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Sermon Text:  1 Peter 1:6-9 
 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11 
 
1Pe 1:6-9  In this you rejoice, though 
now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials,  
(7)  so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.  (8)  Though you have 
not seen him, you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in 
him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory,  (9)  
obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 

 
Christians,  just like the Lord Jesus, are 
grieved at times – often at many times 
– as long as we are in this world. 
Grieving people are the people to 
whom Peter is writing. Believers who 
are suffering “various trials” 
specifically because they are 
Christians. He is showing them, and 
us, how and why we can persevere in 
Christ in spite of being hated by a 
hostile world. 
 
You can see his theme quite clearly – 
 
•   In this you rejoice 
•   Grieved by various trials 
•   Rejoice with joy inexpressible 

 
Let’s just move through these verses 
and take what Peter says phrase by 
phrase. 
 
In THIS You Rejoice 
 
Every pronoun has what is called an 
“antecedent” right. That is to say, what 
is the “this” Peter is referring to? Well, 
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it is what he has just said in the first 5 
verses: 
 
•   We are elect exiles 
•   Chosen 
•   Sanctified 
•   Obedient 
•   Sprinkled 
•   Born again 
•   Possessing a living hope in the 

resurrection of Christ 
•   Heirs of an imperishable, 

undefiled, unfading inheritance 
that the Lord Himself is keeping 
safe for us 

•   Possessors of a faith through 
which we are guarded so that the 
full salvation that is ours is most 
certainly going to be revealed to 
us. It is God’s own power that is 
preserving us and this inheritance 
to come.  

 
So in THIS we can rejoice even while 
we are experiencing the grief of 
present trials. We look ahead. We see 
what is coming. 
 
This is not easy and in face humanly 
speaking it is impossible. I mean, just 
what can we tell someone who is a 
Christian but whose present 
circumstances are just impossible? 
Oppressed, threatened, no money, no 
way of escape, no church to help them, 
we are often hundreds and hundreds of 
miles away. What do you tell a mother 

who is ordered by a judge to return her 
children very weekend for 
unsupervised visitation to her ex-
husband who abused her and sexually 
molested the children? She has no 
money. If she takes the kids and moves 
away she will be imprisoned and the 
children will be given to the wicked 
one. What do you tell her?  
 
Peter points us to this living hope. And 
one of the things we must remind 
ourselves of at such times is…. 
 
For a Little While 
 
“…though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials,” 
 
We also know, because the Lord 
Himself has told us many times in His 
Word that this present life is actually a 
vapor that quickly passes away. That 
this present world is temporal and is 
perishing. That a time is most certainly 
coming when perfect justice will be 
effected and all suffering and grief and 
death and evil will never again exist.  
 
I think that this truth gets easier to 
believe the older we get because we 
see how quickly our present life has 
gone. One day you are 15 years old 
and the next you are 70. It is vital that 
we all get a firm hold on this truth – 
that this present life is “for a little 
while.” 
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In addition, the Lord has a way of 
ending grievous trials much more 
quickly than we might have imagined. 
Suddenly an oppressor falls over dead. 
Deliverance can come in the next 
second if the Lord so chooses and in 
ways we never would have imagined.  
 
…If Necessary – 
 
(7)  so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.   
 
Did you notice that little phrase “if 
necessary”? What does that tell us? It 
assures us that any grievous suffering 
we go through is NOT random or 
meaningless. Rather it is necessary. 
The Lord deems it so. Why? We don’t 
know the details, but Peter does tell us 
that somehow when the Lord brings 
these tests along, and His people 
persevere in faith though tested even 
by fire, praise and glory and honor for 
Christ is the result, especially at the 
time He returns.   
 
Verse 7 seems a bit confusing to me 
here in the ESV, particularly in regard 
to the placement of the hyphens. See 
it? Doesn’t this rendering indicate that 
gold perishes when it is tested by fire? 
Here is the KJV- 

 
1Pe 1:7  That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ: 
 
And the NASB – 
 
1 Peter 1:7 New American Standard 
Bible (NASB) 7 so that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than 
gold which is perishable, even though 
tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ; 
 
And the NIV - 
 
1 Peter 1:7New International Version 
(NIV) 7 These have come so that the 
proven genuineness of your faith—of 
greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by fire—
may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 
The question of course is in regard to 
that same word again – “antecedent.”  
What is the antecedent of the pronoun 
“it”?  The NIV translation takes “it” to 
refer to “gold.”  
 
But we would expect Peter to mean by 
“even though tested by fire” – our 
faith. But whichever meaning is 
correct, the main point is clear. Our 
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faith, when tested even severely, 
always perseveres and brings glory to 
God. This faith is more precious than 
gold because even though gold can be 
refined by fire, it is temporal. It is not 
eternal. Gold will never bring us safely 
into our heavenly home. Faith does.  
 
The thing is amazing. All down 
through history, believers believe. And 
Peter is about to elaborate on this 
mystery – 
 
1Pe 1:8-9  Though you have not seen 
him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory,  (9)  obtaining 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 
 
Peter had SEEN the Lord – even His 
glory - 
 
2Pe 1:17-18  For when he received 
honor and glory from God the Father, 
and the voice was borne to him by the 
Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased,"  
(18)  we ourselves heard this very 
voice borne from heaven, for we were 
with him on the holy mountain. 
 
But these people to whom Peter is 
writing, including us, have not. Yet we 
believe and I think that Peter here is 
marveling at this. Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. Though you do 

not now see him, you believe in him. It 
really is quite incredible, this faith.  
 
Think this through. Do you believe the 
Bible is God’s Word? Do you believe 
Christ came and all that is recorded for 
us in Scripture really happened? Do 
you believe and are you resting your 
future upon the promises of God to 
you in Christ?   
 
Why? 
 
Well, we can think of some reasons, 
but in the end those reasons are not 
compelling to the point where they 
require belief. That is to say, there are 
many things in this world that only a 
crazy person doesn’t believe. Gravity 
and the cellular theory and the fact that 
fleas and rats are involved in spreading 
plague.  
 
But this faith we have, this confident 
reliance upon the promises of God that 
are UNSEEN, is different. You cannot 
look through a microscope or telescope 
and see God. You can’t turn on a video 
and watch Jesus recorded in person. 
Yet we have this faith. We believe. 
And this faith is so certain in us that 
we find ourselves rejoicing with joy 
that is inexpressible.   
 
Ultimately, we cannot explain to 
someone WHY we believe, even when 
our circumstances are really messed 
up. Because in the end, this faith is a 
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precious gift given us by God when He 
regenerates us – 
 
Heb 11:1-40  Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  (2)  
For by it the people of old received 
their commendation.   
 
(3)  By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was not 
made out of things that are visible.   
 
(4)  By faith Abel offered to God a 
more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as 
righteous, God commending him by 
accepting his gifts. And through his 
faith, though he died, he still speaks.  
(5)  By faith Enoch was taken up so 
that he should not see death, and he 
was not found, because God had taken 
him. Now before he was taken he was 
commended as having pleased God.   
 
(6)  And without faith it is 
impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that 
he rewards those who seek him.   
 
(7)  By faith Noah, being warned by 
God concerning events as yet unseen, 
in reverent fear constructed an ark for 
the saving of his household. By this he 
condemned the world and became an 

heir of the righteousness that comes by 
faith.   
(8)  By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to go out to a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance. And 
he went out, not knowing where he 
was going.  (9)  By faith he went to 
live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac 
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise.  (10)  For he was looking 
forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God.   
 
(11)  By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was 
past the age, since she considered him 
faithful who had promised.  (12)  
Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants 
as many as the stars of heaven and as 
many as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore.   
 
(13)  These all died in faith, not 
having received the things promised, 
but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth.   
 
(14)  For people who speak thus make 
it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland.  (15)  If they had been 
thinking of that land from which they 
had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return.  (16)  But as it is, 
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they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for 
he has prepared for them a city.  
(17)  By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was in the 
act of offering up his only son,  (18)  
of whom it was said, "Through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named."  (19)  
He considered that God was able even 
to raise him from the dead, from 
which, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back.   
 
(20)  By faith Isaac invoked future 
blessings on Jacob and Esau.  (21)  By 
faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each 
of the sons of Joseph, bowing in 
worship over the head of his staff.   
 
(22)  By faith Joseph, at the end of his 
life, made mention of the exodus of the 
Israelites and gave directions 
concerning his bones.   
 
(23)  By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hidden for three months by 
his parents, because they saw that the 
child was beautiful, and they were not 
afraid of the king's edict.  (24)  By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter,  (25)  choosing 
rather to be mistreated with the people 
of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin.  (26)  He considered 
the reproach of Christ greater wealth 

than the treasures of Egypt, for he was 
looking to the reward.  (27)  By faith 
he left Egypt, not being afraid of the 
anger of the king, for he endured as 
seeing him who is invisible.  (28)  By 
faith he kept the Passover and 
sprinkled the blood, so that the 
Destroyer of the firstborn might not  
 
touch them.  (29)  By faith the people 
crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but 
the Egyptians, when they attempted to 
do the same, were drowned.   
 
(30)  By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down after they had been encircled for 
seven days.   
 
(31)  By faith Rahab the prostitute did 
not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had given a 
friendly welcome to the spies.   
 
(32)  And what more shall I say? For 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets— (33)  
who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  
(34)  quenched the power of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, were 
made strong out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight.  (35)  Women received back 
their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better 
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life.  (36)  Others suffered mocking 
and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment.  (37)  They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they 
were killed with the sword. They went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, afflicted, mistreated— (38)  
of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and 
mountains, and in dens and caves of 
the earth.   
 
(39)  And all these, though 
commended through their faith, did 
not receive what was promised,  (40)  
since God had provided something 
better for us, that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect. 
 
This. This is what Peter is talking 
about and what he is putting before us 
so that we think on it carefully. This 
faith we have. How it has always been 
tested by the Lord and never, ever 
failed. By our faith Christ is glorified.  
 
And those who have had this faith and 
those who now have it, never perish. 
This faith is ALWAYS victorious.  
 
Filled With the Spirit of Glory 
 
We cannot leave off this morning 
without making careful note of one 
other incredible truth Peter has here for 
us. Did you notice this phrase – 
 

1Pe 1:8-9  Though you have not seen 
him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory,  (9)  obtaining 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 
 
Filled with glory. A joy filled with 
glory. What does that mean? What 
does “glory” mean? I don’t think that I 
fully understand because “glory” in 
Scripture is a HUGE subject with 
several different aspects. But let me 
offer you a suggestion as to what I 
think Peter is getting at here. 
 
In the Old Testament, the “glory of the 
Lord” was the presence of the Lord. 
The shining, holy, blinding presence of 
God – 
 
Exo 24:16  The glory of the LORD 
dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it six days. And on the seventh 
day he called to Moses out of the midst 
of the cloud. 
 
Exo 33:18-22  Moses said, "Please 
show me your glory."  (19)  And he 
said, "I will make all my goodness 
pass before you and will proclaim 
before you my name 'The LORD.' And 
I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy.  (20)  But," 
he said, "you cannot see my face, for 
man shall not see me and live."  (21)  
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And the LORD said, "Behold, there is 
a place by me where you shall stand on 
the rock,  (22)  and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of 
the rock, and I will cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by. 
 
Exo 40:34-35  Then the cloud covered 
the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle.  (35)  
And Moses was not able to enter the 
tent of meeting because the cloud 
settled on it, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. 
 
See it? It is the presence of the Lord, 
glorious and shining. This same 
glorious presence was in Christ (He 
Himself was that glory) but it was 
veiled when He was on this earth. It 
broke through at the Mount of 
Transfiguration.  
 
Well, what Peter is telling us is that the 
joy in the Christian is a  joy that is 
supernatural, that is a product of the 
Holy Spirit who has filled us by His 
presence with the glorious presence of 
God Himself.  Peter will say it again 
later - 
 
1Pe 4:12-14  Beloved, do not be 
surprised at the fiery trial when it 
comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to 
you.  (13)  But rejoice insofar as you 
share Christ's sufferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be glad when his glory 

is revealed.  (14)  If you are insulted 
for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you. 
The Spirit of God is that SAME 
shining, glorious presence that 
sustained Christ in all His sufferings. It 
is the glory WE are going to see in all 
its unveiled fullness when we see the 
outcome of our faith, the full and 
complete salvation of our souls, the 
resurrection of our bodies, and the 
glorious New Heavens and New Earth.  
 
Christians rejoice with a joy that is 
inexpressible – because it is a joy that 
is not of this world, it is a joy that 
comes from heaven, not earth, and so 
we have the same dilemma Paul did in 
regard to this joy – we cannot explain 
it.  
 
You may not realize it. You may not 
have had to experience tremendous 
hardship and suffering yet in your life, 
but you all have experienced and seen 
effects of the curse and the fall and sin. 
Just pick up the newspaper. And if you 
are a Christian standing for Christ, you 
have indeed suffered at the hands of a 
world hostile to Christ.  
 
And yet, still, you believe the gospel. 
You believe God’s Word. You come to 
hear His truth each week and in fact 
you love His Word. You love Him 
though you have not seen Him. You 
don’t spurn the gospel and reject 
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Christ when you see or experience 
evil. Why? Because Christ in His glory 
by His Spirit resides in you and is 
sustaining your faith and joy. You 
KNOW this present world is not 
forever. This is not all there is. The 
real glory is yet to come. And for these 
reasons we can persevere and even 
rejoice with a joy that is inexpressible.  
 
I wish that I had the ability to keep 
every single one of you from suffering. 
I wish I could deliver every one of the 
many, many Christian women we 
know from the cruel abuse they are in 
so they never have to experience it 
again. I cannot. Probably every single 
one of you here are going to go 
through some kind of fiery trial one 
day – it is the nature of this life. All of 
you are going to suffer persecution and 
mockery if you are indeed following 
Christ. 
 
And here is Peter’s assurance to us. 
Our faith will not fail when those times 
come. It may be shaken, it may wane, 
but the Lord will never permit this 
faith, the outcome of which is the 
salvation of our souls, to be 
extinguished by the evil one. Never. 
Can’t happen. And one of the reasons 
the Lord permits hard trials to come 
our way is so that for His praise and 
glory, WE will see in the middle of the 
fire, that inexpressible joy produced by 
a faith that is not of this world. 
 

That is true wealth. 
 
 


