
Original Sin

Romans 5: 12-14

Intro:
We continue this morning in our study in the book of Romans in verses 12-14 of chapter five.
We are considering the subject of “Original Sin”.
Louis Berkhof:
“The sinful state and condition in which men are born is designated in theology by
the name peccatum originale, which is literally translated in the English “original sin.”
“This sin is called “original sin,” 

(1) because it is derived from the original root of the human race; 

(2) because it is present in the life of every individual from the time of his birth, and therefore cannot be 
regarded as the result of imitation; and 

(3) because it is the inward root of all the actual sins that defile the life of man.”

It was not until Augustine that this doctrine was clearly taught in the church!
This doctrine is a corrective of Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism
{Read Baptist confession chapter 6}
Read text:
Romans 5: 12-14
Calvin:
“He now begins to enlarge on the same doctrine, by comparing with it what is of an opposite character.”

Outline:
1} The Origin of Original Sin
2} The Consequence of Original Sin
3} The Universality of Original Sin
4} The Evidence of Original Sin
5} The Reality of Original Sin
6} The Power of Original Sin
7} The Defeat of Original Sin

=====

1} The Origin of Original Sin
Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned: 

Note;
Verses 13-17 form a parenthesis.
Then he returns directly to this subject again in verses 18-19
This also introduces to us the doctrine of “Federal Headship”.
Adam was our Federal Head!
Therefore what he did has effect on all his posterity!



Calvin:
“For since Christ came to redeem us from the calamity into which Adam had fallen, and had 
precipitated all his posterity with him, we cannot see with so much clearness what we have in Christ, 
as by having what we have lost in Adam set before us,”

Read 1 Cor. 15: 21-22

2} The Consequence of Original Sin
Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned: 

See Romans 6: 23

Calvin:
“Sin entered into the world, etc. Observe the order which he keeps here; for he says, that
sin preceded, and that from sin death followed. There are indeed some who contend, that
we are so lost through Adam’s sin, as though we perished through no fault of our own, but
only, because he had sinned for us. But Paul distinctly affirms, that sin extends to all who
suffer its punishment: and this he afterwards more fully declares, when subsequently he
assigns a reason why all the posterity of Adam are subject to the dominion of death; and it
is even this — because we have all, he says, sinned. 

But to sin in this case, is to become corrupt and vicious; for the natural depravity which we bring, from our 
mother’s womb, though it brings not forth immediately its own fruits, is yet sin before God, and deserves his 
vengeance: and this is that sin which they call original. 

For as Adam at his creation had received for us as well as for himself the gifts of God’s favor, so by falling away
from the Lord, he in himself corrupted, vitiated, depraved, and ruined our nature; for having been divested of 
God’s likeness, he could not have generated seed but what was like himself. 

Hence we have all sinned; for we are all imbued with natural corruption, and so are become sinful and wicked.

Frivolous then was the gloss, by which formerly the Pelagians endeavored to elude the words of Paul, and held,
that sin descended by imitation from Adam to the whole human race; for Christ would in this case become only 
the exemplar and not the cause of righteousness.

Besides, we may easily conclude, that he speaks not here of actual sin; for if everyone for
himself contracted guilt, why did Paul form a comparison between Adam and Christ? It
then follows that our innate and hereditary depravity is what is here referred to.”

3} The Universality of Original Sin
Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned: 

1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

4} The Evidence of Original Sin
Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned: 

This is a clear rejection of Pelagianism!



Read 1 John 1: 8-10

5} The Reality of Original Sin
Rom 5:13  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

{Read Genesis 6: 5-6}
This clearly proves the existence of Original sin.
Why?
Because it shows that it is something different from actual transgression! {breaking of commands}
Read Catechism questions 14-17

Q. What about the second part of this verse?
“but sin is not imputed when there is no law.” 

Read 1 John 3: 4
{Romans 4: 15}
Note,
This does not mean that God does not hold men guilty apart from a written law!
Calvin notes:
“But that before the law iniquities were by God imputed to men is evident from the punishment of Cain,
 from the deluge by which the whole world was destroyed,
from the fate of Sodom, and from the plagues inflicted on Pharaoh and Abimelech on account of Abraham, 
and also from the plagues brought on the Egyptians.”

6} The Power of Original Sin
Rom 5:14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam's transgression , who is the figure of him that was to come. 

In other words, they did not break an actual command. But they still sinned, because they were sinners by 
nature!

7} The Defeat of Original Sin
Rom 5:14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

Calvin:
“As then we are all lost through Adam’s sin, so we are restored through Christ’s righteousness: hence 
he calls Adam not inaptly the type of Christ. 

But observe, that Adam is not, said to be the type of sin, nor Christ the type of righteousness, as though they 
led the way only by their example, but that the one is contrasted with the other. 

Observe this, lest you should foolishly go astray with Origen, and be involved in a pernicious error; for he 
reasoned philosophically and profanely on the corruption of mankind, and not only diminished the grace of 
Christ, but nearly obliterated it altogether. The less excusable is
Erasmus, who labors much in palliating a notion so grossly delirious”
Christ came to overthrow the consequence of Adam’s transgression!
This is developed in the remaining verses in this chapter.
Read verses 15-21




