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James 4:13-17 13  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 14  
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It 
is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 
15  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that. 16  But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. 17  
Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. !
13  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: !
• James uses the example of a traveling merchant, but is directing his teaching at any 

that would say something similar. 
• The merchant determines to go to a city. 
• The merchant determines that he will stay there for a year. 
• The merchant determines that while he is there he will buy and sell and profit from his 

merchandise. !
Luke 12:13-21 13  And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 14  And he said unto him, Man, who 
made me a judge or a divider over you? 15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth. 16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17  And he thought within 
himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 
18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there 
will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20  But 
God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21  So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. !

He that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God is an idolater. He is 
setting his own will above God’s will. It is not sinful to have plenty and to store it for the 
future. It is sinful to do so without submitting to God’s will first. !

Matthew 6:30-34 30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day 
is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? 31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32  (For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. 33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34  Take therefore 
no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. !

Jesus established a proper order when he said But seek ye first the kingdom of God. 
Jesus commands his disciples to not worry over food, drink, and clothing. 
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Luke 12:27-34 27  Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and 
yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28  If 
then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 29  And seek not 
ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. 
30  For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father 
knoweth that ye have need of these things. 31  But rather seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 32  Fear not, 
little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33  Sell that ye 
have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the 
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 34  For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. !

It is not sinful to have clothing, food, and drink. It is sinful to not have faith that God 
will provide such things. To prioritize your needs an wants and your determination to 
fulfill your needs and wants outside of faith and outside of submission to the will of God 
is sin. It is idolatry. !

Lamentations 3:37  Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the 
Lord commandeth it not? !
Proverbs 19:21  There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the 
counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. !

God’s will is done whether or not man’s will is in alignment. !
14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away. !
• But the problem is that no human knows what will come tomorrow. 
• Life passes quickly, appearing and disappearing. !

John Gill on verse 14: “no man can secure a day, an hour, a moment, and much 
less a year of continuance in this life; nor can he foresee what will befall him today or 
tomorrow; therefore it is great stupidity to determine on this, and the other, without the 
leave of God, in whom he lives, moves, and has his being; and by whose providence all 
events are governed and directed” !

God established a limit upon the earthly days of mankind. !
Genesis 6:3  And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that 
he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. !

(This verse possibly refers to the length of time given mankind to repent prior to the 
flood, yet some examples, such as Moses below, show the upper limit of the age of 
mankind.) !
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Deuteronomy 34:7  And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he 
died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. !

The limit of the age of mankind was understood to be 70-80 years in David’s time. !
Psalm 90:10  The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for 
it is soon cut off, and we fly away. !
Psalm 90:12  So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. !

David asked God to teach him of the limit of age so that he might not waste his life upon 
foolishness, but focus his life upon wisdom and knowledge. There are many reminders 
in scripture of the fleeting nature of human life. !

Job 14:1-2 1  Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. 2  He 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continueth not. !
Psalm 39:5  Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is 
as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. 
Selah. !
1 Peter 1:24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: !

15  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that. !
• All things that happen depend upon the Lord’s will. 
• Physical life and spiritual life. 
• Action and direction. 
• All plans should be submitted unto God’s will.  !

John Gill on verse 15: “here are two conditions of doing anything; the one is, if it 
should be agreeable to the determining will and purpose of God, by which everything in 
the world comes to pass, and into which the wills of men should be resolved, and 
resigned; and the other is, if we should live, since life is so very uncertain and 
precarious: and the sense is, not that this exact form of words should be always used, 
but what is equivalent to them, or, at least, that there should be always a sense of these 
things upon the mind; and there should be a view to them in all resolutions, designs, 
and engagements: and since the words are so short and comprehensive, it might be 
proper for Christians to use themselves to such a way of speaking; upon all occasions;” !
Psalm 37:23-24 23  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he 
delighteth in his way. 24  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the 
LORD upholdeth him with his hand. !
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Proverbs 16:9 A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps. !
Jesus gives priority (as with seeking of the kingdom) to doing the will of God. He gives 
submission to God’s will as a sign of being part of the kingdom of God and having a 
different relationship with God in comparison to the world. !

Mark 3:35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and 
my sister, and mother.  !
John 9:31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a 
worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. !

16  But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. !
• Celebration of man’s determinations is sinful. !

Proverbs 27:1  Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth. !

17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin. !
• Knowledge of God’s will without application of that knowledge is sinful. 
• Basic knowledge of good and the rejection of that good is sinful. !

Romans 7:19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I do.  !

How do we ensure that we know, follow, and submit to God’s will? !
Say it. If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. (James 4:15) !
Pray it. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10) !
Read it. That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (2 
Timothy 3:17) !
Live it. !

Romans 12:1-2 1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. !
Hebrews 10:35-36 35  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward. 36  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise.
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