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Introduction  

1. As we have previously noted, vv. 20–22 are a special division of Hebrews' documenting genuine 

faith in the face of suffering and opposition. 

2. The focus is on the final days of each patriarch.  

3. Each had to overcome some negative influence. 

4. Each focused on the future fulfillment of God’s purpose, not on an immediate expectation. 

5. In Joseph’s case, we are presented with how God was honored in his final days. 

a. True faith is a grace that honors God primarily as it “preserves the soul” (10:39). 

b. A faith that focuses on immediate benefit will appear to honor God only when the benefit is real-

ized. 

c. Faith (as in the prosperity gospel) is self-focused and crashes when expectations fail; faith itself 

will then be blamed the failure.   

I. The Endurance of Faith 

1. The Spirit’s purpose in presenting these cases is to encourage the reader to honor God by steadfast 

and enduring faith in the face of trial. 

a. “Faith is the hupostasis (the structural foundation) of things elpizo (deliverance waited for with 

joy and confidence), the conviction (settled confidence) of the unseen” (v. 1). 

b. As God reveals His plans and purposes, faith responds by resting with confidence on that revela-

tion, even when everything argues against it. 

2. We need to be faithful, not for our own sake, but for the sake of others. 

a. Our natural tendency is to look at things in light of how they affect us, but God places us in our 

situation for the benefit of those around us. 

b. God cares for the hearts of those around us, and He uses our faith to show His care for them. 

II. Joseph’s Life of Faith 

1. The Spirit reveals to us that Joseph valued the blessings of Zion over the wealth and fame that he 

enjoyed in Egypt. 

a. This fact is brought out when he sought to secure his father’s blessing on his sons. 

b. His life in Egypt never dimmed his trust in the promises of God. 

2. It may be seem strange for the Holy Spirit to select this stage of Joseph’s life as the example of his 

faith, but, as we have already stated, a faithful end is what proves faith’s genuineness (Psa. 26:3; 

31:23; 37:3; 89:33; 119: 30; Rev. 17:14).2. Although Jacob’s life was full of the infirmities of the 

flesh, the marks of faith were evident. 

3. Joseph’s whole life testifies to God’s gracious work in preparing him for faithfulness at the end of 

his life. 

a. Joseph was not influenced by the paganism of Egypt in spite of the fact that he had no Bible or 

true spiritual influence there. 



b. Joseph was not embittered by the negative things that plagued him, things that make others to re-

ject the Lord. 

c. Joseph did abandon his covenant relationship to the Lord in the latter years of his elevation to 

power with its privilege, wealth, and luxury. 

d. The details of his life in Egypt reveal his trust, purity, wisdom, understanding, forgiveness, and 

spiritual strength.  

III. Joseph’s Preparation 

1. Genesis 37:2 reads, “These are the generations of Jacob,” but the very next word is “Joseph. . . .”   

a. Israel (Jacob) apparently did not learn the folly of favoritism (v. 3). 

b. This favoritism, however, was God’s means to move Joseph to Egypt, as the verses following ex-

plain. 

c. To prepare Joseph, God gave him two dreams (37:5–11). 

2. Although we cannot point to a specific reference, Joseph’s instructions (Heb. 11:22) would indicate 

that he knew of the Lord’s revelation to Abraham (Gen. 15:13–16). 

3. There is a correlation between Joseph’s experience in Egypt with that of Jesus (Matt. 2:13–15). 

4. A curious text in Revelation 7:1–8 lists Joseph as part of the 144,000 (v. 8). 

What This Means for Us  

1. Only grace enables the heart to adhere to God’s kingdom purpose when the soul is incessantly 

tempted to love the world and all that is in it (1 John 2:15–17).  

2. Hardships and misfortunes do not ruin a person’s life; response in bitterness and anger will (Heb. 

12:15). 

3. Honor and wealth are gifts from God; it is a graceless heart that abuses them to his eternal ruin (Psa. 

62:10). 


