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We need to pray first.

Tell us anew, O Lord, the story of Jesus, how sweet it is to our ears to hear of our Savior.  
There certainly are steps of declaration that the Messiah comes riding humbly into 
Jerusalem, he who is King of kings and certainly Lord, his actions of cleansing the 
temple, of healing, of receiving joyful praise. But we also are mindful of his death and his  
resurrection, of what he did and so we're confident of what he does and what he will do. 
So teach us, O Lord, I pray. Give us focus, give us a lazer-like attention to your word 
today, Lord. Our lives are burdened down with issues, with needs, with worries, with 
grief and sorrow and sickness that, Lord, give us attention today. We believe, O Lord, 
this portion of Scripture is good for us. Bless this preacher. I pray that he would diminish  
in the eyes and the heart and the ears of your people and that Jesus Christ be raised. 
Therefore, you will draw men to yourself and may we be drawn ever so closer. I make 
this prayer in Jesus' name. Amen.

Matthew 21, a familiar passage I'm sure to each of us, the first 11 verses.

“1 When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, 'Go 
into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied 
there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, “The Lord has need of them,” and 
immediately he will send them.' 4 This took place to fulfill what was 
spoken through the prophet: 5 'SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 
“BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND 
MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A 
BEAST OF BURDEN.”' 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had 
instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats 
on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in 
the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading 
them in the road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who 
followed, were shouting, 'Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE 
WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!' 
10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, 'Who 
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is this?' 11 And the crowds were saying, 'This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth in Galilee.'”

Amen to God's word and may it be a blessing to you today.

These are tough times. One of the financial investment magazines I get had this headline 
on it, it say, “Another Financial Meltdown is Headed Our Way.” Not real encouraging 
news and I don't know if you noticed the Johnson City paper this week in Green Valley to 
see 228 jobs cut. I know the company is laying off workers. It's not very encouraging 
news. Well, today can I give you a word of hope? Can I give you a word of joy today? 
Go back to this story here, to Palm Sunday, of joy expressed before Friday and Saturday 
and Sunday. Think about that: this is the expression of joy before the crucifixion and all 
the agony and all the suffering. Before it, not after it. There was certainly a lot afterward 
in the resurrection  but this is before. I want you to think about that today. Can we really 
have joy? Can you have joy before the victory? Those people you've loved that have died, 
they're not here now. You miss them; you're sorry for them. Can you have joy of the 
anticipated victory in Christ? Can you? 

What does this mean, this Hosanna? Why is this important? Now, here is the scene here, 
of course, in Jerusalem. It's Passover time. You remember Passover? People of Israel 
enslaved in Egypt and God has been teaching the world a lesson through Moses and 
Aaron going to this Pharaoh and saying, “Let my people go,” and God did a series of 
miracles and the last one was the worst, or the best, whichever way you want to see this. 
All the firstborn would be struck down by the angel of death, saved those that put the 
blood of the sacrifice lamb on the lintel on the doorway of the home and the angel of 
death passed by so they celebrate Passover every year and the command in Scripture was 
that they would go to Jerusalem once a year to celebrate Passover. So, this place, this 
Jerusalem is packed with people.

Now, Jesus before in his ministry had been careful not to declare his Messiahship but 
here he boldly declares it. If you remember what was quoted in Matthew, this goes back 
to Zechariah 9:9. It was prophesied about the Messiah this way, “Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is 
coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” And so the Prince of Peace came riding 
into town declaring that he was in fact, the Messiah.

Now, setting the context, I think it's a little helpful here if you go to John 11-12, we're not 
going to do it this morning but remember the context: a living declaration of Jesus in 
chapter 11 where his close friend, Lazarus, died and was buried in the tomb for days and 
Mary and Martha say, “Why weren't you here, Jesus? If you had been here...” Anyway, 
I’m not going to preach a sermon on it. But Jesus said, “Come out of the tomb, Lazarus.” 
A living, standing, breathing, human being that had been dead, so bad that they thought 
the tomb would be smelly, Jesus brought him back to life. Now, Bethany is east of 
Jerusalem where Jesus comes into town each day during holy week, they go around the 
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Mount of Olives into the temple complex. Lazarus is probably right there with him. And 
in John 11, of course, Jesus declares saying, “I am the resurrection and the life.”

And so we have this dramatic entrance into Jerusalem. The crowd had gone to Bethany to 
see Lazarus, to see if this really happened a day or two earlier and now this huge mob of 
the poor and others shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord,” singing the praises of God. Now, Hosanna is a complicated concept here. This is a 
very complicated word. Hosanna literally means as Calvin has said, “Save me,” or “God 
save.” But it came to mean “praise.” When they said “Hosanna,” they were saying, “Save 
us,” but they were also saying, “Yeah! Let us rejoice and be glad for our King has come.” 
Salvation has come. Will you also rejoice as you cry out, “O God, save us today!” Is this 
a taste, a vision of a blessed hope that we have in Christ? 

What does this all mean, this Hosanna? I can point out four things about Hosanna, what it 
means to you and me. Hosannas, of course, point to the coming of our Savior. What was 
his name, our Savior? You shall call his name, what? Jesus. And what does Jesus mean? 
When the angel visited Mary, the angel said about Mary, “She shall bear a son. You shall 
call his name Jesus for it is he who will save his people from their sins.” His name means 
Savior, Joshua, Jesus. He comes to save us. Paul would write to Timothy in the first 
chapter in the 15th verse, “It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners among whom I am the foremost of all.”

O, save us, Hosanna. He comes, our Savior does, to save sinners. Are you a sinner? Jesus 
said, “I did not come to save the healthy but the sick. I did not come to save those that are 
righteous but the sinners.” Are you a sinner? Can you sing Hosanna? “God, if I’m a 
sinner, I’m under your condemnation. O God, save me!” He did. He came. He is our 
Savior. True joy can be yours today if you'll acknowledge and understand that your 
Savior has come.

Secondly, Hosanna means at times to celebrate. This was obviously a party atmosphere 
here: singing, worshiping, excitement, calling back Psalm 118, those Hallel Psalms of 
saying, “O Lord, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” It meant that all that 
joyful celebration energy was focused to honor the Lord. We call this a triumphant entry, 
the King has come. God's plan is being fulfilled. Christ, of course, his other name, means 
Messiah, the Old Testament word is Messiah and the Messiah has come. If you go back 
to his birth, what was told by the angels, “This shall be a joy for all the people for born 
unto you this day in the city of David is a Savior, Christ the Lord.” It is truly a time to 
celebrate.

Interesting, I’m not going to read these verses but if you go to the next section of 
Matthew 21, after this entry, Jesus comes into the temple complex and he does three 
things as recorded by Matthew here. The first one you already know about if you were 
with us for my messages through Mark's gospel and that is what we call the cleansing of 
the temple. He took a whip and drove out those moneychangers, those that were polluting 
and defaming this holy place of God and threw them out. Two other things he does, one 
he heals the lame and the blind: a healing in the midst of the temple. Think about that. 
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Another sign of joy: people that were lame, people that were blind were healed. Then the 
third one and I’m going to skip down if you have your Bibles open to verse 14, “And the 
blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. But when the chief 
priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who 
were shouting in the temple, 'Hosanna to the Son of David,' they became indignant.” 
Yeah, we can't have any excitement in the church. We can't have people getting healed 
and dramatic stuff. It's really silly. Here we have people that have been lame and blind 
and Jesus is healing them and the little children are singing out, “Hosanna to God in the 
highest.” It's obviously a celebration that our Savior has come. 

Are you ready to party? Do not let it be said about Princeton, you know, some people, 
them Baptists over there or them Pentecostals, often call us Presbyterians the frozen 
chosen. Let us not be as the other Presbyterians that have lost their joy. Let us be excited 
about our Savior. Let us sing and rejoice because it is celebration. You say, “How can I 
celebrate in times like these?” They did. Do you think they didn't have starvation and 
sickness and death? Those people that came into Jerusalem proclaiming the Hosannas? 
Certainly they had difficulty but they were able to celebrate.

The third thing I find from this word “Hosanna” is, of course, the other side and that is: 
Hosannas must remind us of the costly reality of Christ's love for us. It does mean “O 
save us, God.” Now, before as you read the gospels, you'll see Jesus being very careful 
whenever he heals somebody or he did something dramatic like the loaves and the fishes 
and the feeding of the 5,000 or people being raised from the dead, he was very careful to 
say, “Don't tell anybody this,” because he knew his time had yet not come. An example is 
in John 6:15 when he walked on the water which is obviously a miracle. “So Jesus, 
perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, 
withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.” Now, though, as he comes to 
Jerusalem this last week before the crucifixion, he's very deliberate to proclaim who he 
was. The Prince of Peace comes gently, he did not come on a Roman stallion full of 
armor with a sword ready to do war. He came as the Prince of Peace riding humbly on a 
donkey because he knew that the death that week would be of himself and, of course, the 
crowd turns on him and he fulfilled Isaiah 53, “By his wounds we are healed. By his 
death he died for those of iniquity,” and so he substituted himself for our sins and the 
death that was demanded.

I encourage you to come tonight. We will express our worship through communion but 
also we will examine the fact that it was in God's perfect timing and we will look again at 
how all this was fulfilled. This was no accident what happened, this was in the planning 
of God and let it remind us of the costly reality of his love.

The fourth thing, I’ve said three things: Hosannas point to the coming of our Savior; 
Hosannas mean a time to celebrate; Hosannas must remind us of the costly reality of his 
love. This last point is this: Hosannas for us are a sure hope of anticipation, ours is the 
victory. Great hope and assurance is ours. What do we call Friday? We call it a Good 
Friday, we don't call it an Ugly Friday or a Dark Friday or a Bad Friday. It is a Good 
Friday that in that death, sins are atoned for. Death is defeated. Satan and all the enemies 
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of mankind are defeated. And not only the promise of his death and resurrection but the 
other side of Hosanna is we know how the book ends. We know the book of Revelation, 
that there will be no more sorrow, no more tears, no more weeping, no more sickness but 
for God's people, there is victory and hope and so we have anticipation joy. Today, are 
you ready for his return? If he came today, would it be a time of Hosannas and 
Hallelujahs? Are you a victory person or are you a defeated person? Are you living your 
life like somebody who is defeated? Are you living your life like somebody who is 
victorious in Christ?

I was kidding somebody this morning. No one ever told me what old age was like when 
the wheels start falling off. I don't like that reality, neither do you that has the hair color 
of mine here today but we have the victory. Can you be a victorious person today because 
of the victory that we anticipate that is not ours yet? Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Where do you stand today? Well, the people saying “Hosanna, Lord save us,” and so do 
we, let us rejoice and be glad. Today, will your hearts rejoice? Our Savior has come, he 
hears our cries and he saves us. 

First, a word to the seeker, to the doubter, even the lost that is here today: today, this day, 
this March 28, 2010 has come today for you in the calendar of events, God has brought 
you to this day. You need to cry out, “God, save me!” because I'm telling you, you can't 
do it and the world isn't going to do it for you. You need a Savior. I call on you to claim 
him for your own today that you would sing, “Hosanna, Hallelujah!”

Second, a word to the discouraged believer: I know thoughts of joy seem difficult during 
some of these days but remember these people saying before Friday, before Saturday and 
before the resurrection and we can sing too before we realize the victory. It has already 
been won for us and so our hope is no idle hope but it is true for us today.

Thirdly, I would say to all of us: certainly there is the need for solemnity in our lives but 
there is also the need for celebration. We need to continue to have parties. We need to 
continue to have fellowship. We need to continue to enjoy ourselves together even 
though days are difficult for many of you and me. Certainly, during funerals, we need to 
be solemn, to be humble and to be grieving with those that grieve and weeping with those 
who weep but we also need to remember weddings and the Lamb of God who takes us, 
the church, as his bride and weddings are certainly a time of celebration and hope. 

Surely, this day, this year, is a day of celebration. What is your zeal for the Lord? Are 
you walking around like this...you know, body language has a lot to say about what 
you're feeling. You know, if you walk around like this, head down, you aren't victory 
people. Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory. You did not earn it. Thanks be 
unto God who giveth us the victory. We are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us.

Well, I pointed out some articles in the paper that were not encouraging but let us look 
beyond the headlines of today and to God's eternal word, the blessings of Almighty God 
that flow to  his people eternally. “Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he who comes 

Page 5 of 6



in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.” Let us come and bless God with our joy 
and our worship. Rejoice, the Lord is King. Rejoice again, I say, rejoice. That's our last 
hymn, it's number 310. Let us rejoice in the Lord with singing. 310. I'm going to lead you 
in prayer.

Father, you speak to us today through your word. O Father, help us not to be those 
people, those officials in the temple that told the children to quit singing Hosanna. 
Father, may we be liberated unto joy again today. Help us to think beyond the pain and 
the sorrow and the suffering and the difficulty. Help us to think of the Christ. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Glory to God in the highest. We know, O Lord, 
that there are those here who right now are crying out to you, “O God, have mercy upon 
me a sinner! Bless me this day with this blood of Christ, with this resurrection of 
Christ!” And we rejoice in that. For his followers here today, Lord, help them to 
anticipate victory. Help us to have joy now for a later victory celebration. We make all 
these prayers in Jesus' name. Amen.
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