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Romans 4:13-25 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 21 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Romans chapter four the Apostle Paul now hammers hard this truth of salvation by faith 
alone. Paul is still dealing with the doctrine of justification by faith, and the doctrine of 
imputation. When this doctrine is taught, the glorious doctrines of God’s Grace, it causes 
both a riot and a reformation.  
 
Romans 4:13-25 

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none 
effect: 

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all 
the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 
who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, 
even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they 
were. 

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about 
an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God; 
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21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; 

25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. 

     In the early 1500s, Martin Luther had been sent to the University of Wittenberg to teach 
theology and the Bible and he became fascinated with the book of Romans.  As he read it 
over and over again, it was somewhere near these very verses that he came to realize that 
no human works, even religious works, could ever make a person as righteous as God.  
Luther said: “I greatly longed to understand Paul’s epistle to the Romans night and day I 
pondered until . . .I grasped the truth that the righteousness of God is that righteousness 
whereby, through grace and sheer mercy, he justifies us by faith. Thereupon I felt myself to be 
reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise. The whole of Scripture took on a 
new meaning, and whereas before "the righteousness of God" had filled me with hate, now it 
became to me inexpressibly sweet in greater love." (Martin Luther, The Works of Martin 
Luther, Volume VI; 1552, Page 447-448). 
 
     One would think that such a marvelous truth and glorious doctrine would be readily 
received. But when Martin Luther took his findings to the religious leaders of his day, the 
result was he was excommunicated from the church and outlawed from the city.  Biblical 
truth cuts into souls of men and will cause either a riot or a reformation.   
 
     Look at Acts chapter 13: “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him everyone who believes is freed 
from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses” (New American 
Standard Bible – Acts 13:38-39). 
 
     We see here the wonderful message of grace that Paul gave at Antioch.  His message was 
total forgiveness of all sins is by faith - no works and no Law.   You would think all of the 
people would have yelled “hallelujah.”  But now look at verses 49-52: “And the word of the 
Lord was spread abroad throughout all the region. 50 But the Jews urged on the devout 
women of honorable estate, and the chief men of the city, and stirred up a persecution against 
Paul and Barnabas, and cast them out of their borders. 51 But they shook off the dust of their 
feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with 
the Holy Spirit” (American Standard Version – Acts 13:49-52). 
 
     The message of God’s grace was being preached and it caused a riot and a reformation, 
these men of God were driven out of the region because the truth was rejected. Paul clearly 
states here in Romans that the promises of God are not by the Law, but by faith.  
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Romans 4:13 

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

     People do not like this message, our human nature wants in some way to be responsible 
for our own fate. We want some way to be able to measure our success or failure. This by 
many is called easy-believeism. Salvation by grace through faith, that’s too easy! That is 
their way of thinking.  

     Many believe they may be right with God by their works.  Many believe they may be right 
with God by their religion, including their rituals.  Many believe they may be right with God 
by trying to keep the Old Testament Law.  Paul has already demolished the first two and 
now in this section in Romans he demolishes the third. 

     Dr. Philips brings out the point using Abraham born long before the Law for one trying 
to trust in their works, rules of religion or Law keeping for righteousness. “The sinner, 
trying to work his way to heaven, tries hard to live up to the rules of his religion. Paul shows 
that the only valid rule for salvation is the rule of faith. He contrasts the promise of the Lord 
with the precepts of the Law. The promise of the Lord was not contingent in any way on 
Abraham’s adherence to the Mosaic law. How could it be when that law was not given until 
centuries after Abraham’s death” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 
2002, Page 82). 

     Folks this is not easy-believeism, this is the only way. “Therefore we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law” (New King James Version – Romans 
3:28). This is God’s message of reconciliation to mankind says, “I freely give you 
justification by my grace through faith on my Son.” People don’t want that! It’s not easy-
believeism, because this my friend is a hard saying. 

      If you think this is easy-believeism; trying convincing a religious person, a staunch 
works Armenian, or a Roman Catholic that their works have nothing to do with them being 
saved. That justification is by faith without works or deeds of the Law. I challenge you; you 
try it and just see how easy it is.  

     I challenge you, find so member of the Church of Christ and try to convince them that 
only faith in Jesus Christ can save them from their sins and that their water baptism has 
absolutely nothing to do with it because it’s a work and just see how easy that is. 

     I challenge you, find some Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness and try to convince them that 
only by believing in the Person and the work of the LORD Jesus Christ and not in their 
works or deeds they are counted as righteous before Almighty God. There is nothing easy 
about that message.  
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     People do not like that message, in fact they hate that message and trying to convince 
them that only faith alone in the Person of Christ alone is the way to Salvation; this is not 
easy-believeism, but this is miraculous evangelism. We have seen that God’s promises are 
not fulfilled by the Law but by faith. Next in verse 14, Paul shows us that God’s grace/faith 
system is destroyed by the Law. “For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void” (English Standard Version – Romans 4:14). The 
conjunction “for” explains what happens if someone thinks he can be right with God by 
keeping the Law: it produces two results.  

1. The whole faith system is made null or empty (κενοω) - empty, of no effect in 
quality. 

 
2. The promises are void or nullified (καταργεω) - rendered inoperative, invalid, 

abolished.   

       If it were by works or Law - “The Promise is worthless (kater’-ge’-tai, “it has been made 
invalid”). The reason this would be true is that the Law brings wrath” (Walvoord & Zuck, The 
Bible Knowledge Commentary – New Testament; 1983, Page 454). 

     God’s promises concerning this grace/faith system for salvation are not conditioned on 
man keeping the Law.  Because man cannot keep the Law, Christ came, kept the Law, 
fulfilled the Law. He lived the life we couldn’t live and died the death that we should have 
died. If one relies on  his keeping the Law or upon his own works, the entire grace/faith 
system is gone, it is destroyed because it is made of no effect.  

Romans 4:15 

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

     John MacArthur states: “The more a person seeks to justify himself by keeping God’s Law, 
the more he proves his inability to do so because of his sinfulness and the more judgment and 
wrath he brings upon himself. Just as surely as the law reveals God’s righteousness so it also 
exposes man’s sinfulness” (MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – 
Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 257). 

     Can the works of the Law make a sinner righteous in God’s sight?  Can a person be right 
with God by keeping the law of God? Absolutely never!  Their attempting to do so only 
incurs more and more wrath. There are four specific texts Paul wrote that dealt with this 
question very plainly: 
 

- “Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 they are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith. (Revised Standard 
Version – Romans 3:23-25). 
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- “We reckon therefore that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law” 
(American Standard Version – Romans 3:28). 

 
- “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 

Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified” (King James Version – Galatians 2:16). 
 

- “Now it is clear that no one is justified before God by the law, because the righteous 
will live by faith” (Holman Christian Standard Bible – Galatians 4:11). 

 
Romans 4:13-22 

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none 
effect: 

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all 
the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 
who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, 
even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they 
were. 

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about 
an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God; 

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
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     The Promise was of faith and not by the Law. Abraham was to be the father of all those of 
the faith. “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 8 And 
the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9 So then they which be 
of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham” (King James Version – Galatians 3:6-9). 

     This is not a superficial faith but a supernatural faith that is active in the lives of those 
that live by faith, and as it is written, “the Just shall live by faith.” It is not works, religious 
rites, good deeds or the keeping of the Law but by faith one is decaled righteous before God 
and imputed righteousness - And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

     So if the Law cannot save, what purpose does it serve? I mean why even have the Law, if 
it has no power at all to justify? Simple, Paul throughout his letters gives us five direct 
statements concerning the purpose of the Law: 

Reason 1: The Law was given to shut mouths – “Now we know that what things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (King James Version – 
Romans 3:19-20). 

- NOTE: The Law cannot free anyone it only shuts their mouths in condemnation 
because they are stripped bare of any righteousness. “Man cannot attain 
righteousness by the Mosaic Law. It is as it mankind in desperation grabbed for the 
Law as the proverbial straw when drowning. The Law won’t lift him up. Actually, it 
does the opposite. The Law will pull you down. It condemns man. It’s a ministration of 
death” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 64-65). 

 

Reason 2: The Law was given to establish guilt – “that every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God” (King James Version – Romans 3:19). 

- NOTE: The Law shows us that we are all guilty before God, because there is none 
righteous no not one, there is none that doeth good. And as Dr. John MacArthur put 
it concerning the law; “There is no defense against the guilty verdict God pronounces 
on the entire human race” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 
1665). 

 

Reason 3: The Law was given to establish sin – “Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (King James 
Version – Romans 3:20). 
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- NOTE: This word law, is not the definite article. Therefore it applies to all law. 
“Whether it is moral law, the law of Moses, ceremonial law, law of conscience, or 
whether it is the law that Christ laid down in the Sermon on the Mount, no matter 
what law, Paul says, “by works of the law no flesh shall be justified in His sight.” 
(McClain, Romans – The Gospel of God’s Grace; 1973, Page 99). 

 

Reason 4: The Law was given to reveal unto us that we deserve the wrath of God – 
“Because the law worketh wrath:” (King James Version – Romans 4:15). 

- NOTE: Leon Morris states that the Law brings wrath in two ways: “(a) our imperfect 
obedience brings the law’s curse on us, and (b) the law ‘excites and exasperates the evil 
passions of the heart’” (Morris, The Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 206). 
Regardless whether you live in the law in unrighteousness or are trusting in the law 
for righteousness, it brings the wrath of God upon you.  

 

Reason 5:  Lastly, the Law was given to bring us to Christ – “Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (King James Version 
– Galatians 3:24). 

- NOTE: Wiersbe, states; “the best way to close this section would be to ask a simple 
question: Has your mouth ever been stopped? Are you boasting of your own self-
righteousness and defending yourself before God? If so, then perhaps you have never 
been saved by God’s grace” (Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary New 
Testament Volume 1; 1989, page 522). It is only when we stand silent before Him as 
sinners because we have agreed with God as to who we are that we are brought to 
Christ in faith by the grace of God.  

 

Romans 4:23-25 

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; 

25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. 

     My friend Paul clearly demonstrates here that it by grace through faith as seen in the life 
of Abraham. Our justification through faith is a Sovereign declaration or calculation by God, 
not ourselves or any other man. But a Sovereign work by the will of a Sovereign God.  
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     In closing let us see in this business of being calculated by God as being righteous is not 
just for Abraham but it is also for you and I also, through the grace of God by faith. Faith in 
the finished work of Christ. “But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification” (King James Version – Romans 4:24-25). 

There are five critical points brought out in these powerful verses:  

1. The Righteousness that saves is by God’s judicial calculation – Romans 4:23-24a. 
 

2. The Righteousness is calculated by God to one who believes that God will calculate 
one as righteous by faith in Jesus our LORD – Romans 4:24b. 

 
3. Jesus Christ was delivered up.  This was God’s plan, not man’s plan – Romans 4:25a. 

 
4. Jesus Christ was delivered up because of our sins – Romans 4:25b. 

 
5. Jesus Christ was raised to prove that God will judicially calculate us as righteous 

only by faith in the Person and the finished work of the LORD Jesus Christ – Romans 
4:25c. 

 
     My friend, this is not easy-believeism, this is the gospel. “I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek” (King James Version – Romans 1:16).  
 
     Through His finished work, by His grace, through faith in Him and Him alone. Nothing of 
myself I bring simply to the cross I cling.  

Titus 3:5-7 

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. 
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