. To love is to give. To love is to 
sacrifice. To love often requires us to put our own interests and 
agenda aside for the sake of someone else’s good.
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6. How do we learn this love? Look to Jesus. He is our example. 
He said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you.” And then He said (13), “Greater love has no one 
than this, that one lay down his life for His friends…” And you 
know this is precisely what Jesus would do. In less than a day after 
He said these words He would lay down His life for us all. That’s 
love. 

7. In John’s first epistle he would write, (1 John 3:16) “We know 
love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.”  And Paul said in Eph. 5:2  “Walk 
in love, just as Christ loved you, and gave Himself up for us all, an 
offering an sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” 

8. If you want to become a fruitful Christian it doesn’t start by 
going to Bible School, or becoming conversant in smart-sounding 
theology. It begins by loving people. To love someone means… 

• Husband’s learning to love their wives and wives their 
husbands.

• Children, if you really want to be a fruitful Christian start loving 
your siblings. Serve them. Thank them. Do good for them (of 
course the danger of that is that when your mom sees you acting 
that way she might drop dead with a sudden heart attack!)

• You go out of your way to meet their need, whether that means 
mowing their lawn, watching their kids, cooking a meal, 
showing up at the hospital, writing a kind note, changing a flat 
tire for a stranger, or cleaning someone’s house.

• You give up some of your time to meet with someone in need, 
listen to their heartaches, and give them counsel from God’s 
word.

• Instead of insisting on getting your own way but put their 
interests ahead of your own. 

• You choose not to take revenge when someone hurts you, but do 
something good for them instead. You “overcome evil with 
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good” (Rom. 12:17-21).

9. By the way, the word for Love that Jesus uses here is the word Agape. 
It’s the strongest kind of love. It is the kind of love by which God loved 
us when He gave us His Son. It’s the kind of love that Jesus gave us 
when He laid down his life. You see, true love requires personal 
sacrifice. Too often Christians are guilty of what we used to call Sloppy 
Agape. That’s when you think you are loving people simply by being 
nice, shaking hands, smiling, and being careful not to do anything that 
might make them uncomfortable. If your love for the people you are 
ministering to goes NO deeper than that, you just can’t expect to bear 
much fruit. 

10. We all know that sacrificial love is central to a fruitful, satisfying 
marriage, but it’s also central to our ministry of the word, to evangelism, 
to preaching, leading worship, teaching children, serving the homeless, 
being a biblical counselor, raising children and serving the elderly. If you 
want to bear fruit for God, start by loving people, washing their feet, 
thereby loving them just as Christ loves you. 

10. Fruitful Christians Embrace the Call to Sacrificial Love: Second…

II. Fruitful Christians Commit to a Life of Faithful 
Obedience:
1. Read v. 14

2. Notice the connection between v. 13 and 14. In 13 Jesus says 
there is no greater love than laying down one’s life for his friend. 
Then in 14 he says, “You are my friends… (i.e. you are the one’s 
for whom I lay down my life) IF you do what I command.”
3. Obedience is the mark of a true Christian. Jesus gave us a 
terrible warning when he asks (Luke 6:46), “Why do you call me 
‘Lord,” “Lord,” but do not do what I say.”  There are many people 
in churches today who think they are Jesus’ friends because they 
go to church and give money, but the real test of your salvation is, 
are you obedient to His word. 
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• 8:31 “If you continue in my word, then you are truly 
disciples of mine.”

• 8:51 “If anyone keeps my word, he will not see death.”
• 14:23 “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to Him and make 
our abode in Him.”

• 14:24 “He who does not love me does not keep my words.”
4. Now you have probably been here long enough to know that 
John is NOT teaching salvation by works. Jesus is simply saying 
that if you have true salvation it will be evidenced by an obedient 
life. That’s what it means to “continue” in His word, “keep” his 
word, and “abide” in His word.
5. Listen, nothing will kill your fruitfulness in ministry like 
disobedience. Nothing will ruin your ministry to your children like 
the hypocrisy of holding your children to the standard of Scripture 
when your life makes them wonder if you have ever read the 
Bible. 
6. A fruitful counselor is one who has a life that models the 
counsel he/she if giving. Spiritual fruitfulness at work is dependent 
upon whether or not you have a reputation of living what you say 
you believe. Nothing poison’s fruitfulness like personal hypocrisy. 
Even secret hypocrisy is poisonous because it grieves the Spirit of 
God who sees what no one else sees. 
7. Now let me be clear, we are not talking about perfection here. If 
perfection were the standard then none of us would bear fruit. It’s 
not perfection but direction that matters. Even the apostle Paul said 
(Phil. 3:12), “Its not as though I have attained or become perfect, 
but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was 
laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” What we’re talking about is having 
an attitude that is eager to grow into the likeness of Christ along 
with an open and honest attitude about one’s own sin. The people 
to whom we minister need to see us taking our walk with the Lord 
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seriously. Helping them become mature Christians requires that we 
model what a mature believer looks like. 
8. And by the way, that’s why the N.T. has requirement for who 
should be considered qualified to serve the church as a deacon or 
elder. When you think about those standards (above reproach, 
husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, 
not addicted to wine, not a fighter, but gentle, peaceable, free from 
the love of money, etc) these are simply characteristics of a 
mature, fruit-bearing Christian. God doesn’t want someone who is 
NOT above reproach in these basic areas of life and character to 
lead His church. Why, because such a person will not be capable of 
bearing the fruit that God desires. 
9. Once again, for an example of this kind of faithful obedience we 
need look no further than Jesus. In 14:31 we find one of many 
examples of Jesus attitude of obedience, (Read 14:31).
9. So, becoming a fruitful Christian means Embracing the Call To 
Sacrificial Love, and Committing to a walk of Faithful Obedience. 
Third…

III. Fruitful Christians Grow in the Knowledge of 
their Master’s Business.
1. Read v. 15

2. The word “Friend” here is a term used for a friend of the king or 
emperor, or a friend at court. It refers to the inner circle around the 
king.  “The “friends of the king” would be close to him and know 
his secret plans, but they would also be subject to him and have to 
obey his commands. There is thus no conflict between being a 
friend and being a servant.”  2

 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 357). 2

Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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3. You see when Jesus speaks of friendship here he is speaking 
about access. Constable explains, “The friends of the King were 
those who had the closest and the most intimate connection with 
him, and who had the right to come to him at any time”   3

4. I wonder if we have considered what a gift it is to have 
immediate access to the Lord Jesus Christ. Think about it. What 
famous or influential person would you like to have personal 
access to? President of the U.S.?  The governor of TX? Your 
favorite preacher (Piper, Sproul, MacArthur)? What if you could 
simply pick up the phone at any time and call them knowing that if 
they’re not busy with something really important they would be 
happy to speak with you? 

5. To drive that point home, try this. Some time this week pick up 
your phone and call the Whitehouse and say, “I would like to 
speak with Mr. Obama” and see how far you get. But consider this, 
the Lord of heaven and earth is absolutely available to you any 
time you wish to talk with Him. He does not consider you a slave, 
but a friend.  

6. This is truly remarkable considering the fact that there is a great 
difference between getting to know ABOUT a person and getting 
to know him personally. If you want to know ABOUT a person 
you might look for him on the internet and read a few news 
articles, you might even speak to people who know him. But if you 
want to have a real relationship with that person something 
important must happen. That person must let you in. Now, you can 
take the initiative and try to gain his trust, but if he is determined 
not to let you in you will never have a relationship with him. 

  Tom Constable, “Notes on John,” Dr. Constable’s Notes, Sonic Light, http://3

www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/john.pdf, (accessed Aug 10, 2015). 
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7. The same is true with God. If He does not reveal Himself there 
is nothing you can do to have a relationship with Him. The 
initiative is entirely on His side. But the most magnificent thing in 
human history is the fact that by virtue of His death and 
Resurrection, Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
has taken the initiative to bring you into relationship with Him. 
Therefore, you now have the freedom to enter His royal chambers 
any time you please… and He is delighted to welcome you every 
time you come.  

8. More than that, the relationship Jesus offers is NOT simply one 
of casual friendship. Rather, He considers you a partner and co-
laborer in the mission He has been given by the Father.  

6. You see, bearing fruit is a really big deal because it is the means 
by which the Son of God accomplishes much of His Father’s 
business on earth. 

7. Consider this: How will the sinners hear the gospel and be 
saved? Jesus doesn’t send angels to do that work. He works 
through Christians all around the world who are abiding in Christ 
and eager to bear much fruit. Paul writes (Rom. 10:14-15),  

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will 
they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW 
BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF 
GOOD THINGS!” 

8. If you belong to Jesus by grace through faith then you are a 
friend of Jesus with access NOT only to Him but to all that He is 
doing in this world. You see, sinners have no idea what Jesus is 
doing in the world because they refuse to believe in Him. They 
reject Him and are hostile to His teaching and His will. But we 
know what God is doing! We know that God is moving history in a 
very definite direction. The Father has fixed a day when all things 
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will be summed up in Jesus Christ, things in heaven and in earth. 
On that day ever knee will bow and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord.  

9. As Peter explains (2 Pet. 3:9), “The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” And 
how is He doing that? Through the fruitful ministry of ordinary 
Christians to people whose lives they intersect on a daily basis.  

10. We have the privilege of knowing that God is up to. Jesus told 
His disciples (Mat. 13:11), “To you it has been granted to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven but to them it has not been 
granted.” 

11. If you are a child of God by faith then you are a friend of Jesus. 
“For a slave does not know what his Master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all things I have heard from My Father I 
have made known to you.” 

12. How has He made these things known to us? Through His 
written word. That’s one of many reasons, beloved, why you 
should be devoted to growing in your knowledge of God’s word. 
“To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven.” Are you growing in that knowledge? Are you serious 
about reading, studying, and meditating on God’s word? The 
apostle Paul exhorts, “Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly!”  

14. Oh my friend, becoming a fruitful Christian is NOT something 
that happens effortlessly. In fact, Paul said (Col. 1:29), “For this 
purpose I labor, striving with all His power which mightily works 
within me.” What was He laboring and striving for? It was to one 
day present to God every person he ministered to, “complete in 
Christ.” What greater fruit can there be? 
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15. So a fruit bearing Christian Embraces the call to sacrificial 
Love; Is committed to a life of faithful Obedience; and Grows in 
the knowledge of His Master’s business.  

16. Well there is more here, but we will have to come back to it 
next time. But as you leave today consider the fact that you are a 
minister. You have been fully equipped to serve your King as part 
of His inner circle of ministry partners and you have everything 
you need to bear much fruit.  

BI: Every Christian is called to bear fruit that will last.  
This we will do as we imitate the life of Jesus. 
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