


Belgic Confession of Faith

Article XXVI
Christ's Intercession (cont'd.)

Therefore it was only through distrust that this practice of
dishonoring, instead of honoring, the saints was introduced,
doing that which they never have done nor required, but have on
the contrary steadfastly rejected according to their bounden duty,
as appears by their writings. Neither must we plead here our
unworthiness; for the meaning is not that we should offer our
prayers to God on the ground of our own worthiness, but only on
the ground of the Excellency and worthiness of the Lord Jesus
Christ, whose righteousness is become ours by faith.

Therefore the apostle, to remove this foolish fear, or rather
distrust, from us, rightly says that Jesus Christ in all things was
made like unto his brethren, that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is
able to succor them that are tempted. And further to encourage
us to go to Him, he says: Having then a great high priest, who
hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest that
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that
hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let
us therefore draw near with boldness unto the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time
of need. The same apostle says: Having boldness to enter into the
holy place by the blood of Jesus, let us draw near with a true
heart in fullness of faith., etc. Likewise: Christ hath his
priesthood unchangeable; wherefore also he is able to save to
the uttermost them that draw near unto God through him, seeing
he ever liveth to make intercession for them.


