
THE FIFTH TRUMPET, REVELATION 9:1-11 

Well let’s open our Bibles please to Revelation chapter 9.  We’re going to read together the entire 
chapter, though the focus of our study will be on the first eleven verses.  Revelation chapter 9: 

“1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was 
given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke 
out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of 
the smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that 
they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only 
those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they 
should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the 
torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and 
shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the 
locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like 
gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and 
their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; 
and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was 
to hurt men five months. 11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless 
pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name 
Apollyon. 12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. 

“13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels 
which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed, which were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 16 And 
the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the 
number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having 
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads 
of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the 
third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of 
their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto 
serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. 20 And the rest of the men which were not 
killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, 
nor hear, nor walk: 21 neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornication, nor of their thefts.” 

Now we are in the midst of studying together the seven trumpets, which represent the judgments 
of God.  We have seen that these trumpet judgments are God’s retribution against the wicked in 
this age.  As the wicked carry out their evil actions against God and against one another and 



against the Christians in this age, God responds with these trumpet judgments to punish them for 
their sins and to call them to repentance for their sins in this age. 

We have seen that these judgments are present in every generation, and we have seen that these 
judgments exist all around the world.  Human sins call for divine judgment, and those who defy 
God and rebel against God cannot escape His wrath, either in this life or in the next.   

These trumpet judgments are only a partial and incomplete expression of God’s wrath against 
sin, and these trumpet judgments are designed to be a warning to the wicked to flee from the 
wrath to come, which will be revealed at the last judgment.  God’s wrath at the end of this age 
will be far greater, and it will be far more severe than any of these trumpet judgments are.   

And so it is a great encouragement to persecuted saints to know that the wicked are not going to 
go unpunished for their wickedness against God and His people.  They are being partially 
punished now in these trumpet judgments, and they will be fully punished later in the lake of fire 
if they do not repent. 

Now last week we looked at the first four trumpet judgments.  We saw that these judgments 
consisted of calamities of nature, which God brings to pass on the land, on the sea, on the inland 
waters, and on the heavens above.  These disasters that occur in these four realms of nature are 
acts of God, by which He expresses His wrath upon all those who defy Him.  Clearly, there is no 
place that people may go in order to escape the retribution of God.   

Every disaster in the realm of nature is God’s messenger to sinful humanity to repent, and it is a 
sample of the wrath to come if they do not.  Every kind of natural calamity, be it forest fires, 
earthquakes, tidal waves, hurricanes, volcanoes, epidemic diseases, drought, floods, solar flares, 
asteroid impacts on the earth—all of them, of whatever nature, are all brought to pass upon sinful 
men by the hand of God to punish them for their sins against God and His people, and to call 
them to repentance for those sins, lest they experience even greater judgments, in the day of 
judgment.  As bad as these physical disasters in the realm of nature that God brings to pass are, 
yet they are not nearly as bad as the three remaining trumpet judgments that we are going to be 
looking at together in subsequent weeks.   

So last week we looked at the first four trumpet judgments, which were disasters brought to pass 
by God in the realm of nature for the punishment of the wicked for their sinfulness against God 
and His people.  But as we proceed through chapters 9 and 10 and 11 of the book of Revelation, 
we are going to see three additional trumpet judgments that are far worse than these first four 
that we looked at last week.   

In these first four trumpet judgments, we had natural calamities, but in the next three trumpets, 
we are going to have spiritual calamity, we are going to have man-made calamities, and then we 
are going to have the final calamity of the last judgment.  The spiritual calamity, which we will 
be looking at today, is that of satanic activity and oppression which is unleashed upon the wicked 



in the fifth trumpet.  Then we will see in the sixth trumpet at the end of chapter 9, the man-made 
calamity that consists of the great wars which men provoke across the globe and through the 
ages, and through which hundreds of millions of people suffer and die.   

Then the final trumpet, the final calamity, will be the day of God’s wrath, in which the final 
destruction of the wicked occurs, and the vindication and reward of the righteous is declared, in 
that seventh trumpet in chapter 11.  For the wicked, the seventh trumpet will be the greatest 
horror that could possibly be imagined, but for the righteous, that seventh trumpet will be the 
greatest honor that could ever be conceived.   

So these, then, are the three woes that are yet to come in our description of our book, spoken of 
in chapter 8 and verse 13.  You remember chapter 8 and verse 13 from last week?  “13 And I 
beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, 
woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three 
angels, which are yet to sound.”  And those three woes are the spiritual calamity, the man-made 
calamity, and the final calamity, which will be the day of God’s ultimate wrath. 

Now today we’re going to consider together the fifth trumpet, which is the first woe that is 
spoken of in chapter 8 and verse 13.  And this judgment of the fifth trumpet involves God 
permitting Satan to unleash the deceptions of hell and the demons of hell upon all those who 
reject the gospel.   

When people fail to respond to God’s gracious gospel invitations and set themselves against 
Christ and His people, God then gives them over to demonic forces.  They suffer the 
consequences of rejecting Christ as Lord, and that consequence is that instead, they have Satan 
as lord.  Satan is an abusive lord and treats those who follow him with deadly deceptions and 
with cruel torments.  Here in this fifth trumpet judgment, we see God’s retribution against the 
wicked for their wicked deeds, by giving them over to Satan, who then viciously abuses them 
and gives them a foretaste in this life of the hell that they are going to suffer in the next life.  The 
way of the transgressor is hard, and part of the pain that transgressors endure for their defiant 
transgressions is revealed in this fifth seal.   

The purpose of allowing Satan to abuse the rebellious and the wicked is certainly to begin to 
punish them for their sins, even in this life.  But the purpose is also to show them that it is a 
painful and wretched life when they are exposed to satanic abuse, and to lead them to repentance 
so they might be released from the cruelties of Satan.  If they are tormented by Satan in this life 
and are miserable because of it, how much more will they be tormented by Satan in hell and be 
even infinitely more miserable?  You remember what the rich man said when he was in hell.  He 
says, “I am tormented by this flame.”  If serving Satan is so bitter now in this life, how will they 
bear the horrors of hell later?   

So even in this awful trumpet blast of God’s temporal judgment in unleashing part of Satan’s evil 
upon Satan’s people now, there is mercy, because by giving them a foretaste of what it will be 



like in the future, God is giving them a vast incentive to repent and to turn away from serving 
Satan now, and to submit and turn towards serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  Thus they are given a 
foretaste of hell in this life, so that they might repent and not experience the full horrors of hell in 
the next life.   

Well what we want to do then today is to examine this fifth trumpet judgment together, and 
consider what it is like to be on the receiving end of God’s judgment in this life, and in particular, 
what it is like when He unleashes Satan on you.   

In the first place then, let’s consider together the opening of the pit.  The opening of the pit is in 
verses 1 through 2a.  Notice Revelation 9:1: “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall 
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened 
the bottomless pit.”   

Now when the fifth angel sounded, John saw a star fall from heaven to earth.  This star that falls 
from heaven to earth is a symbolic visual image that represents Satan himself, who is a fallen 
angel, and an angel who has been cast out of heaven and down to the earth.  Angels are often 
referred to as “stars” in the Scriptures. 

For example, we saw in our previous study, Revelation chapter 1 and verse 20 speaks of the fact 
that the seven stars that are in the hand of Jesus are the angels of the seven churches.  
Furthermore, speaking of the time of the creation of the earth, Job 38 and verse 7 calls the angels 
the morning stars who sang together for joy over the creation that God had made.  And 
Revelation 9 and verse 11, our very chapter, identifies this angel of this bottomless pit by the 
name “destroyer,” in both Hebrew and in Greek.   

Jesus identifies this destroyer as Satan himself, when in John chapter 10 and verse 10, he says, 
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.”  And notice verse 11 of our 
chapter: “And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in 
the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.”  Abaddon 
means destruction, and Apollyon means destroyer.   

So in John 10:10, Jesus says the thief comes not but for to kill and steal and destroy.  And Jesus 
says, in contrast to that thief, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.”  So wherever the thief is, he’s doing the opposite of the work of Jesus Christ.  
Clearly, the thief is Satan, who opposes Christ in His work. 

Now the verb “destroy” in John 10 and verse 10 is a translation of the same Greek word that is 
translated Apollyon in Revelation 9 and verse 11.  So the Apollyon of Revelation 9 and verse 11 
is the thief who comes to steal and kill and destroy in John 10 and verse 10. 

This star that falls from heaven to earth is Satan, and Jesus refers to this event of him falling 
from heaven to earth prophetically when He says in Luke 10 and verse 18, “I beheld Satan as 



lightning fall from heaven.”  You remember the context of that statement is when Jesus sent out 
the seventy to preach the gospel, and when they returned they said, “Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name,” and then Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall as lightning from 
heaven.”  Now when did this fall spoken of in Revelation 9 and verse 1 occur?  Well the answer 
is, it occurred at the ascension of the Lord Jesus.   

If you will turn please to Revelation chapter 12, we’re going to read together verses 1 to 12.  
Revelation chapter 12, verses 1 to 12, says: 

“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars,” clearly speaking of Israel here.  
“2 and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 3 And there 
appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, 
and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be 
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.”  You remember Herod wanted to 
destroy Jesus as soon as He was born.  Verse 5: “And she brought forth a man child,” that’s 
Jesus, “who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron”—He’s going to inherit the throne of David
—“and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.”  There’s the death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“6 And the woman,” that is, the covenant community—the people of God, “fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days. 7 And there was”—here it is—“war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 and prevailed not; 
neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now 
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 11 And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death.”   

Now here it is, verse 12: “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the 
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 

So when Jesus ascended to heaven and presented His work before the Father of redeeming His 
elect, Satan the accuser of the brethren was defeated.  He was cast out of heaven, down onto the 
earth.  He was that star that fell from heaven to earth, and what happened when he hit the earth is 
that he opened the bottomless pit.  That’s comprehended in verse 12: “Woe to the inhabiters of 
the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he 
knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 



When the New Covenant era ends and Jesus returns, the Devil’s time is up.  And so the inhabiters 
of the earth and the sea—that is, all of humanity—are in a terrible state of woe now, because 
Satan is now dwelling, not in heaven, but on the earth.  Heaven’s a better place because Satan’s 
been cast out—verse 12: “Rejoice, he heavens, and ye that dwell in them.”  Earth is now far 
worse off, because Satan has moved his residence, and now he’s resident on the earth.   

And what happened when Satan fell to the earth?  Well the answer is, he unleashed his lies and 
his demonic hoards in order to persecute the people of the earth.  So when Christ ascended to 
heaven, Satan was cast out of heaven and down to the earth, and to him was given—notice—the 
key to the bottomless pit.   

Revelation 9 and verse 1: “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto 
the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.”  Now notice the key “was given” 
to him.  He doesn’t possess it; he doesn’t control it.  It was given to him.  Who controls the key?  
Well the answer is, Jesus does, because we read back in Revelation chapter 1 and verse 18, Jesus 
says, “I…have the keys of hell and of death.”   

The point is that Satan can nothing without the permission of God, and so the only thing he’s 
able to do is what Jesus allows him to do.  He is a defeated foe, and we’re going to see this 
increasingly as we move through the rest of the book of Revelation.  We’re going to have an 
everexpanding awareness and understanding of the degree of the sovereignty and the control that 
Jesus has over Satan and that He has over the wicked.   

Jesus is not involved in some desperate battle where it’s uncertain whether He’s going to win or 
lose.  He’s already won the battle, and now He’s executing His victory.  He has complete and 
total domination over His enemies, and we begin to see that here, where Jesus hands to him the 
key to the bottomless pit, to allow him to do some limited things that will serve the purposes of 
Christ, even though Satan intends that they shall harm the purposes of Christ. 

So Satan was given permission by Christ to employ his lies and to employ his demons, here 
called “locusts,” in order to torment and deceive the people of the earth and to bring upon them 
misery and darkness.  And we’re going to be looking at that more in a few moments under our 
second heading.   

This bottomless pit is the prison of the demons, where they are contained until the final 
judgment.  You recall in Luke chapter 8 and verse 31, when Jesus was casting the demons out of 
the man of Gadara, they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the abyss
—into the pit.  This is the exact same word that’s used here of the bottomless pit.   

So we read about this abyss, this bottomless pit, this place where the demons are contained, in 
Revelation 11 and verse 7, and in Revelation 17 and verse 8, and in Revelation 20 verse 1 and 3.  



And what we see is this abyss, or this pit, is the place out of which all evil on the earth arises.  It 
is the place out of which Satan sends forth his minions to accomplish his work here on earth.   

You recall that in Jude chapter 1 and in verse 6, it says of the fallen angels, “6 And the angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.”  This is why the demons didn’t want 
to be sent back to the abyss.  They liked running around on the earth and tormenting people, and 
they didn’t want to be sent back where they couldn’t do that work.  So this abyss is, if you will, 
the holding tank of all of Satan’s demons and all of Satan’s evil.   

Well, having seen the opening of the pit, in the second place let us consider together the contents 
of the pit.  The contents of the pit are described in verses 2b all the way to verse 11:  

“2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a 
great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 3 And 
there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the 
grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not 
the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but 
that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, 
when he striketh a man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall 
desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto 
horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces 
were as the faces of men. 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the 
teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their 
wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 10 And they had tails like 
unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months. 
11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the 
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.” 

Now out of this abyss, this bottomless pit that Satan opened, arose two things.  First of all, a 
thick black smoke that obscured the sun; and secondly, a great horde of locusts that tormented 
men.  This is reminiscent of the plague of locusts that Moses brought upon Egypt in Exodus 
chapter 10, verses 12 to 20.  And as we have said, these trumpet judgments are reflective of the 
plagues of Egypt during the time of the Exodus.  In the plague of locusts that Moses brought 
upon Egypt in Exodus 10, verses 12 to 20, we see that they cover the face of the earth, the land 
was darkened because of them, and they consumed every green plant.   

This trumpet judgment, while using language that echoes the Egyptian plague, speaks of 
something far worse than a literal plague of locusts.  The darkness that this trumpet judgment 
produces and the locusts that it brings forth are once again visual symbolic imagery of something 
far worse than the plague of Egypt.   



First of all, then, let’s consider together the smoke out of the pit.  The smoke out of the pit is 
described in verse 2.  Notice it says, “And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke 
out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of 
the smoke of the pit.”  What we see here is a thick black smoke arising out of this bottomless pit 
that obscures the light of the sun and any illumination that might come from the sky.   

Now light is used in the Scriptures as a metaphor for truth and as a metaphor for purity or 
holiness.  It’s used as a metaphor for truth in many places—for example, Isaiah 8:20: “To the law 
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them,” that is, it’s because there’s no truth in them.  If you don’t speak according to the 
Scriptures, there’s no truth in you; in other words, there’s no light in you, because light is a 
metaphor for truth.  We read this morning Psalm 119, verse 130: “The entrance of thy words 
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”  So light is equated with understanding and 
truth.   

And then light is also a metaphor not only for truth, but also for purity or holiness.  In First 
John 1 and verse 5, it says, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”  In Isaiah 10 and 
verse 17, the light of Israel is also called the Holy One of Israel.  And so these are names of God; 
God is named the Light of Israel, and He’s also named the Holy One of Israel, light clearly being 
a metaphor for holiness or purity. 

So then, this smoke that obscures the light of the sun and darkens the sky is simply the opposite 
of truth and purity.  It is the deception and lies of Satan that obscures and hides the truth, and it is 
the moral defilements that corrupt purity and holiness.  Satan produces spiritual darkness out of 
the pit, and by it he obscures the light of truth, and by it he obscures the light of purity and 
holiness.  He produces in this smoke lies, and he produces in this smoke immorality.   

This smoke is the false religions of the world, and the false teachings and heresies in the church 
that obscure the light of the gospel.  This smoke is the assault on biblical morality that teaches 
that the murder of unborn children is fine, adultery and fornication is acceptable, and lying and 
stealing are justified.  Satan floods the world with the darkness of lies and immorality, and by 
employing them, blinds men to the truth, and brings them into the practice of evil. 

And so, when the mass of people believe lies and when the mass of people practice wickedness, 
horrible outcomes are the result.  Lives are destroyed, marriages are destroyed, churches are 
destroyed, cultures are destroyed, nations are destroyed.  As verse 11 says, Satan is a destroyer, 
and he destroys the unsaved by plunging them into lies and by plunging them into immorality.  
He clouds the minds of the lost and he darkens their understanding.   

And our culture, the one in which we are living right now, is a culture of smoke from the pit.  
What comes out of the entertainment industry?  It is the smoke from the pit.  What comes out of 
our universities and colleges?  The smoke from the pit.  What comes out of our public schools?  
The smoke from the pit.  What comes out of the mouths of our politicians and our courts?  The 



smoke from the pit.  What do you see and hear on TV and radio and on the Internet?  The smoke 
from the pit.  In every one of those institutions and activities, you see the lies of Satan belching 
forth, and you see the immorality of Satan being powerfully promoted.   

So when you hear the lies and you hear and see the promotion of immorality, you need to say to 
yourself, “There is the smoke from the pit.”  And what is that smoke doing?  It’s obscuring the 
light of the gospel, isn’t it—the light of the truth, the light of purity.  So Satan is working 
throughout this world to becloud the minds of people with lies and with immorality, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel should shine in unto them, and they should be saved. 

This is the plague that Christ allows Satan to bring upon the ungodly.  He clouds their minds 
with lies, he clouds their lives with wickedness, and as a result of the lies they believe and the 
wickedness they practice, they have terrible outcomes.  They have miserable lives.  The way of 
the transgressor becomes very, very hard.   

But not only do we see the smoke of the pit, notice secondly, the locusts of the pit.  The locusts 
of the pit are described at length in verses 3 all the way to verse 11.  Now John’s vision of these 
locusts recalls two passages in which they appear—that of the Exodus plague, which we have 
already mentioned, in Exodus 10, verses 12 to 20; and also the terrible plague of locusts that 
were set as God’s judgment on Israel in the book of Joel.  In Joel chapter 1, the plague of locusts 
is described, and the destruction of the land and the people is declared.  And then in Joel 
chapter 2, an intensification of the plague of locusts is promised, unless the people repent and 
return to the Lord.  So the locust plague of Egypt and the locust plague of Joel chapter 1 and 
chapter 2, form the backdrop for this plague of locusts that is described to us here in chapter 9.   

Notice Revelation 9, verse 3: “And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto 
them was given power.”  Now these two great locust plagues—the one in Egypt and the other 
one in Israel; the one in Exodus and the other one in Joel—both foreshadow the plague of locusts 
here in Revelation chapter 9.  They convey the message of God’s wrath being poured out on 
Egypt in Exodus and on Israel in Joel for their defiance of God and for their rebellion against 
God. 

When Pharaoh in Egypt defied God and rebelled against God, and persecuted God’s people—
locusts.  And when Israel rebelled against God and defied God and persecuted God’s prophets—
locusts.  And now here we have the people of the world defying God and rebelling against God 
and persecuting the people of God.  And God says, Okay, I’ll send my locusts.   

But the locusts described here in Revelation 9 are clearly not literal locusts.  These locusts in 
Revelation 9 do not attack the plant life of earth.  Notice verse 4a: “And it was commanded them 
that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree.”  So 
these are not ordinary locusts.  Locusts are herbivores, but these locusts don’t eat any plants of 
any kind.  Instead, we see that they attack people, and they attack only a select group of people—
those, it says in verse 4b, who do not have the seal of God in their foreheads.  It says in verse 4, 



Don’t hurt the vegetation, but hurt those men which don’t have the seal of God in their 
foreheads.   

We explained this seal of God upon the believers at length when we studied Revelation 
chapter 7, verses 1 through 8.  We’re not going to go through that again.  If you’re curious, you 
can listen to the message.  But the point is, these locusts attack and harm only the unsaved people 
of the earth.  They do not harm the believers.  They are forbidden to harm the believers.  If you 
have the seal of God in your forehead, these locusts can’t touch you.  But if you don’t, they are 
all over you.   

Now as we look at the description of these locusts, we see two things about them.  First of all, 
they are terrible in both their appearance and their abilities.  They’re terrible in their appearance 
and in their abilities.   First, they have the power of scorpions.  Three times we’re told they have 
the power of scorpions.  In verse 3, it says, “unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the 
have power.”  In verse 5, “their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a 
man.”  And in verse 10, “And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their 
tails.” 

Now probably most of you have never been stung by a scorpion.  Thankfully I have not.  They 
live in the drier climates, and I’ve been told their sting is like nothing you have ever felt before.  
It is like being lit on fire—far worse than any bee sting.  And of course, depending upon the 
species of scorpion, they can even be fatal, though most of the time they’re not.  But they cause 
tremendous pain to those that they sting.  And these locusts have the power of scorpions.   

Secondly, they have strength like battle horses, verse 7a: “And the shapes of the locusts were like 
unto horses prepared unto battle.”  This is not your average nag out in the field that’s hipshot.  
This is a strong, virile stallion that is eager to go into battle and to create mayhem and terror.   

Thirdly, they have authority like kings, verse 7b: “And on their heads were as it were crowns like 
gold.”  And then fourth, they had the intelligence of men, verse 7c: “And their faces were as the 
faces of men.”  Fifth, they have the seductive power of women, verse 8: “They had hair as the 
hair of women.”  Sixth, it says they have the fierceness and the cruelty of lions, verse 8b: “And 
their teeth were as the teeth of lions.”  Seventh, verse 9 says they have the invincibility of 
armored troops.  “They had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron.”  Eighth, they have 
overwhelming numbers, verse 9b: “And the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of 
many horses running to battle.” 

Now all of these are metaphors.  This is all symbolic, visual imagery to convey to us that these 
locusts are superbly equipped to inflict tremendous damage on all that they assault.  They have 
the power of scorpions, the strength of battle horses, the authority of kings, the intelligence of 
men, the seductive power of women, the fierceness and cruelty of lions, the invincibility of 
armored troops, and overwhelming numbers.  They are superbly equipped to inflict tremendous 
damage on all they assault.  These locusts represent nothing other than Satan’s demons, who 



have capabilities no literal locust could ever possess, and who seek to harm that which no literal 
locust would ever attack.   

But these locusts are not only terrible in their appearance and their abilities, secondly, these 
locusts are also terrible in their activity and their effect.  In particular, their whole purpose is to 
hurt and torment men and to drive them to despair and self-destruction.  Their whole purpose is 
to drive them to a state of anguish and grief and sorrow by filling their lives with misery and 
pain.  Notice verse 4.  It says, “And it was commanded them that they should not hurt” the green 
things, but they should hurt “only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.” 

Now the purpose of these demons that Satan unleashes when he is cast down to the earth is that 
they would hurt men—a particular group of men, men who don’t have the seal of God, men who 
are unsaved.  The purpose of these demons is to hurt unsaved men.  They are going to damage 
the lost and they are going to harm the lost.  Verse 5 says, “To them it was given that they should 
not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the 
torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.”   

So not only are these demons unleashed on the unsaved to hurt them and damage and harm them, 
they’re also unleashed to torment them.  They will torture the lost with painful afflictions, like 
the sting of a scorpion.  They will be tormented with physical, emotional, and mental pain and 
anguish.  Notice verse 6: “And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall 
desire to die, and death shall flee from them.”   

Not only will they hurt the unsaved, not only will they torment the unsaved, they will drive the 
unsaved to despair and depression and hopelessness, so that it seems to the unsaved that they’re 
better off dead than alive.  They will bring them to despondency and despair and the brink of 
suicide.  They will wish they could die, but they can’t bring themselves to kill themselves, so 
they go on in the misery of a living death.   

Now twice we’re told that this torment, this injury, and this driving to despair that these demons 
will accomplish upon the unsaved will last for five months.  Notice verse 5: “And to them it was 
given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months.”  And 
verse 10: “And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their 
power was to hurt men five months.”   

Now you recall that when we studied numerology together, we saw that ten conveys the concept 
of perfection.  Therefore five, which is a division and a diminution of that number ten, conveys 
the idea of imperfect and incomplete judgment, a partial torment as opposed to a perfect torment.  
The number ten symbolizes perfection, so five symbolizes partial, not complete, not total 
perfection.  So it represents something less than the worst possible suffering which the number 
ten would represent.  The number five represents a partial suffering, as it were.  And notice, this 
partial suffering is for 100% of the people, not a third of them, but all of them.   



All of the unsaved, without exception, not just a portion of them, all of them without exception, 
will have a partial torment in this life from Satan’s demons.  They will have something less than 
perfect suffering; they will have something less than the worst possible suffering; they will have 
a partial suffering, which is a foretaste of the total suffering they will have, and the perfect 
suffering they will have, in the lake of fire.   

What we see here with this great emphasis on the sting in the tail and the hurting and the 
tormenting and the driving to despair and hopelessness is the trumpet judgment that God 
unleashes on the wicked for their defiance and rebellion against Him, and their persecution of 
His people.  We see that even though these people who are being tormented are the people of 
Satan, Satan does not care for the well-being of his people.   

What we have here is a description of how Satan treats his people, and this is the misery that his 
demons inflict upon them.  God punishes the unsaved for their persecution of His people by 
giving Satan liberty to abuse them.  Even though they serve Satan and his purposes, Satan sees 
them with contempt.  He views them as mere useful idiots, and he torments them for his pleasure 
as they serve him.   

Now notice verse 11: “And they,” that is, these demons, “had a king over them, which is the 
angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek 
tongue hath his name Apollyon.”  The king over these demons is Satan himself, the same star 
that fell in verse 1.  And here he’s called by two titles that describe who he is and what he does.   

The first title that’s given to him in Hebrew is the word Abaddon, and this word means 
destruction.  And his second title in Greek, Apollyon, means destroyer.  So his name is 
Destruction and his name is Destroyer—Abaddon and Apollyon.  Satan is a destroyer, and Satan 
works destruction, and that disposition also inhabits the demons that he directs to do his will.   

Remember John 10 and verse 10—“The thief comes not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy,” and that is what he does to all that he is given liberty to act upon.  Thank God Satan is 
not given such liberty to act on us.  Now that’s not to say that Satan doesn’t act on us at all, but 
Satan’s broad charter of liberty given to him by God for acting on the wicked, is something 
entirely different than the little, tiny, narrow degree of liberty Satan is given to act upon us.   

God uses Satan’s action against the wicked to punish and destroy them, and He virtually gives 
Satan a free hand.  But God uses Satan’s actions against us to save us and sanctify us and 
preserve us, in spite of Satan’s efforts and desires to the contrary.  We see this in the book of Job, 
do we not?  God forbids Satan to exercise a destroying influence on us, who are sealed with the 
seal of God.  We are protected from the trumpet judgments, just like the Israelites were protected 
from the ten plagues of Egypt.   

Now in order to demonstrate this, I want you all to turn in your Bibles, please, to Luke 
chapter 10.  I spoke of this passage earlier, but I want you to look at it now to cement what I am 



saying to you into your mind and to attach it to a biblical passage.  Luke chapter 10 and verse 1 
says, “After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two 
before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.”  And He gives them a 
bunch of instructions, and they go out and carry out the instructions. 

And I want you to notice verse 17: “And the seventy returned again with joy, saying,”—now get 
this—“Lord, even the demons are subject unto us through thy name.”  In other words, the 
demons didn’t have their way with the believers; the believers had their way with the demons.  
Now notice what Jesus says: “18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven.”  There’s Revelation 9 and verse 1.  There is Revelation 12 and verse 12.   

So Jesus is speaking prophetically here of what will occur at his ascension.  And what Jesus is 
saying here is, inherent in your subduing of the demons is a guarantee of the casting out of Satan 
in the near future. Jesus is saying: I can see it coming, and coming very soon. And it did occur 
soon, in just a year or two. 

So Jesus says in verse 18, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.”  Now here’s our verse, 
verse 19: “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions.”  Didn’t we read 
about scorpions somewhere?  This isn’t referring to real snakes and real scorpions, like the 
snakehandling cults do.  “I give you power to tread on Satan and his demons,” is what He’s 
saying here, “and over all the power of the enemy:”—now here it is—“and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you.”  Nothing shall by any means hurt you.  Did you get that? 

This fifth trumpet judgment will not hurt you.  The fact that Satan has demons in this world, and 
that they’ve been released out of the pit, and they’re going around stinging people and hurting 
people and tormenting people, making their lives miserable and driving them to the point of 
suicide, that’s not going to happen to you.  Those demons and the commission that they’ve been 
given in the fifth trumpet cannot touch you.  You have the seal of God.  And the message is: 
These demons are forbidden to hurt you.   

But woe unto those who have no such protection from God.  To be given over to Satan’s will is 
the worst of all judgments.  Do you wonder why the way of the transgressor is hard?  Do you 
wonder why the ungodly have so much pain and misery and depression in their lives?  Well, 
wonder no more.  When people live in the darkness of lies and in the darkness of sin, it is no 
wonder they are so tormented by evil spirits, and it is no wonder why they act out in such self-
destructive behaviors.   

And so you see drug addiction, and criminal behavior, and promiscuity, and alcoholism, and 
high-risk behaviors, and all this craziness.  You look at people and you say, What are they doing 
that for?  Don’t they realize how that’s going to destroy their lives?  This is why they’re doing 
that—the demons are at work, clouding their minds, tormenting their souls, driving them to seek 
pleasure in the things of this world, ultimately finding that those things destroy them.   



You wonder why nations go on these suicidal courses of action, like ours is and Europe is right 
now?  This is why.  It’s the smoke of the pit, and it’s the work of Satan and his demons.  And this 
is the payback God gives them for persecuting us.  They are the ones to be pitied.  I pity the 
Hollywood people, I pity the politicians, I pity the educators, I pity all of those who are the 
objects of Satan’s wrath—all the Muslims, with their suicide bombings.  You know, all this 
slaughter and mayhem and murder in the Middle East, where does that come from? It comes 
from the thief who comes to steal and kill and destroy.  And what do you see in Islam?  Killing 
and stealing and destroying.   

And I want to say to any of you here today who are yet unsaved, you need to flee from Satan.  
You need to flee from his demons.  And there’s only one place you can run to get away from 
them, and that is Jesus Christ.  So flee to Christ for protection from Satan.  Come out of this 
kingdom of darkness—all of these lies that deny the truth of the Scripture, all of this wicked 
behavior that’s in defiance of God’s law.  Repent of it.  Turn away from it.  Say, “I’m done with 
Satan, I am done with his lies, I am done practicing his wickedness, I am done with the torment 
that his demons have brought into my life, emotionally, physically, mentally.  I want deliverance.  
O Lord Jesus, save me!  Save me from the evil one.  Save me from my sins.”  And you know 
what Jesus will do?  He will crush the one, who is trying to crush you.  That’s what’s promised in 
Genesis 3:15.  It says He will crush the head of the serpent.   

Now you can’t do that.  I mean, when you look at the description of these demons, are you going 
to be able to fight these?  They’re way more powerful than you, way more clever than you, they 
have way more weapons than you have.  You need a Savior, a Savior who will deliver you from 
the evil one, and who will bring you into that place of being sealed by God so that Satan can’t 
touch you.   

And I want to say to you believers here today, You know, there’s a lot of really phony 
demonology running around under the name of Christianity that says that believers can be 
possessed and believers can be oppressed, and people can cast demons into you, and all kinds of 
whacky stuff.  Recognize this—it says in Revelation chapter 9 and in verse 4 that they cannot 
hurt those who have the seal of God in their foreheads.  You don’t have to worry about Satan and 
the demons somehow getting some horrible hold on you and destroying your life.  They are 
forbidden to do that.   

Yes, Satan walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour, and we need to resist 
him steadfast in the faith, you bet.  But what happens when we resist the devil?  He flees from 
us.  We scare him.  We drive him away.  He doesn’t control us, he doesn’t run our lives, and he 
doesn’t determine our outcomes. 

And so go away from here today rejoicing in the fact that you have been translated out of the 
kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of His dear Son.  You have been delivered from Satan 
and from his oppression and from his demons, and you need fear him and them no more.  And 
when he comes and whispers in your ear and says, “Follow me,” he has no power to compel you 



to do that, and you can tell him to fly a kite and take a hike, and he will.  And you can go on 
serving the Lord Jesus.  So do not buy into the false demonology that is so prevalent in our day, 
that tries to say that Christians have something to fear from Satan.  We have nothing to fear from 
him.  He is a defeated, deposed cur, and Christ has crushed him under His feet on the cross.   

Well let us pray together.  Father, we thank you that our Jesus has triumphed over the evil one, 
that He has triumphed over principalities and powers and over the forces of darkness, and we 
now have the armor of God, and with it we can quench and defeat and push back Satan and his 
minions.  Yes, he throws his fiery darts, but we have a shield.  The ungodly have no shield.  
Every fiery dart finds its lodging in their chest. 

And so, Lord, we just thank you for the fact that you have delivered us from the evil one.  And 
Father, as we look at those around us who are yet under the dominion of Satan, Father, our hearts 
grieve for them.  But you have offered to them terms of reconciliation and repentance, and if they 
will not receive it, then they shall receive the just deserts of their defiance and rebellion and 
rejection of Christ in this life, and the sorrow and the misery and the pain that they have, with no 
comfort of promises, no strength for deliverance, no good shepherd to lead them by the still 
waters and into the green pastures.   

Thank you that Jesus prepares a table before us in the presence of our enemies, that all the 
demons have to stand back, while we feast, and that goodness and mercy follow us all the days 
of our life.  Thank you, Father, for deliverance from the evil one.  Thank you, Lord Jesus, for 
crushing his head, and may we walk in the security and the safety and the joy of knowing that he 
can’t touch us.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.


