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The Tree Dream Introduced 

Dan. 4.1-9 

 

What makes chapter 4 of Daniel so remarkable is that it is the first of 

its kind to report a decree of a pagan king giving praise to the true God 

and King of the universe, the Lord of Israel. One old author says 

Nebuchadnezzar is made into a preacher of humility and moderation! 

 

How different a chapter this would have been had it begun as it ended: 

with the great but humbled king’s last words recorded for us. 

Nevertheless, it is less about him than it is about who he represents – 

the world powers full of pride, facing a terrible fall in due time. 

 

We break up the chapter into four pieces, all built around the Tree 

Dream, which stands front and center in the chapter:  

The Tree Dream Introduced – 1-9;  

The Tree Dream Retold – 10-18;  

the Tree Dream Interpreted – 19-28;  

the Tree Dream Fulfilled – 29-36. 

 

But there is clearly this one theme that runs throughout this interesting 

report, found at the end of verse 26: Heaven Rules! God’s Kingdom is 

Sovereign over all! The chapter begins and ends with this theme – His 

Kingdom, His Dominion, in v 3; repeated and reversed in 34 (read). 

This is also punctuated in 17, 25 and 32 – “the Most High is ruler over 

the realm of mankind, bestows it on whom He wishes”  

 

It has been suggested that this took place some 8 - 9 years before the 

overthrow of Tyre in 573 and after the victories over Egypt in 588 and 

Jerusalem. So 583 brings the dream; 582-575 becomes the time of his 

mental illness.  
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Thinking that he had eradicated all his enemies, as well this strange 

people and their strange god, he is visited with troubling visions. 

 

Strange might be the right word for the opening of these first nine 

verses, for we have first, A STRANGE PRAISE. This great man, this 

great king, unlike any before or after him, is made to sing the praises 

of a greater King, the King of heaven, in 1-3. 

 

Then, A STRANGE FEAR. Even though it is a time of ease and 

prosperity for him outwardly, it becomes a time of great distress and 

deepest terror for him on account of a dream he has – 4-5. 

 

This moves him then to A STRANGE REMEDY – and here is a great 

question, why did he not turn to Daniel first? 

 

But we begin with A STRANGE PRAISE 

 

His address is typical for his day when he speaks of all being beneath 

him. This is not intended that absolutely every human being in the 

world was beneath him, but the known world. 

 

Pride is found here in his effort to hold his lofty position, highlighting 

his desire for the prosperity of his subjects. 

 

He sees it to be fit, or good to address his subjects. Perhaps this was an 

effort to assure his position after his loss of mind for 7-years. 

 

And he points to the signs and wonders which the Lord Most High had 

done for him. Signs are attesting miracles, and wonders look at 

miracles as the effect intended, to astound or to dumbfound. 
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EJ Young notes the strong God-centered language employed in Psalm 

145:13  
 

10 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, and Your godly 

ones shall bless You. 11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom 

and talk of Your power; 12 To make known to the sons of men Your 

mighty acts and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. 13 Your 

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures 

throughout all generations. 14 The LORD sustains all who fall and 

raises up all who are bowed down. (Psa 145:10-14) 

 

Why does he speak this way? No doubt by the instruction and 

influence of Daniel. For such a sovereign to acknowledge a 

sovereignty greater than his own, is remarkable, and to many, 

incredible. 

 

But then they have not come through what this king had experienced 

either. 

 

This brings us to point 2: A STRANGE FEAR in 4-5. 

 

We discover here the background of ease and prosperity on the king’s 

part, as he is flourishing in verse 4. 

 

First, he was at rest, undisturbed, without threat, secure in his position 

(nothing disturbing his mind in the world) 

 

Further, he was flourishing, a word often translated as prosperous, 

indicating, perhaps, luxury with pride. Many have drawn the 

connection of flourishing to the tree in the dream. The luxurious 

palace and hanging gardens were pictures of his great ease and 

increase. 
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Herodotus was the first author to give a full description of his Hanging 

Gardens. According to him, the gardens were built by 

Nebuchadnezzar II to make his wife Amytis happy because she didn't 

like the Babylonian desert. She had lived in Persia, which had many 

plants and fountains. The Garden was about 350 feet tall and covered 

with trees, flowers, lawns, plants, fountains, pools, and miniature 

water falls. It had every kind of plant available in the kingdom. It was 

made of mud brick and stone, a series of terraces, one on top of the 

other. The plants couldn't survive without water, so they had to pump 

water from the Euphrates River to flow down through channels to the 

plants. 

 

Flourishing, prospering, growing, expanding heavenward are in fact, 

symbolized in that culture by a sacred tree joining heaven and earth as 

one, and enjoying heaven's blessing. One scholar observes: "Humanity 

finds ways of reassuring itself that the life and resources of the 

universe are secure. The myth of all-providing science has recently 

offered that reassurance in our history; the myth of the cosmic tree 

offered it to the Ancient Near Eastern World."  

 

Then, in verse 5, two things disturb his ease and tree-like prosperity. 

 

First, a dream, then, the replaying of that dream, remembered this 

time, upon his bed. 

 

He is afraid at first by the dream; then mentally his rememberance of 

these fantasies, imaginations, or visions of his head 'kept alarming 

me’; this seems worse than being afraid or terrified; no, he is greatly, 

deeply troubled. Fear of the unknown haunts the king. 
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Now he turns to his STRANGE REMEDY - Why not turn to Daniel 

first? Dale Ralph Davis says: How often is policy and decision made 

on account of fear?  

 

Daniel is not first called perhaps because the king was seeking to 

avoid him. It was not that he had forgotten Daniel, but he remembered 

the upsetting manner in which He is a God of all knowledge, and also 

able to overcome the worst threats of the king (recall the fiery 

furnace). It is only 'extreme need’ which turns the king to Daniel. John 

Trapp said: Godless men do not turn to God until other resources have 

been exhausted and every other refuge has failed. 

 

On the one hand, Daniel is most trustworthy. Verse 8, Daniel is 

addressed as having the spirit of the holy gods in him (not unlike 

Pharaoh’s view of Joseph in Genesis 41:38. Remember that “Holy” 

means divine, unique, set apart because exalted. There is a clear 

discrimination between the gods of Babylon and of Nebuchadnezzar, 

and the God of Daniel. The king knew that no secret could be kept 

from this God. He had seen it, heard it, and trembled at it.  

 

And this is, on the other hand, what discouraged him from going to 

him first. The king feared Daniel’s influence. Notice how he calls him 

by this humble title, to keep him in his place. This seems to show 

reluctance, perhaps guilt, in keeping him on the same level with the 

other magicians. Plus calling Daniel Belteshazzar, after the name of 

Nebuchadnezzar's gods, tells of his continued idolatry.  

 

So this sets the table for the dream itself – our next message on the 

Tree Dream being retold. 

 

Here we have plenty to reflect upon in our shorter-than-usual message 

this morning. 
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Application: 

 First of all, let us acknowledge that God is great! There is nothing 

too hard for the Lord. God is able to humble the arrogant. Whenever 

we see great men pursuing evil, and think we are helpless to turn 

them, there is One in heaven who is able and almighty to turn the 

heart of the king as He pleases.  

 Secondly, we see here the goodness of God in shaking up this great 

man. He was a pillar of pride, and felt safe in his sins. How good it 

is of God to break up our false peace, banish false hope, kick out 

from under us the sand we are building upon, and show us to the 

foundation, the rock which can never be moved. It is a good day 

when he steals into our vain thoughts, disrupts our carnal ease, 

withers our self-trust, and shakes our tree! 

 Thirdly, we learn here that the Lord exercises His power in the 

affairs of all men, including governors. We have here the overthrow 

of the pride of world powers, as even this great king realizes the 

transsience and uncertainty of even the highest human pomp and 

power. What can be compared with the eternal sovereignty of the 

Lord God Almighty? It is by Him that men rule. Nobody, no ruler 

possesses any authority except by God's permission. And the Lord 

rules and overrules in the kingdoms of men in order to protect and 

to expand His kingdom of grace. 

 Lastly, how easily is peace punctured when it not in the Lord. The 

greatest peace is not founded on city walls or prosperous garden 

paradises. Peace is not made by great nations, like Rome, Great 

Britain, or America. We need first and foremost, peace with God, 

and He will add other and lesser blessings besides. But without 

peace with God, what do we have? His is a peace that surpasses 

understanding. And that is what he human heart needs the very 

most. May the peace of Christ rule your hearts and minds, to the 

point of making you peacemakers; that is, that you point others to 
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the Prince of peace, Jesus Christ, who has given you His peace, and 

who is Himself your very peace! Amen. 

 

 


