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Message #45             Leviticus 24:10-23 

 

God’s people were to not only see the relevancy of the Word of God; they were expected to 

literally obey it in real life situations.  When we look at this text of Scripture, what we clearly see 

is this: 

 

GOD’S WORD IS TO BE   LITERALLY   APPLIED TO REAL LIFE SITUATIONS 

AND CIRCUMSTANCES EVEN WHEN THE SITUATION DEMANDS JUDGMENT; 

AND THOSE WHO ARE BECOMING HOLY WILL DO THIS. 

 

This point is getting lost today, but a key prerequisite for being holy is making judgments.  In 

other words, we cannot be holy if we are not making judgment calls concerning a variety of 

things.  God expects us to know His Word to the point that we may make judgment calls in every 

area of life and the more we are doing this the holier we are. 

 

CASE #1 – The   fight   between two men.  24:10-16 

 

The situation here is this–a half Israelite/half Egyptian boy (Jewish mother and Egyptian father) 

went out among the Israelites and got into a fight with a full-blooded Israelite (24:10).  We are 

not told what started the fight. 

 

During the course of the fight, the son of the Israelite mother and Egyptian father cursed God.  

Apparently he uttered a curse against Jehovah and took His name in vain.  One writer said taking 

God’s name in vain is using God’s name in a context that does not have a good reason or 

purpose for using His name (Rooker, p. 296). 

 

No one knew what to do about what had happened so they took the boy to Moses for him to 

judge (24:10).  Apparently the circumstances were such that Moses did not know what to do so 

he was taken into custody and secluded until God would reveal to Moses exactly what was to be 

done (24:11-12).  Most times, God revealed to Moses what was to be done in a variety of 

circumstances, but every now and then something would surface and Moses would need deeper 

insight.  Moses was humble enough and smart enough to know he needed God’s help and could 

not figure it out by himself.  There are at least four times in Moses’ leadership when he didn’t 

know what to do: 1) Lev. 24:11-12; 2) Num. 9:6-14; 3) Num. 15:32-36; 4) Num. 27:1-11. 

 

There is nothing wrong with not having all the answers.  There is nothing wrong with saying 

“I don’t know.”  All of life does not fit into some nice system of simple rules and regulations. 

According to verse 13, God ultimately spoke to Moses and here was His verdict: 

 

(Action #1) - The one who cursed God was to be taken outside the camp and   stoned  .  24:14 

 

Now there may be three reasons why all who heard were to lay their hands on his head: 
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Reason #1 - These witnesses were publically verifying they had heard him curse.  This  

                        execution was based on eyewitness account. 

 

Reason #2 - These witnesses were getting rid of their own guilt of hearing the curse by 

                        demonstrating that the one who did it was being punished. 

 

Reason #3 - These witnesses had heard the argument and perhaps fueled it and were now  

                        having to publicly share in the blame of the loss of this boy’s life. 

 

But what we may see from this is that it is not a light thing when God’s people hear others take 

God’s name in vain.  We can become contaminated by what we hear. 

 

(Action #2) - Moses was to warn God’s people not to take God’s name in vain.  24:15-16 

 

Any person who curses God or uses His name in vain shall be put to death. 

 

CASE #2 – The justice required for taking another   person’s   life.  24:17 

 

If a person took another person’s life, the murderer was to be executed.  There is a principle that 

clearly shows up in these laws–the punishment was to be commensurate with the crime. 

 

CASE #3 – The justice required for taking an   animal’s   life.  24:18 

 

The one who takes an animal’s life will make it good by replacing the life of the animal.  

Restitution was to be made for the animal’s life; however, what we do see is that there was more 

value on a human’s life than on an animal’s life, for the taking of an animal’s life did not demand 

the death penalty. 

 

CASE #4 – The justice required for   injuring   a person.  24:19-20 

 

This is a very famous principle which is called “lex talionis”–the law of retaliation. 

 

In a God-honoring society there is no such thing as “no-fault insurance.”  There is fault, there is 

blame, there is responsibility and there is restitution. 

 

In verse 21, God again reiterates the sanctity of life.  By the way, as I understand it, the purpose 

of this punishment was to punish the offender.  Its primary purpose was not to rehabilitate or 

frighten potential criminals (although it would have that affect); it was to punish because this is 

what God wanted done.  As verse 22 says, this was the way society was to be governed because 

God is the LORD our God and this is the way He demands it be governed.  And for one point in 

time, verse 23 says they obeyed God.  They did the right thing, they did the holy thing. 

 

 

 


