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The Heart of Jesus: The Praying Heart 

John 17:6-26 
  6 "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of 

the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have 

kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me 

is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and 

they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for 

them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given 

me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 

am glorified in them. 

 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 

given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with 

them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have 

guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 

destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 

that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them 

your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out 

of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 

the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into 

the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I 

consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 20 I do not 

ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 

you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, 

that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that 

they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 

sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with 

me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you 

loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even 

though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that 

you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will 

continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me 

may be in them, and I in them." 

Overheard Prayer 

 Jesus talks about overheard prayer in the parable He tells of 

the Pharisee and the tax collector 

 John 17 records an “overheard prayer” by Jesus 

 it is likely that the disciples have never heard Jesus pray 

for them at this level before 

 Jesus’ prayer for His followers reveals His deep love, 

care, concern, and compassion for us 

 Jesus’ prayer centers on the long-term spiritual needs of  His 

past, present, and future followers 

Jesus’ Followers 

 Who are Jesus’ followers? 

 those who know God the Father by knowing God the Son 

(v. 7) 

 those who believe in Jesus’ Word and in Jesus, Himself 

(v. 8) 

 those who obey Jesus’ Word (v. 6) 



 those who know that God the Father has given them to 

God the Son (v. 6) 

 those who are distinguished from the world (v. 16) 

 In this prayer, Jesus prays for His followers, not for the 

world at large (v. 9) 

 Jesus prays that His followers will function as His 

witnesses in the world 

 Jesus loves His followers with a special love that 

distinguishes them from the world 

Jesus’ Prayer List 

 Jesus prays for our protection from the evil one 

 that the Father will keep us in His name (v. 11) 

 that the Father will keep us from the damaging 

influences of the world, the flesh, and the devil 

 Jesus prays that we will be protected from disunity (vv. 21-

23) 

 unity is a given, but it needs to be preserved, protected 

and expanded (cf. Ephesians 4:3) 

 this is a relational unity which is supernatural and 

counter-cultural 

 a unity which embraces diversity as it works to tear down 

walls of socioeconomic division and any barriers of 

racism or ethnocentrism 

 our unity is meant to attract the world’s attention (v. 23) 

 Jesus prays that our lives will be marked by 

 joy (v. 13) 

 holiness (vv. 14-17) 

 commitments to the truth (v. 17) 

 focus on our mission (v. 18) 

 love (v. 26) 

 Why does Jesus make these requests of His Father? (v. 24) 

Personal Application 

1. Have you ever overheard someone praying for you? What 

impact did that have on you? 

2. Based on the characteristics Jesus’ lists in His prayer about 

those who are His followers, are you confident that Jesus is 

praying this prayer for you personally? Why or why not? 

3. What things on Jesus’ prayer list do you find to be most 

encouraging? Which are most challenging to you? 

4. Are there ways in which your prayer life could be enriched 

and enhanced by including the things Jesus prays for in 

John 17 along with your usual petitions? What will help 

you begin to implement this? 

5. Take time this week to read the entire “Upper Room 

Discourse” (John 13-17) in one setting. How has our 

journey “into the heart of Jesus” strengthened and 

encouraged you to know Christ and to make Him known? 

 


