
John (27)                      Hymns 238, 239, 432 

 

We come this week to our Savior's second sign—the healing of the nobleman's son—but before we consider 

that—I want to first, by way of introduction, make a few comments on vv43-45, and then make a few 

comments upon signs... 

 

[1] A few comments upon verses 43-45—these verses have troubled many commentators—and yet without 

providing all the possible interpretations—I want to suggest the most likely... 

 

Our Savior left the southern rejoin of Judea for the northern region of Galilee—He stopped on the way in 

Samaria—after two days He departed from there and resumed His journey to Galilee—the difficulty lies in 

v44—"For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country"—by "his own country" is 

meant Nazareth (which is in Galilee)—and so it seams Christ came to Galilee for the express purpose to slow 

His ministry down... 

 

That is—because the Pharisees were beginning to grow restless with regards to His reception and fame—thus 

He left the southern rejoin (Judea) and returned north (to Galilee)—because there—He would receive less 

reception, 4:1—"Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus mad and baptized 

more disciples than Jon...v3 He left Judea and departed again to Galilee..." 

 

[2] A few comments upon signs—[a] signs are miracles intended to point to the person and work of Christ—

they are NOT ends in themselves—but are means to an end—they were intended to reveal the true identity of 

Christ, as God's Messiah, the Savior of the world... 

 

Jn.20:30-31—"And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 

you may have life in His name"—that is—believe in Christ as a Savior from sin and not merely a miracle 

worker... 

 

[b] John specifically records 7 signs within the first 12 chapters—each one chosen to reveal various truths 

about Christ, His work, and the salvation that He gives—thus as we examine this second sign—it's evident that 

faith is a predominant theme—v48—"you will be no means believe" v50—"so the man believed the word" 

v53—"And he himself believed, and his whole household..."—thus it seems rather evident that John records 

this account to instruct us on the nature and necessity of faith... 

 

Steven Lawson—"Each sign miracle is a miracle with a message. In the gospel of John each miracle is a 

physical picture of some element of our salvation. Each physical miracle is a snapshot, a sermon, of our 

spiritual salvation..."  

 

I.   The BEGINNING of Faith—vv46-49 

II.  The INCREASING of Faith—v50 

III. The PERFECTING of Faith—vv51-53 

IV. A Final Lesson—v54 

 

I.   The BEGINNING of Faith—vv46-49 

 

1. True faith, regardless how small and frail, is never despised by Christ, but is in fact a precious and valued 

thing... 

2. Charles Spurgeon—in a sermon on this text spoke of the nobleman's beginning faith—as a SPARK of 

faith...  

3. Thus—here I want to point out three things about this man's faith—as it expressed itself in its beginning 

stages...   
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4. But—before I do that let me briefly say a few words about this man's identity, v46—"So Jesus came again 

to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was 

sick at Capernaum..." 

5. Our Savior returned to Cana where He had previously performed the first sign—His first two signs where 

at Cana... 

6. While there we are told—"a certain nobleman"—that is—a royal officer who likely worked in the courts 

of Herod... 

7. Thus—we have no way of knowing whether or not he was a Jew or Gentile—he was a nobleman from 

Capernaum... 

8. Capernaum was a town approximately 25 miles from Cana—a distance that amounted to a two day 

journey... 

9. Thus—this nobleman manifested the beginnings of faith—as he sought out Christ to heal his sick and 

dying son...  

10. [1] It rested on the testimony of another, v47a—"When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into 

Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him..." 

11. According to v45—many of the Galileans had received Him—"having seen all the things He did in 

Jerusalem at the feast; for they also  had gone to the feast..." 

12. In other words—they had done down to Judea, to Jerusalem for the Passover, and saw Him perform many 

miracles... 

13. Thus—it appears that these men testified to the nobleman—about Christ healing ministry down in 

Jerusalem... 

14. And so "when he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee (Cana), he went to Him"—that is—

the miracle worker... 

15. He had heard about Christ's ability to heal the sick, give sight to the blind, strength to the lame, and life to 

the dead... 

16. This man had faith that Christ could heal his son—now as I have said—it was a very weak and feeble 

faith... 

17. Twice he asks Christ to come to Capernaum to heal his son—apparently he thought Christ had to be 

present...  

18. John Calvin—"When he applies to Christ for aid, this is some evidence of his faith; but, when he limits 

Christ's manner of granting assistance, that shows how ignorant he was. For he views the power of Christ 

as inseparably connected with his bodily presence..." 

19. [2] It was driven by a sense of need, v47b—"he implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was 

at the point of death..."   

20. We are told nothing about the son except he was sick to the point of death—he was on the very verge of 

death... 

21. The Greek word rendered "son" is a broad word used of children of many ages—from v53 we learn he was 

old enough to believe... 

22. The Greek word rendered "implored" literally means—to continually ask, plead, or beg—it implies 

urgency... 

23. He knew his son was going to die—thus he travelled to Cana—and repeatedly begged Christ to come to 

Capernaum...  

24. Parents put yourself in this man's shoes—you would go anywhere—if you thought it would help your 

child... 

25. It's almost impossible to properly express how much a parent can love a child—they would do anything to 

save them... 

26. Thus—this wealthy man—this man of renown and respect—cast himself at the mercy of this prophet of 

God... 

27. [3] It was persistent and enduring—here I'm largely thinking of His reaction to our Savior's response to 

him... 

28. V48—"Then Jesus said to him, Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe. 

The nobleman said to Him, Sir, come down before my child dies..." 

29. Now—regardless how you look at it—there's little doubt out Savior's response carried with it a measure of 

rebuke... 
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30. V48—"Unless you people see sings and wonders, you will by no means believe"—by "you people" is 

mean that generation of Jews... 

31. It's for this reason that many commentaries suggest this man was Jewish, 1Cor.1:22—"for Jews request a 

sign..." 

32. Now—v48 is a rather important statement to this entire passage—it underscores that this man's faith was 

amiss... 

33. That is—though it was genuine it was misguided—he came to Christ for the healing of his son and not for 

himself... 

34. He knew his son was sick and Christ could heal him—but he didn't know he was sick with a greater 

sickness that only Christ could heal... 

35. Our Savior refers to His miracles as "signs and wonders"—a sign points to something and a wonder 

creates awe... 

36. Thus—His miracles were physical acts that created wonder and awe—intended to point to Christ and 

spiritual truth... 

37. Signs were intended that men trace the  physical miracle back to Christ's identity as the Son of God—

Savior of the world... 

38. This man—like most of the Jews—saw the miracles as ends in themselves—and failed to see the bigger 

picture... 

39. Thus—when our Savior says—"you will by no means believe"—he doesn't mean—believe in the 

miracles... 

40. But—they would not believe spiritual truth—that He was the Savior of sinners and that they needed 

salvation... 

41. But—my point here is to show how he responded to this subtle rebuke, v49—"The nobleman said to Him, 

Sir, come down before my child dies..." 

42. That is—though his faith is weak—it's persistent—nothing is going to stop him until he gets what he's 

come for... 

43. Mk.7:26-29—"The woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the 

demon out of her daughter. But Jesus said to her, Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take 

the children's bread and throw it to the little dogs. And she answered and said to Him, Yes, Lord, yet even 

the little dogs under the table eat from the children's crumbs. Then He said to her, For this saying go your 

way; the demon has gone out of your daughter..." 

44. [a] Afflictions are true of old and young—although he was young—this boy was at the very edge of 

eternity... 

45. My young friends—young people get sick and die every day—death knows no limits when it comes to 

age... 

46. Death beds are coming for us all—and they come in ALL sizes—if our Savior had not intervened—they 

would have come for this boy... 

47. J.C. Ryle—"The first grave that ever was dug on this earth, was that of a young man. The first person who 

ever died, was not a father but a son. Aaron lost two sons at a stroke. David, the man after God's own heart, 

lived long enough to see three children buried. Job was deprived of all his children in one day. These 

things were carefully recorded for our learning..." 

48. [b] Afflictions are true of both the rich and poor—this man was a nobleman—no doubt a respected man of 

means... 

49. J.C. Ryle—"There is no more common, or more mischievous error, than to suppose that the rich have no 

cares. The rich are as liable to sickness as the poor; and have hundred anxieties beside, of which the poor 

know nothing at all. Silks and satins often cover very heavy hearts..." 

50. [c] Afflictions are intended to drive us to Christ—this man was driven to seek Christ—from a sense of his 

need...  

51. There is little doubt that this man had exhausted all modern medicine—the best doctors that money can 

buy... 

52. And yet—for all of this—his son was still sick—his beloved son remained with fever on the verge of 

death... 

53. God brings afflictions to His people for the EXPRESS purpose of driving them outside of themselves to 

Him... 
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54. Now this is true both in reference to sinners come to Christ at first and Christians returning to Christ for 

help... 

55. Thus—it must be understood—that afflictions, like this nobleman was enduring, do not drive everyone to 

Christ... 

56. I think—most of us have known people—who were driven away from God because of their trials and 

afflictions... 

57. Rev.16:8-9—"Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch 

men with fire. And men were scorched with great heart, and they blasphemed the name of God who has 

power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory..." 

58. But—this is not true with regards to God's elect—oftentimes their afflictions are used to drive them unto 

Christ... 

59. George Hutchenson—"Many of God's elect never come to Christ till they be driven by a cross, and 

particularly sickness of children is one special means whereby Christ draws hi s own to make acquaintance 

with him..." 

60. [i] You have heard about your need—we are all sick with a serious fever called sin—and on the verge of 

eternal death, Jer.17:9—"The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can 

understand it..." 

61. [ii] You have heard about the Savior—you have heard many people testify that Christ has healed them, 

1Tim.1:15—"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners, of whom I am chief..." 

62. [iii] You must come to Him and plead for mercy—you must cast yourself at His feet imploring Him for 

mercy...   

63. But—afflictions and troubles are not only given to sinners to drive them to Christ—but also saints to drive 

them back to Christ... 

64. Ps.34:17—"The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles" 

Ps.119:71—"It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes..."  

 

II.  The INCREASING of Faith—v50 

 

1. Yet—the beginning faith of the nobleman—wasn't sufficient for his salvation—thus Christ now 

strengthens it...   

2. V50—"Jesus said to him, Go your way; your son lives. So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to 

him, and he went his way..." 

3. Christ exhorts him to return home—"Go your way; your son lives"—that is—He healed him with His 

word...  

4. Now—we will learn from v52—that the boy recovered the very second that Christ spoke the words of 

verse 50... 

5. Furthermore—there's within Christ's statement a test—"God your way; your sons lives"—that is—take 

me for My word... 

6. There is a sense in which—Christ is challenging (or testing) his faith—for the purpose of strengthening 

it...  

7. John informs us—"So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way"—his faith 

has grown... 

8. At first this man's faith rested on mere second-hand information—he had heard about the miracles Christ 

performed... 

9. Others told him Christ healed—he heard about Christ healing others and so believed He could heal his 

son... 

10. But NOW he didn't merely hear that Christ can heal—he now heard from Christ Himself that He HAS 

healed... 

11. Thus—"he went his way"—that is—he likely started the journey home—as he would arrive there the next 

day... 

12. Thus—I suggest that this nobleman rested his faith solely upon Christ's word—believing three things 

about it... 
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13. [1] His word is CERTIAN—that is—this man believed Christ's naked word—without having seen any 

proof... 

14. This argues a strengthening of faith—to believe the word without any physical or tangible proof to verify 

it... 

15. J.C. Ryle—"In the things of this world, we say that seeing is believing. But in the things of the Gospel, 

believing is as good as seeing..." 

16. The word of Christ is as trustworthy as Christ Himself—whatever He says we can believe as God cannot 

lie... 

17. For example—let's say there is someone known for their integrity—his promise is as good as done—there 

is a sense in which—what he says is... 

18. Now—this can only be said of men in a qualified sense—for no other reason—they lack the ability to 

fulfill every promise... 

19. But—think of Christ—He's not only perfectly truthful and faithful—but He possess the ability to fulfill 

His word... 

20. Rom.4:17—"(Abraham) who is the father of us all (as it is written, I have made you a father of many 

nations) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things 

which do not exist as though they did..." 

21. God promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations—and that from his seed would come 

the Messiah... 

22. Yet—these promises were given to Abraham when he was dead (being a hundred yrs old and without a 

child)... 

23. Heb.6:13—"For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He 

swore by Himself..." 

24. [2] His word is POWERFUL—Christ simply speaks and it's done—His word contains within it—life-

giving power...  

25. Jn.5:25-26—"Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has 

granted the Son to have life in Himself (Ps.33:6; Ezek.16:6)..." 

26. [3] His word is AFFECTIONATE—by this I mean—Christ's word is a reflection of a caring and gracious 

heart... 

27. Now—the largeness of our Savior's heart is evident in several ways—first, it's seen in how approachable 

He was... 

28. Secondly, in that Christ answers his request even though his faith was misdirected and obviously weak at 

first... 

29. Our Savior's heart was not indifferent to this man's needs and cares—throughout the gospels we read 

that—He was moved with compassion at the plight of the people... 

30. Remember, Christ, as the God-Man, was touched with all of our infirmities, He's sympathetic to human 

sorrow... 

31. Thus—this man heard in these words of our Savior, something of the very heart of God towards poor 

sinners... 

 

III. The PERFECTING of Faith—vv51-53 

 

1. From v51 we learn that as he was going down to Capernaum—his servants came out to give him a 

message... 

2. V51—"Your son lives"—that is—he has recovered from his fever—the sickness left him—he had been 

healed... 

3. V52—"Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, Yesterday at the 

seventh hour the fever left him..." 

4. V53—"So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, Your son lives"—that 

is—he understood his son recovered the very same time He pronounced he was well... 

5. V53b—"And he himself believed, and his whole household"—that is—likely when he saw the boy for 

himself... 
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6. He came to understand that Christ was the Son of God—He was the Creator and Redeemer—the Savior of 

sinners... 

7. It's at this point that his eyes were fully opened—he came to see his needs, and his son's needs, exceeded 

the physical... 

8. He came to understand that he, and his son, were both sick with a more severe fever—they were sick with 

sin... 

9. Thus—when John tells us in v53—"And he himself believed, and his whole household"—he means—

savingly believed... 

10. Who comprised this family—we are not told—but it at least entailed a son and servants—likely a wife and 

other children... 

11. John Gill—"When he came home, he related the whole affair to his family, and he and they all believed, 

that Jesus was the Messiah, and became his disciples and followers..." 

 

IV. A Final Lesson—v54 

 

1. Having described this miracle John ends the account by describing it as a sign, v54—"This again is the 

second sign Jesus did..." 

2. That is—the miracle is intended to point us to Christ and His salvation—there's spiritual significance in 

signs... 

3. Signs and wonders are intended to point to Christ as the Son of God—and the work He came to earth to 

finish... 

4. In this sign we behold a preview of what Christ's death secures—nothing less than total reversal of the 

fall... 

5. Christ's work secures everything lost in the fall—that is—Christ came into the world to undo the effects of 

the curse... 

6. The miracles of Christ were the powers of the age to come—breaking into this present evil and wicked 

age... 

7. Steven Lawson—"The miracles of Christ are a foreview of heaven. Each miracle points to a future time 

when there will be no sickness. When there will be no pain and no death. Every miracle is a snapshot of 

glory..." 

8. The NT describes Christ as the Second Man, the Last Adam, the Restorer of what was lost—the Returner 

of man back to paradise... 

9. Christ's atoning work—wasn't merely intended to save us from sin—but to remove all that the fall 

brought... 

10. [1] Remove all sickness and death, [2] Remove all sorrow and tears, [3] Restore fellowship with God—

each of these were but previewed in this second miracle...  

 

 

 

 


