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INTRO: It is some time since we were dealing with the early 

parables of Jesus. These parables, in my understanding, are 

given in preparation for a big change that is coming. The change 

is from the old covenant to the new. And because the Jews will 

reject Christ, it will be a change from God working in one 

nation, to where the Church age will begin, and His servants 

will go into all the world to establish the Church in the world. 

And the principles taught in the sermon on the Mount, in which 

we find the first parables, will hold true for the Church age.  

 

We have looked at the city with a wide gate and a narrow gate. 

There will be a true path to glory, the narrow road; and there 

will be a false path, the wide gate. And the warning in our 

passage is that there will be false prophets. And it is crucial 

to understand in every part of the Church age how to recognize 

false prophets. Let me say this again about false prophets, and 

I am giving my opinion, though many others hold it too. False 

prophets do not know they are false prophets. False prophets are 

very nice people. False prophets love a positive message like 

love. False prophets are also willing to leave many truths out. 

False prophets quite often become martyrs for what they believe.  

 

Let me mention a caution here. When you read quotes on Pintrest 

or Facebook or any other social media you have to be very 

careful. Before you pass somebody’s quotes along see if you can 

check them out. It may be a good quote and it may come from a 

false prophet, as we shall see.  

 

Now, we have looked at the parable of the wide and narrow gate. 

Verses 15-27 are the application to this parable. Verses 24-27 

conclude this application with another parable and we will look 

at that separately. In the application we are warned about false 

prophets who stand at these gates to direct people to the wide 

gate. I gave you some of Martyn Lloyd Jones warnings about false 

prophets. I want to give you some of my own thoughts.  

 

The Church of today has gone through some very crucial changes. 

We had first the seeker friendly movement and it developed into 

the emergent movement. But in these movements false prophets 

flourish, but we do not call them that. Certainly the ‘believe 



in Christ’ teaching without a stress on repentance is everywhere 

today. It is the fault of the failure to give heed to doctrine. 

So in every age one has to learn to recognize false prophets, 

and Jesus will show us the one major principle that holds true 

in all ages, and we will be looking at that this morning.  

 

D.  The Application cont’d 

 

2.  Beware of false prophets – (15) 

 

-There will be false prophets 

 

I have given you some thoughts from Lloyd Jones on false 

prophets and now I want to give you some of my own 

thoughts on the application to the parable of the 

two gates. We note first that there will be false 

prophets who will direct people to the wide gate. 

We learn this when Lord Himself draws an 

application from the picture of the narrow gate. 

Immediately after the parable of the wide and 

narrow gates, Jesus says in verse 15, "Beware of 
false prophets.” Note the verb, ‘beware’. Verse 15 
does not change the subject from the previous 2 

verses. In the Greek language there are three 

related conjunctions. As in English it has the word 

‘but’, alla; and the word ‘and’, kai. But it has a 

conjunction that fits in between those two. It is 

not a strong but, nor is it an and. It is the word, 
de. It introduces a slight contrast and here it 
connects what follows with the teaching of the wide 

and narrow gate.  

 

I would start verse 15, not with and or but, but rather with so. 
Verses 13-15 would then like this:  

 

13  "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is 

the way that leads to destruction, and there are 

many who go in by it. 

 

14  "Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which 

leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

 

15 “So, beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 

 



Putting in the word ‘so’ we get the connection. Now our very 

first task, and it is not an easy one, is to define 

what a prophet is, and then what a false prophet 

is. What is a prophet? There are two aspects one 

must consider to answer this question. One type of 

prophet is that which we are most familiar with, 

and that is foretelling the future.  

 

The other kind is found in 1 Corinthians 14:1-4. It says:  

 

1  Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that 

you may prophesy. 

 

2  For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to 

God, for no one understands him; however, in the 

spirit he speaks mysteries. 

 

3  But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and 

comfort to men. 

 

4  He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who 

prophesies edifies the church. 

 

So this type of prophet speaks edification, exhortation and 

comfort to people. He teaches people regarding 

spiritual things. 2 Peter 2:1 says this:  

 

2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people, even 

as there will be false teachers among you, who will 

secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 

denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 

themselves swift destruction. 

 

In our passage, the false prophets teach people how to escape 

the city of destruction by leading them onto the 

broad road. So when Jesus says, “Beware of false 

prophets”, I believe He is referring to anyone who 

is teaching others spiritual truth.  

So, just who is a false prophet, or a false teacher of spiritual 

truth?  

 

Remember that false teachers do not think they are false 

teachers. They do not say to themselves, “I am 

going to teach people that which is false and I 

will lead them to hell. That is my purpose.” No, 



here is what they say, “I have the truth. It is my 

purpose by God on earth to teach others the truth. 

What I have is the truth. I am a teacher of truth. 

I am on the narrow road and I will help others find 

the narrow road.” But the facts are he is not saved 

and has entered the broad road. He is fully 

deceived by the devil. And he is deceiving other 

people while he thinks he is teaching them the 

truth. That, as I see it, is the false prophet of 

the NT.  

 

Now a false prophet may be false, on one of two counts. He may 

be a false teacher because the doctrine he teaches 

is false. A preacher who teaches that repentance is 

not required today, is in my opinion, a false 

prophet. But if the preacher is preaching the 

truth, but the preacher himself is living in sin, 

he is also a false prophet. I know a lady who said 

that she had learned a lot from a certain pastor, 

and all the while he was preaching he was living in 

adultery. That is a false preacher. 

 

Let me give you an example. Let me give you an example of this, 

turn to Acts 16. We’ll read verses 16-18:  

 

16  Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave 

girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by 

fortune-telling. 

 

17  This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, 

"These men are the servants of the Most High God, 

who proclaim to us the way of salvation." 

 

18  And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in 

the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And 

he came out that very hour. 

 

Notice that what she said was the truth. But she herself was not 

of the truth. And notice further the one who was in 

charge of her.  

 

Let me give you another example. Turn to Matthew 23. We’ll read 

verses 1-4: 



 

1  Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 

 

2  saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 

 

3  "Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe 

and do, but do not do according to their works; for 

they say, and do not do. 

 

4  "For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 

men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move 

them with one of their fingers. 
 

Let me ask you, did they teach the truth? Yes. Jesus said, 

“Whatever they tell you to observe, that observe 

and do.” But are they false prophets? Well, look at 

verse 15:  

 

15  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when 

he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell 

as yourselves. 
 

So they were clearly false prophets. They led people onto the 

broad road. So what made them false prophets? They 

did not do what they themselves taught. Why? They 

were not saved.  

 

So those in traditional churches who preach the Bible and use 

the catechism, and live like the scribes and 

Pharisees, what are they? False prophets! Those in 

liberal churches who use the Bible and teach the 

truth, but they are not truly saved, what are they? 

False prophets!  

 

Now consider second, one may be a false prophet because one 

teaches what is false. These false prophets use the 

Bible. They teach a lot of truth. But they teach 

twist some important truth. Let me give you an 

example. What if you teach that repentance is a 

work, and is not required for salvation, and I have 

read persuasive books like this. Are such teachers 

false prophets? Yes! Those who do not teach you 

don’t need to repent, but fail to teach the 

requirement of repentance, are they false prophets?  



 

Here is how I conclude. Anybody who teaches anything, whether it 

be true or false, or just something left out, if it 

directs others onto the wide road; is a false 

prophet. Beware of false prophets. That is Jesus’ 

warning here. I remind us again that few will be 

saved, and many are on the broad road.  

 

Let me remind you again, the Lord is teaching these folk up on 

that mountain that which will be crucial for them 

and all those that will live in the next 2,000 

years. That is why Jesus warned them of false 

prophets. You see, we think of false prophets as 

sneaky people who purposefully seek to lead others 

to hell. We expect to see fangs, but what we will 

see instead is a suit and tie and a Bible. These 

teachers think they are on the right road and they 

think they are leading others onto the right path. 

They think they are helping people. They have 

sheep’s clothing, but they are ravenous wolves.  

 

Now I propose to you there are all kinds of preachers like that. 

They are not recognized. I was a Sunday School 

teacher in a Baptist church years ago. One day a 

new man joined the class. Not too long later he 

took exception because I mentioned hell as a real 

thing. It became a tension in class. The pastor was 

notified. This pastor did anything to grow the 

church. It made him a very nice person. He was 

nice, very nice. So, not wanting to lose people, he 

made this fellow a teacher of another class. Not 

long later they were busy doing damage control as 

people were beginning to question if there truly is 

a hell. Thankfully they had a man in a leadership 

position who took a stand. He said, “The doctrine 

of hell is not up for grabs in this church.”  

 

False teachers have been a danger since the Church began. The 

apostle Paul came to Miletus. Turn to Acts 20. He 

was in a hurry, trying to get to Jerusalem for 

Pentecost. So he sent from there to Ephesus for the 

church elders to come see him at Miletus. When they 

met at Ephesus he spoke with them. And we pick up 

in verse 28: 

 



28  "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 

with His own blood. 

 

29  "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 

come in among you, not sparing the flock. 

 

30  "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking 

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves. 

 

31  "Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did 

not cease to warn everyone night and day with 

tears. 

 

Now you say, “Savage wolves. Well, it would be easy to spot 

them.” In our passage Jesus speaks of them as 

having sheep’s clothing. They are hard to spot. 

They come with subtle messages. According to Jesus 

they got into the sheepfold some other way. They do 

not know they are wolves. They think they are 

servants of the Most High God. They are persuasive. 

Many are eloquent. You would never know them if you 

were not in tune with the Lord yourself.  

 

Now notice in verse 30, that Paul said that men will rise up 

from among yourselves. A work of the most solid 

sort may start up, and when it does, the bugs that 

can grow up and destroy it are already there. They 

have to always be kept at bay. Then it says they 

will speak perverse things. Now you will say, 

anybody can recognize perverse things! The word 

translated perverse is diastrepho. It is to 
distort, to twist. Just give truth a slight twist, 

and you have distorted the truth. Read some of the 

modern writings that claim repentance is a work and 

there is a slight twist that is very hard to 

detect. And there are many teachings like this.  

 

My wife read a quote on social media the other day and it was a 

quote by a man named Timothy Keller. He is the 

pastor of a Presbyterian church with 5,000 in 

attendance. He is a neo Calvinist. He has started 

some 500 churches in America. Newsweek called him 



the C.S Lewis of today, as if that is something 

positive. Listen to this quote taken from his book 

called, “Jesus The King”. Apparently this is from a 

nine day devotional in the book. It says:  

 

The gospel isn’t advice: It’s the good news that you don’t need 

to earn your way to God; Jesus has already done it 

for you. And it’s a gift that you receive by sheer 

grace – through God’s unmerited favor. If you seize 

that gift and keep holding on to it then Jesus’s 

call won’t draw you into fanaticism or moderation. 

You will be passionate to make Jesus your absolute 

goal and priority, to orbit around him (sic); yet 

when you meet somebody with a different set of 

priorities, a different faith, you won’t assume 

that they’re inferior to you. You’ll actually seek 

to serve them rather than oppress them.  

 

Why? Because the gospel is not about choosing to follow advice, 

it’s about being called to follow a King. Not just 

someone with the power and authority to tell you 

what needs to be done – but someone with the power 

and authority to do what needs to be done, and then 

to offer it to you as good news. 
 

Now if you are spiritually alert, red flags will rise everywhere 

in that reading. This kind of material abounds in 

Christian bookstores and pulpits. When I used to 

teach the course called hermeneutics, a course that 

teaches how to interpret the Bible, I used an 

illustration from a sign on a woodworking shop that 

said, “Many fancy twistings and turnings done 

here.” I have proposed to you that the teaching 

called unconditional love is a fancy twisting of 

truth. But try to put your finger on just where the 

twist lies, and it is very difficult. So it is with 

unconditional grace, or unconditional forgiveness, 

or the believer’s security in Christ. So it is with 

teachings like, your sins are forgiven; past, 

present and future. All of these can be dressed up 

to look most appealing.  

 

I read a book a while ago that taught how repentance is a work. 

One of the most important doctrines in the doctrine 

of salvation is repentance. This book is written by 



a false prophet. But he will be fully welcome in 

most churches!  

 

Let me spend a little time on that. Go to Matthew 3:1: 

 

1  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea, 

 

2  and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 

 

Now turn to 4:17: 

 

4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

 

Let me read a number of verses from the book of Luke:  

 

5:32  "I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 

repentance." 

 

10:13  "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 

mighty works which were done in you had been done 

in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long 

ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 

 

11:32  "The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with 

this generation and condemn it, for they repented 

at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater 

than Jonah is here. 

 

13:3  "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all 

likewise perish. 

 

13:5  "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all 

likewise perish." 

 

15:7  "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 

 

15:10  "Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of 

the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

 

Listen to Jesus’ words just before He ascended to heaven from 

Luke 24:46-47:  



 

46  Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was 

necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 

the dead the third day, 

 

47  "and that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 
 

But somebody will say, “All of that was said before the Church 

began. Afterward it was said, ‘Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ and you will be saved.’” OK. Let me 

now read from the book of Acts. The Church age has 

begun: 

 

2:38  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

3:19  "Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be 

blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come 

from the presence of the Lord, 

 

5:31  "Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and 

Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

11:18  When they heard these things they became silent; and they 

glorified God, saying, "Then God has also granted 

to the Gentiles repentance to life." 

 

17:30  "Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

commands all men everywhere to repent, 

 

20:21 (Paul says) "testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, 

repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

26:20  "but declared first to those in Damascus and in 

Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, 

and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, 

turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 

 



Repentance is an essential doctrine. No repentance, no 

salvation, period.  

 

I read an article in the “Israel My Glory” magazine a while ago. 

The overall title was, “Mastering The Art Of 

Redefinition.” Redefinition is the distortion of 

truth by redefining something. In it is an article 

called, “Redefining The Gospel.” Well, it presented 

various false Gospels like the law-keeping Gospel, 

the Lordship salvation Gospel, the Self-Esteem 

Gospel, the social-justice Gospel, and then the 

real Gospel. Each point is amply proved with good 

Scriptures and I won’t list them all, but here are 

the points of the real gospel that this article 

gave:  

 

-we are all sinners;  

 

-the penalty for sin is death;  

 

-only blood can atone for sin;  

 

- Jesus Christ shed His blood and died in our place;  

 

-Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  

 

Then it says: If you believe Jesus did all these things and that 

there is no way you can remove your sin other than 

through faith in Him, you will be saved, meaning, 

you will receive forgiveness of sin and the gift of 

eternal life… (March/April 2018, pgs 22-23).  

 

That is an article in a solid magazine that deals with mastering 

the art of redefinition, and it deals with the 

Gospel. But it does not even mention repentance. 

The Gospel is what the narrow gate is about, and 

this article, in my estimation, has redefined the 

Gospel while it points out other erroneous views. 

Now I ask you, is that article done by a false 

prophet? Worth pondering isn’t it?  

 

-In what manner they will come 

 

Now notice in our passage, in verses 13-15 the Lord tells us in 

what manner false prophets will come. Now the Lord 



will be very careful to describe them both as to 

outward appearance and as to what they are on the 

inside. Consider first their outward appearance. He 

says they will come to you, and I quote, “in 
sheep’s clothing”. Paul describes these same people 

like this in 2 Corinthians 11. I’ll read verses 

13-15: 

 

13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into apostles of Christ. 

 

14  And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an 

angel of light. 

 

15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 

transform themselves into ministers of 

righteousness, whose end will be according to their 

works. 

 

When the Lord and Paul speak of their outward appearance, I 

believe it refers to more than how they look. It 

refers to what you pick up with the senses. Let me 

illustrate. In our country they do a lot of goose 

hunting. They set up decoys. But these decoys do 

not only need to look like geese. They need to be 

turned in the right direction. But if you had 

everything just right but you called out, “Moo, 

Moo!” you would not draw in any geese. They’d fly 

off and say, “Ha, ha, these hunters are certainly 

not evolving.”  

 

But now, when everything looks good and you use a good goose 

call, now you can lure them in. There is the false 

prophet. He looks good and sounds good. Now notice 

something else in our text. These false prophets 

are described as to what they are like inside. 

Their inner essential make-up. Inside they are 

ravenous wolves! But right here we must be most 

careful. We immediately picture a snarling wolf 

with fangs showing. But that is all wrong. You 

don’t see that, you see sheep’s clothing. The 

ravenous wolf part is that part which you don’t 

see, and which they themselves do not recognize. 

You will remember the passage we had earlier in 

Acts 20. Paul said: 



 

29  "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 

come in among you, not sparing the flock. 

 

30  "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking 

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves. 

 

31  "Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did 

not cease to warn everyone night and day with 

tears. 

 

Notice that just like our Lord in our passage, he calls them 

wolves. And secondly he says they speak perverse 

things. Let me say this again, I do not believe 

they think they are wolves. They think they are 

sheep. They think they are doing right. They think 

they are servants of the Most High God. These 

prophets are in the business for their own glory. 

They are not in it for the Lord. So they say nice 

things. Oh, like Jones said, to appear to be honest 

they are not all nice, but mostly nice. They say 

things people want to hear.  

 

A high mark of a false prophet is a people pleaser. They like to 

stay positive. They like to say what others like to 

hear. Let me give you an example from the OT from 

the life of King Jehoshaphat. We go to 2 Chronicles 

18:  

 

1  Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and by 

marriage he allied himself with Ahab. 

 

Now Ahab was a wealthy and strong king, but he was king of the 

northern kingdom. His wife was Jezebel. That should 

tell you enough. He was the king when Elijah went 

against his prophets on Mount Carmel. So you know 

Jehoshaphat should not have allied himself with 

Ahab. Verse 2:  

 

2  After some years he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria; and 

Ahab killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him and 

the people who were with him, and persuaded him to 

go up with him to Ramoth Gilead. 

 



3  So Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 

"Will you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?" And he 

answered him, "I am as you are, and my people as 

your people; we will be with you in the war." 

 

4  And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, "Please inquire 

for the word of the LORD today." 

 

5  Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, four 

hundred men, and said to them, "Shall we go to war 

against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?" And 

they said, "Go up, for God will deliver it into the 

king’s hand." 

 

Now how do you know if what the prophet is saying is true? You 

don’t. You have to trust them. And notice the 

number of prophets. There are 400 of them. It 

should be quite safe to follow such a great number 

of agreed prophets. Verse 6:  

 

6  But Jehoshaphat said, "Is there not still a prophet of the 

LORD here, that we may inquire of Him?" 

 

7  So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "There is still 

one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I 

hate him, because he never prophesies good 

concerning me, but always evil. He is Micaiah the 

son of Imla." And Jehoshaphat said, "Let not the 

king say such things!" 

 

Now why did Ahab hate this guy? He was a prophet that was always 

negative. Oh, what a pain, this guy! Whenever you 

ask him something, count on it, bad news. But is 

the point not rather, does he prophecy right or 

wrong? That should be the driving principle. But 

prophets who prophecy to please people are not 

concerned about truth. One mark of the false 

prophet is a people pleaser. Verse 8:  

 

8  Then the king of Israel called one of his officers and said, 

"Bring Micaiah the son of Imla quickly!" 

 

9  The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah, clothed in 

their robes, sat each on his throne; and they sat 

at a threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of 



Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before 

them. 

 

10  Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made horns of iron for 

himself; and he said, "Thus says the LORD: ‘With 

these you shall gore the Syrians until they are 

destroyed.’" 

 

11  And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, "Go up to Ramoth 

Gilead and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it 

into the king’s hand." 

 

12  Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to 

him, saying, "Now listen, the words of the prophets 

with one accord encourage the king. Therefore 

please let your word be like the word of one of 

them, and speak encouragement." 

 

13  And Micaiah said, "As the LORD lives, whatever my God says, 

that I will speak." 

 

14  Then he came to the king; and the king said to him, 

"Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, 

or shall I refrain?" And he said, "Go and prosper, 

and they shall be delivered into your hand!" 

 

Do you know what he is saying. He is saying, “Listen king, you 

don’t want truth. You have itching ears to hear 

what you want to hear. So yeah, here is your good 

news. Go and prosper and these people will be 

delivered into your hand!” Verse 15:  

 

15  So the king said to him, "How many times shall I make you 

swear that you tell me nothing but the truth in the 

name of the LORD?" 

 

A true prophet’s life is always in danger. Well, Micaiah, the 

true prophet answers. Verse 16:  

 

16  Then he said, "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, 

as sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, 

‘These have no master. Let each return to his house 

in peace.’" 

 



17  And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "Did I not tell 

you he would not prophesy good concerning me, but 

evil?" 

 

What do you do to a prophet who always prophecies bad things? 

One thing. Get rid of him. That will solve your 

problems, right. Verses 18-19: 

 

18  Then Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I 

saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the 

host of heaven standing on His right hand and His 

left. 

 

19  "And the LORD said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab king of Israel 

to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So 

one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that 

manner. 

 

20  "Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, and 

said, ‘I will persuade him.’ The LORD said to him, 

‘In what way?’ 

 

21  "So he said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the 

mouth of all his prophets.’ And the LORD said, ‘You 

shall persuade him and also prevail; go out and do 

so.’ 

 

Now notice that it is a demonic spirit that speaks through the 

false prophet. The prophet is truly prophesying 

what he hears and he thinks he is hearing the truth 

but he is listening to lies from the devil.  

 

So the Lord has warned in our passage to beware of false 

prophets.  

 

-In what manner they will come: 16-20 

 

So our Lord has told us that, like a goose viewing decoys, 

everything that our senses detect will be in order. 

But, internally things are not what they appear to 

be. So now we have a problem. Since we cannot look 

inside, and the outside looks great, how are we to 

know whether they are true or false prophets? 

 

So our Lord tells us. So let us read verses 16-20. He says: 



 

16  "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 

from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 

 

17  "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. 

 

18  "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit. 

 

19  "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 

 

20  "Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

 

But with these verses we come upon another difficulty. What kind 

of fruit are we looking for? I mean, if these 

prophets are very nice people, if they may even be 

teaching some of the truth, is that not good fruit 

right there? And so our Lord anticipates our 

question and He goes on in verses 21-23 like this:  

 

21  "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. 

 

22  "Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 

name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 

 

23  "And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 

from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

 

So you say, “Just a minute. What help is that? Do you mean that 

prophesying in the Lord’s name, casting out demons 

and doing wonders in the name of the Lord are not 

good fruit? If I saw somebody doing all that, I 

would be in awe. I would follow him! Who can do 

those things but true Christians?”  

Let me tell you who can. False prophets can. These things do not 

prove one is a Christian or a true preacher.  

 

Let me show you some other things about these people. They did 

not think they were ravenous wolves. They thought 

they were outstanding Christians! They said, “Lord, 



look at what we’ve done!” Furthermore, they had 

full assurance of salvation. How do I know? When 

they were told they were not Christians they were 

shocked!  

 

So let me ask, how has what the Lord told us here helped us 

recognize false prophets? Just like this, and it is 

most crucial. The Lord’s answer is most obvious 

when once you see it. Look at verse 21. Jesus said: 

 

21  "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. 

 

If a man’s life and lip don’t match, he is a false prophet. When 

it says, “…he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven”, I think He is referring to their personal 

lives. How do they live their personal lives? Two 

of the most crucial places to learn to know a 

person are at home, and in the work place. When one 

chooses a pastor, these two places are important to 

check out. I went along with one of my sons-in-law 

some time ago. We had been speaking about the 

church problems we had just come through. And he 

said something like this about professing 

Christians, “Don’t tell me what you believe. Let me 

see how you live.”  

 

May I ask you, do you profess to be a Christian, but on the job, 

or at home, you get angry easily and you lose it? 

And this doesn’t change? Do you do things in 

secret, and you profess to be a Christian? I mean 

things like questionable business dealings? Or 

things like going places on the internet you should 

not? Does your lip match your life?  

Do you have secret envyings? Secret desires, and you manipulate 

things to get what you want? Do you know what all 

this is? It is hypocrisy. Alexander MaClaren, 

according to Lloyd Jones, says that is the very 

problem of our text.  

 

Some of the greatest hypocrites are professing Christians. 

Hypocrisy is extremely hard to catch unless you 

work in close range with such people. There is an 

outstanding characteristic about hypocrisy. It is 



nice in the presence of others. It is most 

concerned about what others think of him or her. 

Hypocritical parents are some of the nicest people 

in the presence of others, but their spouse or 

their children do not dare mention to others what 

they are like at home. And these very things are 

the marks of false prophets.  

 

CONCL: So we conclude this warning on false prophets. The Sermon 

on the Mount, in which we find these first parables, sets out 

the principles that are to govern the believer’s life in the age 

in which we live. And in the application to the parable of the 

wide and narrow gate, we are warned about false prophets, false 

teachers. This is a warning that runs throughout the NT. It is a 

major danger. It always has been and it always will be until the 

rapture takes place.  

 

These teachers may be false because they teach what is false. Or 

they may be false because their own spiritual lives are not in 

order. Can a man who is a liar, who preaches the truth be a true 

preacher? Then there are those who preach but leave out vital 

truths because of what it will cost. All of these things the 

Christian needs to be on watch for. And here is the biggest 

thing to watch for, as I see it: What is the life of the 

preacher or teacher like in the home or at work?  

 


