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Just some thoughts on baptism. It's been a while since we've had a baptismal service and I
always, it's like we always want more of them. That is the truth and if you're here tonight 
and you know that you have come to faith in Christ and have not been baptized, we trust 
that you'll really take to heart what's going to be shared over the next few minutes, as 
well as what will be enacted and that's what's part of what's going on with the baptism is 
it is a picture in action, it really is.

So I'm not intending on taking a lot of time but I will have you turn to several passages 
with me. You know, I think most of us here that are attending our service tonight and 
many of us have the real interest in our hearts to support the people that are expressing 
their faith and following the Lord through baptism. I do want to say there are a number of
visitors that are with us. We're really glad that you are here and we trust that the Lord will
use everything with our service tonight to truly bless you as well. 

Many of us are aware the New Testament teaches that a relationship with God comes on 
the basis of faith, faith in the person and meritorious work of Jesus Christ. Most of us, I 
think, could cite verses to this effect. Acts 16:31 comes to a lot of our minds, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ," is what Paul and Silas say to that Philippian jailer and his family. 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved." Many other passages, Romans
10, John 3, Ephesians 2, another familiar one, "By grace you were saved through faith 
and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God." That the relationship with God, salvation 
from our sins, is a gift. Galatians 3:26, "For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God." 
How? Through being raised in a Christian church? I mean, that's going to kind of come to
light here tonight. Born into a Christian family? That's how you become a son of God? 
You know me, I like "Family Feud" big buzzer. That would get a big buzzer. No, 
Scripture says plainly, Galatians 3, "For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through 
faith," and faith alone as the Bible teaches.

So Romans 10:10, look with me there. We're going to look at both verses 9 and 10 but 
we're going to look at them in reverse. Are we allowed to do that? The answer is yes, we 
are allowed to do that. Verse 10 says, "For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." And what's being 
taught to us here is that faith is an act of the heart. Do you see that here in this verse? It's 
something that takes place, most fundamentally faith takes place in the heart. Faith is not 
comprised of actions. Actions are an expression of faith but faith finds its root or its 
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source or the spring from the heart and it comes from the spring of both our emotions and
our will, and this is what the Scripture says here, "with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness," or unto being made righteous, that is, being justified is really the thought 
there. 

So it is the case, we are called on to decide to take Christ as our Lord and our Savior and 
part of the heart idea is that it's not just a mental knowledge, amen? It's not just a mental 
assent that you put this together, A plus B equals ba-boom. And mental understanding is 
important, it's necessary but just because one has a mental acknowledgment of the facts 
of what Jesus did is not enough. It's something taking place, a transformation in the heart.
And really, this faith that comes out of the heart is manifested in a love for Christ, a 
treasuring of not just what he did for us in saving us from hell, but we are drawn to the 
beauty and the magnificence of who he is and all of who he is, his very person and work.

So part of the transition from unbelief to belief, to disregarding God and a life 
relationship with God, part of that, coming from darkness to light, hopelessness to 
hopefulness, the Bible gives us so many metaphors and pictures of this, going from 
slavery in sin to slavery to God and in that sense, a freedom unto God. It's not merely a 
matter of ideas or emotions but it includes everything. It includes the whole person and 
therefore the New Testament calls not only for faith in the heart but from this passage 
what else? What else does it call for? It says faith has taken place in the heart and what 
else happens where else in the person or the body? "With the heart man believes unto 
righteousness and with the mouth," don't forget the mouth, "with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation."

We see this really stated more plainly in the preceding verse and that's why we did it in 
reverse. Verse 9 says, "if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus." A little more
direct way of reading that would be, "if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord." 
That is the way it reads. That is what it says. "If you confess with your mouth Jesus is 
Lord and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved."

The Scriptures are teaching us here the fact, and it's not just mechanical idea. You know, 
if somebody is paralyzed and they can't speak, is that going to keep them from 
manifesting or from possessing real faith in Christ? And the obvious answer is no. But 
even for a paralyzed person, what would they be almost dying to do? It's to speak. I 
mean, their desire would be so palpable to want to speak with their mouth to express the 
faith that they have in their heart.

So it really is the case, well Jesus said it this way in Matthew 12:34, he said, "Out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks." Whatever is going on in the heart, if there is 
faith in Christ, this full life discovery that you've come to that you really come to this 
point in a 10 year old, or a 15 year old, or a 13 year old, or an 86 year old, they all have, 
people of all those ages have come to this life and death kind of conclusion and discovery
that they could not live a perfect or good enough life to satisfy God's righteous demands. 
They have come to see with the eyes of their heart that Jesus satisfied those for them and 
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it is something that has arrested their attention. They realize that that is the thing they 
need more than physical life itself. More than anything else. That is genuine faith. There 
is no doubt about it.

And the person that possesses genuine faith in the heart will come out with it, right? They
will want to confess it. And part of the means of confessing it, I'm convinced of this, is 
this matter of baptism and baptism, there are two things I want to leave with us before we
go to the waters of baptism tonight. 1. Baptism is a public expression of faith. As I have 
explained to our young people getting baptized tonight, that on one level baptism is very 
simple. You recognize that you have come to trust Jesus for something that you can never
accomplish on your own, and in so doing, you have received spiritual life from him, and 
those things are going to be actually testified to even by the very mode of baptism. We 
may say a little more about that in a quick second, but the simplistic side is that you're 
with Christ. You have started following Christ, you are with him, and you just want 
everybody to know it. You know, that's what baptism is. You understand that the Lord 
Jesus himself had said that, "If you're going to follow me, this is the next step. This is it." 
So a person that really has Christ in their heart says, "What am I waiting for?"

Do you want to turn with me to Acts 8? It's one of the classic examples of baptism. The 
rustling of the pages I'll take as a yes, you do want to turn to Acts 8. I know you do. 
Baptism simply but also profoundly, is a public expression of faith in Christ. Okay, we're 
going to read, I think we're going to read about seven or eight verses here. Many of us are
familiar with the story. This is Philip and the Ethiopian official, that's what the word 
"eunuch" really refers to. He was like the secretary of the treasury for the nation of 
Ethiopia.

Verse 26 it says, "And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go 
toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 
desert. And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great 
authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, 
and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read 
Esaias the prophet." Let me just quiz you a bit. What part of Isaiah was the Ethiopian 
official reading from? Good job. I didn't expect such a swift and loud and clear answer. 
Very good.

It says in verse 29, "Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this 
chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some man should 
guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him." That's quite a 
whole story here, isn't it? Philip had no idea who this guy was and what was actually 
going on with him in his heart, what he was seeking after, but he was led of the Spirit, the
Bible tells us clearly here.

Verse 32, "The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his 
humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his 
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life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of 
whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened 
his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they 
went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him." We'll stop our reading there.

So this is a story that really does tell us quite a few things but primarily you have 
somebody right then and there, the whole step by step story is given to us: a man hears 
the Gospel of Jesus, he hears it, he's seeking after God, he has the Gospel proclaimed to 
him clearly, and he accepts it, and what's his next step? He's like, "Hey, I want to be 
baptized." 

What is generally lost in our fuller understanding of this passage is that this guy was a 
higher up, right? He wasn't traveling there all by his lonesome. He was there with an 
entourage, you know, servants and drivers and this, that and the other, everybody else 
that was needed in an ancient Middle Eastern trek like that. And for him to say, "I want to
be baptized now," and where they found the closest body of water, that's exactly what he 
did. And that captures the New Testament sense of baptism, is that you don't need this 
extensive theological training. You really don't need a five week course on the whole full 
scope of the significance of baptism. What you need to know is Jesus and your faith in 
him, and once you come to that conclusion, that sense of certainty and confidence, you 
just want everybody to know and baptism is one, is a primary and it is a prescribed means
of publicly expressing our faith.

There are lots of other examples in the book of Acts. Our Lord as he commissioned us, he
commissioned his apostles, his disciples. At the very end of the book of Matthew, he 
said, "Go and make disciples of all the nations, and as you do so, you baptize them in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit." You'll hear those words again this 
evening, I promise you. He goes on to say, "teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you." So part of preaching the Gospel is that from the disciples' earliest 
expectation and understanding that as they would preach the Gospel and when people 
would respond and receive the very message of Christ and receive the life of God's Spirit 
into them as they would turn and believe on Jesus, that the next response that the 
disciples expected for people to have is to be baptized. 

The very first sermon that Peter preaches in the book of Acts, one of the most powerful 
stirring speeches that you'll ever ever come across. Peter preaches to the Jews, the very 
people that crucified Jesus, he preaches powerfully, boldly, unleashed like a lion, the 
truth of Jesus Christ. He gets to the end of his message and they're just kind of left, they 
just don't know what to do, and they actually call out to Peter, the preacher on that day, 
and they say, "What do we do about this?" And what did he say? He said, "Repent. Turn 
from your sins and turn to believe in this Jesus, the Messiah, from Nazareth, and be 
baptized."
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So baptism is important. We do not say that baptism saves people but it is a necessary 
expression of the faith that does save. So do you have that clear? Our classic example, 
somebody who wasn't baptized but we know he went to heaven is who? The thief on the 
cross, right? And that pretty much proves the fact, among other teaching in Scripture, that
baptism is not a saving act but I guarantee you if the thief on the cross, as he had truly 
expressed faith in Christ, if he had somehow gotten off that cross and had been able to get
baptized, he would have. He would have. So the Bible is that clear about it.

The other thing that baptism is, it's a public expression of faith, it's also this kind of 
symbol in action and it does testify as to what it is that one has come to believe in Jesus 
for. Very simply we find this in Romans 6 and there are a couple of different passages 
there. For the sake of time, I'm not actually going to take us there but the Bible is pretty 
clear that there is a picture going on with baptism. It is simple. It's the simple 
proclamation of ones faith in Jesus and at the same time, the very action that is being 
expressed by going down into the water and coming back up out of the water is 
something that represents and pictures what it is that Jesus did for us.

Romans 6:3 says, "Do you now know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death," that is, going down into the water. It's a simple way 
of understanding the picture there. Going down into the water pictures being buried, 
pictures what Jesus did in actually taking upon him the death and the very punishment, 
receiving the outpouring of the wrath of God that was supposed to come down upon you 
and upon me. But the fact that Christ took that death upon himself that we were deserving
of, it was supposed to come on you, but he took it and he died in our place and in so 
doing it signifies that he has put our sin to death, the sin that you and I are most prone 
and most instinctively and naturally inclined to be enslaved to. He has cut the power of it 
by taking it all the way to death and that's what's being taught in baptism.

It says we were "buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life." 
And as each person that's baptized, as they are brought back up out of the water, it's a 
picture, it's symbolizing the new life that we have, not because of baptism but because of 
putting our full and clear implicit trust and faith in what Jesus has done for us. But 
baptism symbolizes, it testifies to the fact that we now have this resurrection life of Jesus 
in us.

Let's go ahead and close in prayer and we'll continue on with baptism tonight.

Father, we thank you for sending us your Son. We thank you for the clear, the simple and
yet powerful transforming message and truth that the Gospel is and that it has come to 
many of us. We thank you that it has come to these three of our young people tonight. 
And Lord, they desire more than anything else to just let it be known that they are with 
you and they are following your Son, the Lord Jesus. We ask for your help in the rest of 
what would be done and said this evening. We ask that you would use what is being said 
and what is being acted out in the hearts of everybody else here, that it would strengthen 
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and encourage and would buttress and support the faith of all who are here. And Lord, 
those that are here that need to take a next step of faith in following Christ whether it's 
baptism or whether it may be something else, Lord, that you would by your Spirit, you 
would communicate that so very clearly to them. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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