
SUNDAY SCHOOL
PRINCIPLES FROM CHRIST’S MESSAGES TO THE CHURCHES

REVELATION 2:1-2

Introduction
On this 30th Anniversary of our Church I want us to look at some principles
from Christ’s messages to these Churches in Asia and to us.
I. TO WHOM ARE THE MESSAGES ADDRESSED?–

A. “THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH. . .”
“Angel” = “a messenger; one employed to communicate news
or information from one person to another.”

“A minister of the gospel, who is an ambassador of God.”

The letter is addressed to the messengers of the Churches as
well as to the Churches themselves.

Why was it given to the messengers?  Because, it is the
messengers’ responsibility to deliver the messages that they
are given, to the Church. 

This is important, because it means that the Lord holds the
minister responsible for the Church and its welfare. 

Christ expects the minister to study and heed the message
himself and to lead the believers to heed the message.

B. “HE THAT HATH AN EAR TO HEAR LET HIM HEAR
WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH TO THE CHURCHES.”
We need to understand that there are a messages here for us
in each of these messages that Jesus had for these seven
Churches in Asia.  

The characteristics that are found in these Churches are the
same kind of characteristics that are found in Churches in
our day and time.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
Churches. . .,” is found at the end of each of these messages.
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The principles that are found in each letter are principles
that can be helpful for any Church.  Listen, 
1. We need a fresh awareness of Christ being in our midst

as He was in the midst of these seven Churches.

2. We need a fresh awareness that Christ is observing us!

3. We need to excel where these Churches excelled and
were commended by Christ!

4. We also need to examine ourselves to see if any of  the
things for which they were rebuked by Christ are found
in us!

The point is this: the messages to the seven Churches were
given for personal application. 

Jesus Christ expects us—all Churches and all believers of
the Church age—to apply the messages to our own
situation.  Jesus Christ expects us to search our hearts and
to heed the messages given to these Churches.

Do we have ears to hear?  Then we need to hear what the Spirit
saith unto the Churches.

TO WHOM ARE THE MESSAGES ADDRESSED–Ministers, Churches
II. FROM WHOM DO EACH OF THESE MESSAGES COME?–

A. THESE MESSAGES ARE FROM–“HE THAT HOLDETH
THE SEVEN STARS IN HIS RIGHT HAND.”
John writes in Chapter 1 of this person–He is none other than
the Glorified Christ!

Revelation 1:20 shows that the “stars” are the “angels” or
“messengers of the Churches.”  
Jesus Christ is the One who holds the messengers or
ministers of the Churches in His hands. 
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This means that the messenger–whether you call him
preacher, elder, bishop, pastor, minister–is in Christ’s
hand!

There are at least six things we need to realize because of
this:
1. God’s messengers are chosen and picked out of the

world by the hand of Christ.
Isaiah 49:1-2--“Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken,
ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from
the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made
mention of my name. 2And he hath made my mouth like
a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid
me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he
hid me; 3And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

Jeremiah 1:5–“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the
nations.”

Regarding Saul (The Apostle Paul) the Lord said in Acts
9:15– “for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Israel:” 

Paul said of himself in Galatians 1:15–“. . . when it
pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s
womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in
me, that I might preach him among the heathen;”

2. God’s messengers are nourished and nurtured by
the hand of Christ.
There are many examples of this in Scripture:
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e.g.   Elijah was fed by ravens and drank from a brook
where God led him. Later, God used a widow
woman to take care of him.

3. God’s messengers are placed where they are by the
hand of Christ.
Jeremiah 1:7–“...for thou shalt go to all that I shall
send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt
speak. 8Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee
to deliver thee, saith the LORD.”

Acts 16:9–“. . .we endeavoured to go into Macedonia,
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to
preach the gospel unto them.”

4. God’s messengers are cared for, secured, and
protected by the hand of Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:8–“We are troubled on every side, yet
not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
9Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed; 10Always bearing about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our body.”

2 Timothy 4:17-18–“Notwithstanding the Lord stood
with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might
hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.
18And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work,
and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

5. God’s messenger are expected to be instruments in
the hand of Christ.
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2 Corinthians 4:5–“For we preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for
Jesus’ sake.”

1 Thessalonians 2:5–“For neither at any time used we
flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloak of
covetousness; God is witness: 6Nor of men sought we
glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might
have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.”

Acts 20:28–“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which
he hath purchased with his own blood.”

1 Peter 5:2–“2Feed the flock of God which is among
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
3Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock.”

6. God’s messengers are responsible to the hand of
Christ and will be held accountable by Christ.
Hebrews 13:17–“Obey them that have the rule over
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it
with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for
you.”

B. THESE MESSAGES ARE FROM THE ONE –“WHO
WALKETH IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN GOLDEN
CANDLESTICKS.”
Jesus Christ is the One who walks in the midst of the golden
candlesticks, which Revelation 1:20 shows to mean the seven
Churches.
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These seven Churches represent all true Churches of all the
Church age.

There are five things we need to understand about this:
1. This means that Christ is present in the very midst

of the Church.
Matthew 18:20–“For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

2. This means that Christ sees and knows all about the
Church.  (Individually and Corporally)
Job 34:21–“For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and
he seeth all his goings.”

Ecclesiastes 12:14–“For God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil.”

2 Corinthians 5:10–“For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.”

Hebrews 4:13–“Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”

3. This means that Christ is present to teach, grow,
guide and protect the Church.
John 14:26–“But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” 
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John 16:13–“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.”

2 Thessalonians 3:5–“And the Lord direct your hearts
into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for
Christ.”

4. This means that Christ is present to provide and
protect the Church.  (e.g. Like a shepherd and his
sheep.) Psalm 23

5. This means that Christ is present as the Light of the
world to give light to the Church.
Matthew 5:16–“Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.”

Note also that Christ is in the midst of each of  these Churches. 
Our common bond is our relationship with Christ!

Conclusion
God has messages that He gives to me, His messenger, to give to you.  
The question is–Are you listening?  “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear
what the Spirit sayeth to the Churches.”

Its hard to listen to the message if you are not here...if you are distracted...
if you are sleeping...if you are closed to instruction...if you don’t come
prepared to listen!
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