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 HERE WE STAND ON THE REALITY OF HELL 
VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 

Sermon #2 in the Series – Here We Stand 

Ezekiel 33:11a (NKJV) “‘As I live,' says the Lord God, 'I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked…’”  
 
I.       The Names for Hell in the Scripture 
 

“Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.”                                                                                   
�Wayne Grudem 
 

A. Sheol 

Psalms 9:17 (NKJV) “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God.” 

Isaiah 5:14a (NKJV) “Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth 
beyond measure…”  

Daniel 12:2 (NKJV) “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.” 

 

B. Hades 

Luke 16:22-23 (NKJV) “22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 

And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” 

Ephesians 4:8 (NIV) “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train 
and gave gifts to men.” 

1 Peter 3:18-19 (NKJV) “18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits 
in prison.” 

2 Corinthians 5:8 (NKJV) “We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.” 

 

C. Tartaros  

2 Peter 2:4 (NKJV) “For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast 
them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved 
for judgment.” 

Jude 1:6 (NKJV) “And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but 
left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day.” 
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D. Gehenna 
 

E. The Lake of Fire  

Revelation 20:10-14 (NKJV) “10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And 
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 11 Then I saw a great 
white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death.” 

Luke 12:47-48a (NKJV) “47 And that servant who knew his master's will, and 
did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. 48 But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few.”  

 
 
II.      The Description of Hell  
 

A. Hell Is a Place of Torment  

Luke 16:24b (NKJV) “… send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” 
 
“Another kind of ‘fire’ might be worse than literal fire. That is the fire of 
unfulfilled passion, the fire of desires that are never satisfied. Perpetually 
burning lusts never subside, and the tortured conscience burns but is never 
sated or appeased. Hell, then, is the raw soul joined to an indestructible body, 
exposed to its own sin for eternity.”                                                                       
�Erwin Lutzer 
 

B. Hell Is a Place of Memory  

Luke 16:25b (NKJV) “…Son, remember.” 

C. Hell Is a Place of Hopelessness  

Matthew 25:46 (ESV) “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 

Revelation 14:11a (NKJV) “And the smoke of their torment ascends forever 
and ever; and they have no rest day or night…”  
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2 Thessalonians 1:9 (NASB) “These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, 
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.” 

Daniel 12:2 (NKJV) “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.” 

 

D. Hell Is a Place That Glorifies God  
 
 
III.     What We Deny When We Deny Hell  
 

“Emotionally, I find the concept [of eternal conscious torment] intolerable and 
do not understand how people can live with it without either cauterizing their 
feelings or cracking under the strain…”                                                                                                  
�John Stott 
 

A. We Deny the Plain Sense of the Bible  

Matthew 8:12b (NKJV) “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

B. We Deny God’s Justice  

Galatians 6:7 (NKJV) “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap.” 

Romans 3:10-12 (NKJV) “10 As it is written: ‘There is none righteous, no, not 
one; 11 there is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God. 12 

They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is 
none who does good, no, not one.’” 

Nahum 1:3b (NASB) “…and the Lord will by no means leave the guilty 
unpunished.” 

 

C. We Deny the Clear Teaching of the Church Through the Ages 
 

“The punishments of sin in the world to come, are everlasting separation 
from the comfortable presence of God, and most grievous torments in soul 
and body, without intermission, in hell fire forever.”                                          
�The Westminster Larger Catechism 
 

D. We Deny the Full Beauty of the Gospel  

Revelation 14:11a (NKJV) “And the smoke of their torment ascends forever 
and ever; and they have no rest day or night…”   

Revelation 21:4 (NKJV) “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
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“To appreciate justly and fully the Gospel of eternal salvation, we must 
believe the doctrine of eternal damnation.          �J. L. Dagg 
 
 
“Think lightly of Hell, and you will think lightly of the cross. Think little of 
the sufferings of lost souls, and you will soon think little of the Savior who 
delivers you from them.”                                                                                                                  
�Charles Spurgeon 
 

Sermon # 2:  Here We Stand On the Reality of Hell 
Series: Here We Stand 
Various Scriptures 
 
Dr. D. James Kennedy called the doctrine of Hell the most unpopular subject in the world. I 
would have a hard time arguing with him. The vast majority of our culture rejects the concept 
of a literal Hell as described in the Bible. One of the ways our culture deals with Hell is to 
trivialize or make light of it. One of the ways that our culture trivializes the concept of Hell is 
to use it as a description of hard times or even as a curse word. We say, “My marriage was 
hell” or “Going through that surgery was hell.” I can assure you that no matter how bad your 
marriage was, it wasn’t as bad as Hell. I understand that surgery can be extremely difficult, 
but it is not Hell. In addition to using Hell to describe some earthly trial, we use it as a curse 
word. We say, “hell yes” or “hell no.” When extremely angry, we flippantly tell someone to 
“go to hell.” That de-sensitizes us to the real and awful and literal place. 
Even those of us who believe in a literal Hell should treat it seriously and certainly feel no 
glee over it. We see how God views the judgment of the wicked in Ezekiel 33:11a (NKJV) 
“‘As I live,’ says the Lord God, 'I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.’” Let’s face it, 
Hell isn’t an enjoyable subject. That is why even Bible believing preachers seldom mention 
it, much less preach about it.  
The all too often response of the church, in its desire to be accepted by the culture, is to seek 
to soften or jettison unpopular doctrines such as Hell. I remember a clear example of this 
response of one denomination just a few years ago. In my opinion, one of the greatest hymns 
written in the last 50 years is In Christ Alone. Most everyone here would list that hymn in 
their top 10 favorites. I personally love the line that says, “No power of Hell, no scheme of 
man could ever pluck me from His hand.”  
It turns out the Presbyterian Church (USA) faced a dilemma with this theologically rich 
hymn. They were putting together a new hymnal for their churches and, since so many of 
their people loved and sang this hymn, they thought they could consider adding it to their 
new hymn book. However, there was a line in the song that was causing some real problems 
for the people who were compiling the hymns to put in the new hymnbook. There was a large 
problem with the line from the third stanza that said, “Till on that cross as Jesus died, the 
wrath of God was satisfied.” In this increasingly liberal denomination, the wrath of God was 
no longer acceptable to sing about. To talk about God’s wrath puts us in a counter cultural 
position. The committee charged with the task of putting this hymn book together came up 
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with a solution. They would change the line to, “Till on that cross as Jesus died, the love of 
God was magnified.” Of course, because of copyright laws, they had to have permission 
from the copyright holder. The co-writer of the song, Keith Getty, was the one who had to 
give permission. Keith Getty is not just a writer of songs; he is a committed Christian who 
has a strong knowledge of biblical theology. He refused their request, as well he should have. 
What an example of a church ashamed of the Gospel that includes as a key part the satisfying 
of God’s just wrath through the cross. The Presbyterian Church (USA) hymnal was published 
without the great hymn, In Christ Alone.  
I want you to see the truth about Hell from the Scriptures – not from Dante or The Far Side 
cartoons. I will remind you that our task is to stand on the never changing Word of God and 
not to conform to the culture around us.  
 

I.       The Names for Hell in the Scripture 
Perhaps a good place to start this overview of the doctrine of Hell is to define it. I love the 
simple and yet accurate definitions of the various doctrines that Wayne Grudem gives. He 
defines Hell like this – “Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.” In 
the Bible there are several words that are often translated as “Hell” or are used referring to 
Hell. Let me make something very clear. Each of these names refers to literal places. They 
are not symbolic or a state of mind.  

A.   Sheol 
This Old Testament word is used sixty-five times. The King James Version translated it 
“hell” thirty-one times, “grave” thirty-one times, and “the pit” three times. In more modern 
translations, the Hebrew word is just transliterated – “Sheol.” We see this word in Psalms 
9:17 (NKJV) “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” It is 
also in Isaiah 5:14a (NKJV) “Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth 
beyond measure.”  
Sheol includes the grave, but it is more than the grave. Sheol is simply the place where the 
dead go to be either in torment or bliss. Those who died believing in God’s provision 
(evidenced by their offering of sacrifices through the Jewish sacrificial system) and who 
were then counted as righteous by God went to a place of bliss and were with their ancestors. 
For others Sheol was a dark and foreboding place. We see the contrast in Daniel 12:2 
(NKJV) “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.” The Bible was progressively 
revealed and the Old Testament teaching on Hell or Sheol is not clearly laid out. We get 
much more detail in the New Testament.  

B.   Hades 
In the New Testament we see three names for Hell and one description. The first name we 
will examine is Hades. I believe that Hades and Sheol are the same place. When the Old 
Testament was translated into Greek more than two centuries before the birth of Christ, the 
scholars translated Sheol as “Hades.” When the New Testament quotes an Old Testament 
passage with Sheol in it, it is translated “Hades.”  
Hades, or Sheol in the Old Testament, had two compartments. In the New Testament, those 
compartments are called Abraham’s Bosom and torments. We see these in a story Jesus told 
in Luke 16 about an unbelieving rich man and a believing beggar named Lazarus. Luke 
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16:22-23 (NKJV) “So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, 
he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”  
I cannot be dogmatic about what I am going to share next, but I believe it to be true. I believe 
that the section of Hades called “Abraham’s bosom” no longer exists as a compartment of 
Hades. I think that Ephesians 4:8 which quotes Psalm 68:18 describes some of what Jesus 
was doing during that time His body was in the grave. Ephesians 4:8 (NIV) "When he 
ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." We read in 1 Peter 3:18-
19 (NKJV) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom also He went 
and preached to the spirits in prison.”  
I believe that when His body was in the grave Jesus went to those Old Testament saints and 
preached or proclaimed to them that all the sacrifices were fulfilled in Him and the price has 
now been paid. He told them that the blood of the Holy One had been shed and now they had 
somewhere way better, and then He took them to the Father. 
In the Bible, it does not say of New Testament saints who die that they go to Hades. 2 
Corinthians 5:8 (NKJV) “We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the Lord.” On this side of Calvary, those who die without Christ 
go into Hades (torment) and those who die in Christ go immediately to be “with the Lord.” 

C.   Tartaros 
Tartaros is the Greek word that is translated “Hell” in 2 Peter 2:4 (NKJV) “For if God did 
not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved for judgment.” This verse is the only place in the Bible where this 
word is used. It is a place of incarceration for a special class of especially wicked demons 
who committed sin that is described in Jude 1:6 (NKJV) “And the angels who did not keep 
their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day.” 

D.   Gehenna  
This is the most commonly used word for Hell in the New Testament. It was used twelve 
times in the New Testament and eleven of those times was used by Jesus. Gehenna referred 
to the Valley of Hinnon which was located south of Jerusalem. It was in that valley that the 
people of Judah stooped to new lows under the wicked kings Ahaz and Manasseh when Jews 
sacrificed their own children to the pagan god Molech. Later this valley was turned into the 
garbage dump where refuse and the bodies of executed criminals were burned. The fire was 
kept going to hold down the stench. This horrible place served as an appropriate picture of 
the literal place called Hell.  

E.   The Lake of Fire 
This is a description of the final abode of the unsaved. At the final judgment, all those in 
Hades will be brought up to stand before “The Great White Throne of Judgment.” We read 
about it in Revelation 20:10-14 (NKJV): 

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, 



7 
 

from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no 
place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. 
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and 
Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each 
one according to his works.  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death.  

Only the lost will stand at the Great White Throne. Notice in verse 13b, “And they were 
judged, each one according to his works.” This is not referring to their works being good 
enough that some will escape the Lake of Fire. It speaks of the fact that there are degrees of 
punishment in Hell. I do not understand that because the Bible doesn’t elaborate on it. I think 
that this is the event that Jesus was speaking of in Luke 12:47-48a (NKJV) “And that servant 
who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be 
beaten with many stripes. But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few.”  
 

II.      The Description of Hell  
I want to emphasize that Hell is an actual place. There are four things that describe what is 
happening in Hell. 

A.   Hell Is a Place of Torment 
I know that this is unpleasant to think about but it is reality. In the story Jesus told about the 
rich unbelieving man who died and went to the place of torments in Hades, He said in Luke 
16:24b (NKJV) “… send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.”  
In Revelation 19, 20, and 21, Hell is referred to as “the lake of fire and brimstone.” That 
certainly could be literal fire since the unbelieving dead will have new bodies of some type 
and those new bodies could be constructed by God to not burn up in the flames. If the fire is 
symbolic, there is no break there. The symbol or picture of the real thing is normally not as 
bad as the thing it symbolizes. The classic example is the question, “Which is worse, a 
picture of a forest fire or the actual fire?” If the fire is only symbolic, then the reality would 
seem to be worse than the symbol.  
Erwin Lutzer says this about fire being symbolic: “Another kind of ‘fire’ might be worse 
than literal fire. That is the fire of unfulfilled passion, the fire of desires that are never 
satisfied. Perpetually burning lusts never subside, and the tortured conscience burns but is 
never sated or appeased. Hell, then, is the raw soul joined to an indestructible body, exposed 
to its own sin for eternity.” [Erwin Lutzer, Moody Magazine, May/June 2001, page 22]  

B.   Hell Is a Place of Memory  
The rich man in Luke 16 hears these torturous words in Luke 16:25b (NKJV) “Son, 
remember…” Memories of loved ones; memories of others influenced to take the horrible 
pathway to Hell. “Son, remember.”  
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C.   Hell Is a Place of Hopelessness 
Hell is hopeless because it is eternal. It never ends. A view that is growing in popularity 
today is the annihilationist view. This view has sadly been accepted by some otherwise 
orthodox writers and teachers. There are various views in the annihilationist group. Some say 
that at death unbelievers just cease to exist. If they cease to exist, how are they going to be 
raised to stand before the Great White Throne of Judgment? Others believe that they will be 
punished for a time and then annihilated. That is speculation.  
Read these key verses. Matthew 25:46 (ESV) “And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Hell here seems to last as long as Heaven 
lasts. The word, eternal, referring to punishment and life is the same Greek word. The most 
graphic New Testament statement of the eternality of Hell is Revelation 14:11a (NKJV) 
“And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 
night…” 2 Thessalonians 1:9 (NASB) “These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, 
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.” Daniel 12:2 (NKJV) 
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” There are other verses, but the bottom line is that 
Hell is a place of hopelessness because it never ends.  

D.   Hell Is a Place That Glorifies God 
This is one that will cause some people some problems. What is the glory of God? His glory 
is the sum total of His perfections. Anything or anyone that magnifies or displays any of 
God’s perfections displays God’s glory. Does Hell display any of God’s perfections? Yes! It 
displays His holiness, His justice and His wrath that flow out of His justice. If Hell is not 
real, then we have robbed Jesus of the glory of His love and compassion on us by taking the 
wrath of God in our place. To deny Hell is to cheapen the sacrifice that Jesus made on the 
cross.  
 

III.     What We Deny When We Deny Hell 
I want you to see the consequences of abandoning or denying the orthodox views of Hell. 
Typically, those who used to be orthodox and left the view of the eternality of Hell did so 
based on human emotions. John Stott was a gifted scholar and teacher. His commentary on 
Romans is widely acclaimed as one of the best available, but later in life he  abandoned the 
doctrine of the eternality of Hell. Listen to his reason. “Emotionally, I find the concept [of 
eternal conscious torment] intolerable and do not understand how people can live with it 
without either cauterizing their feelings or cracking under the strain…” [Quoted in a 
sermon by John Piper, Behold the Kindness and Severity of God, Part One, 6-14-92]. 
What do we deny when we deny Hell (the orthodox view of Hell)? 

A.   We Deny the Plain Sense of the Bible 
The Bible is not at all vague when it comes to the existence of a literal Hell. To deny the 
orthodox view of Hell requires a lot of re-defining and re-interpreting. To deny the orthodox 
view of Hell involves taking what is clear in the Bible and making it cloudy. It involves 
interpreting a large number of texts as symbolic rather than literal when there is no 
hermeneutical justification for doing so. What has been called, “the golden rule of 
interpretation” says, “When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense seek no other 
sense.”  
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Jesus had more to say about Hell than anyone else in Scripture. It was Jesus who described 
Hell as containing fire that burns but does not consume. It was Jesus that spoke of the 
foreboding outer darkness in Hell. He described it in Matthew 8:12b (NKJV) as a place 
where, “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Some people seem to forget where 
most of the details of Hell come from. The greatest number of details comes from Jesus. To 
deny the orthodox view of Hell requires me to declare that Jesus was wrong or else I must 
severely distort what He said by making it symbolic.  

B.   We Deny God’s Justice 
Without Hell, there is no justice for Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot (the Cambodian killing fields), or 
Jack the Ripper. When we understand the holiness of God and the justice of God, we begin to 
see the necessity of Hell. The wicked often prosper here and live in luxury. What about 
Galatians 6:7 (NKJV) which says, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap”? Without Hell, that verse makes no sense. If Hell is just 
annihilation, which would be like telling Hitler, “For all your sins and the atrocities you 
carried out, your punishment is to cease consciousness and be annihilated.” That doesn’t 
sound a lot like justice!  Perhaps some would say, “I’m no Hitler or Stalin; I’m not perfect, 
but I’m not that bad.” Ah, but the Bible says of all who are not in Christ in Romans 3:10-12 
(NKJV) “As it is written: ‘There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none who 
understands; there is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; they have 
together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one.’" Our sins that were 
committed in time were against an eternal God. God’s justice calls for an eternal punishment 
for sins against an eternal God.  
Hell will not be an eternal blot on the character of God; it will be an eternal reminder of 
God’s justice. Hell will be an eternal testimony to the sinfulness of man and the justice of 
God. When we deny Hell we deny God’s perfect justice. Nahum 1:3b (NASB) “And the 
Lord will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.”  

C.   We Deny the Clear Teaching of the Church through the Ages 
The orthodox teaching on Hell is the near unanimous teaching of the church throughout 
church history. The Westminster Larger Catechism of the 17th Century gives a good 
summary of what the church has believed throughout the centuries. “The punishments of sin 
in the world to come, are everlasting separation from the comfortable presence of God, and 
most grievous torments in soul and body, without intermission, in hell fire forever.” 

D.   We Deny the Full Beauty of the Gospel 
This is perhaps the greatest consequence of denying the orthodox doctrine of Hell. To deny 
Hell cheapens the Gospel! Look at Revelation 14:11a (NKJV) “And the smoke of their 
torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night…” Listen to the results 
of the Gospel in Revelation 21:4 (NKJV) “And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for 
the former things have passed away."  
The Baptist theologian of long ago, J. L. Dagg said, “To appreciate justly and fully the 
Gospel of eternal salvation we must believe the doctrine of eternal damnation.” [J. L. Dagg, 
quoted in Tim Challies blog 2-11-15]  
Charles Spurgeon said it even better. “Think lightly of Hell, and you will think lightly of the 
cross. Think little of the sufferings of lost souls, and you will soon think little of the Savior 
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who delivers you from them.” [Charles Spurgeon, 2200 Quotations from the Writings 
of Charles H. Spurgeon, page 98] 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
Hell is not up for a vote or revision. To live with the reality of God’s wrath, motivates me to 
live to live in gratitude for God’s love that caused Him to pour out His mercy and grace on 
me. To understand the wrath of God makes me eternally grateful for the bloody cross where 
my Savior died not just to give me life and life more abundantly; He also died that I might 
not have to suffer an eternal literal Hell.  
Keith Getty got it right. “Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.”  

 


