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Message:   The Justification of God
Text:          Romans 9:6-23

Introduction

  A.  Is God fair?  This was a question that began to plague me my junior year in college as a 
dorm friend challenged me to justify the God of the Bible.  If God is all knowing and all 
powerful, then how can He be fair and condemn those who do not believe in Christ?  I 
would attempt to justify God (Luke 7:29) by saying  we have a feel will to choose to 
believe or not, to which my friend would counter, if God knew in advance who would not 
believe, why did He create them.  And if He knows what components bring a person to 
the tipping point of faith in Christ - genes, environment, IQ, education, parental or peer     
example, exposure to the truth, how is God not ultimately in control of who believes and 
who doesn’t? And if He is in control of who believes, how can He be fair and find fault 
with those who do not believe?  How can He be righteous and holy in all of His ways?

  B.  Is God fair?  Is there any injustice with God?  These questions to which I had no good 
answers are questions Paul poses in 9:14 and again in 9:19 after first responding to 
another anticipated question from his opponents in 9:6 - Given the failure of Israel as a 
whole to be saved by faith in Jesus the Messiah, has the Word of God failed/fallen?  Is 
God faithful to His Word of promise?  Can we trust Him?  It is not Paul but Christ 
through Paul who is declaring His righteousness and justice to us in ch. 9.

  C.  Last week we looked at God’s answer to the first of these 3 questions.  Today we’ll briefly 
review God’s answer to the first question, and then listen to His answers to the second 
and third questions.

I.  Question #1:  Has the Word of God failed/fallen?

  A.  Why do opponents of Paul’s message of salvation through faith in Jesus as Lord and
Christ/Messiah charge that his gospel makes God unfaithful and unfair?  Because if
Paul’s gospel of salvation is true, that God justifies sinners by faith in Jesus Christ
(Messiah) and not on the basis of race and those works of the law by which many Jews
assumed they remained members of God’s covenant people, then in Paul’s day (and in
our own), the vast majority of the Hebrew people, the descendants of Abraham, having
rejected their promised Messiah, are accursed, separated from Christ, condemned to hell
for all eternity.   

John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.

Romans 9:3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the
sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,

  B.  Why is it that Israel’s unbelief, separation from Christ, and condemnation creates a problem



for Paul’s gospel in the minds of some?  Because God promised to be a God to Abraham
and to His descendants (seed) and bless Israel with regeneration and forgiveness of sins,
resulting in salvation for Abraham and his children. 

Deuteronomy 30:6 "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the
heart of your descendants (seed), to love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul, so that you may live.

Isaiah 60:20 "Your sun will no longer set, nor will your moon wane; For you will have
the LORD for an everlasting light, and the days of your mourning will be over. "Then 21 

all your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever ....

Jeremiah 31:31  "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, ...  "... they  34

will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD,
"for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more

 C.  Yet relatively few ethnic descendants of Abraham follow Christ as Lord by justifying faith.  
How many believers among us today are of Hebrew descent?  So having raised the 
problem of Israel’s unbelief in Romans 3, Paul shows in chapters 9-11 that God is 
justified in His words, actions, judgments.

      1.  Israel’s unbelief does not nullify God’s faithfulness to His promise to Abraham.

Romans 3:3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the
faithfulness of God, will it?  May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though 4

every man be found a liar, as it is written, "THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN
YOUR WORDS, AND PREVAIL WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED."

      2.   Reason:  not all the physical children of Abraham are children to whom the promise of 
blessing belongs.

Romans 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed (fallen). For they are
not all Israel who are descended from Israel;

Romans 2:28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which
is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 29 

which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but
from God.

a.  Example #1  Ishmael & Isaac were both Abraham’s sons.  The younger was favored 
and the older was disfavored, contrary to the custom based on natural birth.  Isaac, 
not Ishmael, was the child of promise.

Romans 9:7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham's
descendants (seed), but: "THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS (seed)



WILL BE NAMED."  That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are 8

children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants
(seed).  For this is the word of promise: "AT THIS TIME I WILL COME, AND 9

SARAH SHALL HAVE A SON."

b.  Example #2   Before the twins Jacob and Esau existed or did anything good or bad, 
God determined to chose Jacob, the younger twin, to be the object of His
saving, covenant favor, and to reject the older, illustrating once again that
God’s blessing is not determined by natural descent, but by God’s election
according to the counsel of His own will, not ours.  

Romans 9:10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had
conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac;  for though the twins were not 11

yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God's purpose
according to His choice (ekloge = election/selection) would stand, not because
of works but because of Him who calls,  it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL 12

SERVE THE YOUNGER."  Just as it is written, "JACOB I LOVED, BUT 13

ESAU I HATED."

  D.  Since inclusion in the people of God does not depend on natural descent or natural effort but
on the unconditional election and effectual call of God, and not all Israelites are children
of the promise,it follows that God’s word of promise to Israel and the nations has not
failed and will surely be fulfilled.  And we who have been graciously chosen by God,
effectively called to a faith in Christ that works through love, can be assured that nothing
will be able to separate us from the unconditional electing love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

  E.  But if God’s answer is what it sounds like - God predestines some to salvation, it begs a 
second question ...

II.  Question #2: Is God unjust, unfair in choosing some of Abrahams children, but not 
others to inherit His promised blessing of eternal salvation?

Romans 9:14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it
never be!

  A.  To this question Paul responds with an outright categorical denial of any injustice with God, 
“May it never be!” followed by 2 reasons why God is justified in unconditionally electing 
some but not all to eternal blessing and salvation.

  B.  9:15,16  Reason #1

1.  9:15  God is inherently free to show mercy to whom He wills.  Such sovereign freedom is part 
of the essence of being God.



Romans 9:15 For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE
MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE
COMPASSION."

Exodus 33:18 Then Moses said, "I pray You, show me Your glory!" And He said, "I 19 

Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the
LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show
compassion on whom I will show compassion."

  2.  9:16  Deduction: “Therefore consequently ...” our repentance and faith depend on God’s 
mercy to grant us such repentance and faith.

Romans 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs,
but on God who has mercy.

Acts 5:30   "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by
hanging Him on a cross.  "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince 31

and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

Acts 11:18   When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well
then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life." 

2 Timothy 2:24   The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all,
able to teach, patient when wronged,  with gentleness correcting those who are in 25

opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the
truth, 

Philippians 1:29   For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe
in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

  C.  9:17,18  Reason #2

Romans 9:17   For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I
RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY
NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH."  So 18

then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 

      1.  9:17  God is inherently free to harden whom He wills.

       2.  9:18  Deduction from 9:15 & 17: “Therefore consequently ...” God has the right to soften 
or harden whom He desires.

  D.  But this still begs the question ...

III.  Question #3:   If our response to Christ is determined by God’s mercy or hardening, 



how can God be fair in finding fault with unbelievers, for who can thwart His power 
and will?

Romans 9:19 You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who resists
His will?”

  A.  Note that the correctness of our understanding of Paul’s meaning in 9:14-18 is confirmed by 
the question that follows (which wouldn’t be asked if God’s election were based on what 
He foresaw us choose or do.

  B.  9:20,21   The Lord’s response to our question.

Romans 9:20   On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The
thing molded will not say to the molder, "Why did you make me like this," will it?

      1.  We have no intellectual capacity to sit in judgment of God.  If we compare our finite
minds to God’s infinite wisdom, comparing the quantity of fluid in a communion cup to
all the waters in the oceans would not come close to illustrating the intelligence gap.   We
cannot logically connect the dots between God’s sovereign control over who believes and
who does not and our being held responsible to believe and being judged if we do not. 
These two biblical truths are not illogical, but hyperlogical - above our capacity to
understand.  It is actually logical that some biblical statements can be understood, yet not  
completely reconciled with one another, if our mental capacity is limited, and God’s is
unlimited.

Romans 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For WHO 34

HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?

      2.  We have no moral capacity to sit in judgment over a righteous, holy God.  The definition 
of good and evil, right and wrong, fair and unfair emanates from the very character and 
being of God.

Romans 3:10  as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11

THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 

      3.  We have no legal capacity to sit in judgment over what God does with what He creates.  

Romans 9:21  Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use? 

    One proper and humble response to our sovereign Creator should be to submit to His
ownership of our
lives, and to declare His righteousness as long as we live.



Isaiah 64:8 But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.    

Psalm 92:14   They will still yield fruit in old age; They shall be full of sap and very
green,  To declare that the LORD is upright; my rock, and there is no 15

unrighteousness in Him. 

  C.  God’s purpose in preparing some for destruction is not only to magnify the glory of His
justice, but even more to magnify the glory of His mercy to us whom He prepared
beforehand to inherit His glory with Christ!

Romans 9:22  What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His
power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23

And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which
He prepared beforehand for glory,

  D.  So if Christ has our hearts, it is because He humbled Himself to become our Servant, to die 
for our sins and to rise for our justification and our own resurrection at His return for us.  
So love Him for His mercy, worship Him for His mercy, and “justify God.”  Declare His 
righteousness and holy and faithful in all of His ways!

Romans 15:8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf
of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, 9  and for the
Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy, as it is written, “Therefore I will give praise to
You among the Gentiles/Nations, and I will sing to your name.

  E.  Declare and sing to His name as God’s prophet Moses exhorts us ...

Deuteronomy 32:3  ...  Ascribe greatness to our God!  "The Rock! His work is perfect, 4

for all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and
upright is He. 
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