
WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 1 TIMOTHY 2:11-15 AUGUST 14, 2016 

I. The Context: The Household of God in Worship (2:1, 8; 3:14-15) 

II. The Positive: Women Are to Learn (2:11) 

A. A Countercultural Command 

B. How to Learn: Quietly (2:2, 11-12; cf. 1 Cor 14:34) and with All Submissiveness (Luke 10:38-42) 

III. The Negative: Women Forbidden to Teach or Exercise Authority (2:12) 

A. Qualification: Women Are to Teach in Some Circumstances (Col 3:16; Acts 18:26; 2 Tim 1:5; Titus 2:3-5) 

B. Women Are Not Given the Authority or Teaching Function of Elders (3:1-7; 1 Cor 14:33-35) 

IV. The Rationale (2:13-14) 

A. Roles Before the Fall (Gen 2:18-24; 1 Cor 11:7-10) 

B. Broken Roles in the Fall (Gen 3:1-13; Rom 5:12-21) 

V. The Positive Role: “Childbearing” (2:15) 

A. Childbearing as Synecdoche for the Woman’s Unique Role of Motherhood (Gen 3:15-16; 1 Tim 5:10, 14-15) 

B. Fulfilling the Role in Faith, Love, Holiness, and Self-Control 

“The denial of complementarianism undermines the church’s practical embrace of the authority of Scripture (thus 

eventually and inevitably harming the church’s witness to the Gospel). The gymnastics required to get from “I do not allow 

a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man,” in the Bible, to “I do allow a woman to teach and to exercise 

authority over a man” in the actual practice of the local church, are devastating to the functional authority of the Scripture 

in the life of the people of God.” –J. Ligon Duncan 

“In short, the natural reading of the passage is that Paul here prohibits women from serving as pastors or elders in the 

church, because he does not permit women to teach or exercise authority over men. This has been the church’s 

understanding of this passage for almost two millennia and was not seriously questioned until the advent of modern 

feminism in the 1960s.” –Andreas Köstenberger 

After surveying all the historical and modern interpretations of 1 Tim 2:15 and making the exegetical case for his view, 

Köstenberger concludes: “We may therefore conclude that 1 Tim 2:15 may best be rendered in the following way: ‘She (i.e., 

the woman) escapes (or is preserved; gnomic future) [from Satan] by way of procreation (i.e., having a family).’ Moreover, 

in line with 1 Tim 5:14, one should view procreation as merely the core of the woman’s responsibility that also entails, not 

merely the bearing, but also the raising of children, as well as managing the home (synecdoche; cf. also Titus 2:4-5). The 

sense of the injunction in the present passage is thus that women can expect to escape Satan under the condition of 

adhering to their God-ordained role centering around the natural household.” — Andreas Köstenberger, “Ascertaining 

Women’s God-Ordained Roles: An Interpretation of 1 Timothy 2:15,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 7 (1997): 142. 

Reflection Questions (for personal reflection and family conversation): 

1. How do you usually respond to Scriptural teaching that goes against current cultural norms? 

2. What are the reasons given for why women are forbidden to teach or exercise authority in the church? What faulty 

reasons are not given here for this distinction of roles? 

3. Do distinct roles in the home and church undermine the inherent value of women? Or is it possible that by fulfilling 

distinct roles men and women each show their unique value and contribution? 


