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[081317-1] Luke Series, Luke chapter 9, vss 37-45, The Lunatic Child and the 
Continued Unbelief of Israel – Craig Thurman 
 
The Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) agree by having the lunatic child 
follow the transfiguration of Christ. 
 
(Parallel texts are Mt.17.14-20; Mk.9.14-29) Particularly keep your place in Mark 
chapter 9. 
 
37 ¶  And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were come down 
from the hill,  
 

This hill is the same which is called a mountain in verse 28.  This place is 
otherwise known as the Mount of Transfiguration. And by Luke’s 
accounting, this is now about nine days after Christ’s asking His disciples 
who they say that He is. 
 

much people met him. 
 

met, συνήντησεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of sunanta<w; KJV, to meet (5); 

befall (1 [Acts 20.22]) 
 

Taking into consideration that the Lord Jesus had only chosen three of the 
disciples to attend with Him to the mount to pray, it is His will that 
experience and service is not the same for every Christian.  Three, Peter, 
John and James, had been specially invited to come into the mount to pray, 
and while with the Lord Jesus they were allowed to see the peculiar 
majesty of Christ.   
 

It was the same three which Jesus brought with him when he raise 
Jairus’ daughter from the dead.  And it will be theses which shall be 
taken a little further with Christ into the garden of Gethsemane to 
witness his great sorrow, and the angel strengthening Him.  These 
will be noted for asking the Lord privately of the last things in Mark 
chapter 13.  (Mk.13.33) 
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The other nine were not invited and did not see what these three saw.  
Why were these excluded? The answer to that is probably best left with the 
Lord.  Whatever the answer is, we are certain that they too had a vital 
service to render where they were and a lesson to be learned apart from 
the other three.  But they all should profit in some measure from the 
experiences of the other.  Allow for differences of service and experience.   
 
The nine that remained behind continued attending to the needs of the 
multitudes.  It was during this time that they came into difficulty casting out 
an evil spirit.  So, this account begins with the four, our Lord Jesus and 
three disciples, returning from the mount to rejoin with the other nine. 
  

Mk.9.14 ¶  And when he (Jesus) came to his (other nine) disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, 
and the scribes questioning with them. 
15  And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him. 
16  And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 
                                                                 dispute 
 

question, suzhtei?te, 2ppl. pres. ind. of suzhte<w, sudzeteo; KJV, questioning, 

reasoning, disputing. 

 
37 Ἐγένετο δὲ ἕν τῇ ἑξῆς ἡμέρᾳ κατελθόντων αὐτῶν ἀπὸ τοῦ ὄρους 
συνήντησεν αὐτῷ ὄχλος πολύς 
 
                                             ὄχλου 

38  And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying,  
                                                        people 
 

cried out, ἀνεβόησεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of a]nabao<w, a]na< from 

above, up +  bao<w KJV, to cry;  bao<w, John cried in the wilderness, 

Jesus cried with a loud voice, unclean spirits cried with loud voice, 
and so what one Greek word, a]nabao<w, can express may be said as 

well with several, crying with loud voice,  baw?nta mega<l^ fwn^.  

 
                                           ἐπιβλέψον ἐπὶ   τὸν υἱόν μου  
Master, I beseech thee,       look    upon      my son:       
Mt.17.15  Lord, have mercy on my son …              
Mk.9.17    Master, I have brought unto thee my son … 
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o!ti 

for he is mine only [child] 
                                  only begotten – Mk.9.17  … which hath a dumb spirit … 

 (This son is both dumb and deaf, Mk.9.25) Like the man of 
Gadara, his case is extreme.) 
 
Mt.17.15      … for (o!ti) he is lunatick, and sore vexed:  for [gar, 

instance] ofttimes he falleth into the fire,  and oft into the 
water. 

                     

only child, μονογενής; Luke’s gospel has this in 7.12, only son; 8.42, 
only [daughter]; 9.38, only child; John 5 times with reference to Jesus 
(Jn.1.14, 18; 3.16, 18; 1Jn.4.9); in Hebrews of Isaac in He.11.17: 9 
times altogether. 

 
lunatic, selhnia<zetai, 3ps. pres. ind. of selhnia<zomai; only twice 

in the N.T. and there tss. lunatic (Mt.4.24);  the noun, selh<nh, is 

always tss. moon (9). 
 

O.E.D. lunatic 1. originally, affected with the kind of insanity 
that was supposed to have recurring periods dependent on the 
changes of the moon. 
 
Wm. Tyndale (1534) puts for lunatic, frantick. 
 

Whatever might be said of lunacy, the description which follows in Luke’s 
text reveals that this foul spirit caused the child’s body to frequently to 
come into instant, unpredictable, uncontrollable convulsions. This spirit 
was destroying the life of this child.  Otherwise I cannot say what 
relationship the Greek, selh<nh, tss. moon, has to do with this  lunacy.  

Was it cyclical, waxing and waning manifestations, or some peculiar night-
time affectation as the moon came into view?    

  
38 καὶ ἰδού, ἀνὴρ ἀπὸ τοῦ ὄχλου ἀνεβόησεν λέγων, Διδάσκαλε δέομαί σου 
ἐπιβλέψον ἐπὶ τὸν υἱόν μου ὅτι μονογενής ἐστιν μοί 
 

39  And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he       suddenly       crieth out;  
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                      v.42, devil                                from unawares 
                      & unclean spirit;  
                      Mk.9.25, foul spirit 
 

suddenly, ἐξαίφνης, adv.; compound Gr. e]k from, of, oiut, out of, 

forth + ai@fnhj cf. Gr. noun ai]fni<dioj, N.T. unawares, sudden.  

 
                                                                                       μετὰ ἀφροῦ 
and it teareth him                                     that he foameth again,  
tears him asunder (LXX)                             -       with foaming       - 
convulses, IGNT, J. P. Green Sr.; Gill                 Mk.9.20 wallowed foaming 

 
wallowed, e]kuli<eto, 3ps. 

imper. mid. of  kuli<w; the 

noun form is found in 2Pe.2.22, 
of the sow which returns to her 
wallowing in the mire; So this 
child thrashed about on the 
ground. 

 
Mk.9.18 … and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away …  
                                                                               withers 
 

gnasheth, tri<zei, 3ps. pres. ind. act. of tri<zw; this is 

the only instance of this Gr. in the N.T.; B-D-A-G, a shrill 

cry, creak, gnash, grind; Thayer, to squeak, make a shrill 

cry; to grind or gnash the teeth. 

gnash is otherwise always tss. from the Gr. , 

bru<gmoj (7). 

O.E.D. gnash, 
1. to strike together or ‘grind’ the teeth esp. 

from rage or anguish. 

3. to bite upon, grind the teeth upon. 

pineth, chrai<netai, 3ps. pres. ind. pass. of chrai<nw; 

KJV, to wither (a tree, grass or hand); issue of blood or 

water dried up; earth is ripe; noun, chro<j, also, dry, 

wither. 
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it teareth, σπαράσσει, 3ps. pres. ind. of  spara<ssw; KJV, to tear 

(3), rent (1); form of the word in verse 42 is sunespa<racen, which 

is a thorough tearing; the LXX tss. spara<ssw, as torn asunder 

(2Sa.22.8), and is torn (Jer.4.19) 
 
foameth, ἀφροῦ, noun, gen. sing. of a]fro<j only here in Luke; the 

verb, a[fri<zw, KJV, foameth, foaming.   

 
and bruising him hardly departeth from him. 
                                                holds 
‘And [it, that spirit] bruising him departs hardly [with difficulty] from him. 
                             breaking, crushing (nom. sing. neut. part. pres. act.; the subject) 
                             [devastating] 
 

bruising, συντρῖβον, nom. sing. neut. part. pres. act. of suntri<bw, 

su<n fellow, together, with +  tri<bw (noun, triboj, tss. path); 

suntri<bw, to be bruised (reed, body, Satan), broken (fetters, box, 

heart, bone.  
 
hardly, mo<lij, adv.; cf. also mogi<j; KJV, mo<lij, scarce, hardly, with 

difficulty. 
 
departeth, ἀποχωρεῖ, 3ps. pres. ind. of  a]poxwre<w, a]po< from, since, 

of, off, out of + xwre<w, to receive (Mt.19.11, 12; Mk.2.2), go 

(Mt.15.17), containing (Jn.2.6), to come (2Pe.3.9); KJV tss. depart (3). 
 

Sounds very much like what is called today, epilepsy.  Epilepsy comes from 
the Gr. e]pilhyi<a, from e]pilamba<nw, to seize upon. But remember that 

not all disorders should be attributed to demon possession.   
 

Lesson remarks at Lk.8.29 
‘We want to be careful not to attribute every malady to direct 
demonic activity.  It might be simply because of the corruption of sin.  
People are affected or defected in their minds and bodies. They can 
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be ill in body and mind.  They may suffer diseases, birth defects and 
mental disorders.  Sin has naturally worked many defects in man. 
 

Mt 4:24  And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they 
brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers 
diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with 
devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the 
palsy; and he healed them. 
 

Demon possession can be the cause of blindness, dumbness, 
deafness, insanity, but it might not be. (The man that was born blind 
for the glory of God.  [Jn.9.2, 3]).’ 

 
39 καὶ ἰδού, πνεῦμα λαμβάνει αὐτόν καὶ ἐξαίφνης κράζει καὶ σπαράσσει 
αὐτὸν μετὰ ἀφροῦ καὶ μόγις ἀποχωρεῖ ἀπ᾽ αὐτοῦ συντρῖβον αὐτόν 
 

40  And I besought thy         disciples to cast him out; and they could not. 
                                        [nine]                                               and they were not able. 
                                                                                                                 Mt.17.16  … and they could not cure him. 
 

besought, ἐδεήθην, 1ps. aor. ind. pass. of de<omai; to make request, 

beseech, pray, ask. 

they could [not], ἠδυνήθησαν, 3ppl. aor. ind. of du<namai; to be able, 

capable. 

None of the nine apostles could not prevail against this demon to cast him 

out of the child. 

40 καὶ ἐδεήθην τῶν μαθητῶν σου ἵνα ἐκβάλλωσιν αὐτό καὶ οὐκ 
ἠδυνήθησαν 
 

41  And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son hither. 
Mk.9.20  And they brought him unto him: 
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perverse, διεστραμμένη, nom. fem. sing. part, perf. pass. of 
diastre<fw, dia< by, through, among, by reason of +  stre<fw to 

turn; diastre<fw, KJV, perverse, turned away. 

 
suffer, ἀνέξομαι, 1ps. fut. of a]ne<xomai, a]na< re-, again, above +  

e@xw to hold, possess; KJV, to bear with, forbear; see also, a]noxh<, 

twice, forebearance. 
 
These words of our Lord Jesus are not directed to his little flock, though 
some might suggest that He includes them in this rebuke.  Christ’s remark 
being in the plural is directed to the father and the masses that with him.  
This is a rebuke against these for continuing in unbelief and perverseness to 
the ways of God.  How readily the masses manifested this when once, one 
time, His disciples were unsuccessful to cast out this evil spirit.  Though 
Christ and his disciples had relieved so many of the blind, crippled, maimed, 
and lepers, even raising their dead to live again they doubted Him to be 
the Christ of God for Israel.   That is why Jesus gave such a stern rebuke to 
them.  This was not directed to His disciples.  (cf.Lk.9.20) When we read the 
text of Matthew, 
 

Mt.13.58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief. 

  
This does not mean that their unbelief prevented Him from doing any 
mighty works.  It means that doing mighty works in some places simply 
served no purpose because they did not believe that He was the Christ of 
God.  They didn’t believe Him here, but there is at least one that will, and 
that is the father of this poor child. 
 
The reason that the disciples could not cast out the demon was not because 
of the unbelief of the masses, though they were in unbelief in this instance 
as we shall see.   
 
41 ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ Ἰησοῦς εἶπεν Ὦ γενεὰ ἄπιστος καὶ διεστραμμένη ἕως 
πότε ἔσομαι πρὸς ὑμᾶς καὶ ἀνέξομαι ὑμῶν προσάγαγε ὧδε τὸν υἱόν σου 
 

42  And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him.  
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                                                                                an uncontrollable collapse with            
                                                                                thorough convulsions 
 

threw … down, ἔῤῥηξεν, 3ps. aor. ind. of r[h<gnumi; to rend, burst, 

break, tear, throw down, break forth. 
 
tare, sunespa<racen, 3ps. aor. ind. of suspara<ssw, su<n with, 

together, fellow +  spara<ssw, (v.39, teareth); to thoroughly tear 

(convulse altogether, Thayer). 
 
Mk.9.21  And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. 
                                                                                                               began with him 
 

child, paidio<qen, adv. , since childhood. 

 
22  And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him:  
 

destroy, a]pole<s^, 3ps. aor. subj. act. of a]po<llumi, a]po< since, of, forth, from, out of  +  

o@llumi, LXX, to perish, destroy, ruin, lose, slay. 

 
but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us,                      and        help        us. 
                                                                                                 (him and me)         imperative 
 

thou canst do, du<nasai, 2ps. pres. ind. of du<namai – same in v. 23 which Jesus states 

to this father. 
 
have compassion, splagxnisqei>j, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of splagxni<zomai, 

which is always tss. with the English word compassion; the noun, spla<gxna, KJV, 

tender (1), bowels (9), inward affection (1). 
 
help, boh<qhson, 2ps. aor. imper. act. of bohqe<w; KJV, help (6), succour (2). 

 
23  Jesus said unto him,  If thou canst     believe,      all things are possible to    him that believeth. 
                                                                                                                        able                 the believing 
 

you can, du<nasai, 2ps. pres. ind. of du<namai, to be able. 

 
believe, pisteu?sai, aor. infin. 

 
possible, dunata>, nom. pl. neut. of dunato<j (the verb is du<namai); KJV, possible (13), 

mighty (6), able (10), could (1), strong (3). 
 
that believeth, pisteu<onti, dat. sing. masc. part. pres. of pisteu<w; this verb, 

pisteu<onti, is four times in the N.T. (Ro.1.16; 4.5; 10.4) 
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24  And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief. 

straightway, eu]qe<wj, adv.; cf. also eu]quj, adv.; KJV straightway, immediately, 

forthwith, anon, as soon as, by and by, shortly (3Jn.14). 
 
help, boh<qei, 2ps. pres. imper. act. of bohqe<w (v.22) 

 
25  When Jesus saw that the people came running together,  
 

came running together, e]pisuntre<xei, 3ps. pres. ind. of e]pisuntre<xw, e]pi< toward, 

upon, among +  su<n fellow, together, with + tre<xw to run, to have a course; compare 

tre<xw to run; e]pisuntre<xw to come running together;  katatre<xw to run down; 

suntre<xw to run together; u[potre<xw to run under. 
 

So it appeared that the poor soul would be completely torn asunder by the 
demon, and the father has no other recourse but to Christ. And before the 
people can come completely together our Lord delivers the child from the 
destruction of devil.  He will not satisfy the curiosities of the unbelieving. 
The only faith at the moment in consideration is the faith of this father.  
The masses are faithless.   
 

And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit,  
Mk.9.25 … the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I 
charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 

                                                                                                                 and you may enter no more into him 
 

enter, ei]se<lq^j, 2ps. aor. subj. 

of ei]se<rxomai, giving the 

future aspect against entry: you 
may no more enter into him. 

 

Christ gave a complete, thorough, and permanent command to this foul 
spirit forbidding it to ever to come to this young man again.  The Roman 
centurion of Lk.7.7 knew that in a word his servant should be healed.  The 
man of Gadara instantly as the Word of Christ came into the realm of the 
peace of God.  He instantly got clothed and sat at the feet of Jesus.  What 
peace such words must have brought to both the father and the child.  This 
was no temporal release; it was a lasting and permanent one.  They need 
never fear the recurrence of this affliction again.  This is the deliverance 
which Christ alone brings to His own.  Not only are the elements of the 
waves and the winds brought to calm at His Word, but the soul to which 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

10 
 

Christ speaks peace by the forgiveness of sins is brought to rest before the 
presence of God forever. The threat of eternal punishment is forever 
removed for the children of God. These can never be brought into 
condemnation for sin against God again.  Once we were all under Satan’s 
dark domain, but at the voice of Christ (Jn.5.25) we are instantly delivered 
from among the dead, and at the hearing of the word of the gospel of 
Christ we believe in the Son of God  (Jn.5.24) and come into the peace of 
God.  There is no peace with God for the sinner apart of Jesus Christ.  If 
there is any other peace found it is only temporal.  And if you have it for the 
remaining days of your life it will be gone the moment you close your eyes 
in death.  God will punish with eternal fire every unbelieving soul.  Christ is 
God’s only satisfaction for sin. Will you come to Christ? 
  

26  And the spirit cried, and rent him sore,  and came out of him:  
                                                                   much 

rent, spara<can, nom. sing. neut. part. aor. of spara<ssw; same as Luke employed in 

v.39, teareth. 
 
came out, 3ps. aor. ind. of e]ce<rxomai. 

 

                             nekro<j                                           o!ti   a]pe<qanen 

and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said,            He is dead. 
                               a corpse                                               that  
 

Yes, this young man appeared to be dead.  It was a good day and a good 
way to die!  This was the day in which this one died to self, Satan and the 
world.   
 

27  But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 
 

took, krath<saj, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. act. of krate<w; KJV, to lay hold on, to lay 

hands on, to hold, take. 
 

And like the gospel does to the new-born, regenerated soul, Christ lifted up 
this one by the hand, raised him up, and set him on a whole new course of 
life. 

 
unclean, root a]ka<qatoj; KJV, unclean (28), foul (2) 

 
and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father. 

 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

11 
 

child, pai?da, acc. sing. of pai?j:  
 

pai?j: 

‘servant, δοῦλος, a slave; Mt. 8.7 has the Greek pai?j.  pai?j  is the same word which is used with 

reference to those children two years and younger that Herod had slain in his attempted to kill 
our Lord when He was a baby. (Mt.2.16)  It is used with reference to Eutychus, a young man who 
fell asleep during a long night of preaching by the apostle Paul. (Acts 20.12) pai?j refers to our 

Lord Jesus being in his 30’s, Matthew quotes the prophet Isaiah, Behold my servant, whom I have 
chosen …  pai?j is probably best defined as those being from a very young age through the peak of 
maturity and strength.  It is never used of the aged.  These are all those who fall under the direct 
care and authority of others.   
 
pai?j is a term always used of those who are subordinated to another: a chuld to parents, children 

to elders, a maid to a master, a son to a father or the Son to the Father, and a young man to an 
old man.’  C. Thurman 

 
As Christ delivered this child back to his father whole, so in a type He 
restores every elect child of God to His Heavenly Father whole. The sins of 
His people are forgiven and His righteousness is imputed to their account. 
They shall never be affected in this manner by the adversary, Satan again. 
From this blessed restoration there is no fall. 
 

Mt.17.18 … and the child was cured from that very hour. 
Mk.9.28  And when he [Jesus]was come into the house,  
Mt.17.19  Then came the     disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 
                                          [nine] 
 

It is the nine which ask this question.  The other three were not involved 
and therefore has no real sense of a need to ask this question.  This may 
have been the seed of the schism which arises in the next Scriptures 
(vss.46-48), which of them should be greatest.  Peter, John and James may 
have thought that had they been here this would never have happened. 
And they are certainly specially taken aside to witness what other are not.  
 

20  And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:  
 

It is very likely that when the disciples saw the tragic state of this child that 
they doubted in themselves whether God could help one of such terrible an 
affliction. Perhaps they thought this exceeded the tragic circumstances of 
the demoniac of Gadara. 

 
for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
21  Howbeit (Gr. de<) this kind (Gr. ge<noj, kind of spirit) goeth not out but by prayer and fasting. 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

12 
 

 

In the beginning of this chapter (9.1, … power and authority over all devils, 
and to cure diseases.) we noted that the disciples would incurr difficulty, 
not because they lacked authority or power over the devils, but because 
their faith needed perfecting. Faith works.  So says James. 
 

Jas 2:18  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my 
works. 
 

Personal faith will do what is necessary to accomplish the will of God.  The 
disciples’ greatest obstacle, apart from the will of God, was their own 
unbelief. So it is for us.  If we understand that is it the will of God that we 
do something we should be able to face every obstacle and see it through 
to is end.  No Christian is without obstacles.  Obstacles can be of our own 
dificiencies or faults and they come from others, the world and our 
brethren, from both the seen and the unseen world. 
 
Paul the apostle knew that it was the will of God to go out as an apostle to 
the gentiles, though often the gentiles failed to help him in many of the 
basic needs that he came into during his service for them.  Faith taught him 
to see how God would provide when reason said he could not possibly 
succeed. He wrote to the Philippians church: 
 

Phl.1.12  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 
every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

Paul believed God. And He found God faithful.  
 

42 ἔτι δὲ προσερχομένου αὐτοῦ ἔῤῥηξεν αὐτὸν τὸ δαιμόνιον καὶ 
συνεσπάραξεν ἐπετίμησεν δὲ ὁ Ἰησοῦς τῷ πνεύματι τῷ ἀκαθάρτῳ καὶ 
ἰάσατο τὸν παῖδα καὶ ἀπέδωκεν αὐτὸν τῷ πατρὶ αὐτοῦ 
 

43 ¶  And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God.  
                                            smitten 
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were amazed, ἐξεπλήσσοντο, 3ppl. imperf. pass. of e]kplh<ssw, e]k 

out, out of, from, forth  +  plh<ssw smitten (Re.8.12; often the same 

in the LXX); e]kplh<ssw, KJV, astonished, amazed. 

 
mighty power, μεγαλειότητι, which the apostle Peter called majesty, 
which referred to the transfiguration of Christ in verse 29. 

 
But while they wondered                every one at all things which Jesus did,  
                           marveled, admired 
 

wondered, θαυμαζόντων, gen. pl. masc. pres. of qauma<zw; KJV, to 

marvel, wonder, admire. 
 
he said unto his disciples, 
 

43 ἐξεπλήσσοντο δὲ πάντες ἐπὶ τῇ μεγαλειότητι τοῦ θεοῦ Πάντων δὲ 
θαυμαζόντων ἐπὶ πᾶσιν οἷς ἐποίησεν ὁ Ἰησοῦς, εἶπεν πρὸς τοὺς μαθητὰς 
αὐτοῦ 
 

44  Let these sayings     sink down      into your ears:  
                                      become settled 
  

let sink down, Θέσθε, 2ppl. aor. imper. mid. of ti<qhmi; KJV, to put, 

make, appoint, lay, lay down, settle, lay, aside, commit, ordain, set 
purpose. 
 
ears, ὦτα, acc. pl. of ou#j; always tss. with the English word ear. 

 
for the Son of man   shall        be delivered                              into the hands of men. 
                                  is about   to be delivered (pres. inf. pass.) 
 

shall, μέλλει, 3ps. pres. ind.; ‘to do’ affected by the verb tense, in this 
case παραδίδοσθαι, which is pres. infin. pass. 
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44 Θέσθε ὑμεῖς εἰς τὰ ὦτα ὑμῶν τοὺς λόγους τούτους ὁ γὰρ υἱὸς τοῦ 
ἀνθρώπου μέλλει παραδίδοσθαι εἰς χεῖρας ἀνθρώπων 
 

45  But they understood not this saying, and it was          hid              from them,  
                     were ignorant                                             hidden, concealed 
 

understood not, ἠγνόουν, 3ppl. imperf. of a]gnoe<w; unknowing, 

ignorance, not understanding. 
 

hid, παρακεκαλυμμένον, nom. sing. neut. part. perf. pass. of  
parakalu<ptw, para< by, from near, with +  kalu<ptw KJV, cover, 

hide; completely, perfectly concealed. 
    ἵνα 
    that          they       perceived    it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying. 
in order that        should perceive  
 

perceived, αἴσθωνται, 3ppl. aor. subj. mid. of ai]sqa<nomai; only this 

once by Luke; some tss. of LXX are perceive (Job 23.5; Pv.24.14), 
understand (Pv.17.10):like, to detect. 
 

First, not knowing the truth does not alter it.  The disciples did not know 
that Jesus must die.  This truth was kept from the disciples by the Lord.  On 
account of this they can only act according to that which they knew.  The 
disciples did not know that Christ must die, therefore they could not be 
charged with preparing themselves against that day.  But, for us, since we 
know that Christ’s coming must be very soon we should be prepared for 
that day. If the believing are ignorant of His second coming it is not because 
the Lord hid it from them.  How often the return of Christ is recorded in 
Scripture.  Wilful ignorance does not alter the truth.  
 
Read the disciples’ reaction to Christ dying in vss. 52-56 
  
The unbelief of the masses would be used of God to bring about the 
crucifixtion of Christ on a cross in the days ahead.  The disciples thought 
that Christ should take the throne of His father David and rule over Israel, 
and from here rule over the world.   
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Lk.22.38  And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he 
said unto them, It is enough. 

 
But to the contrary, Jesus came to die in His first coming.   
 

Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 

 
He came to save His people from their sins.  He came to redeem the elect 
of God from their fall in sin.  The disciples had an imperfect knowledge of 
the will of God concerning Christ (His first and second comings), and they 
had an imperfect knowledge of the timing of God’s will for the kingdom to 
come. The Word of God that we now possess have given us the knowledge 
that we need to be prepared for the things that are before us. 
  
Today’s text taught us, first, to help the lunatic young man required more 
of a demonstration of faith on the part of the disciples.  Faith works.  It is 
more than a mental ascent, feeling good, positive thinking.  Faith impels us 
to do whatever is takes according to the Word of God to accomplish what 
we know to be the will of God.  In this instance what more could have been 
done to help this poor soul but prayer and fasting?  It is in this way that God 
receives all of the glory, not man. 
 
Second, the masses are in unbelief.  They will bless you name one day and 
curse it the next, depending on what they approve of by the natural reason. 
 
And third, Jesus came to die in His first coming.   He will come in His second 
to reign.  Sinners are to repent and believe in Jesus Christ.  Christians are to 
live prepared for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Are we prepared for 
that day? 

 
45 οἱ δὲ ἠγνόουν τὸ ῥῆμα τοῦτο καὶ ἦν παρακεκαλυμμένον ἀπ᾽ αὐτῶν ἵνα μὴ 

αἴσθωνται αὐτό καὶ ἐφοβοῦντο ἐρωτῆσαι αὐτὸν περὶ τοῦ ῥήματος τούτου 
 


