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Turn to our text this morning, the text will be found in Romans 5:20

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how gracious and holy thou art. I pray, O Lord, now in this hour 
that thou would attend this time with thy power and indeed thy grace, thy grace, O Lord, 
to call us away from our thoughts of this life whatever they may be, the ailments we may 
have, the sins that so easily beset us. Lord, magnify thy name and thy grace this hour and 
the hour to come. Lord, may you undertake for me that you be the power, may it be your 
power, your clarity, your voice, O Lord, and may you truly reign this day in the souls of 
thy people. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

The text is Romans 5:20, "Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound." I've thought many times over the 
past few weeks of what truly the Gospel is and I asked the Lord to show me a text that 
would put forth what the Gospel is. It's my desire today to speak of the Gospel that's in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As he led me to this text, this passage, "but where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound," it's the cream of the Gospel. It's the very essence of the 
Gospel. It's the very lifeblood of the Gospel. But in order for it to be in the child of God's 
life, he must be shown that sin abounds. He must be shown what he is without Christ's 
grace, what he is capable of on a daily basis, what he is without the anointing of grace 
upon him, without Christ's light shining in his soul.

As I read what Paul had to say here, it is obvious that Paul understood the necessity of the 
Spirit's work to reveal sin to the child of God; to reveal to the child of God of his dire 
need for his Savior. Those who are unlearned, those who wrest with the Scriptures, would 
come to a place like this and would say, "Okay, if sin abounds that way and grace 
abounds more abundantly, then I must sin. I must live in sin. I must continue in sin." And 
Paul addresses that in the next chapter where he says, "God forbid, God forbid such a 
thought in our minds." And you may sit there today in that seat and you may think that 
that thought never has come across your mind; that you think, "Well, sin is not...I don't 
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have to worry about that. Or sin is something that, it's not hated." I think about the depth 
of how the Lord's grace goes to his children to bring them to see what sinners they are 
and in order for that to take place, the purpose of that in taking place is to reveal what a 
great salvation we have in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Man today, as I said, a lot of religious men, may come to that thought and say, "Well, 
then it's okay to live in sin." And we don't go out and say that, we don't go out to one 
another and go, "Oh, sinning is okay." I told you many times from up here, when I had 
prickings in early years in my life, real early years, and I would go to my parents who, as 
I've told you many times, I was raised in an arminian house and I was raised in the 
Methodist church and when I went to my mom, not as much my dad, but to my mom and 
I had those prickings of sin and I'd say, "You know, I'm really worried about this," I was 
told then that God doesn't care about that sin. It's okay. It's okay. And what that does is it 
gives you a false understanding of what sin really is; that sin is just winked at; that the 
Lord doesn't punish sin; that he doesn't hate sin; that he's not as far as from the east is to 
the west from sin. Then that thought gets in our minds and we start to believe that it's 
okay to live in sin and it's okay that as we struggle with things, that to make light of sin. 
To say, "Oh well, that's just the way that I am. Oh, that's just something I struggle with. 
Oh, that's just who I am." And those kind of comments, we justify them and we justify 
them coming out of us and just go, "Well, you've got to accept me for the way I am 
because that is what I am." Think about that a moment in light of how God looks at sin. 
Do we have a healthy understanding of what sin is and how it affects you and I if we be 
God's children? How does sin...what part does it play in your life on a daily basis? 
Because there are those who believe that they live above sin and that sin isn't something 
that we struggle with every day. 

But Paul says something right here, as I said, it's the glorious cream of the Gospel, 
"where sin abounded, grace did much more abound," because for the child of God, the 
poor sinner whose been convinced of sin by the Holy Ghost, convinced of the 
righteousness of Christ by the Holy Ghost, convinced of the judgment of God by the 
Holy Ghost, knows and has been shown the wickedness and the evilness of sin. And as I 
tell you, I'm not standing up here to depress you. I'm not standing up here to sit here and 
go, "Oh, it's a message on sin," because it's not. It's a great message on the Gospel and the 
depth of the Gospel and what Christ has undertaken and what Christ has done for his 
children because if reading that verse, if that text doesn't come out and arrest you, "where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound," and every day in our life, sin abounds and if 
you don't believe it, look at your body. Your body breaks down on a daily basis because 
of sin in its members. We aren't going to live forever in this body. This body has its days 
numbered and the Lord knows the number of those days, but if you're like me, you get up 
on certain days or in the middle of the night and your body is afflicted and what do you 
write that off to? The fact of the matter, Paul tells us in Romans that sin reigns in these 
mortal bodies; that it attacks this body. And the thoughts of unbelief and the thoughts of 
fear and the thoughts of torment and the thoughts of all of these things that come into our 
mind and us running with them, that's where the sin is. The thoughts of our mind of not 
believing in the finished work of Christ; that grace does much more abound than sin.
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That's the glory of the Gospel but the Lord for his children by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, they feel the guilt of sin upon their conscience and it can only be cleansed by him 
and they are brought to cry out for their Savior because they've been brought to see that 
grace does abound, grace is greater than all of our sin, grace is greater than the infirmity 
that we have, grace is greater because of the affliction, grace is greater over the 
circumstance or the trial that we're in, and the Lord in his faithfulness exercises the child 
of God over and over in that and he brings the child of God to a great godly sorrow over 
sin. The work of God in the soul, the Holy Spirit in the soul is not to look at sin and go, 
"Well, it is what it is and it's just a sin and, you know, I hope I'm delivered from it. Oh, I 
hope this is just something I live with." That's not the work of the Holy Ghost. The work 
of the Holy Ghost is to convict you, to convince you that you're a sinner and to cause you 
to cry out to the Lord to deliver you from that sin, to deliver you from the bondage of that 
sin, the life of it reigning over you, and he brings you to cry out in godly sorrow and 
repentance because as Paul tells us in Romans 2, it is the goodness of God that leads us to 
repentance. 

It's the goodness of God to reveal what we are and the warfare that we have and the 
plague that plagues us. Many of us understand the anxiety that we get if we go to the 
doctor for something and the doctor doesn't help us any, and whatever diagnosis they 
give, we're right back in the same boat two days later and we're right back and we're 
wondering what is it, what is it, and our mind, Satan starts to play in our mind and we 
start to wonder, "What is it that I have? What affliction do I have? Why is it nobody 
knows?" But for the child of God, the Lord has revealed it by his Spirit that our struggle 
is with sin; that we are plagued with sin. And not only has he revealed what the plague is, 
he's revealed the remedy, that daily there is a fountain that the child of God is brought to 
bathe in and it's the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that cleanses us from all 
unrighteousness and it's the power of the Holy Ghost to show us that we are clothed in 
the righteousness of Christ, in the righteousness of another and not our own. 

That is a great work of the Holy Ghost and that's what I hope today that the Holy Spirit 
impresses upon us, "where sin abounded." But, you see, the whole important part of that 
is, is that the Lord has to reveal to you that sin has abounded in your life and I'm not 
talking about way back then, although we'll look at some times like that, but we're talking 
about on a daily basis, on times that we're given over to listen to the enticements of Satan, 
the enticements of the world, the flesh rising up and saying, "Do this. Do this." Do you 
ever have remorse over those actions? And if you do, it's because grace has abounded 
over that sin by the power of the Holy Ghost revealing to you that it is sin. Now, this is a 
foreign message if that hasn't happened. If sin is just an animal that doesn't affect your 
soul and doesn't affect who you are and it's something you believe you were cleansed 
from a long time ago and you don't have a problem with it today, you're not going to 
understand anything that the Scriptures say today about it.

But let's read a little further here. We started our text, "Moreover the law entered, that the 
offence might abound." We'll say more about that in a minute, "But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death." Do you know what 
that tells me? That sin is going to be in the members of this body up here until the day 
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that I die and if that's all that verse said, that would be awfully depressing, and if that's all 
that the word of God testified of and if that's all you hear me say today and you sit there 
and go, "Oh, it's a message on sin." It's not a message on sin, it's a message on a 
victorious risen Savior who has paid the penalty for our sin because grace has abounded.

"As sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness," of 
another, of Christ, "unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." Grace reigns in the child 
of God's life. There are days you won't feel that. There are mornings you won't feel that. 
There are times in the middle of the night you won't feel that until the Lord is revealed to 
you in your soul. The times that he hides his face from the child of God to reveal the 
depth of how far they go or how far they can go or how much we are dependent upon 
him, is also in the plan of his depth of grace to reveal our need for a Savior who has 
performed all things for us; who has undertaken for us.

Paul says, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?" 
And that's the question. Do we look at sin that way, "Hey, you know, if I just keep 
sinning this way, God will come with grace because that guy there says he's faithful." Is 
that a thought in your mind? "Well, I'll just live this way. There's a pricking in me that 
tells me it's wrong, maybe it's some morality code. I don't know what it is but there's 
something telling me it's wrong but, you know, grace saves to the uttermost." That's 
called presuming upon grace. Where is the sorrow for that life that you lead? That 
waywardness that you walk? That desire? That inordinate desire you have for the world? 
Where is the conviction of sin? Is there a conviction of sin? If there isn't, grace will not 
reign because where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. You see, they work 
hand-in-hand. What is grace abounding in your life over if it's not sin?

"God forbid," Paul says. "O God, forbid it." Forbid that this thought would be in our 
mind that we continue in sin that grace may abound. "How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?" You say, "Dead to sin? How can I be dead to sin? I feel sin 
every day." Well, he tells us how. We get this very beautiful picture of baptism but – now 
listen – it's deeper than a picture, it's what we are in Christ; it's how we're dead with 
Christ; how we're risen with Christ; how we have the resurrection life of Christ in us. But 
we are partaking in his death. What was his death all about? And we're going to talk 
about that here in a moment. I'm going to tell you what it was about, I'm going to tell you 
about where sin abounded in his death but grace did much more abound.

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life." This is the resurrection life that the child of God has in his risen Lord, in 
the grace abounding over sin. I pray to God now in this hour, that he reveals to you all 
throughout all of these Scriptures that we look at today, how grace abounds in the child 
of God's life; how he's not pinned down by sin; how he is set free in the Gospel of the 
finished work of Christ; how he is set free by the grace that's found only in Christ. Not by 
works lest you should boast. Not by your obedience. Not by your stature. Not by your 
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name. Not by you that willeth. Not by you that runneth. But of him that shows mercy 
upon your soul by the revelation of the grace of his Son in his finished work.

"For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death." Have you? Have you 
died with Christ? And if you can answer the affirmative in that, that means something to 
you, it means the Holy Spirit is testifying to you right now what you are dead to. What 
are you dead to? What did you die to? Have you died to the world? Have you died to its 
allurements? Have you died to sin reigning over you? Have you died to what's evil in 
your life or does it reign? Because Christ, if we are buried with him, he defeated all of 
those things I just mentioned in everything that's contrary to himself. Every 
stumblingblock, every roadblock, every sin that so easily besets us, he has paid the price 
for that.

"For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be destroyed." Yes, dear ones, that is coming one day, but do you know 
what? We don't have to wait for that one day and do you know why? Because of the 
power of the resurrection life that the Holy Spirit reveals to his children in this life as he 
prepares them for the life to come. We must experience the resurrection of Christ in our 
soul in this life and there are those glimpses, there is that time. It's the day of the Lord's 
power. He comes to your soul and he lifts you above that sin and puts that sin down, 
mortifies that sin and shows you that his blood has covered it; shows you that he stood in 
your place; shows you that he is the perfect surety. Those are the days where we see 
where we are triumphant. Those are the hours where Christ is exalted in our life and if 
you haven't experienced this, you must be looking at me like I'm crazy. It's not a mindset, 
it's not a happy place, it's resurrection life. And as dead as I was when I walked up here, I 
feel it. I feel it now. I feel it because he is faithful. He is faithful to reveal life in himself.

"For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ," are you dead with 
Christ, "we believe that we shall also live with him." And I must add: death, where is 
your sting? Death, where is your victory if I am dead with Christ and risen with him and I 
live today by the faith of the Son? Where is the victory of death? Where is the victory of 
the afflictions? Where is the victory of sin? Where is the victory of Satan? Where is the 
victory of my flesh? There is no victory but in the Lord Jesus Christ and in his finished 
work.

"Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God. Likewise reckon," reason it. I mean, listen, we can get a long way with 
reason but at the same time, Paul is just saying, "Listen, this is the glory of the Gospel." 
Is it true to you? Is it true to you sitting in that seat? Have you been set free from the 
bondage of death and sin? Have you been set free from the bondage of Satan and the 
tyranny of Satan and this warfare in this flesh? Have you experienced victorious Christ 
rising from the dead? Have you experienced the resurrection life of Christ? Reckon it. 
Has it happened? Can you reason that? Can you look in your life and see where the Lord 
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has been faithful? Can you look at it and say....or are you sitting there and saying, "I'm 
not sure"?

"Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." I told you the purpose of this message is to exalt what the grace did 
much more abound over sin that did abound, that has abounded, that does abound at 
times in our life. When I read something like that, "to be dead indeed unto sin," that's the 
triumph in Christ. There are days, there are hours, there are times in my life where sin 
drags me down into a miry pit; to take the words of the Psalmist David, it sets my feet in 
quicksand and it makes me sink, and it makes me sink in my inability, and it makes me in 
my disobedience, in my inability to perform what the Lord says is good. But what does 
that? 

Well, that's where we see in our text but let me not get ahead of myself. Let me say this, 
where we're headed. I want to speak today about Christ in the garden. I want to, Lord 
willing, walk you with me to see where grace abounded over sin. Then I want to look at 
four cases, four biblical cases briefly, and I hope one of those cases, it's your case today, 
if not more than one, of how sin abounded in your life, but grace has much  more 
abounded.

So as we look at Christ in the garden, we have to start with this verse, our text, 
"Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound." The Lord in his perfection of 
his law, in the perfection of who he is, sent his law to reveal sin; to reveal to you and I 
what sin is. Paul said, "I would not know what being covetous was if the Lord didn't tell 
me not to covet. I wouldn't have known that. The law revealed that to me." Well, the 
problem with that for you and I is as the law comes down upon us and reveals the majesty 
and holiness of God and reveals the majesty and holiness of Christ and reveals the 
majesty and holiness of the Holy Spirit, what it does for you and I is it condemns us 
because none of us can keep that law and none of us can be obedient to keep that law. We 
can try. We can strive. We can say, "Today I'm going to do it. Today I'm going to do it. 
Today I'm going to do it." 

When I think about that, I think about one of the practices we used to do in the Methodist 
church and that would be on December 31st, we'd get a list, we had to write down all the 
things that we did that we were ashamed of that we did that year, and we would at 
midnight on January 1, we would burn those things and tell Jesus what we were going to 
do for him the next year. We were not going to do those things anymore. And I always 
had a good list. Oh, I was mean to my momma, my sisters, because I was always mean to 
my sisters. You know, I'm not going to do those things anymore. We would burn those 
things and whatever it is we'd do and we'd go home, we'd sleep, I'd wake up on January 1 
and I had already broken five or six of them.

Why is that? It doesn't matter, any man in this life today with his best intentions, he can't 
keep the law of God. None of them. David, one that was said after the Lord's own heart, 
he couldn't keep the law. He couldn't, "O Lord, I bind your statutes upon my heart," but 
yet he still sinned. He still fell short. So what is it that you and I are in dire need of? 
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We're in dire need of a surety because, you see, the law has to be answered and the justice 
of God which is what that law reveals, how justice and holy it is, he has to be answered. 
It has to be answered. You and I, do you have an answer for it today? If you stand up like 
most of the arminians in this world and free-will people and say, "Yes, I am that answer. 
I will do it." You're in bad shape. The word of God has spoken against you and condemns 
you because you cannot do it, however, the child of God is brought to the end of himself 
to see that he needs someone to do it for him. He needs a surety, one who can be 
perfectly obedient, one who can answer the law in every jot and tittle, one who can say, 
"I'm perfectly holy to answer that holy law." That is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He 
made himself answerable to the law and to the justice of God. That's in Christ alone. The 
law will not clear the guilty. Justice is not going to be sacrificed. It must be answered. 
That's what the Lord Jesus Christ is for you and I. 

"Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound." That's the gloriousness of 
why the law entered. It reveals to you and I what we can't do. The child of God doesn't 
hate the law because it shows the gloriousness of his God, he hates himself because he 
can't fulfill it. But there is one who did. There is one who has and who has been that 
surety for us.

2 Corinthians 5:21 says, "For he hath made him to be sin for us." Now, that's where this 
all comes into. How did Jesus answer that? How did he answer the justice of God? How 
was it God said, "All of this sin that all of my people have done from the first day they 
were born all the way to the time they die, all of my people throughout all of time, those 
sins must be answered for and they must be paid for." And Christ said, "I will do it." 
Christ in the perfect plan of redemption in the perfect sacrifice, the Lamb without 
blemish, the one who knew no sin. That's what Paul tells us here, "For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin." He made him to be sin for us, the people of God. He 
made him to be our surety. "That we might be made the righteousness of God in him." 
We must be made the righteousness of God because we don't have the righteousness of 
God. It must be put upon us. It must be imputed to us by the perfect substitute.

This is what occurred in the garden. He was made sin for us. We're going to go there in 
just a minute. We have a couple of places to go. He was afflicted with all of the 
numberless and numerous sins of all of his children. Like I said, every one of them. If we 
be the children of God in this room, you think about just yourself, how much sin you 
have. That's what blows me away. It really does. It makes me sit up here and think how 
unworthy I am even to mouth these words, that he took all of my sin, he was made my 
sin.

There is no better place to look at this...we're going to go around a little bit today. We're 
going to start here in Isaiah 53. We've got quite a few stops to make. Isaiah 53, we're just 
going to begin in verse 4. I know that this is precious to the people of God because it 
really shows the perfection of the sacrifice, but what I hope you see today is where sin 
abounded. When the sins were laid upon the surety, sin was abounding. He was made sin, 
okay? It separated him from the Father. The Father couldn't even look at him. Sin is 
abounding.
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Look at chapter 53, verse 4, "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions." Do you own that today? As you sit in that seat, does the Holy Spirit point 
to you? Is he convincing you at this hour that you're in that number? That he was 
wounded for your transgressions?

"He was bruised for our iniquities." Not his own. "The chastisement of our peace," for us 
to have peace, "was upon him; and with his stripes," with what he will go through that we 
will see here momentarily, "we are healed." Because of him, because of this surety. 

"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." Is it coming powerfully to you? Do you 
see that sin is abounding at this time? That at this time the Lord, who is our firstfruit, and 
why do we bring up Christ going through this? Because as he has gone through this, he 
will succor those who will be tempted the same way. That's what the Scriptures tell us. 
He is the firstfruit. He was made...on him was laid the iniquity of us all.

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken." I can't put you in that number, the Holy Spirit can and he will. 
He is faithful to his people, to reveal to them that it's their sin that put Christ there on the 
cross.

"And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth." The Scriptures go on and on 
about the innocence, the spotlessness of this surety. We in this life today, we always want 
to know who deserves what, who is to blame for what, who gets the finger pointed at 
them, who messed up, who didn't do this right, but we can't do that. We can't look at our 
surety and say, "You know, you deserve this." That finger the Holy Spirit points right 
back to you. You deserve this. You deserve the wrath of God to be poured out upon you. 
That's what the Holy Spirit does, he shows you where sin abounds, grace does much 
more abound.

"Yet it pleased the LORD," this is the grace abounding over sin, "Yet it pleased the 
LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering 
for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities." 
Our justification is in Christ alone because of his finished work, because of what he has 
undertaken for his people.
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Now go with me to Matthew 26, look at verse 38. This is in the garden. "Then saith he 
unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful." Why? Why is your soul exceeding 
sorrowful? "Even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me."

Now listen to this next line, "And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me." That's the cup we've 
been speaking of, the cup of the sins of his people being laid upon him for him to be 
made sin. And you say, "Wow, that's quite a statement. Was that a weakness in Christ 
that he would....?" I stutter to even say those words. That's not the truth. It's not a 
weakness in Christ. It shows you the  magnitude of the sin that's in this cup for him to 
drink, someone who knew no sin, someone who hates sin. We see the righteous 
indignation of the Lord going into the temple, turning over tables, making a scourge, 
making people...the zeal of the Lord against sin, and yet this cup was presented to him to 
be made sin for his people. 

And I don't know if the magnitude of that has ever hit you. Luke's account in Luke 22 
says that there was sweat, great drops of blood came forth from him as he sweat so and 
you could see the fierceness, and this was at a colder time of the year. This wasn't a hot 
night like we have here. It was the magnitude of what he was going through and being 
made sin and that's what I want you to understand, that at this moment when Paul said sin 
abounded, where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. And we know the iniquity, 
all of our iniquities were laid upon him. How often are we stopped to see and to think 
about the great penalty that was paid? Like I said, how I started this message: it has to be 
real to you. Sin has to be hated in you for you to understand the magnitude of what Christ 
did to stand in your place. If sin is not something you struggle with, you don't care. It's 
not that big a deal. Grace abounding is not that big a deal. But if the Lord reveals to you 
that it is your sin that is in this cup that he cried out for his Father, "If it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me." 

Lamentations 1:12 says, "Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?" Now, we understand 
that as the Lord on the cross and that's the prophetic look. Is it anything to you that your 
bleeding Savior is sitting there? Is it anything to you? Is Christ that Savior and what has 
he saved you from because Matthew tells us he will save his people from their sins. Do 
you need to be saved from your sins? That's the question. Has sin abounded because if it 
has, grace will much more abound as you'll see here.

"Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
my sorrow." Will there ever be any sorrow like the sorrow that he had in his soul when he 
was made sin who knew no sin? "Which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger."

But mark now as we're still in verse 39, mark now how grace abounded in the same 
verse. "O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me." That's sin abounding. 
"Nevertheless," that's the power of grace. That's the depth of grace. "Nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt." O Lord, thy will be done. 
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As we follow the garden to the cross and we turn over a little bit to 27 and we see these 
words in 46, "And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" And 
just for a moment, you feel the magnitude of sin abounding as the Father's back is turned 
from the Son and the Son feels forsaken because of our sin, not his own. 

But how does grace abound? Luke tells us in Luke 23, "Father, forgive them." At the end 
he said, "Father forgive them." Dear ones, that's you and I if it's our sin that put him on 
the cross. He prayed for us and he said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do." And that's the sad thing, we can hear this message, we can read the Scriptures, 
and we still don't know what we've done until the Holy Spirit comes with power and 
convinces us of the evilness and wickedness of sin.

"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do, have done." That is grace 
abounding over sin and we know that the Lord's triumphant rising in his resurrection was 
grace abounding over sin and that's the point I pray the Holy Spirit reveals today, that the 
grace of Christ, the grace of the Triune Lord will always abound over sin.

But what is grace to you and I? Paul said in Colossians 1:13, "Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son." 
Have you been delivered from the power of darkness? That's grace abounding, to be 
delivered from the power of darkness which is the bondage of sin. That's what sin takes 
you in that miry pit, it's dark. It's a dark...it's like a banquet of self and Satan, the world 
and sin just all corroborating together to pull you down into the quicksand of certain 
death. And we're going to talk about these four here in a minute, that if our text wasn't 
true, they would all be dead without grace, but praise be to God, our text is true. Where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound.

2 Timothy 1:9 says, "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us 
in Christ Jesus before the world began." What is that? Eternal vital union. The union in 
his death. The union in his life. The union in his resurrection. The union with him in 
eternity is grace abounding over sin.

Turn with me over to 1 Corinthians 6. I told you we had a few places to go. I hope this 
one doesn't offend anybody in here. 1 Corinthians 6, beginning in verse 9, "Know ye not 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?" Do you know that? That the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

"Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God." And you might be sitting 
there today and saying, "Oh, it's good. I don't want to be in the kingdom of God with 
anybody like that." 
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But Paul says something, "And such were some of you." That's being translated from the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light that Christ is, and you can find that in that 
roll call of wicked sins, that you have been in those sins. Such were some of you. That's 
where sin abounded, grace does much more abound.

"Ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in," what? "In the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." To apply it and to teach it that you are justified 
in him, you are sanctified in him, and you are washed in him, by him and through him. 
Grace abounding.

And I mentioned, we're going to mention four of them. We're going to briefly go to 
mostly every one of them and the first one I want to mention is Mary Magdalene. Now, 
the Scriptures tell us that she was possessed of seven devils. Okay, that's pretty powerful. 
The Scriptures also hint to the fact that she was a woman of the world; that the lust of her 
flesh were things that she was a slave to, but I want to take you to Luke 7, if you'll go 
with me there. Luke 7, beginning in 39, and this is the account of Simon who asked the 
Lord to come into his house to dine with him, and this woman came in, which we're told 
in John 11, that this woman was Mary Magdalene. 

She came in and she stood, look at 38, "stood at his feet behind him weeping." She had to 
stand behind him. She was not worthy to stand in front of him. "She stood behind him 
weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her 
head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee 
which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself." Isn't that what Pharisees do? 
Some of them are outward, most of them are inward. "Oh look, I'm glad I'm not like that 
person." That's that Pharisaical spirit.

"He spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were truly a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner." 
Yes, you are absolutely right, she is a sinner and Jesus came to save sinners. And this 
surety met her case and she was brought to him in reverence and she was brought to him 
broken and she was brought to him by grace abounding over sin.

And the Lord said to him, let's just look at 42, you know, he gives them this parable of 
the two debtors, one owed 500, the other 50, and "they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both." That's grace. The child of God is brought to see and brought to 
Christ to say, "There is nothing in my hand, Lord. I can't pay for any of these sins. Sin 
has abounded in my life," but the Lord speaks to you and says, "But grace has abounded 
greater and is greater than all of you sin."

Verse 47 says, "Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for 
she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto 
her, Thy sins are forgiven." He forgave her of her sins. 

That's the first one I wanted to briefly look at. The second one is Zacchaeus. Now, we 
know the account of Zacchaeus, we know he was a tax collector; we know he was a chief 
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of the publicans; we know he was very rich, he became rich at the other's expense. Go 
with me over to Luke 19:3-6. "And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for 
the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a 
sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, 
he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; 
for to day I must abide at thy house." Now look at this in verse 9, "Jesus said unto him, 
This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound.

What about the thief on the cross? What about Matthew 27 tells us that all of those 
around him were reviling him saying, "You've saved others, you come down off of that 
cross. Save yourself." And he and the other two that were sitting there on both sides, they 
did the same in their teeth and they gnashed on them, and they gnashed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as he hung there on the tree. Both of the thieves. That's what Matthew tells us, 
Matthew 27.

But now look with me in Luke 23, look at verse 39 through 43, "And one of the 
malefactors," sin abounded. Just minutes, minutes earlier we have one that's hanging on 
the tree who's a murderer and for sedition and he's rightfully up there, at least that's what 
he's going to tell us.

"And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear 
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the 
due reward of our deeds." Do you know what was revealed to him? Sin. It was revealed 
to him at that last moment in his life what sin's penalty is. The wages of sin is death. "We 
justly deserve this. I am a thief. I am a killer. I am one who causes trouble. I am the one 
that deserves this. But this one over here is just."

"But this man hath done nothing amiss." He sits and he justifies Christ. That's grace. 
That's what grace does in the child of God, he justifies his Savior.

"And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." He's 
brought to the end of himself to cry out for the salvation of Christ.

"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise." Grace saves to the uttermost. Grace abounds over sin.

The last one I'd tell you about would be Saul and we know the story of Saul. I'm not 
going to talk much about him but I just want you to hear from him. Turn with me over to 
Acts 26 real quick. He was enemy persecuting the church. He was an enemy to grace. 
Acts 26, Paul says this, he says in verse 9, "I verily thought with myself, that I ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I also did in 
Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from 
the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I 
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punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities." Sin is 
abounding in Paul's life, Saul's life, but if you just go down a little bit and you look at 14, 
"And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying 
in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee." That's the depth of grace. That's 
grace abounding.

In all four of these cases, we have great sinners and that's why I said earlier, I said, do any 
of these cases fit you? What about one that is given over to the lust of their flesh? Have 
you ever experienced that in you to be given over to the lust of your desires, what you 
want? "I've got to have this," whatever it is. What about Zacchaeus who was a covetous 
worldly person who only cared about money? Who only wanted to further his career? 
Who wanted more, wanted more, wanted more? What about the thief on the cross who 
had no regard for man's law, no regard for God's law, had no regard for God at all? Lived 
a life of rebellion? Well, what about Saul, the high Pharisee? What about the one who 
thought he was better than everyone else? Do any of these cases fit you? Have they ever 
fit you? Because where sin abounded, grace did much more. 

Oh, his grace is sufficient. His grace is sufficient. That's what he told Paul with the thorn 
in his flesh, he said, "My grace is sufficient for thee." Is his grace sufficient for you? We 
all backslide in this life, we're going to, the Lord has put many people on record, 
Manasseh being one of them; the prodigal son being one of them; Peter being one of 
them; the one who we heard was going down to Jericho which is certain death, he fell 
amongst the thieves and the Lord brought him back. We backslide many times in this life 
because sin abounds. We have a daily struggle with sin but in that daily struggle where 
sin abounds, grace for the child of God does much more abound.

I know the hour is late, I do mean the  hour, I will end today, I want to end in Hosea 14. I 
just want to read it to you. Hosea 14. This is how the book of Hosea ends.

"O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with 
you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips." That's what John tells us, "If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness."

"Asshur shall not save us," you can put in your own whatever it is that the Lord has 
revealed to you that hasn't saved you.

"We will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye 
are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. I will heal their backsliding, I will 
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love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him." Why? Because it was poured 
out on our surety. This is grace abounding over sin.

"I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 
Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his 
smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the 
corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim 
shall say, What have I to do any more with idols?" I didn't mention Ephraim. Ephraim is 
all throughout the word, chosen of the Lord, but a great backslider. "O Ephraim, 
Ephraim," and the Lord says, "What shall I do with Ephraim?" But look at this depth of 
grace, Ephraim is brought to say, "What have I to do anymore with these idols?" The 
Lord has to teach you and he is faithful to do so.

"I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit 
found. Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know 
them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the 
transgressors shall fall therein." 

Yes, my desire today is that the Lord reveals to you our text one more time, "That as sin 
hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness." No, that's not 
our text, sorry. "Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound."

Dear heavenly Father, may you add thy power and thy clarity and, Lord, indeed come to 
the souls of thy people to show thy abounding grace. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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