
DISCIPLESHIP 
 

“We must conclude that the gospel isn’t just for evangelism, the 
init ial making of disciples. It is also for discipleship, the continual 
making of disciples. Jesus’s view of discipleship is radically gospel 
centered. The gospel is for not-yet disciples and already disciples 
. . .  
 
Followers of Jesus make and mature disciples by going with the 
gospel, baptizing disciples into gospel community, and teaching 
the gospel. We are to go in the power of the gospel, baptize into 
the grace of the gospel, and teach the Person of the gospel. 
Jesus is the ground of our going, the goal of our baptizing, and 
the gospel of our teaching. Making disciples is radically Jesus 
centered. This is how we make disciples—gospel going, gospel 
baptizing, gospel teaching.  
 
If making disciples happens through gospel-centered going, 
baptizing, and teaching, the semantic distinction between 
evangelism and discipleship is superfluous. Disciples are made, 
whether for the first or the fiftieth time, through the gospel. 
Jesus’s real concern was not evangelism versus discipleship, but 
the good news. Both are a product of the gospel . . . 
 
Jesus’s definition of a disciple includes the three aspects of 
rational, relational, and missional. These aspects are expressed 
through the communication of gospel truth (rational) within 
everyday relationships of love (relational) with a grace agenda to 
baptize people into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
(missional). A disciple of Jesus, then, is someone who learns the 
gospel, relates in the gospel, and communicates the gospel. In 
short, disciples are gospel centered.”   

 
Jonathan Dodson in Gospel-Centered Discipleship (emphases mine) 

 
[NOTE:  On the inside pages I’ve shown how Dobson’s three aspects of discipleship are 
found in both Jesus’ Plan and Paul’s Practice of discipleship.] 

 

FORMATION  (spiritual mothering, 1 Thess. 2:8):  This stage and strategy of 
discipleship is characterized by the image of a mother nursing her own 
children, gently providing the relational context for a fresh, fragile new life to 
take shape…requires relational encouragement for delighting in the gospel. 
 
FORTIFICATION  (spiritual fathering, 1 Thess. 2:11-13):  Notice the words 
used here: exhorted, encouraged, charged. This stage of discipleship 
requires strong, impassioned pleas for the disciple to walk worthily of God 
by way of the Word of God (vv. 12-13). Paul paints the picture of a father 
who comes alongside his child and uses the Word of God to point out a path 
that will lead this young one to follow God’s call to live in and for His 
kingdom and His glory (v. 12) . . . requires biblical education for discerning 
the gospel. 
 
VOCATION (spiritual brothering, 1 Thess. 1:6, 2:14):  Throughout his letter, 
Paul refers to the believers as “brothers.” These believers, who were once 
newborn babes and then children in Christ, are now full-grown adults in the 
faith, brothers and sisters to and co-laborers with Paul and his team. Now 
they imitate Jesus, Paul, and other churches in their love for God and people 
(1:6, 2:14) . . . requires missional equipping for declaring the gospel. 
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Spiritual Parenting is 
both sequential (three 
stages of progress in 
discipleship) and 
cyclical (all three 
continue to be ongoing 
strategies for the 
process of discipleship). 
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DISCIPLESHIP: Jesus’ Plan 
Matthew 28:18-20 (see also Luke 24:46-49 and Acts 1:8) 

Gospel-centered 
The commission to proclaim the good 
news about Jesus is grounded in and 

guaranteed by Jesus’ power and presence. 

Jesus’ power: “All authority… given to me” 
Jesus’ presence: ”I am with you always” 

vv. 18, 20  

Missional Going “going…make disciples of all nations”  vs. 19 

Relational Baptizing “make disciples . . .  
baptizing them in the name”  vs. 19 

Biblical1 Teaching “make disciples . . .  
teaching them all I have commanded”  vs. 19 

DISCIPLESHIP: Paul’s Practice 
Acts 17:1-8 and 1 Thessalonians 

Gospel-centered 
Paul carried out Jesus’ commission 

by proclaiming and practicing  
the good news about Jesus. 

“this Jesus we proclaim” 
“practicing another king…Jesus” 

Acts 17:3, 7 

Missional Gospel Compassion 
“not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth 

from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in 
God has gone forth everywhere”  1 Thess. 1:8 

Relational Gospel Community 

“being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready 
to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

also our own selves, because you had become very 
dear to us”  1 Thess. 2:8 (see also 2:17—3:13) 

Biblical1 Gospel Content “declared/shared/proclaimed the gospel of God”   
1 Thess. 2:2,7,5 (see also 1:5-7, 2:3,13) 

Jesus’	  3	  Marks	  of	  a	  Disciple	  in	  John:	  	  Abide	  in	  His	  words	  (biblical,	  8:31-‐32);	  Love	  other	  disciples	  (relational,	  13:34-‐35);	  Bear	  fruit	  (missional,	  15:8)2	  

2	  3	  Marks	  of	  Disciples	  from	  Following	  the	  Master:	  A	  Biblical	  Theology	  of	  Discipleship	  by	  Michael	  J.	  Wilkins	  1	  In	  GCD	  Dobson	  uses	  the	  term	  “rational”	  where	  I	  use	  “biblical”	  -‐-‐	  we	  both	  mean	  gospel	  content.	  


