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Introduction  

1. Review: An outline of Hebrews 11 

a. The purpose of the faith chapter (10:39) 

b. Faith’s purpose in God's design (11:1–3) 

c. Three saints who pleased God in the antediluvian world (Abel, Enoch, and Noah; vv. 4–7) 

d. Abraham and the hope of better things (vv. 8–16) 

e. Tested faith (vv. 17–19) 

f. Faith persistent in the final hours (Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph (vv. 20–22) 

2. Preview: continuing the outline of Hebrews 11 

a. Faith in the face of opposition (vv. 23–31) 

b. Additional saints approved by faith, whose persistent hope remained fixed on the promises (vv. 

32–39) 

c. The application of the faith chapter (v. 40–12:1, 2) 

3. In dealing with faith in the face of opposition, the focus is turned to Moses. 

a. Although there was 280 years between Joseph and Moses, the Bible jumps from Joseph to Moses 

(Ex. 1:6; 2:1ff). 

b. The faith story in Moses’ life, however, begins with his parents, Amram and Jochebed. 

I. History 

1. Israel in the land of Egypt 

a. Genesis closes with the death of Joseph (1806 B.C.) 

1) Israel enters Egypt in 1876 B.C. 

2) Israel prospered in Egypt until Ahmose defeated the Hyksos in 1556 B.C.: Moses born 1526 B.C. 

b. Israel remained in Egypt for 430 years, growing from a tribe of 70 souls to a nation of 2 million 

souls. 

2. Israel in Egyptian slavery 

a. The Hyksos (1656–1556 B.C.) were Semitic peoples (like the Hebrews) who ruled Egypt for 100 

years. 

b. It is very likely that when the Hyksos were expelled in 1556, the new Egyptian dynasty (the 18
th

) 

began to view the Hebrews as a danger; so they began to enslave them (Ex. 1:8–10). 

c. This tactic backfired as the Israelites only prospered under it (Ex. 1:11, 12). 

3. Another oppression tactic: destroy all the infant boys 

a. The order first went out to the midwives, but the midwives feared God and refused to comply (Ex. 

1:15–21). 

b. When “Planned Parenthood” failed in the Pharaoh’s objective, the command went to all the peo-

ple: if a Hebrew woman gives birth to a boy, throw him in the Nile (Ex. 1:22). 

4. Observe the parallels of Moses to the birth of Christ. 



a. The slaughter of male infants in Bethlehem because of fear that the true Israel (Jesus) might be a 

threat to King Herod of Judah (Matt. 2:13–18). 

b. A Joseph saved Israel (Jesus) in Egypt and, like Moses, delivered him to the promised land (Matt. 

2:13; Hos. 11:1). 

II. The Character of Faith  

1. The god this world, Satan, made another attempt to prevent the fulfillment of Gen. 3:15 by seeking 

to keep the seed of the woman from coming into the world. 

a. This dynasty in Egypt, whatever its motivation, was Satan’s tool at that time. 

b. However, God is sovereign, and He “brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates 

the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all gen-

erations” (Psa. 33:10, 11). 

2. The couple chose to obey God, hiding their infant son for three months, even though it meant diso-

beying the royal directive. 

a. A couple with the courage and boldness of God-wrought faith (Psa. 56:3) 

b. A couple that displayed that faith by fearing God rather than fearing the edict of the king 

c. Faith is not an enemy, however, to lawful means (Acts 27:31). 

3. The motivation for their action described 

a. They saw that the child was “beautiful” (asteios, from the root astu, a city, used only twice—here 

and Acts 7:20); better translated “proper” (KJV) answering to the Hebrew, tov (Ex. 2:2; “God 

saw that it was good,” Gen. 1:9, 12, 21, 25, etc.). 

b. The parents discerned by faith that Moses was marked out by God as special and proper for His 

intended purpose, delivering Israel from Egypt. 

4. They persevered in their faith even when they could no longer hide the child. 

a. It is suggested that the period of three months was the time between mandatory inspections of eve-

ry Hebrew home by Egyptian authorities. 

b. Jochebed, at Amram’s bidding, prepared an ark of bulrushes, committing Moses to God’s care and 

delivering him to the Nile alive and well. 

5. The principle of resisting authority 

a. While the parents were “not afraid of the king’s commandment,” their disobedience was due to 

their fear of God, not any disrespect for human authority (Rom. 13:1, 2; Acts 4:19; 5:29). 

b. They understood the Word of God to Abraham (Gen. 15:13ff), the instruction of Joseph (Gen. 

50:25), and, perhaps, a special word from God to them. 

What This Means for Us  

1. Do you really believe that God will accomplish His will on earth, or do you only hope that He is 

able to get something done—that human resistance is effective against God’s will?  

2. Are you persuaded that God is able to accomplish His purpose in spite of any and every natural or 

super-natural opposition? 

3. Do you fear God more than you fear the threats and opposition of any man (Pro. 29:25)? 


