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Making Wise and Godly Choices 

 

Psalm 119:30; Psalm 143:8; Psalm 143:10; Psalm 25:4-5 
 

8-14-11 Sunday morning  

 

POEM:  In Robert Frost's poem, The Road Not Taken, he writes...  
 

    Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

    And sorry I could not travel both 

    And be one traveler, long I stood 
    And looked down one as far as I could 

    To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

     

    Then took the other, as just as fair, 
    And having perhaps the better claim, 

    Because it was grassy and wanted wear, 

    Though as for that the passing there 

    Had worn them really about the same, 

     
    And both that morning equally lay 

    In leaves no step had trodden black. 

    Oh, I kept the first for another day! 

    Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
    I doubted if I should ever come back. 

     

    I shall be telling this with a sigh 

    Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
    Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-- 

    I took the one less traveled by, 

    And that has made all the difference. 

  

POEM: In the little booklet, Bits and Pieces, we read...  
 

There is a choice you have to make, 

In everything you do. 

And you must always keep in mind, 
The choice you make makes you. 

  

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk to you about choices.  

Robert Frost talked about choosing between two roads that were 
before him in his life and then concluded that the road he ultimately 

chose,for him  "made all the difference."  Then, in the last  poem, the 

author underscores the significance of a choice when he concludes, 
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"The choice you make makes you." 

 

That's true isn't it?  Life is about choices—we all make a number of 
choice every single day. Some choices have earthly consequence 

and some choices have eternal consequences. We all have to face 

and deal with the choices we make and often we have to deal in one 

way or another with even the choices others make, because 
sometimes the choices of others can have a huge consequence in our 

life as well as that persons life. However, we need to remember that 

God only holds us accountable for our own choices.  Yes, we may 

sometimes be affected by the choice of another.  We may bare a 
burden because someone else has made a wrong decision; but when it 

comes down to it, our first concern is the choices we make in life: 

"The choice you make makes you." 

 
The choices you make will affect your future, they will affect 

your family, they will affect your finances, they will affect your  

faith.  

 

Let me ask you a question this morning.  When you are confronted 
with a choice, how do you decide what to do in the short term or in the 

long term? What kind of guiding principles do you use in order to come 

to a decision?   

 
In our congregation this morning I am sure I am speaking to those 

who are confronted with making some choices. Choices lead to 

decisions and decisions determine our destiny. So to put it plainly 

every one of us needs to ask ourselves, Am I making wise choices for 
my life? Do the choices I have already made to this point reflect that I 

have made Godly choices or selfish choices?  Here are two simple 

truths I want you to place in your memory bank right at the beginning 

of this message.  

1. Every choice you make has a cost, both earthly and eternal.  
2. Every choice you make has a consequence both earthly and 

eternal.    

 

A large part of the counseling that we as pastors do is focused around 
two particular questions. How can I make wise and Godly choices for 

my life? What can I do about choices I may have already made that 

were not wise or Godly. 

 
Let me give you two things to ponder as you think about the earthly 

and the eternal choices that you are making.  
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I. God Has an Answer for the choice you are facing. 

 

II. God Has a Specific Answer for the choice you are facing. 
 

Look at that again as they look almost the same, but they are not.  

 

I.  GOD HAS AN ANSWER 
 

Wouldn't it be nice if we could just peek into the mind of God for a few 

moments, just to see what He's thinking about us?  Just to know what 

He would have us to do in every situation?  
Have you ever used the phrase when someone has asked you a 

question or you have tried to reason something out, “Let me think 

about that for a while, and then I will give you my answer or then I 

will get back to you.” Have you ever said that or had someone say that 
to you. In other words you are saying I am going to use a process 

called “thinking”. Now I want to share with you something that may 

surprise you, God doesn’t have to use a thought process like you and I 

do to make a choice or to arrive at a decision. God doesn't have to 

think about anything, He knows every thing. But since you and I do 
not know everything we have to make choices and decisions based on 

those choices from imperfect minds rather than a perfect mind like the 

Lord has where He knows all things. The good news however is that 

knowing Him we can come to Him and ask Him and He will enable us 
to make the right choices.     

 

QUOTE: Someone once said, "Has it ever occurred to you that nothing 

has ever occurred to God?" 
 

QUOTE:  John Alexis Edgren, in his book, Fundamentals of Faith, 

wrote, 

 

"God is omniscient.  To God, all things in the past, present and future 
are at all times fully known.  God knows everything that ever was, 

everything that now is and everything that is to be--all that is actual 

and all that is possible.  Therefore God knows in advance all the free 

acts of all free creatures."   
 

If God has an answer about the choices we make, and He wants us to 

know His will; how, then, do we go about finding out? 

  
A. We Must Have a Relationship with God  

 

1. In 1 Cor. 2:16, we read, "For who hath known the mind of the 
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Lord, that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ."  The 

person who knows the Lord is able to find God's will for his life--it's 

because of the relationship he has with Him...it is a Father/son 
relationship.  It says in 1 Cor. 2:12, "Now we have received, not the 

spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 

know the things that are freely given to us of God."  2 Cor. 6:18 

says, "And[I] will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."  In the Gospel of Matthew, the 

Lord poses the question: "Or what man is there of you, whom if his 

son ask bread, will he give him a stone? [10] Or if he ask a fish, will he 

give him a serpent? [11] If ye then, being evil (fallible), know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 

Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask 

him?" (Matthew 7:9-11).  

 
So, then, if we have a relationship, a personal relationship with God, 

we can ask and expect that He will give us the answers we seek.  

You may be here today as one who is looking for answers; you are 

trying to find God's will.  The first thing I would ask you is; do you 

have a relationship with His Son? If you can answer Yes to that 
question you are ready for the specifics in your plan to proceed. If you 

do not know Christ as your Savior that is the place you must begin. 

Jesus said to those who do have a Father-Child relationship with Him,  

"And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. [14] If ye shall ask any thing in my 

name, I will do it" (John 14:13-14 

 

Years ago when times were hard and people had to make do with what 
they had there was a seminary professor by the name of Herbert 

Jackson. Professor Jackson told the story about an old car he owned.  

It would never start without a push.  He would always leave it parked 

on a hill so he could let it roll down the hill and pop the clutch; until 

one day, when he had the hood up to check the oil he happened to 
notice a loose wire. He could see where that loose wire was to go so 

he reconnected the wire, stepped into the car, pushed the starter, and 

to the old professors  astonishment, the engine came to life. 

 
All this time, the problem was nothing but a loose connection. 

 

I believe that's the way it is with many people trying to find the will of 

God for their lives.  They have no connection.  The power is available, 
but they are like the car with a wire that is not connected to the power 

source. 
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Ephes. 1:19 says, "And what is the exceeding greatness of his power 

to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 

power." 
 

Maybe this morning, the only thing you lack in finding God's will is 

having a relationship with Him.  You need to get connected.You must 

have a personal relationship with God in order to know the will of God 
and to have Him reveal His mind to you to enable you to make proper 

choices.  

 

B.  We Must Have a Right Relationship with God 
 

1.  Having a relationship with God is the prerequisite; however having 

a right a relationship with God is essential.  And by a "right-

relationship" we simply mean, "everything is okay between me and 
God."  We could phrase it an up to the present moment 

relationship. You might say, "Everything is great, except one small 

area of my life." Hey, it only takes one small area to keep us from 

receiving something from God.  Psalm 66:18 says, "If I regard iniquity 

in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." Do you recall a part of the 
message last Sunday in which we were talking about God answering 

prayer and that was in connection with that word, “regard” iniquity or 

sin. That does not say “If I have ever sinned God won’t hear me, it is 

saying if I am cherishing, harboring, or hiding a favorite sin or a 
pleasurable sin in my life, then God says If you are trying to play both 

ends against the middle I won’t hear you.  

 

ILLUSTRATION:  Several years ago I was talking to one of our laymen 
about the computers that are used in the space program. Particularly 

as it gets near to the countdown of zero those computers are doing 

hundreds of thousands of calculations in a second and they are doing 

them in sequence. They are making sure all systems are go and there 

are multiple thousands of things that have to work and work in the 
right order. If those computers detect that there is one thing that is 

not working in the right sequence it immediately shuts down the whole 

process until that thing is repaired before it will continue. 

 
We are talking about Making Choices and the decisions that flow from 

those choices.  If we are asking God to help us with our choices, then 

we must first be a relationship with Him; and secondly, we must have 

a right relationship. 
 

That right relationship was captured in the words of the Hymnwriter 

Charles Tindley when he penned those famous words of that Hymn 
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Nothing Between.  Let me read to you some of the phrases of that 

beautiful song.... 

 
Nothing between my soul and the Savior,  

Naught of this worlds elusive dreams,  

I have renounced all sinful pleasure,  

Jesus is mine there’s nothing between.  
 

Nothing between, like worldly pleasure; 

Habits of life, though harmless they seem; 

Must not my heart from Him ever sever; 
He is my all, there's nothing between. 

 

Nothing between, like pride or position; 

Self or friends shall not intervene; 
Though it may cost me much tribulation, 

I am resolved, there's nothing between. 

 Do you see the powerful position that choices play in that type 

of a right relationship with God?  

 
Now here is point number II. 

 

II. GOD HAS AN EXACT ANSWER 

 
People sometimes tend to think that God deals in general terms-that 

He has a moral will, but that everything else is kind of "not too 

specific." Nothing could be further from the truth.  God is very specific 

when it comes to what He wants for us.  Jeremiah 10:23 says, "O 
Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man 

that walketh to direct his steps." 

 

Let me make another statement that I hope will set you to thinking:  

Sometimes making a choice is not about "not knowing," the 
will of God at that moment or for the future; rather it is in 

doing that part of the will of God that you already know at that 

moment.  

 
QUOTE:  Andrew Murray once said, "God reserves the very best 

for those who leave the choice with Him."  

 

If you are confronted with a decision today, let me say, God has the 
answer, and His answer is specific; He will put His finger on it. 

 

ILLUS:  Do you remember the story of Gideon, when he wanted to 
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know whether or not the Lord would use him to deliver Israel?  Gideon 

needed to know for certain that God was in this thing.  He wanted an 

answer that would leave no doubt. So, what did he do?  He put out the 
fleece.  He placed fleece outside the door, and asked the Lord to let 

the ground be dry in the morning and the fleece wet with the dew.  

That's exactly what happened.  Then Gideon reversed the order. He 

asked the Lord to let the fleece be dry and the ground wet.  When he 
woke up in the morning, the fleece was dry and the ground was wet. 

Now, I don't suggest that we draw straws or put out the fleece; 

this is not the way the Lord ordinarily reveals His will. This was 

before the Holy Spirit was poured out in His fullness to indwell us and 
to guide us so let me give you two things that will work: 

 

A. Trust God's Revealed Word 

 
 1. Psalm 119:133 says, "Order my steps in thy Word..."  In 1 

Cor. 2:12, says, "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 

but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things 

that are freely given to us of God."  Often the answer we seek is 

right before our nose.  Psalm 119:105 says, "Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path."  Most of what we want to know 

is found somewhere in the Bible. We have the answers to 

things like love and marriage, home and finances, houses and 

land, borrowing and lending, justice and equity...it's all here. 
 

Remember this statement in making your choices. “What looks good 

to the world may not look good to the Word.  

 
QUOTE: President Woodrow Wilson said of the Bible, "We have 

deprived ourselves of the best there is in the world if we deprive 

ourselves of a knowledge of the Bible."  

 

There is no comparison: the Bible is our best guide. Read it daily. 
Study it often. 

QUOTE: Our former President, Ronald Reagan, said, "Within the covers 

of one single book, the Bible, are all the answers to all the problems 

that face us today--if only we would read and believe."  
 Here's a suggestion.   

 

a. Look up verses: Begin to look up verses in the Bible that address 

your question.  Write them down, read them over and over in the next 
day or so; and ask God to speak to you through them. 

 

b. Memorize a verse:  Find a specific verse and memorize it.  
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Jeremiah 15:16 says, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and 

thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart..." 

 
c. Use a commentary:  Buy yourself a good commentary and see 

what others have said about these verses. If you are computer savy 

get on the Internet and you can download a ton of commentaries and 

materials that will provide you with wonderful commentary and 
insight. If you need to know which ones to download speak to one of 

us pastors and we will be happy to share with you.  Let the Word of 

God speak to your heart. 

 
d. Pray over the verses: Ask God to give you insight and wisdom.  

The Psalmist said, "O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the 

day" (Psalm 119:97).   

 
We are talking about trusting God's revealed word.  He has and 

exact answer for you.  There are 66 books in the Bible, with 1,189 

chapters and 31,102 verses. Surely, we can find an answer to any 

question we have.  Psalm 138:2 says, "I will worship toward thy 

holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving kindness and 
for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy 

name."  

 

Again, as we are talking about Making Choices, we have said that God 
has an answer, and not just any answer; He has an exact answer.  Not 

only do we trust His revealed Word, but finally, we must... 

 

B. Have Faith God Will Answer 
 

1. In Jeremiah 33:3, God said, "Call unto Me and I will answer 

thee."  Now, if God did not mean that, He would not have said it.  

Jeremiah 29:12 says, "Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and 

pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you."  Psalm 145:18 says, "The 
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him 

in truth." 

 

QUOTE:  A. B. Simpson said, "Whatever God has ever done, He 
can do again.  Whatever God has ever done anywhere, He can 

do here, and anything God has done for anyone, He can do for 

you." 

 
 This is why I know that God has an answer for me and for you.  

When it comes to making choices, He has an exact answer, and He will 

answer.  Just because it doesn't happen today or tomorrow, doesn't 
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mean that He won't answer.  God is good for His Word.  He has 

promised those who call upon Him that He will answer.  Hebrews 11:6 

says, "He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." 
 

What am I saying?  I am saying that we need to have faith in God.  

We need to believe Him when He says He will help us and He will 

answer our prayers.  We can do one of two things:  We can make our 
own rules in life and attempt to find our own way (that always makes 

a mess of things), or we can rely on God's Word and trust Him for the 

answers.   

 
MAKING Wise and Godly CHOICES 

 

Let's remember Robert Frost's poem: "There were two roads"--two 

choices.  His choice made all the difference.  And let's not forget the 
little poem, "There is a choice you have to make, In everything 

you do. And you must always keep in mind; The choice you 

make makes you." 

 

Our two points: God Has an Answer and God Has a Specific Answer. 
 

CONCLUSION: When making choices in life, one must know the only 

Person who really has all the answers.  The successful life begins with 

God and continues with God.  Anything less than that is doomed to 
failure.  Let us put our faith in Him, trusting Him for the solutions to all 

our problems and the answers to all our questions. 

 


