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Introduction  

1. James’s main theme is his exhortation to God’s people to respond with “all joy” to the trials that God 
orders for them.  

a. How they arrive at this response is knowing their tested faith yields steadfast endurance.  

b. Steadfast endurance demonstrates genuineness of faith rewarded by the crown of life (James 1:12).  

2. In this third section (vv. 19-27) James exhorts the importance of utilizing the implanted Word in the 
struggle because it is able to save them.  

a. However, for the Word to do its saving work, the believer must act on its teaching and not merely hear 
what it teaches (v. 22). 

b. Acting on the Word requires looking into the perfect law of liberty and persevering in it. 

c. James further stresses the importance of religion (threskeia, translated “religion” 3 times and “worship” 
once in the AV). Religion is the formal (ceremonial and ritual) and disciplined (daily) out-working of one’s 
faith. James uses the term religion to show what one does while professing faith. Is the professor’s con-
duct consistent with what he claims to believe? If not, James argues, his religion is worthless (v. 26). 

I. Religion and the Faithful  

1. Faithfulness is the mark of steadfast endurance.  

2. Faithfulness is also the characteristic that most consistently demonstrates the genuineness of one’s salva-
tion, being a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

a. The Lord characterizes Himself as faithful (Ex. 34:6). 

b. The Lord characterizes His followers as faithful (Rev. 17:4). 

c. Many believers would like to characterize themselves as faithful (Prov. 20:6).  

3. Faithfulness is developed through trials. 

a. The key in this development process is in one’s proper response to the implanted Word—one’s acting in 
obedience to the Word. 

b. The evidence of faithfulness is seen in how one lives out his faith in a disciplined life—religion.  

c. However, James first warns those who think they are religious to listen to the words that come out of 
their own lips in order to know whether their religion is genuine or worthless.  

II. Religion and the Tongue  

1. Many professing followers betray themselves with their tongue.  

a. They have the appearance of outwardly following God (formal and ceremonial faithfulness), but the 
tongue reveals the true condition of the heart. James may very well have had Psalm 50 in mind when he 
wrote vs. 26. 

“Our God comes; he does not keep silence; before him is a devouring fire, around him a mighty tempest. He calls to the 
heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his people: ‘Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with 
me by sacrifice!” The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge!” (Psalm 50:3-6).  

1) What did God expect of His faithful ones? 

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you. I am God [Elohim, the title of Yahweh 
as judge], your God. Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually before me” (vv. 7, 8). 

God was not judging the people for their failure to observe the ritual sacrifices. Sacrifice is used to de-
note their formal religious practice. Religion is the issue here—personal religion, not formal.  

2) What was Yahweh’s case against them?  



“What right have you to recite my statutes or take my covenant on your lips? [formal] For you hate discipline, and you 
cast my words behind you” [personal] (vv. 16, 17).  

3) What was consequence of this personal religion failure?  

“You give your mouth free rein for evil, and your tongue frames deceit. You sit and speak against your brother; you slan-
der your own mother’s son. These things you have done, and I have been silent; you thought that I was one like yourself. 
But now I rebuke you and lay the charge before you” (vv. 19-21).  

4) What, then, did the Lord desire of them?  

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, [or, make thanksgiving your sacrifice to God] and perform your vows to the 
Most High” (v. 14). 

Perform as doers of the Word—not just hearers. 

“The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation 
of God!” (v. 23).  

b. Thus, James warns of those who think they are religious, deceiving their own hearts. 

1) One who practices religion without a grace-changed heart fools himself (different from v. 22, which 
means “to reason wrongly”). 

2) He does not fool others because his own speech betrays him. 

3) How sad that many think they are Christ’s because they attend church, read their Bibles, give offer-
ings, work in the Sunday School, and talk the talk, but their hearts are unchanged, their speech be-
traying them.    

2. What is the source of evil speech?  

Did you ever hear someone say, “Oops, I am sorry. I didn’t mean to say that; it just slipped out.” 

No, be careful. They did mean it, but maybe not that it slipped out. One always says what he means. 

The mouth expresses what comes from the heart (Luke 6:45).  

A good heart speaks good things; a bad heart says evil things (James 3:11, 12; Matt. 7:15-21).   

III. Pure Religion  

1. Genuine God-honoring religion is based on love for God and man. 

a. It is pure, an OT term for something that is ceremonially clean. 

b. It is undefiled, another OT term for something free from deformity—with force and vigor unimpaired. 

c. It signifies one whose character before God is like that expected of the priests: “Thus you shall do in the fear 
of the Lord, in faithfulness, and with your whole heart” (1 Chron. 19:9).         

2. One whose character is right does what is right. 

a. Before his Father he selflessly regards the condition of the “poor”—those unable to help themselves 
(widows and orphan were one of four OT categories of the poor). 

b. Before his God he guards himself against the pollutions of the world by not seeking security and ad-
vancement from people in the world. 

c. Such people, because they do not love the world, are free to be generous in their loving and giving.  

In closing—I repeat what we closed with last week:  

Auditing a course in college means you want to get the benefit of the knowledge offered without doing any 
of the work required for credit. 

Many professing believers are satisfied merely to audit the Christian life. 

Auditing, however, will not satisfy the requirements of the course. 

“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!” (Psalm 141:3).   


