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So we are in, as I said, the book of 2 John and as I indicated, the message is about the 
battle for truth and in our day and time, in our country and certainly not just confined to 
the 21st century, this has been a challenging question. It has been a battle that has been 
going on for quite some time and we will discuss this but in today's message, I want you 
to just see if you can find out because I don't necessarily give you these clear statements 
but we're going to talk about truth as it is defined and that's an important statement 
because as we talk about this whole idea of truth, there are many ideas that coalesce 
around it. You have people in academia, people in politics, people in all kinds of social 
activism, and people in all walks of life, people that are in your neighborhoods, that are in
your families, that are across the country, that are across the world, and this is not 
necessarily, there is no universal definition of how you define truth from our human 
perspective. So we're going to talk about how it is that you do define truth. We're going to
talk about the fact that truth is confined. In opposition to and in spite of what we are 
taught and what we have been told over the last many decades, truth actually is not 
relative. You cannot really use the phrase "what's true for me is true for me, and what's 
true for you is true for you" and have that be a true phrase. You actually cannot do that.

So we're going to talk about truth defined, we are going to talk about truth confined. We 
are also going to talk about truth distorted because if the premise is true that it is not 
relative, and if it is also true that people believe it is relative, then it can only be that you 
have truth and the distortion of truth. So we're going to go into that a little bit and then we
are going to talk about how truth is known, and that's exceedingly important for our topic 
and if we never got there, then this sermon would be incomplete, for certain, because if it 
is the case that you do have a definition of truth that is not adhered to by all, that is 
distorted by many, then how do we know what is truth?

So as we move to this book of 2 John, the Lord's answer to all this, his Holy Spirit carries
John along and put all of this information in this 13 verse epistle. Now, when we look at 
this epistle as we begin, and I haven't turned to it myself, but what we do find is that the 
epistle is written to the elect lady and her children, and I try to do some background, 
obviously, when I prepare these messages and there have been a lot of conjecture. There 
has been a lot of conjecture about who the elect lady is, but what's interesting about this 
lady is that her name is not given. Not only is her name not given, but her family name, 
her surname, is not given. So if God did not deem this to be necessary to write down in 
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the word, then we are not going to spend our time in a useless pursuit to actually find out 
who she is. But rather than doing that, what we need to understand is the message that 
was being delivered to her and that is, and actually I didn't even start out in the right...let 
me start off right here if I can. And that there is and that we are in the midst of a battle for
truth.

So truth as it turns out, the battle for it is as old as sin itself and that's important to 
understand because we look at the reference verse here in Ezekiel 28 and what it says 
here is that, "By the multitude of thy merchandise, they have filled the midst of thee with 
violence and thou hast sinned." This is God talking to Satan and this is the beginning of 
lies. This is when truth was abandoned and falsehood was sought after. This verse is an 
extremely important verse in our Scripture because what does it mean when God says to 
Satan, "By the multitude of thy merchandise"? To merchandise is to sell, so if you 
consider what was happening in heaven before the fall of man, you had angels who God 
had created who were living and Satan was around the throne of God and he was a 
covering cherub and he was walking the streets, and in his voice, his voice was like 
musical instruments and he was a beautiful creation and he was God's chief creation, and 
you just had Satan in the presence of God. You had all the other angels and all that they 
had known was that God is true. All that they had known is that God is sufficient. All that
they had known is that God is love. All they had known is that God is to be worshiped. 
All that they had known is that the reason they exist is for God's worship. They had no 
need for anything.

Now, if I sell you something, and that's what merchandising is, there are only two reasons
why you would want to buy it. You would want to buy it because you need it or you want
to buy it because you want it. Those are the only two reasons. We can come up with a lot 
of different things and a lot of different descriptions and they will all distill down to those
two things. You will only be compelled to buy if you need it or if you want it. If someone
desires to sell me a whole bunch of, I don't know, whatever it is that I have no desire for, 
you get phone solicitations, there is a person who is calling my house actually and he's 
calling my house, and then when somebody backed up software for my business 
enterprise, I don't have a business, I don't need the software, this is not tempting to me. If 
someone calls, on the other hand, and they say to me that they want to sell me something 
that I need for my house, or they want to sell me life insurance, or they want to sell me 
something that I think I may need, then I will listen to it. So when Satan was going 
around in heaven, he was saying to the other angels, "I have something to sell you," the 
statement really was that they are incomplete. The statement really was that they didn't 
have everything that they either needed or wanted and, therefore, the statement really was
that God is not true.

That's the statement that was being made and when God says here to Satan is that through
his merchandise has filled him with violence and he has sinned. By looking at God and 
saying to God, "You are insufficient. I don't have everything that I need in you. There is 
something more that you're not giving me. There is something that I don't have. There is 
something that I want and I'm not totally satisfied in you," then you are telling God he is 
not true. A more harsh way of putting that is that you were telling God that he is a liar, 

Page 2 of 15



because God looks at you, he looks at me, he looks at everybody, he looks at his creation,
and he says, "I am enough." He says to you that, "I am the glory. I am your joy. I am your
purpose. I am the object of your love. I am." And when we decide that that is not the 
case, we look at God and we say, "God, you are not true. God, you have lied."

So the battle for truth began in heaven and the battle for truth continued in the garden. 
When Satan was cast out of heaven and he came down to earth, then he met up with Eve 
and his statement to Eve was that she would not surely die. What he said to Eve was that 
what God actually knew, what God actually knew is that the day that she ate from that 
tree, she would be like God knowing good and evil. The first thing he did was he asked 
her, "Has God said that you won't die? Well, you surely won't die and God knows that in 
the day that you eat of this tree of the knowledge of good and evil you will be like him, 
knowing good and evil." And what that statement was saying is that God was a deceiver, 
that God had not told her all that she needed to know. In fact, God had told her something
he knew wasn't the case and the reason why God told her this is because God was 
concerned that she would be like him. Satan said to Eve, "I have something that you don't
have which you need, and I have something which you don't have which you want."

So the battle for truth went from heaven down to earth and as it continued, the battle for 
truth went into the hearts of men, all of us coming forth from Adam and Eve. And the 
Lord tells us that in sin and iniquity did our mothers conceive us. The Lord says that all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. What God says is that we of our own 
accord and of our own desires, are not looking for the Lord. When Jesus Christ came 
down to this earth, he did not come because men were calling him and saying, "Lord, we 
need you as a Savior." He did not come because men were saying that, "We know that we
are lacking and we have sinned against a holy God and that we need his salvation." He 
came to people who did not love him, who did not know him, and who did not want him.

He came and he engaged and further went into this battle for the hearts of men, but prior 
to his advent, to his earthly advent, we had  God deliver the 10 Commandments and in 
the 10 Commandments, the ninth of those is, "Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor." In other words as Pastor Eric expounded upon this in weeks past, another 
way of saying that is that, "Thou shalt tell the truth." The idea of truth is something that is
inseparable from who God is and, "God is light and in him is no darkness at all." The rich
young ruler said to Jesus, he called him good. He said, "Good Master, what must I do?" 
Jesus said, "Why callest thou me good? You know there is none good but the Father," a 
clear declaration that the young man, Jesus knew that he did not believe that Jesus was 
innately true. He did not believe that Jesus was deity. 

If God is true, then God is good. In fact, the Scripture says that God be true and every 
man a liar. God is true. This whole idea of truth is inseparable from who God is. In fact, it
continued from the 10 Commandments through to the Mosaic law. How do you actually 
put this in place? How do you make it actionable? How do you enable people to 
understand, to know and to do? And what we see here is that with regard to people being 
accused of some crime or something like that, and we could extend this further, what we 
see in Deuteronomy 19:15 is that, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any 
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iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the 
mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established." So what the Lord says is that 
one of the ways that you can know if what you're doing is true is by the corroboration of 
many witnesses. In fact, we know that when Jesus Christ was being brought before Pilate 
and others, as he was being accused, there were many witnesses who came in to accuse 
Jesus Christ but their stories did not agree. The Lord said in his word, "This is how you're
going to establish truth, one of the ways that you will do this is by having two or three 
witnesses." 

So the idea of truth and the battle for it began in heaven, it came down to earth, it's the 
battle for the hearts of men, and so as we understand this being the case, then we need to 
understand this: the battle rages on. It's not something from yesteryear, it's not something 
that is confined to the pages of Scripture, it's not something that the old people in the 20th 
century used to believe, or even older like the 19th or the 17th or the 12th century. It's a 
battle that rages on now and when we consider this, we need to understand that when we 
are talking about this battle, we are saying that we will either have truth or we will be in 
bondage. Now, why do I say that? I say that because what we read in this verse is that, 
again in verse 1, "The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth; 
and not only I, but also they who have known the truth." So he is letting them know and 
speaking to them very clearly that this is an important subject that they must handle, they 
must take on, and if you don't believe the truth, then you do believe a lie, and if you do 
believe a lie, then you are going to act in accordance with those beliefs.

I was trying to show a video. It didn't quite work out, but it's a video of a woman who 
went to some club and she was being hypnotized and the hypnotist said to her, "There is 
no such thing as the number two. The number two is expunged from the universe. It 
doesn't exist." And so when she was trying to count her fingers, he would point to one 
and she said, "One," and then she didn't know what to say, then she said, "Three, four, 
five, six." And he said, "Okay, let's try that again." So they tried it again, "One, three, 
four, five, six." She became more confident. And then he said, "Okay, this isn't working. 
Let's go to the other hand." The same thing happened. He said, "So if you have six on that
hand and six on that hand, you should have 12 fingers, right?" And she said, "I don't 
know." He said, "Well, put up both hands and let's try this again." He goes, "One, three, 
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, 10, 11." Then she looked at him confidently and said, "I
have 11 fingers, not 12." And it's really funny but it demonstrates such a good point, she 
was acting in accordance with her beliefs and she was constrained by what she believed 
and could not behave outside of that.

When we consider what Stephen brought to our attention about what occurred at the 
University of Virginia, then that is something that we need to pay attention to because 
those white supremacists were acting in accordance with what they believed was true. 
The reason why it was important for them to come and protest the removal of the statue, 
the reason why it was important to come prepared to engage in violence, the reason why 
it was important to engage in violence, the reason why there is no repentance for any 
behavior afterwards, is because they are convinced that what they believe is true, and if 
that is not the case, if that is not the case, then in fact, what we see is that rather than 

Page 4 of 15



being free, they are actually in bondage. If you do not know the truth, then you are in 
bondage through a lie and that is an overall theme I want us to all come away with. If you
do not know the truth, then you are in bondage through a life.

Then Jesus said to the Jews which believed on him, "If ye continue in my word, then ye 
are my disciples indeed and ye shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free." Jesus
is saying, "This is how you can now become a free willed agent, by knowing the truth." 
And this is so counter to everything that we've learned or said, a lot of what we believe 
because we are thinking, well, if somebody is doing, acting like these people we just 
spoke about or if you're talking about some people who decide that open marriage is 
good, or if you're talking about people who decide that they should raise their kids in a 
commune and not talk to outside agencies, whatever, whatever they believe is fine and 
they are free to do what they want and, no, they are not free. No they are not. That's the 
whole point. They are acting in accordance with their beliefs that have them in bondage.

If you believe a lie is the truth, then you are not free to make rational decisions. Not at all.
Jonathan, my son, was applying to colleges and he got accepted to a bunch of different 
engineering schools and he was all set to go to one of these engineering schools and we 
were talking to him about the finances and what this would mean in terms of what he 
would actually owe after he got out of school, and he was deliberating because there is a 
strong desire to go to a good engineering school, to do what it is that you want to do, to 
do what you believe you are being called to do. There is a strong desire to do that and 
then he was presented by his oldest brother with the unadulterated truth of what happens 
afterwards. And Jonathan, what was your response? Jonathan Said, "Dad, let's back out of
this." But while he believed that there was a way, he was acting in accordance with that 
and if he continued in that belief, then I hope you don't mind my saying this, he would 
have come out of school with his undergraduate degree in biomedical engineering having
to pay back $280,000 for an undergraduate degree. So there are many students who do 
this. They believe that there is no other way. We've got to assume the debt. We've got to 
do what it takes. They act in accordance with those beliefs and when they get out they 
might be making $70,000 a year and they give dad a call saying, "I need a cosigner for a 
car," because they can't afford it because they owe too much money and they can't get the
loan.

So if you believe a lie is the truth, you are not free to make rational decisions. John 8:31-
46 explains a lot.

31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, 
Ye shall be made free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant 
abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36 If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 37 I know that ye 
are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place
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in you. 38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that 
which ye have seen with your father. 39 They answered and said unto him,
Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's 
children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill 
me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did 
not Abraham. 41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, 
We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. 42 Jesus 
said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent 
me. 43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot 
hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I 
tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you convinceth me of 
sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 

So the amazing thing about this Scripture is that Jesus tells us the issue, the issue is the 
truth is in him and the lie is in Satan. You serve him or you serve Satan. There is pretty 
much no other way around it. It's a binary function. You do one or you do the other. And 
when the Jews were believing the lies, they believed that because they were the physical 
descendants of Abraham, then salvation was theirs. They believed that Jesus was born out
of wedlock and he was conceived in sin and born out of wedlock, and they believed in 
everything that the Pharisees had told them and taught them, therefore, they acted in 
accordance with those beliefs. They rejected the one who spoke against them to the 
extent that they said he must be crucified. They were not free moral agents. They were 
bound by sin. Truth came about because of God, lies came about because of sin. 

So what we see is that there is a necessity to understand and to know the truth. That's why
John said to this lady, "I love you in the truth. I love in the truth." And when you consider
that, what we are being told is that love is based upon truth. That's also something that we
need to come to grips with because, in fact, we have many people who know not God 
who love, don't we? We know people who are atheists, we know people who are Hindus, 
people who are Buddhists, people or someone who may know Satanists, and they have 
family members and they have friends who they say they love. And gangs, one of the 
reasons why gangs are successful is because they take people, youth, who do not feel 
love, who do not have a family, and they say, "Come and be a part of our family and we 
will show you love."  But true love is based on truth. 

What it says in the love chapter in Corinthians, "Rejoice not in iniquity but rejoice in the 
truth." In fact, I'll read verses 4 through 8. It says,

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not 
her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in 
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iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things. 8 Charity never faileth:

A lot of my translations don't use that word "charity," they use the word "love." Is love a 
bad translation? No, perhaps the word "charity"? The reason why you prefer the word 
"charity" is because what that says is that love is outward focused. If what I have is 
charity toward you, that is focused on you. It is outward focused. It is not inward focused.
You've got a lot of people who say, "Well, the reason why I don't love her anymore is 
because she did this to me. I have fallen out of love with him," some woman might say. 
And others might say, "I don't feel satisfied when I'm with him or when I'm with her any 
longer," and that definition of love is all based in here, it's all based on me, it's all based 
on me looking at me. There is a mirror and I'm concentrating on the image in the mirror 
and I'm saying, "I'm devoted to you." But when you use the word "charity," charity says 
it's outward focused. Not only is love outward focused but indeed what this says even 
more strongly is that it is others based. My basis for love is not because I feel good, my 
basis for love is you. I love in the truth and my love is pointed to you.

("It's unselfish.") It is unselfish. That's a nice way to put it, Matthew.

So that's the reason why I actually do prefer that word "charity," and when we look at 
those verses themselves, what we see, as I just said here, that charity is outward focused, 
it is others based, and from that section what we actually do see is that if we claim to love
someone and we seek their harm, we do not love them. If we claim to love someone and 
we revel in their sin, so let's take part in this sin together, let's all go to some place and do
some gambling or have some kind of whatever whatever whatever, steal some stuff 
together, let's have fun by wrecking somebody's property, whatever the story may be, and
we are doing this and we are supporting people and we are saying that we care about 
them, that is not love. We cannot revel in their sin and say that we love them. If we claim 
to love someone and our love wanes over time, even if it is because of something that 
was done to us, we never truly loved them because our love was based upon ourselves. If 
our love is not based on the truth, then we do not know how to love. That would explain 
why it is complicit to wrongdoing. That would explain why it's not enduring over time. 

So what we see is that, again still concentrating on the first verse, and we're going to start
speeding up or I will skip a lot of stuff because there is a long way to go, but what we see
is that truth actually enables us to love the brethren. Again in this first verse it says, "but 
also all they that have known the truth," and if I do understand what truth is and we're 
going to get into that definition because we're talking a lot about it, if you'll notice, we are
talking a lot about truth but we really haven't defined what truth is and that's important 
for our discussion. But this is necessary background in understanding before we jump 
into it and understand what truth is, but we know that if we do know the truth, then we 
are enabled to love our brother.

Have you ever had the experience where you are in an unknown place and meet up with 
somebody and you find out that that person is a Christian and there is an instant bond and
you can talk about the Lord Jesus Christ and then you can even engage on matters of a 
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person's life and the person is willing to open up to you? I had one person tell me one 
time, "I don't know why I'm opening up and telling you all this." There is a bond. I don't 
have to have known you for 20 years, for 30 years, for 10 years, I can meet you and know
that you are a brother and you are a sister in Jesus Christ. And knowing the truth enables 
me to love the brethren.

Further in what we see here and understand when we go to verse 2, it says, "for the truth's
sake which dwelleth in us and shall be with us forever." So the reason why John is saying
he loves is for the truth's sake. In other words, the motivation for love is God. The 
motivation for truth is God. Truth is in God. God embodies truth, from his person. And 
my motivation to love somebody in the truth is that I love God. My motivation to love 
somebody unequivocably, unwaveringly, is because my love is based on the truth that is 
only in God.

That's the reason why the Spirit caused John to write down "For the truth's sake, which 
dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever." Not only that, but loving in the truth results 
in peace. If these people at UVA, if parents who are fighting with one another, if siblings 
who can't get along, if coworkers who despise one another, love each other, then those 
things all disappear. And do you know why? Because what is said in the epistles is that 
you seek peace and you pursue it, you follow it. You pursue it. You grab onto it. You run 
after it. You are relentless until you attain it. 

If you love in the truth, it results in peace. Now, that's a scary statement because it's a self
reflective statement. Who in your life are you at odds with? Who in your lives do you 
have a broken relationship with and it's been that case for months and for years you are 
making no movement toward reconciling? Who in your lives? Do you say, "Well, that 
person was my family member or is my family member and I want nothing to do with 
them, but I'll pray for them. I won't talk to them, I don't want to talk to them, I'll never 
talk to them again but I'll pray for them. After all, I do love them." Really? I'll challenge 
you on that. I'll challenge myself on that one. If you have a broken relationship and you 
are not pursuing peace, then you have to question whether or not you actually love. 

Again, "Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father," what's the last part? "In truth and love." If you love 
in truth, you will be seeking after peace. If you love in truth, you will be inclined to give 
mercy. If you love in truth, then in fact you will be recipients of the grace of God and you
will be determined to give grace to others.

We've all heard this saying, "no Jesus, no peace." No Jesus, no peace. That's a pithy 
bumper sticker and it's so true. Because love is based on the Lord, because love is 
wrapped up in the Lord and is inseparable from who he is, if you know not Jesus, you 
know not peace. If you do know him, then you have peace indeed. And it's a peace that 
goes beyond our circumstances. It's a peace in the midst of war. It's a peace that is in the 
midst of trials and tragedy. It's a peace that is not dependent upon our circumstances. 
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And the reason why that is the case is because God doesn't change. The promises of God 
do not falter. There is no Plan B with God. God is not caught off guard because now I 
find out that I have lymphoma and it's inoperable. Now I find out that I have a brain 
tumor and I have two months to live. Now I find out that my wife of 27 years is going to 
pass away because she has a staph infection. That doesn't change the fact that God is 
God, that Jesus is who he claimed to be, that his promise is true and that his word is 
coming to be. It doesn't change the fact that when I die and I close my eyes here, if I'm 
the Lord's own, then when I open my eyes, I'll be in his presence. It doesn't change the 
fact that heaven is eternal. It doesn't change the fact that those who reject God go to hell 
and they go there and suffer for all of eternity. It doesn't change the fact that God is a 
righteous Judge. It doesn't change the fact that God loves you and has poured his love out
upon you to the extent that he sent is Son to die for you. It doesn't change the fact that 
God has left a remnant of believers so that no matter how dry the land is, no matter how 
alone you feel, God is going to bring someone else in your life who you can fellowship 
with because the two of you love him. Peace that goes beyond our circumstances can 
only be based upon truth. There is no other way.

So what we see here is that John goes on to say to her, "I rejoiced greatly that I found of 
thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father." 
There are two important things to understand about this. John is happy because he has 
seen her children walking in the truth and John recognizes that this is not an option, it's a 
commandment, it's a directive. We are compelled to do that. We are told to do that. We 
are required to walk in the truth.

When the Bible uses that phrase "walk in," that's talking to us about something really that
is a manner of living. It's not something we do here and there, it's something that frames 
our being and our existence. It's something that governs our actions and that infiltrates 
our thoughts, indeed directs our thoughts. When we walk in something, it's something 
that is consuming for us whether we are walking in iniquity or we are walking in truth.

When you go back to the time of Noah, why did God say that he was going to destroy the
earth? Because the hearts and the minds of people were on only evil continually. They 
were walking in iniquity and what the Lord says to us is that he wants us to walk in the 
truth. We live in the knowledge of and the pursuit of the object that we orient ourselves 
around, indeed walking in the truth denotes the way we purpose to live. So the Lord is 
saying in terms of this whole idea of truth, there is a requirement and there is a 
requirement of you and that is that through your volition, through your will, you purpose 
to do what God says. You purpose to walk in his truth. You purpose to know it. You 
purpose to execute it. You purpose to be devoted to it. You purpose never to sway from 
it. You purpose to orient your life around truth.

So what we have established so far is that the battle to know the truth is as old as sin 
itself. We also know that beliefs not based on truth enslave us, they do not free us. We 
know that Satan presents lies to us as though they are truth and he does this by 
discrediting God. We know that truth is rooted in God. The battle for truth, in fact, rages 
on and we must orient our lives around the truth that was delivered to us. And that last 
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part, we'll just emphasize a little bit more: truth isn't something that you discover and you
are the first one who knows this, that you define, it's something that is delivered. So as 
we get to this understanding of this definition of what truth is, what we need to 
understand is that it is delivered to us. You don't get the option of defining truth.

I was talking to a lady many years ago and she claimed to be a Christian, she owned a 
Midas shop in Lowell and I came to find out many years later she was a sister to 
somebody who used to attend here. And I was talking to her one day and she said she was
a Christian. I said, "Oh, you are." And I started talking about the Bible. "I don't really 
believe the Bible. I kinda believe that, you know, it was corrupted by men." Oh, you do? 
So what do you believe about Jesus? "Well, I believe that Jesus was a good man." And I 
said, "Do you believe he lived?" "Well, if he did live, he was a really good man." I said if
you believe he was the Son of God why don't you believe all of that? But why do you call
yourself a Christian? "Well, because I do the things that Jesus would have done." I said to
her, "Well, I've got news for you. I'm sorry to tell you but I'm happy to tell you that it is 
not up to you to define who a Christian is. The Bible gives us a definition of a Christian. 
You conform to it or you don't conform to it. You are a Christian or you are not a 
Christian." God doesn't say, "Do you think you're a Christian? Well, go with that." He 
defines what a Christian is and if you don't meet that definition, you are not a Christian. 
Point blank. So in terms of understanding that, the only thing that you can do is respond 
to the truth that was delivered to you. You can't make it up.

So what is truth? The first thing we all need to understand is, this is what he said, John 
said, "And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto 
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another." Okay. So 
truth was from the beginning. Doesn't that make sense? If it was rooted in God and God 
is eternal, then truth was from the beginning. It sounds like a logical conclusion to make. 
And if truth was from the beginning, he says to her what the truth is, this is truth "that we 
love one another."

Now, when I say it and I just put it like that, you might get the feeling of butterflies. Is 
anyone in here engaged? No one here is engaged. Everybody is either married or you're 
looking to get engaged maybe sometime. But the point is that it's not like, okay, there are 
butterflies in my stomach and that's what he's talking about, and it's not something that, 
well, I'm going to make this sacrifice and help my friend do X, Y and Z. You know, Dave
is a wonderful man. Years ago, my mother before she passed away was moving and I said
to Dave just in passing, "I've got to pack up. I've got to get a trailer and take it down to 
Florida and bring back some of her stuff because she can't bring all of that stuff with her."
And Dave said, "Do you need help? I'll drive with you." He drove with me to Florida. 
That was showing love and I thanked him for it but as loving as that was, we must get a 
broader definition of what truth is, a clearer definition of what truth is, a more 
encompassing definition of what truth is.

But since it was from the beginning, we know this: before there was hate, there was love; 
before there were lies, there was truth; before there were enemies, there were brethren. 
Sin birthed lies, hate and enemies. Sin birthed all things that are evil. So truth, God tells 
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us, there is a relationship between truth and love that we need to explore because, again, 
what John writes here is that that truth is that we love one another.

I'm just trying to find my page here, and this is what we find in Romans 15:30, "Now I 
beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that 
ye strive together with me in your prayers to God." So what Paul is now telling us that 
obviously John has delivered to us through the Holy Spirit, is that this idea of truth and 
love is based on the Lord Jesus Christ. It's based on the work of the Spirit. And this 
whole idea of truth is something that in love is others focused; he wants them to strive 
together with him in prayer.

Jesus said in Matthew 22, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Love is the one word that
sums up the 10 Commandments. So do you see the relationship I'm making? When God 
says love in the truth, he is basing that word "love" on the 10 Commandments. He's 
basing that word "love" on his revelation to mankind. He is saying that if you love in the 
truth, you love in accordance with my word. If you recall the 10 Commandments, you 
have the first four, we talk about man's relationship with God; in the last six, we talk 
about man's relationship with man. It's all about love as God has described it, as God will 
later expound upon it throughout the Old Testament. If you look at the Old Testament, 
you will see where each of those commandments are elaborated upon and spread apart 
and made so that we can understand them and we can attempt to obey them. When Jesus 
describes it here in Matthew, what Jesus is saying is when you break all the 10 
Commandments down, we're talking about loving God and loving man.

So when you love in the truth, you're loving in accordance with God's revelation. That's a
big statement. You're loving in accordance with God's revelation. How do I love you? I 
love you by making sure I love God. What the Bible says in 1 John 4 is that I love him 
because he first loved me. Without God showing me how to love, I have no idea actually 
how to do it. My love will not be enduring. My love will not be sincere. My love will not 
be others focused. 

So we need to know that love is the one word that sums up all the 10 Commandments and
as we said, it is a work of the Spirit. When we go to John 14, the Gospel of John, Jesus 
said, "If you love me, keep my commandments and I will pray to the Father and he shall 
give you another comforter that he may abide with you forever." This is the second 
reference to if you love me and the truth being the work of the Spirit, and what is 
important that we get out of this is that I can't just use the strength of my will to say that I
am going to be obedient to God and love you. If the Spirit is not in me, then I'm not 
equipped. If the Spirit is not guiding me, then I don't have knowledge. If the Spirit is not 
leading me, then I don't have discernment and I don't know how to do it.

So the Lord Jesus Christ says it is a work of the Spirit, where the Lord says elsewhere in 
the epistles is that God will will in us to do of his good pleasure. He enables us to do this.
So the entirety of the Old Testament as we learn in the book of Galatians with the Mosaic
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law, it all pointed to our own inability to conform to God's will perfectly so that we 
become acceptable to him, and that's why Jesus Christ came to that which we could not 
do. And the Lord says that as he ascended, he will make sure that who remains, who is 
the Holy Spirit, the comforter, who is a restraining force on this earth today because we 
Christians are here. And the Bible tells us in Romans 8 is that his Spirit witnesses to us 
and tells us that we are the children of God and the Lord enables us to live in light of the 
truth. He enables us to walk in love in the truth.

To love Jesus is to obey Jesus. He said if you love him, you will keep his 
commandments. Jesus is the way. Jesus is the truth. And Jesus is the life. So if we try to 
understand what truth is, then we need to understand this. In fact, when we go to verse 9 
in our text today, he says, "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son." Isn't this compatible with what Jesus said? What we need to know is that if we 
follow Jesus, we love Jesus, we will follow Jesus. We will follow Jesus only if we 
believe Jesus. And if we believe Jesus, we believe the Father and the converse is true. If 
we do not follow Jesus, we do not love him. Don't tell me you love Jesus Christ and you 
don't know anything that he said. You don't love him. Don't tell me you love Jesus Christ 
and you don't read the Bible and you have no clue because I've got news for you, the 
Lord Jesus Christ isn't sitting down with you today over coffee telling you everything he 
wants you to know. He has left it in his word. He has preserved it in his word so that you 
could read it for yourself so you could know him. So if you don't follow Jesus, you do not
love him. If we do not believe Jesus, we will not follow him. So why is it that I'm not 
going to follow Jesus? Well, because I don't believe what he said, and if we do not 
believe the Father, we will not believe his Son.

Years ago, a friend got married and his wife did not believe. He was not Christian and his
wife was not Christian. We were talking on the phone one day and she said, "I don't need 
to go through the Son to get to the Father. I believe in the Father. I don't believe in the 
Son." Is that what the Scripture tells us? No, in fact, if we do not believe the Father, we 
do not believe the Son. She did not even believe the record that God gave because he 
gave that record of his Son. She did not believe God.

So in case you haven't understood and I trust that you have, this whole battle for truth is a
spiritual one. That's what we're fighting. It is a spiritual battle. It is something that we 
cannot shrink from. It's something that we cannot choose to not engage with. It's 
something that we find ourselves in the middle of regardless. We are in a spiritual battle 
and as it is a spiritual battle, you know that it has opposition. So when you go here to 
verse 7, it says, "For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist." 

So let me tell you that there are people who are convincing, who are loving, who are 
strong, who are powerful, and they don't believe in the Gospel. When Hillary Rodham 
Clinton was running for the office of the President in this past election, she had a person 
named Bill Shillady who is a Methodist minister and he sent her daily devotions each 
day. So now he has collated those, he is writing a book and the name of the book is 
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"Strong for a Moment Like This: The Daily Devotions of Hillary Rodham Clinton." 
That's a takeoff of what's said in the book of Esther. So this person who is a Methodist 
minister, by the way, Hillary now wants to become a Methodist minister, when they now 
go and they present to you the truth, they are deceivers. When they present to you what 
they believe is the truth, they present to you things that are opposed to what God has 
already written in his word, to what Jesus stood for, for what Jesus said, so they are 
antichrists. If you are told something or if you say something and it is against Scripture 
and you teach that something, then that statement would apply to you. 

I was on a plane, I'll wrap this up in five minutes. We're going a little long. I was on a 
plane recently coming from San Diego and I was talking, I was in a window seat and I 
was talking to a guy in the middle seat and I started talking to him about Jesus Christ and 
he said that he had gone to a church that, interestingly enough, is not far from where I 
live. Then I started asking him about what he knew about Jesus Christ and the guy in the 
aisle seat said, interjected into the conversation and said, "I believe all that stuff that 
you're saying." I said, "You do?" He said, "Yes, and do you know what I wish? I wish 
that people knew the truth. I wish that they knew that Christians, Jews and Muslims, they 
all worship the same God." I said, "That's an interesting assertion you make." He said, 
"Yes, but it's true." So I engaged in a discussion with him similar to what happened 
today, how do you know truth. Who gets to define it. How do you know when you are 
being deceived. What has God said. At the end of our discussion, he looked at me and he 
said to me, "What are you trying to accomplish with me?" I said to him, "That's a great 
question. Let me answer. I'm trying to get you to reconsider who Jesus Christ is." Isn't 
that what Jesus said? "Who do people say I am?" And then he asked the question, "Who 
do you say I am?"

So as we wrap up, we need to understand that when people reject Jesus, they end up with 
this statement: that truth is unknown. When Jesus went before Pilate, Jesus presented him
with the truth. In verse 37, Jesus told him this was the reason why he came into the 
world. That's what Jesus said to him. Jesus said to him, "For this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Everyone that is of truth hears my voice."
Pilate said unto him, "What is truth?" Pilate chose to view the truth with skepticism or to 
outrightly reject the truth. 

The truth is wrapped up in Jesus. Who do you say he is? Do you believe him? If you 
believe the Father, you believe the Son. And when you don't believe the Son, then you 
fall into the hands of deceivers. The people who crucified Jesus Christ listened to their 
leaders as they told lies about Jesus. These people had heard testimony of Christ, maybe 
even heard Christ speak himself, and they were told things similar to what Satan did in 
the garden, "Is this really what Jesus said? That surely is not true." And for that reason, 
they acted in accordance with their beliefs which was to defend those inner beliefs and 
the way to do that was to crucify the Lord of glory. 

When you know the truth, you have discernment. What it says in verse 8 is, "Look to 
yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a 
full reward." What does it mean "look to yourselves"? Well, I've talked to this church 
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before about the four-legged stool. The four-legged stool says that you read, you pray, 
you fellowship and you witness. If you are doing all those things that were modeled by 
Jesus Christ, then you are a four-legged stool, that means that you can handle a lot of the 
trials and the tribulations and depressions of life. If you think about a stool in your house,
it might weigh six pounds but it can carry hundreds. Life is going to come on you, it's 
going to descend on you, it's going to put pressure on you and attempt to crush you, and 
if you don't believe in the truth and you fall into the hands of deceivers, then you will be 
susceptible and fooled. But if you do believe the truth, one of the ways to make sure that 
you are shored up is that you do not forsake the assembling together of yourselves. You 
come together. That's the reason, again, why what John said here in verse 8 is, "Look to 
yourselves. Come together. Fellowship with one another so that you can now be 
reoriented, that your compass could be recalibrated, and that you can now go out into the 
world and you can be able to recognize sin, deceit, iniquity and lies."

That's how you do it. One of the ways that you do it is that you come together because 
when you come together, you'll talk about the Lord Jesus Christ. When you come 
together, you will read Scripture. When you come together, you will make plans on how 
you could even witness, people bring in unbelievers and you witness and you'll be 
motivated to go out into the lost world and tell them about the Savior who has come and 
who will come again.

The gravity of lies is such that we get that understanding when we know the truth because
we'll know that when we do not condemn a lie, we support a lie. That's why it says here 
in verse 10, "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of 
his evil deeds." There is no such thing as being nice and saying God speed to the 
Mormon who comes to your door. There is no such thing as saying, "May the Lord be 
with you," to the Jehovah's Witness who gives you one of their Watchtower pamphlets. 
You have to be able to get an intolerance for sin, a sensitivity toward lies, and a greater 
commitment to the truth, which doesn't mean you have no compassion toward those who 
are wrapped up in lies. 

So if we know the truth, we will acquire fidelity toward God, a sense of urgency for 
witnessing, an absolute need to pray. We will feel starved without fellowship. We will 
feel incomplete without reading our Bibles. And finally, church, what we need to know to
wrap this up and close, is that if you think that the battle is concluded, the battle goes on. 

Sorry this was a long message but I really felt compelled to let you know that this battle 
for truth is a battle that is as old as sin itself. It is something that affects our lives and if 
we don't understand that it is rooted in God and that the truth is that we love as God has 
said to love and God's message on how to love is embodied by his commandments to us 
and it is embodied by what Jesus said in his ministry, Jesus said, "If you love me, obey 
my commandments," and never gave a list. He never gave a list. What he was saying is, 
"Know me and you will know what I want you to do." That's why it's important that in 
order for us to adhere to his word, the Holy Spirit lives inside us to direct us, to order our 
steps so that we will be pleasing to God. 
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Truth isn't what you think it is. It isn't what you just contrive. It isn't what you just figured
out. It isn't a feeling that has come over you. It isn't what you've learned from some sage 
in some place or some person that is important to your life. Truth is delivered to us by 
God so that we can know God, so that we can love God, so that we can love people, so 
that we can worship God, so that we can serve him. And that's the truth that we need to 
walk in.

Let's close in prayer.

Father, we just praise your name and thank you for this message. We thank you for this 
short epistle of 2 John. And I pray, Father, that you will have touched hearts, that you 
will have challenged us all and, Lord, that you will save those amongst us who know not 
Christ. So Lord God, we just pray for those that we mentioned at the top of this service 
and message, that you just be with them and meet them in their needs. We ask that you 
just bless us as we part. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
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