
 

Isaiah 41: God’s Summons to the Nations  

• No one likes to receive a summons to appear before a court of law: sinking feeling 

• Our text sets the stage -God’s summons to the nations who have attacked Israel  

• Isaiah, God’s messenger sent to deliver the message: you islands…you nations (1) 

• The Lord bid the nations to gather their strength to face Him for war (vs.1) 

I. The Case Stated by the Prosecution (41: 2-8) 

• Latter chapters of Isaiah, we see a figure who will unseat all these mighty nations 

• Only from chapter 44:28 do we find out this man is Cyrus, the king of Persia  

• Cyrus conquered Babylon (539BC)decreed that the Jews return to Jerusalem  

• In so doing He was fulfilling the righteous purposes of God, subduing the nations 

• All this was future for Israel, but they were to trust Jehovah for their deliverance 

II. The Thrust of the Argument  (41: 21-24) 

• God personally challenges the nations to produce their gods in court for contest  

• Israel is not guiltless, they have bowed to them, but can they tell the future (v.22) 

• In the court room these gods are challenged to do / say something, they fail (23) 

• There is a silence, then God charges them for being less than nothing (24) 

III. The Prosecutor’s Closing Arguments (41:25-29) 

• All the evidence has been cited; the witnesses have been cross-examined 

• There is one conclusion: the nations are guilty. Their gods have failed them. 

• They are utterly powerless. When Cyrus comes he will crush them (vs.25) 

• Not one of their gods has predicted their future accurately (26) they are silent (28) 

• The nations are nothing. Their gods are nothing. The only verdict is: guilty 

IV. The Prosecutor Gives the Defendant Reassurance  (41: 8-20) 

• Suddenly the courtroom comes to a stand still and God speaks to His people  

• They are afraid at the terror of His wrath against the nations. Will they survive? 

• Just here we are introduced to a concept, He calls Israel ‘His servant’ (41:9) 

1) Isaiah, speaking of the doctrine of election: Jacob I have chosen (8) 

2) The covenant of grace: vs 8- Isaiah connects Israel with Abraham  

3) The presence of God: do not fear I am with you (41:10, 17) 

4) The power of God: “right hand’ (41:10, 13, 20) God’s enemies are nothing 

5) The redemption of God : God is Israel’s ‘ Redeemer’ (41: 14). 


