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Message #23                  Matthew 7:7-12 

 

One key secret to a spiritually poor church and Christian and to a spiritually powerless church 

and Christian is found in nine words, eight of which are monosyllabic–“You do not have because 

you do not ask.”  These words are specifically found in James 4:2 and they are the main reasons 

for an ineffective and lack-of-fruit production spiritual life and ministry. 

 

Jesus wanted His disciples to be men of prayer, but He also wanted them to understand that in 

order for prayer to be answered, they needed to be right in their relationship with God, which 

specifically meant they needed to be right in their relationship with other people. 

 

Perhaps the most important word of this section of Scripture is the conjunction “therefore” (ouv), 

which begins verse 12.  This conjunction connects us to the whole context.  This conjunction is 

an inferential conjunction and means consequently or so then (Dana & Mantey, p. 253).  In other 

words, in view of the fact that we are not to judge others (7 :1) without examining our own lives 

and in view of the fact that we have an evil side to us (7:11), we can still expect God to answer 

our prayers if we pray with right attitudes toward Him and toward others. 

 

WHEN WE REACH A POINT WHERE WE TREAT OTHERS AS GOD WANTS US TO 

TREAT THEM, WE CAN  PRAY  TO GOD AND EXPECT GOD WILL ANSWER OUR 

PRAYERS. 

 

When we are making proper judgments concerning ourselves and others, our prayer life will take 

on a whole new dimension.  Jesus Christ wanted His disciples praying, but He wanted them 

praying with a proper spirit.  If they would do this, they could expect to see tremendous answers 

to their prayers. 

 

COMMAND #1 – The command to continually  ask .  7:7a 

 

The verb “ask” is present imperative, meaning this is a command to continually and habitually 

ask God for something.  This is not a one-time prayer; this is a persistent, consistent asking.  The 

actual Greek word “ask” is one that means to request something (G. Abbott-Smith, p. 14).  So 

the command Jesus gives His disciples is that they are to continually make the request to God 

and if they make that request in the proper spirit, the promise is what you are asking for will be 

given to you. 

 

The verb “given” is indicative mood, which means it is a fact that if you ask, you will be given 

what you ask for as long as you are maintaining a proper attitude concerning God, self, and 

others. 

 

Certainly one of the things that one would ask for, in this context, would be the wisdom to 

analyze one’s self accurately and make accurate judgments concerning others. 

 

 



                p. 55 

 

COMMAND #2 – The command to continually  seek .  7:7b 

 

The verb “seek” is also present imperative, meaning this is a command to continually and 

habitually seek for something in prayer to God.  The actual Greek word for “seek” is one that 

means to seek after something in the sense of desiring and searching for something (Smith,  

p. 195). 

 

The command that Jesus is giving to His disciples is that what they truly desire and are searching 

for they are to pray for continually.  And if they do, it is a fact they will find (future indicative) 

what they are desiring, searching and praying for.  Hendricksen says that the seeking involves 

more than just praying, but also involves action.  One should carefully search the Scriptures and 

attend the church services and strive to live in conformity with God’s Word (p. 362).  This is all 

part of a continual seeking of God’s will. 

 

COMMAND #3 – The command to continually  knock .  7:7c 

 

The verb “knock” is also present imperative, meaning this is a command to continually and 

habitually knock.  The Greek word means to strike or knock on a door (Smith, p. 258).  The 

command then is to continually knock on the door of heaven with our prayers.  The promise if 

we do is it is a fact that God will open the doors and answer our prayers (future indicative). 

 

Now the “For” which begins verse 8 gives further reasons to continually pray: 

 

(Reason #1) - Because everyone who continually prays with right  attitudes  will receive the  

                           answer to their prayers.  7:8 

 

Everyone who asks, receives; those who seek, finds; those who knock has the door opened for 

the answer.  This is a tremendous motivation for praying–you will get an answer. 

 

(Reason #2) - Because God is far greater than  human  fathers, who do not play trick games in 

                            answering requests.  7:8-10 

 

The point of these verses is this–God wants His people praying and He is not going to trick them 

with His answers–He will give them what they request. 

 

If a son asks for a loaf of bread, no father in his right mind gives him a stone.  If a son asks for a 

fish, no sane father gives him a snake.  An earthly father will try to give his best to his children.  

If a sinful father gives his children good things, how much more a holy God would give His 

children good things. 

 

God wants His children coming to Him in prayer.  When we do, He will answer! 

 

But now we come to the “therefore” of verse 12.  The only stipulation for all of this being 

implemented is that you treat others properly in accordance with the Word of God. 


