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“Cause and Effect of Election” 

Introduction: 

     Second Thessalonians; three wonderful chapters with only 47 verses and I want to deal with two 
verses in chapter number two. Right toward the end of the chapter, this is not just a portion of 
Scripture or a letter for the Thessalonians, but this exhortation and instruction is given to and for all 
believers. It is dealing with the Sovereignty of God. His faithfulness and our assurance that we can 
have in Him once we have come the knowledge of the faith through and by gospel of the LORD Jesus 
Christ.  

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     I want to read something written by Charles H. Spurgeon, and preached in his sermon titled 
“Election” on September 2, 1855 at the New Park Street Chapel in London England.   

“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. If there were no other text in the sacred word except this one, I 
think that we should all be bound to receive and to acknowledge the truthfulness of the great 
and glorious doctrine of God’s ancient choice of His family.  

But there seems to be, an inveterate prejudice in the human mind against this doctrine. And 
although most other doctrines will be received by professing Christians; some with caution 
others with pleasure yet this one seems to be most frequently disregarded and disguarded. In 
many of our Pulpits it would be reckoned a high sin and treason to preach a sermon upon 
election because they could not make it what they call “a practical discourse.”  I believe that 
they have errored from the truth therein, whatever God has revealed, He has revealed for a 
purpose.  
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There is nothing in Scripture which may not under the influence of God’s Spirit be turned 
into a practical discourse. For all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
some purpose of spiritual usefulness. It is true, this may not be turned into a freewill discourse, 
for that we know right well. But it can be turned into a practical free grace discourse, and free 
grace practice is the best practice when the true doctrines of God’s immutable love are 
brought to bear upon the hearts of saints and sinners.” 

C. H. Spurgeon – 1855 

 

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     A very simple message today, dealing with the Sovereignty of God. 2 Thessalonians chapter two 
is a prophetic chapter in the Bible that tells of the things to come before the LORD’s return.  Let us 
look at this chapter for a background of the context.  

II Thessalonians 2:1-12 

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, 

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as 
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out 
of the way. 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
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9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

     Paul gives us the warning of the unbelieving, those who say I do not want God, I do not want 
righteousness, I do not want salvation. Then the Apostle Paul moves into the exhortation to those 
who do trust in Christ through the power of regeneration through the gospel of God’s grace.  

     This passage shows the Sovereign plan of God in Salvation with His purpose of election. In that 
He has chosen His elect unto salvation from the beginning. “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:3-6). 

     This is the Cause of salvation, God Sovereign will and work. Just as there were specific elements 
in the character of the Anti-Christ as we saw in verses 10 through 12, so there are specific 
characteristics of the saved. In these two verses the Apostle Paul swept through the features of 
God’s grace with the traits of salvation. 

 

1. The Cause of Salvation: 

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Paul notes first of all that the believers are “beloved of the Lord.” Did you know that today, that 
you were beloved of the LORD. God had to love you first, because you were unable in your natural 
unregenerate state to love Him. 

Romans 3:10-18  

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  
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12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.  

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is 
under their lips:  

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:  

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:  

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:  

17 And the way of peace have they not known:  

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.  

 

     This is why my friend Salvation must have to be a Sovereign work, because on his own, man will 
reject God; “beloved of the Lord.” – You ask, just what does that mean preacher? 

  “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified” 
(Romans 8:29-30). 

     Secondly Paul states why they are beloved of the LORD; “because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation.” God had chosen them in Him unto salvation from eternity past.  “According 
as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love” (Ephesians 1:4). 

Psalm 65:4 

4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy 
courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 

Psalm 110:3 

3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, 

     This is the cause of salvation, elect in Him for a purpose because of His grace and love. God does 
not elect anyone to heaven, He elects unto holiness, heaven is just happens to be their final 
destination. The Holy Spirit’s work of regeneration brings about a change in the way a man thinks.  

     That old natural man that once hated God, has been made to know who he is without God. He has 
been reconciled unto God by the work of the cross and has been made to know this, because of 
God’s Sovereign choice of election. This is the cause of our salvation.  
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1. The Cause of Salvation: 

2. The Effect of Salvation: 

 
     Spurgeon said that if our LORD uses a term like elect to describe His saints, then there must be 
election. But if election be true, and a Sovereign act of God then there must be an effect to this 
election.  

     Please this morning by all means, if you doubt this glorious doctrine of God’s grace, then I say 
unto you strip away, cut it out from the pages of God’s Holy text. Would you this morning be like the 
woman at the feet of Solomon who would have the child rent in half so that you could have only the 
part that pleases you.  Or you may embrace it, and be like the mother saying unto King Solomon, cut 
not the child in half. Let her have him so that he may live.  

     But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation. Is it not here in the Scripture, and is it not one’s 
duty to submit unto God’s Holy Word, and even to meekly knowledge what you cannot understand.  
This is part of that effect of election.  

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Paul says we are saved through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: We as believers 
are set apart for the honor and the glory of God according to the will of God and His Sovereign 
purpose of election by His grace.  

Jeremiah 1:5 

5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

     “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began” (2 Timothy 
1:9).  

     To be set apart for His use; “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, 
and peace, be multiplied” (1 Peter 1:2). 
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     We are not saved by sanctification but we are saved through sanctification of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth: - God’s purpose of election was unto holiness, he set us apart to be used of Him, by Him 
and for Him. This is the effect of salvation. I will not stand here today to attempt to proof the justice 
of God for having elected some and passed over others. It is not for me to vindicate my Master, just 
to trust Him.  He will speak for Himself, and He does so in His Word, and my friend He will have the 
final and last word.  

     There are some that may rail against this truth and say, it is not fair that God would elect some 
and not others. Well I will ask you this – Is there anyone here this morning who wishes to be holy, who 
wishes to be regenerate, to leave the sinful life style and walk after Christ in holiness? Yes, there is; well 
then my friend God has elected you. But there is one, that says No! I do not want to be holy, I do not 
want to give up my sin, my vices, my lust and free living life style to take up a cross and follow this 
one that you call Christ. Then why should you complain because God would not give you something 
you would not like? You just stated that, you did not want it! Because election is a call to a 
separation of holiness which leads to heaven. That is the effect of salvation.  

     Paul states the effect of the believer’s salvation through the Sovereign will and work of God. “For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest 
any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

     Has God ever made a mistake? That is one of the most ridiculous questions that I have ever heard 
and I hope you every much agree. Because He has never made a mistake, nor will He ever. 
Therefore, if the cause through regeneration has taken place, then there will be an effectual effect. 
Thus cause and effect! 

John 15:13-16 

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 

     Paul has given us the cause and the effect, and lastly he gives the reader the reason. This reason 
is the final product of the believer’s salvation, glorification. That in the ages to come he might show 
the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  
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     “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me. 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world” (John 17:20-24). 

     Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. All of 
this is made possible through and by God’s grace through the power of regeneration by the 
preaching of the gospel.  

     “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things!” (Romans 10:13-15). 

     Do you desire holiness, to you desire to walk after His Word and to talk up you cause and follow 
Him in faith and repentance? Then you need to thank God for His Cause – Election.  And step out in 
faith into the effect – Sanctification.  You say I just don’t understand Brother Doug, Why?  

     Trust Him today, there is a great deal I do not fully understand in this wonderful book. But I have 
been revealed just a little concerning the reason for His grace; - Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

- Why does He save? Because it pleases Him to do so! 
- Would you like this cause and effect, do you desire Him today? 

 

 

 


